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I'nasa 1

Taxast TeMeHb crTos1a B 3TOM BOHIOYEM IEpeylKe, 4YToO,
Ka3aiock, NPOTAHH PYKY M NoMMaellb TeHb, ¥ Gynells A€praTh
eé B3afi-Briepén, Kak 3aHaBecoyKy. [IpaBaa, B 3ToOM MHpe HET
JIYHBI, H TOJILKO 3BE3[IbI yCEUBAIOT €r0 HOYHOE HeOO, a XXUTEIH
KyHra-cutu ocpemailor ¢akenaM JMlUb IJIaBHblE YJIMLbI
CBOEro 3JI0Belllero, Noxoxero Ha 6epyiory ropoaa.

3710BOHME OBLLJIO MOYTH TAKMM X€ I'yCTbIM M HEMpOHMLae-
MBIM, KaK TEeMHOTa, a OCKJIM3J1asi, HepoBHasA OynbDXKHast Moc-
TOBas o] HOraMHM NpeICTaBIIsIIa COOO0M €€ OAHY ONTaCHOCTb.
CTpax MoAroHs1 MeHs, HO OjlaropasyMHee ObUIO MOTH Mel-
JIeHHO, OCTaHaBJIMBasACh U HAlI(YTIbIBas JOPOTY Nepen coboii. A
TIPOABUTAJICS BIIEPEN, PYKOBOACTBYACH JIMIIb CMYTHBIMM BOC-
NOMMHAHHUSIMU O ropoie, B KOTOPOM MNPOBEJ BCEro OecAThb
IHeM, 1a M Te BOBCE He ObUIM NOCBSLUEHBI H3YYEHHUIO reorpa-
¢uu. I'ne-To Bnepeau, ecid MHe INOBO3ET, OYEHb CHILHO
TNOBE3€ET, s1 pa3billy ABepb. K 3TOM 1BEpU NpUKpeIUIeHa rojioBa
OoxecTBa, MoYMTaeMOro oburaTensaMu IUlaHeTsl. Ero masa
CHUSIIOT B HOYM IIPUBETCTBEHHBIM CBETOM, INOTOMYy 4YTO 3a
JIBEPbIO BCIO HOYb HANPOJIET ropsAT paKesbl, Toane pXUBaeMble
3a60T/IMBOM pyKoii. M eciiu 4yesoBeKy, 3a KOTOPBIM IO KaKOM-
160 NpUYMHE TOHSTCS MO BCEM 3THUM YJIMLIAM M 3aKOYJIKaM,
yIoacTcsl CXBaTUThCS 3a HIEKOJIAY Mo 3TUMH ropALIMMH Ila3a-
MH, CABUHYTb €€ M BOMTH B pPacmnoJIOXEHHOE 3a [IBEPBIO
TNIOMELEHHUE, TO JAaXE €CJIM OH TOJbKO YTO NPOJWI YbIO-TO
KpPOBb Ha ‘IJIa3ax Yy TIOJIOBUHBI ropoja, €ro yoexwuue oymer
HENPUKOCHOBEHHO 151 MpeciiefoBaTeei.

ITanbLpl BLITIHYTOMN BIEBO PYKH CKOJIb3HYJIM MO 3aNoTeB-
1IeMy KaMHI0, cocKpebasi ¢ Hero JIMIKY1o rpsa3b. I1paBoii pykoii
s cxuman nasep. Eciin MM ynactest 3ariHatb MEHs B yrod, To,
BOCIOJIb30BaBLUMCH J1a3epOM, 51, BO3MOXHO, MOJydy OTCPOYKY
Ha HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHMM, HO TOJIbLKO Ha HECKOJILKO MIHOBe-
HHUil. J Tsaxeno aenuan — 6ercTBo NoTpeGoBaNo OT MeHS
3HAYUTEJNbHBIX YCWIHI, KpOME TOro, Hayaslo 3TOro KolliMapa
3aCTajio MEHs BpacIUloX, HU 51, HU BoHaap He GbLIH BUHOBATBI
B TOM, YTO Cy4Yuwinoch. BoHnap — s BBIGpOCIII €10 U3 roJioBbl
6e3 konebanuii. Ero nonoxenue 6bu10 6e3HaaEXHbIM, Oe3Ha-~
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JEXHBIM C TOTO CaMOTO MOMEHTa, KOTJa YETBEPO B 3eJIEHBIX
psicax MeIJIEHHO BOLUIM B 3aKYCOYHYIO, YCTAHOBWIM CBOIf
BOJTYOK M 3aNMyCTWIM ero (Bce B Oape MNoOMeqHENIH HIH
TNo3eJIeHeIM OT CTpaxa, ISl Ha UX CIIOKOMHbIE, YBEpEHHbIE
OBIDKeHUs1). CMEpTOHOCHasi CTpejiKa Ha BEpXYLIKE BOJYKa
370Bellle KpyXMJlach; OCTAHOBUBUIMChH, OHa [OJKHa ObLia
yKa3aTb Ha TOro, KTo OyJeT NMPUHECEH B XEPTBY IEMOHY,
KOTOPOTO OHHM NBITAJIMCh TAKMM 006pa3oM YMHIOCTHBHUTD.

Mpb1 mponoXaau CHAETH, CIOBHO Ha HAac TOXE pacipocTpa-
HSUIMCh OObIYaM 3TOrO0 YXAacHOro MHpa, H, B HEKOTOPOM
cMBICie, TaK OHO M Oputo. Kaxnmoro, xro mombiTasicst Obl
yoaJquThesl IocNie TOro, KaK CTpesKa INpHUlUia B IABHXEHHE,
Xgana ObicTpas cMepTh OT PyKM ero Omxaiilero cocena.
Henn3st 6pU10 M36eXaTh y4acTHsl B 3TOH YXacHoi JioTepee.
Hrak, MBI cugenu, He oXwuaasi, OAHAKO, HUYEero JypHOro —
OOBIYHO 3eJIeHOpSIChIe He BHIOMPAIOT JI0AEii U3 UHBIX MUPOB.
OHM 10CTaTOYHO YMHBI 711 TOTO, YTOOBI IOHMMAaTh, 4YTO OOT,
BCEMOTYLIUHA B MX COOCTBEHHOM MMpe, HE MOXET NpPOTHBO-
CTOATb TSKECTH XEJIE3HOTO, Ky/1aKa CYLIECTBA, HEBEPYIOLLCTO
B HEro, KOTAa 3TOT KyJlaK oOpylIMBaeTCs cO 3BE3MA, U He ObLUTH
PpacroNioXeHbl CBSI3bIBaThes ¢ [1aTpynéM U ApyTHMH cHIaMHU 3a
npeaenaMm cBoux Hebec.

BoHpap naxe cierka HakKJIOHWICS BIIEpEN, pa3misaobiBas C
NMPUCYLIUM €My JIOOOTMBITCTBOM OKPYXaIOLIMX Hac JIIOACH.
JleHb npolén ynayHo — OH 3aKTI0Y I BLITOOHYIO CAEJIKY, Che
caMblil BKyCHbI 06el U3 TeX, YTO MOIJIM MPHUIOTOBHUTHL 3TH
BapBapbl, HALEN HOBBIM HCTOUHHK KPUCTAJUIOB JIaJIopa, U ObLT
JIOBOJIEH co60if KaK HMKOTra.

A euwl€ eMy ynajioch pasranath yJIOBKM XaM3apa, KOTOPBIH
NbITAJICS BCYYUTh €My JIaJIop B LIECTh KapaTOB BECOM, HO C
BHYTPEHHUM U3bsiHOM. BoHaap TiaTeabHO MU3Y4M/ AparoleH -
HBIH KaMEHb Y 3asIBIJI, YTO TaKOM AedeKT Hellb3s CKPBITh NPH
HUTHGOBKE; KPUCTALT, KOTOPLIH NMpHHEC OBl XaM3apy lesoe
COCTOSIHUE, NONaAHUCh EMY MEHEE OIBITHBIH NMOKYTIaTeNb, ObLI
Ha caMOM Jiejie JOBOJIbHO 3aypsSiIHBIM KaMEUIKOM U CTOWI He
JOpoXe Na3epHoro 3apsiia.

JlaszepHbIii 3apsii — MOM HaiblUbl €LIE Kpemye CXalH
opyxue. S 6bl ceifyac ¢ pagocTbi0 OOMEHSUT LEJblii MELIOK

5



NaJopoB Ha elé oaMH 3apsa. ZKHM3Hb YeloBeKa OOpoXe, Mo
KpaiiHeil Mepe Uil HEero caMoro, JIereHAapHbIX COKPOBMIIL
Jxaxkkapna.

HUrax, BoHmap cnemun 3a TyseMUaMHd B TaBEpHe, a Te
CJICAWIH 3a BpalllaloLIEics CTPEIKOM, Hecylel CMepThb; 3aTeM
CTpeJiKa, APOrHYyB, OCTAHOBWIACH, HO €€ OCTPHE OBLIO HampaB-
JIeHO He Ha KAaKOro-TO KOHKPETHOIO 4YeJIOBEKAa, a B y3Koe
TIPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY HAlIMMHU IUleYaMU: Mbl CHOEIM TOYTH
BIUIOTHYIO ApYT K apyry. M Torma BoHgap cka3zan, yaplOHyB-
LLIMCB:

— CwMoTtpu-Ka, M»3poK, KaxeTcs, AJEMOH CEroiHs He-
CKOJILKO HeyBepeH B CBOEM BbiGope. — OH roBopw1 Ha
Baficuke, HO, BO3MOXHO, KTO-TO U3 NMPUCYTCTBOBaBIIMX IO-
Hsa ero cioBa. OH Aaxe He MCTIyTalcs U He NOCTall OpyXHe,
XOTS, HAaCKOJILKO s 3HaJl, Bceraa 6bu1 Hactopoxe. Hu ogun
YeJIOBEK He CMOT OBl BECTH XM3Hb TOProBlia JparoleHHOCTS-
MH, Tlepee3Xalolllero C IUIaHeThl Ha IUIaHeTy, eciau Obl He
JiepXaJ yXo BOCTpO, HOC IO BeTpy M Jia3ep HaroTose.

Bo3MOXHO, NeMOH AeHCTBMTENbHO Konebajicsg, HO ero
cayxutenu HeT. UM ObUTH HYXXHBI UMEHHO MBI, U3 JJIMHHBIX
PYKaBOB HX 3€JIEHBIX pSC BHE3aNTHO NMOSIBWIHMCh BEPEBOYHELIE
TYThl, KOTOPLIMH OHH OOBIYHO CBS3LIBAIOT TUIEHHUKOB, Ipe-
XIe YeM 3aTalliThb MX B JIOTOBO CBOero noseauTensd. BricTpe-
JINB NTOBEPX OOyT/IMBLIEHCS U 3albIMUBLIEHCS KPBILIKH CTOJa,
A TIoNajl B OAHOIO M3 3eJIeHOPACLIX. BoHaap BCKOYWI, HO Ha
JIOJII0 CEKYH bl TTO3Xe, YeM ciefoBaslo. Kak roBopsT BoJibHbIE
TOPIOBLbI, €10 yaaya cnajia. YesoBek, CHAEBIIHIA C/ieBa OT Hac,
TIPBITHYB, TIPMXKAJI €ro K CTEHE U CXBAaTWI 3a PYKM TaK, YTO OH
He MOT' YXe HNOTSHYTbCcS o opyxusd. Bce Boxpyr Hayamm
KpMYaThb, 3€JIEHOPSICbIE OCTAHOBWINCH: OHH HE XOTEJIH PUCKO-
BaTh ¥ XIAJH, TIOKa HAac CXBaTAT.

A noacrtpenun eil€ omHOro YeJaoBeKa, MbITaBlIerocs Ao-
6patbcs 0o BoHnapa, Ho, onacasich 3a€Th CBOETO XO35IMHA, HE
OCMeNWICS HalpaBUTh JIy4 Ha TOTO, KTO yXe 6Opojcs ¢ HUM.
IlotoM s ycnwiman, xkak BoHmap BCKpHUKHYN, HO TYT Xe
3axJ1e0Hy/ICs XIBIHYBUIEH M30 pTa KpoBblo. Bo Bpemsa apaxu
Mbl OKa3aJiiCbh B Pa3HbIX yIJlax KOMHAaThl, i CKOJIL3WI BIOJb
CTEHbl, CTapasch MNOWIMATL JIyYyOM 3€JICHOPACHIX, U BIOPYT
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OOHapyXWn Tnipoé€M 3a cBoeil cnuHOW. CHOTKHYBLIMCH, S
KHMHYJICS B HETO M BICKOYMWI Yepe3 G0KOBYIO ABEPb Ha YIHLIY.
He pa3bupas noporu, s nobexaiu, 3aTeM HbIPHYI B NOABO-
POTHIO, MOCTOSIHHO C/BIILIA LIYM NMOTOHM 3a CIIMHONK. Y MeHsA
He ObUIO LUAHCOB cracTHCh 6ercTBoM. Mo npecienosarein
HaXoQWINChH MeXIy MHOM U KocMonopToM. MrHoseHue, no-
Ka3aBlleecd MHE OYeHb [OJIUM, 5, CXaBIIMCh, CTOSJI B
NOABOPOTHE: 1 HE BUAEJ] APYTOoro BbIXOAa, KaK TOJNbLKO Cpa-
XaTtbcs 10 KoHUa. He 3Halo, Kakie accollMallMi BO3HUK/IM B
MOEM CO3HAHMH, HO s BAPYT BCIIOMHWI IIPO CBATWIHLIE, MUMO
KOTOPOTo MBI NTPOXOAWIH ¢ XaM3apoM TPHU-YETbIpE AHS TOMY
Has3all, ¥ BCE, YTO OH HaM O HEM paccKasplBal. ¥ MeHs
nosiBWiIach pobkas Hajexnaa, XOTsA B TOT MOMEHT s 1aXe He
npciacTaBisyl cede, B KAKOH CTOPOHE OHO HaXOIHUTCH.

Sl nonbITaJICs NpeonosieTh CTpax U NPeACTaBUTh B yMe IUTaH
ropoja, a TaKke 0003HaYMTb Ha HEM YJIHILY, Ha KOTOpOii A
crosin. Ilpu onpenenéHHoO# NMOATOTOBKE JIIOASAM YIABajoCh
HaWTH BbIXOJ M3 CaMbIX 3aTPYAHHTENbHBIX CUTYALIMii, a y MEHS
6bLn1a Takasg NMOATOTOBKAa. Mo10 naMsTh pa3BUBaJIM NPH NOMO-
UM CNEUHATbHBIX yNpaXHeHui. S ObUT CBIHOM M YYEeHHKOM
XaiiBena JIxxopHa, a 3TO YTO-TO Aa 3HAYMWIO.

S BCMOMHWI pacnojioXeHHe YJIHL M IoayMaJl, YTo, BO3-
MOXHO, MHe ynactcd He 3abnyautbess. Kpome Toro, mMou
npecjie0BaTe/IM, KOHEYHO, M0JIaraloT, OyaTo Bce npeuMyliec-
TBa Ha MX CTOPOHE, U UM HYXHO TOJILKO He IMyCKaThb MEHS K
KOCMOTIOPTY, a TaM sl caM Nnonaay K HUM B pyKH, 3a01yIUBLIHCH
B JJaBHpHMHTE HE3HAKOMOIO ropoja.

51 BLICKONIB3HYN U3 TEMHOM NMOABOPOTHM M MyCTWICH B IYTh
1o M3BWIMCTBIM YJIOYKaM, HO HalpaBWICS Ha CeBepo-3amnap, a
He TyAa, Kylda, KaK OHM CYHUTaIH, A Oyoy CTPEMMTLCS M3
nociaefHuX cui. U BoT s nobpancs oo 3Toro mepeynka M
npob6upascs no Hemy, CKOJIb35l MO 3JIOBOHHOM Ips3u.

A npunepxuBajicsa OBYX OPMEHTHPOB, M, YTOObI YBHMAETH
OIMH M3 HUX — 6allUHIO MopTa, MHE NMPUXOAHIOCH OIJIAAbI-
BaTbCcsl Hasan. OHa 6bu1a IpKO OCBElEHAa M OTYETIIMBO BblIE-
Jisinachk Ha poHe TEMHOro Heba. Sl ABMTasicd B NPOTHBONONOX-
HYIO CTOPOHY, CTapasicb, YTOObI OHa OCTaBalach CripaBa OT
MeHs. [Ipyroii opueHTHp — cTopoxeBas 6airHg Kyuru — 6pu1
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BUIEH MHE JIMlIb BpeMs OT BPEMEHH, KOrja s TOPOIUIMBO
nepeberan OT OQHOM TEMHON NMOABOPOTHHM K Apyroil. OHa
BO3BBILIAJIACh HaJl rOPOJOM, YTO JaBaJI0 BO3MOXHOCTb H3AUTH
3aMeTHUTb NPUOIIKEHUE NMOTYAUKHUX MOPCKHMX pa300HHUKOB C
ceBepa, COBeplIAlOLIMX Habern B HeypoxaiiHble rogbl Benu-
Xux X0JIo#OB.

Ilepeynok 3akaHYUBAICA INIyXoH tTeHOM. S 3axan nasep B
3y6ax M TIOATPBITHYJI, MBITASICh YXBaTHThCSl 3a €€ BEpXHUM
Kpail. YceBUIUCh HaBeEPXY, 1 OCMOTpEJICS- U PELIW, YTO Jajiblie
6yny nBuratbes no creHe. OHa TSIHy/ach 10 33BOpKaM JOMOB
M ObLIa He HACTOJILKO LIMPOKOM, YTOOBI CIYXKUTbh HaNEXHOM
omnopoi, HO 3aTO NMOAHMMAasZa MEHS BBICOKO Hal 3eMJIEM.
Tyckno ocBelIEHHBIE OKHA BEPXHUX 3TaXEH YKa3blBaIM MHeE
NyTh.

WHorna st ocTaHaBIUBAJICS Y MIPUCTYLIHWBAJICS: B OTHAIEHUH
pa3IaBajIHCh rojioca MOMX Npecienosareneii. Tonna, Gexas-
111as1 1O [JIaBHBIM YJIMLIaM, pacTeKajach Mo NepeyikaM, HO OHU
TNPOJBUTATHCh OCTOPOXHO; OCTABaJIOCh HAIESATbCS Ha TO, YTO
OHM He CJIMLIKOM CIellaT BCTPETUTBCS JIMLIOM K JIMLY cO cBoeii
XKEpTBOM, 3Hasi 06 €€ rOTOBHOCTHM BBIITYCTMTb IO HMM Jla3ep-
HBI JTy4 U3 TeMHOThl. BpeMsi pabotasio Ha HUX: ecnu g 10
paccBeTa He TIonany B yoexXuule, MOsl OeXIa BblIACT MEHS B
moboii Tonne. Ha MHe 6b11 MyHOMp HanoaoOue ¢popMeHHoOTO,
XOTSI M IPYTOTO LIBETA, CKOHCTPYMPOBAHHBIH CIIELIHaIbHO AJis
NyTeleCcTBUH NO pa3HbIM MUpPaM, YOOOHBIH M NMPAaKTUYHBIA.

BoHnap BbIOpan masi Hac KMTeIW HeOpocKoro TEMHO-
OJIMBKOBOTO LiBeTa, 3MOJeMa reMosora ykpaliaaa Ipyab ero
KUTeNs; Ha MOEM KpacoBaJlach TaKasi Xe 9M0yieMa, HO ¢ ABYMs
Y4eHUYECKHMMH MNosiockaMu. BOTHHKM ObLTM ¢ MarHUTHBIMU
TOIOLIBAMM, TPUCIIOCOONEHHBIMU [0 TEepedBHXKEHHUS IO
Kopabi1o, a BMECTO HUXKHero 6esib Mbl HOCHJIM KOMOHHE30-
HBbl, KaK pSAOBbIE WIEHbI 3KUIaxXa. B 3ToM MHUpe, B OKpYXXeHUH
nonei B LUIMPOKHUX, OTAENaHHBbIX 0aXpoMoii psicax U pasHO-
LIBETHBIX BUTBIX N'OJIOBHBIX YOOpaX, 51 BLIIJISLAE] OYEHb TPUMET-
Ho. MOXHO ObLIO W3MEHHTbL TOJBKO OIHY JETajlb MOEro
rapaepo6a, HIMEHHO 3THM $ U 3aHsuUicsa. 3aXaB Jazep B 3ybax
M C TPYOOM COXpaHsis paBHOBECHE Ha BEpUIMHE CTEHBI, I
pacmeyaTtaj lI0B M CTallWl ¢ cebsd KUTeab ¢ OTYETIIMBO
BblaeiAlolieics aMOneMoii, CBEpHYJ €ro B TYTOil KOMOK H,

&



CBECHBILINChH BHU3, 3a0pOCWI Ha BETKM TEPHOBHMKA, pOCLIEro
B KpollleYHOM caauke. Yepe3 yeTnipe JoMa CTeHa ynmupaiach
B BbicoKoe 3naHMe. Hano npsirats, HO Kyna? B cag wiu B
KMIUKY nepeysika? S BeiOpas nepeynok, HO yCIbILIa JOHOCHB-
HIKeCsl U3 €TO IIyOMHBI 3BYKH U 3aMep, NPHXKaBLIMCh K CTEHE
noma. TaM KTo-TO OBLI.

I'psi3b yaBKasia noJ Horamu Jioaeit, Kpaaylumxcs B nepey-
K€, MHe Jaxe IoKa3ajloch, OyaTO s CJIBIWIY HX TSDKEIOE
ObIXaHHWEe, HO B OTJHMYME OT MOMX IpecjiefoBaTejiell OHU
CTapaJINCh ABUIaTbCsl CKPBITHO.

PykaMu s1 olymibiBan cTeHy JoMa, M BHE3aITHO MOM MNaJIblibl
NpPOBAJIWINCH B KaKoe-To yrnyoneHue. Bckope s nmoHsui, 4To
HaTKHYJICA HAa AEKOPAaTUBHbLIM OPHAMEHT, KOTOPbIM yKpaluai
CTeHbl Haubosiee BaXXHbIX 34aHUIA, OTAEJbHbBIE €r0 3JIEMEHTbI
CWIBHO BBICTYTIAIM HaJ MOBEPXHOCTbIO. I MpoBEN pykoH no
CTEHE Y pelIns, YTO OPHAMEHT, BO3MOXHO, JOXOJHT 10 CaMOIii
KPbILIH.

A npucen, Ha 3TOT pas, YTOOBI OTCTErHYTb OOTHMHKU H
NPUKPENMUTb UX c3aAu Ha mnosce. Kakoe-To MrHoBeHbe £
MPUCITYLLIMBAJCA K 3BYKaM LIArOB, yaalsiBLIMXCS MO Hanpagie-
HHUIO K BBIXOAY M3 Mepeyika, 3aTeM I10Jie3 BBEpX.

MU cHoBa MHe mpuUroausach Mosl NMOArOTOBKA: LETUISSACH
NaibLaMM PYK 1 HOT 33 OCTphIE BLICTYTIBI pe3b0bl, 51 KapaOKa-
cs1 BBEpX, I0Ka He NnepeBajlwics Yepes3 napaner, yKpalleHHbI
rpy6o BbICCYEHHBIMM JIMLAMU IEMOHOB, YbUM IpeAHa3Haye-
HUeM ObUIO OTIYTMBATDL 3J/1ble CHJIbI IPUPOIBI.

A ynan Ha Kpbllly, NOJIOFo CMYyCKaBIIYIOCS K LEHTPAJIBHOMY
NpoéMy, B KOTOPOM TpeMsl 3TaXaMH HMXE pacrnosarajics
BHYTPEHHUH OBOPHUK c GacceiHHOM, BO BpeMs BECEHHHUX Oypb
B HEro JoJDKHa Oblna cTekaTb goxaeBas Boga. Kpblina 6buia
CrellMajbHO OTNOJIMPOBaHa Tak, YToObl JOXAb CTEKas NMpIMO
B pe3epByap, NMO3TOMY f NOJA3 BAOJb NapaneTa, XBaTasiCh
PYKaMH 3a BBICTYTILI Ha cTeHe. Sl Toponuics: gaxe B TEMHOTE
6bUI0 BUAHO, HACKOJILKO 51 GJIM30K K LEJIH.

C BbICOTHI OTKPLIBAICSA BUA Ha KocMonopT. TaM cTosnu ABa
Kopabnsi, OoAIMH U3 HUX — TOProBONACCAXMUPCKHUIi, HA Hero
Bonnap B3sn 61neTsl ceronHs yrpoM. OH He Obla Obl Aanblue
OT MeHs, naxe ecnai 6bl YEpHbiit JIpakoH, CBCpPHYBLIMCb
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KOJIbLIAMH, JiexXall MexXny HaMM. HenpeMeHHO cTaHET U3Bec-
THO, YTO MbI KyTIIUTH OWIEThI Ha HEro, ¥ ero OyAyT TLATeIbHO
OXpaHATL. Jpyroit Kopabnb, CTOSIBIIMH YyTh NOAaJIbLIE, NPH-
HaJJiexall BOJbHBIM ToproBuaM. K HUM s He Mor oOpaTHTLCS
3a NOMOLIbIO, KaK NPAaBWIO B MX Jejia CTapaJUCh HE BMELIU-
BaThcs. [laxXe eciu MHe yjgactcs nobpatbes no yGexuila,
paccyUUTHIBaTh ObUIO HE Ha 4To. Sl OTOrHan 3Ty CTpalIHYIO
MBICJIb M CTaJl oOOyMbIBaThb IUIAH JIbHEHLUMX OEHCTBUIA.
Tenepr MHE NPENCTOSNIO CHYCTHTbCSI TO HapyXHOIi CTEeHe
3aHMs Ha OCBELUEHHYIO YIULY. DTY CTEHY TakXe yKpalllaju
MoJIOChl OPHAaMEHTa, U 51 HE COMHEBAJICS B TOM, YTO CMOIY
BOCIOJIb30BaTbCsl MMM B KayecTBE JIECTHULbI, €CJIM TOJILKO
MeHd He 3aMeTAT. Boonb noporu ropenu dakesbl, 3aKpeTUi€H-
Hble B KpOHUITEITHAX, U, IO CPaBHEHMIO C OOKOBBIMH YJIMLIAMH,
110 KOTOPBIM 1 6exXaJl 10 CHUX Nop, OHa ObLia OCBellleHa TaK Xe
SIpKO, KaK OOLIeCTBEHHbIE MeCTa Ha BHYTPEHHHUX IUIaHETaXx.
3akoHoOmNoOC/AylLIHblE TpaXlaHe B CTOJb IO30Hee BpeMsd
CHIENH MO fAoMaM. S He C/bIlan HUYEro, YTO MO3BOJWIO Obl
MpearnoyioXuTs, OYATO MOM IIpecsiefoBaTeJId TAe-TO Hero-
nanexy. CKopee Bcero, OHM OXpaHsuli B3JIETHOE noJie. Tenepy,
Koria sl 3al€n TaK JajeKo, IyTM Ha3ald yXe He Obulo.
BHuMaTenbHO OINIAEB HamocJefAoK YIWLY BHU3Y, A Ipo-
CKOJIb3HYJ1 MeXAY ABYMS YKpallleHUsIMH M HayaJl CITyCKaThCH.

S mon3 BHU3 MO CTeHE OT OJHOTO BLICTYIA K APYTOMY,
HalIyTIbIBasi UX Noa coboii, nonarasich Ha CUJIY CBOMX NaJIblieB
U pyK. S y>ke MMHOBaJ1 BEpXHMH 3TaX, Koraa nepeao MHOM
0Ka3aJloChb OKHO, M 51 C TPOXOTOM COCKOJIb3HYJI Ha LUATKHiA
NMONOKOHHUK. PAaCKMHYB pyKH 1O CTOPOHAaM, s MIbITAICS YAep-
KaTbCsl Ha HEM, CTOsl IMLOM K TEMHOMY npoéMy. U TyT s eaBa
HE copBaJCsi BHU3, B3IPOTHYB OT IPOH3MUTEJIBHONO KpHKa,
pa3naBllierocsi U3HYTpH.

Huuero He coobpaxas, s nmyctuicsd B 6ercTBO BHH3 IO
cteHe. KTo-To BHOBL 3akpHyan. CKOJIbKO BpEeMEHH MOTpeby-
eTcsl Ha To, YTOObl MOAHATb HA HOTH BeCh NOM' WIH TIPHUBJIEYb
BHMMaHMe npoxoxux? HakoHell 1 oTIycTHI pyKH M KyGapeM
noneten BHU3. Sl He cTan HapeBaTb GOTHHKM, a cpa3y Xe
nobexarn Tak, Kak He 6eran HUKOrAa B XXH3HH, HE OIS AbIBAACH
Ha lUyM, MOAHSIBLUMICS 332 MOEH CNMHOIA.
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A BuxpeM Muyaics BOOJNb AOMOB, Iepeberas OT OMHOIL
NMOABOPOTHH K Apyroil. C3anu cabnuanuck KpUku. Bonupinei
XKEHIIWHE YIAIOCh NCAHSTD MO KpaliHel Mepe CBOMX AOMOYaJ -
ueB. 1 BApyT B 3aKoynKe — maMsATbh MeHS He Mojasena! — g
pa3misagen cBepKalolide Ha JABepH IMasa GoxecTsa. S Oexan,
IJIOTas BO3AYX OTKPBITHIM PTOM, CXMMasl B pyKe Jla3ep; 60THH-
K4, TNpHBsS3aHHBIE K MNOscy, KOJOTWIM MeHs Mo O€xpaM.
Briepéa v Bnepé€n — s Bc€ BpeMs 6osuicsd, 4TO KTO-HUOYnb
NperpaguT MHe MyTh K ropsiliyM InasaM 6oxecrsa. Ho Hukro
HE OCTAaHOBWI MEHS, U, clieJIaB NOCJEAHUI PBIBOK, S HAJIETE
Ha JBepb, Llaparias €€ HOTTAMH B [IONCKAX KOJIb1Ia, 3aTeEM PE3KO
DEpPHYAN 3a Hero. CeKyHy WIM ABE OBepb, BONPEKU obelaH-
HOMY, Ka3aJloCh, CONPOTHRIISIACh MOHM YCHIMSAM. 3aTeM OHa
nojxanachb, M s, CIOTKHYBIIMCh, BBAJIWICS B IIpOXOl, B
KOTOpOM ropeJiu ¢akesibl, NpUaaBaBlIne ApKHii OJiecK rina3aM-
MasikaM.

3abbIB O ABEPH, §, LIATASCh, MOOPEN BIIEPEN, C €IUHCTBEH -
HBIM HaMepeHHEM OKa3aTbCsl BHYTPH, NMOAAIbLIE OT LIyMa,
noAHsABLUerocs: Ha ynuue. TYT 1 OCTYIIHIICS M YTIasl Ha KOJIEHH,
JIILUOM BHEpEN, ONHAKO M3BEPHYJICS H BCKOYWI, JepXa Jla3ep
HaroTtoBe. [IBepb yXe-3aKphiBajlach, 3aCJIOHSS OT MeHs Gery-
LIMX [0 YJIHLIE JIOAEH, CXXMMaIOLIMX B pyKaX CBEPKaIOLIHe NpH
cBeTe akesioB HOXH.

Tsxeno ablla, st npocjieAU 3a TeM, KakK ABepb 3aKphUIach,
3aTeM c obneryeHHeM cen. [1oka s1 He monaj Ha 3TOT OCTPOBOK
6e30macHOCTH, 51 JaXe He NoJo3peBayl, KAKOTo HaIlpsDKeHHs
MHe cromno 6ercrBo. Kak npusTHo ObUIO MpocTo cuaeTh Ha
TOJIy M 3HaTb, YTO GoJbllle HE HYXHO HUKyaa GexaTb.

HakoHeu g cobpajncs ¢ cwiaMH, HaTAHYl OOTHHKH M
omsinencsa. XaM3ap, paccka3biBag O CBATWIMIIE, YTIOMSHY
TOJILKO JIMLIO Ha OBEPHM M TOT (aKT, YTO NMPECTYMHHK, NOMNaB
cloaa, MOXET He onacaThcsl CBOMX Npecienosatencii. INocne
TaKoro pacckasa s AyMaJ, YTo Monaay B XpaM, a oKa3ajics B
y3KOM Kopuaope 6e3 nBepeit. CoBceM psiioM CO MHOM Haxo-
AUNach KaMEeHHasi CToMKa C IBYMS NMPONMUTAHHLIMH MacjoM
dhakenaMu, KOTopble IPKO FOpPEJH, 3aCTaBAsAS CBETUTLCA Ma-
3a-MasikM Ha ABEpM.

5 Bctan M 00OLWIEN 3TY Nperpaay, 0Xuaas yBUACTb TONO, KTO
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NoAAEPXUBAJl OTOHb B HOYH, HO, NMOBEPHYBUIMCH CIIHHONH K
CBeTy, OOHapYXWI TOJILKO NMPOJO/DKEHHEe KOpHUIopa, COBCEM
MYCTOro, B TEMHOM KOHLIE KOTOPOTO MOIJIO CKPBIBAaThCS YTO
yroaHo. I ocTopoXHO OBHHYJICS BHEpED.

CTeHbl, BLUIOXEHHBIE M3 XEJITOTO KAMHS, JHOOLIBaeMOro
HemnonaneéKy (MM Xe ObUTH BLIMOLIEHBI LIEHTPAJIbHBIE YJIUIIBI),
He ObUIM yKpalleHbl XHMBOIUCBHIO, B OTJIMYHUE OT CTE€H TexX
MECTHBIX XPaMOB, B KOTOPLIX MHE [OBEJIOCh NMOOLIBATh paHb-
wie. [ITnpokue rIKTHI Nosa ObUTH caeIaHbl U3 3TOTO XKe KAMHS,
a ¥ MOTOJIOK, HACKOJIbKO MHE YAJIOCh pa3ryisiieTh, TOXE.

MecTtamMu OHHM ObUIM CTEPTHI HOraMH, KakK OYATO MO HUM
XOIWIH yXe HeCKoJbKo croseTnii. KpoMe Toro, nocioay Ha
NoJIy BUAHETUCh TEMHBIE MSATHA, PaclojIoXEeHHbIe KaK normna-
JIO, ¥ 3TO HAaBOJAWIO Ha HEIPHUATHYIO MBICIIb: HEKOTOpPbIE U3
TeX, KTO NPUXOAWIH Cloja 10 MEHsl, CTpalaid OT paH, INoJy-
YEeHHBIX BO BpeMs OercTBa, 0O4HAKO NMo3qHee HUKTO He caesal
HU MaJieiluel NOMbITKY YHUYTOXUTD 3TH cienbl. 1 nobpasncs
10 KOHLIa KOpUaopa U oOHapy>XW1, YTO OH KpPYTO CBOpayHUBaeT
Hanpapo, NPUYEM IOBOpPOTAa He ObUIO BHUAHO, NMOKa S He
nonolEN K HeMy BIUIoTHylo. HaneBo Obuia crena. B y3xuii
Npoxoj He nomanan cBeT (hakesloB, U B HEM ObUIO MOYTH TaK
Xe TEMHO, KaK U B nepeyskax. I BIIsAbpIBaICS B TEMHOTY,
Xajnesi, 4TO y MeHs HeT ¢ coboii ¢oHapuka. Hakoneu,
YMEHBbLIUB MOLIHOCTb Jiazepa IO MHMHHMMYyMa, sI BBIITYCTWI
Ny4yok OenbIX Jiydel, KOTOpble OCTaBWIM INyOOKHM ciieq Ha
TOKPBIThIX NMATHAMU IUIMTaX I10J1a, HO OCBETWIH MHE JOpPOTY.

CpenaB Bcero 4yeThipe 1Iara, si oKasajics B KBaJpaTHOM
MOMELUEHUH, U JIyd MOETo Jiazepa KOCHYJICS He3aXKEHHOro
dakena, 3aKperUIeHHOTO B KpPOHIUTEHHE Ha cTeHe. TOT BCnbIx-
HYyJ, U s, 3aMOpraB, BbIKIIOYWI opyxue. Sl cTos1 B KOMHare,
obcTaB/leHHOH TaK, KaK MOT ObITh 00CTaBleH HOMEp B OElUE-
Bol roctuHuue. Ha npoTHBomnosioXHoMH cTeHe BHCesIa KAMEH -
Hasi paKkOBHHa, B KOTOPYIO TOHEHbKOM CTPYyHKOIi CTeKasia BoJa,
OHa He MepenuBaiach yepe3 Kpaii, 4 CHOBa YXOOMWJa B CTEHY.
KpoBath U3 Bep€BOUYHOI CETKH ObLIa MPUKPLITA IUHOBKOM M3
CYXHX, TOHKO MNaxHyuiux JucTheB. IlocTens He caviuikoM
ynobHas,, HO BC€ Xe Ha Hei MOXHO ObUIO OTHOXHYTb. Y
MaJIEHLKOIo CTOJIMKa CTOsUIM ABa tvabypera. Bcé rpyboe, Ge3
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TNIPHBLIYHOI pe3bObl, XOTA M OTIOJMPOBAHHOE OT AOJITOro
ynotpebyieHUs. B HUllle HaNPOTHUB KPOBAaTH JieXanu ¢asaru us
TEMHOI'O MEeTa/U1a, MaIEHbKasi KOD3MHOYKA U KOJOKOJIbYHUK. B
KOMHAaTe He ObUI0 JBepei, BLINTH U3 HEE MOXHO OBLIO TOJILKO
Yyepe3 KOPHIOP, MO KOTOpPOMYy s npuiuEn. MHe noayMasocs,
YTO XBaJIEHOE YOeXH1lle CTAHOBWIOCH TIODBMOH JJ151 YeJIOBEKA,
KOTOPOMY HE€ XBaTajlO CMEJIOCTH NOKHHYTH €TO0.

A Buitamun ¢aken U3 KpPOHIUTEHHA U C €ro INOMOLIBIO
OCMOTpEJI CTEHBI, T0J1, ITOTOJIOK, HO HE HallIEJ HU Maleifllero
oTBepCcTHA. B KOH1le KOHLIOB s BOTKHYJI ero Ha Mecto. [lotoM
MO€ BHHMaHME IpPHUBIEK KOJIOKOJBYHUK, JIEXKaBLIHI1 Bo3je
¢naru. KonokonpYmK HaBOAWI Ha MbICIAb, YTO MM MOXHO
nojath cUrHan. Bo3aMoxHo, A nosydy Kakoe-1u6o oObsicHe-
HHe npoucxoasieMy. I no3BoHWI U3o Becex cwi. HecMoTtps Ha
CBOM pa3dMephl, OH JIMLIb MPHUIJIYLIEHHO 3BSIKHYJ, OJHAKO S
TIO3BOHUJI €1II€ HECKOJILKO pa3, OXuaast OTBETa, KOTOPOTo TakK
‘M He TI0C/IEflOBAJI0, HAKOHEL S LUBLIPHYJI €10 B HULLY M CE Ha
KpOBaTh.

U xorna st noslyyus OTBET Ha CBOU HETEPITE/IUBbIE MPU3LIBLI,
OH TIOJIHOCTBHIO 3aCTajl MEHsI BpAcIUIOX: BbIXBAaTHUB Jiasep, S
BCKOYMWJI Ha Horu. ['onoc, paznaBaBLUMiiCsl HENMOHSTHO OTKYZa,
B HECKOJIBKMX llIarax oT MeHs NMpPOMU3HEC:

— K Hockanbay Tl npuiu€n, npedyab e B €ro TeHH, NoKa
He yracHeT YeTBEPThIH ¢akel.

JIuwp yepe3 MrHOBEHHeE 51 TIOHSUT, YTO IOJIOC TOBOPHJ HEe Ha
LIeNneIsiBOM MECTHOM si3blKe, a Ha balicuke. Ho Toraa oHu
JOJDKHBI 3HaTh, YTO 1 — MHOMHMPSHUH.

— Kro TBI? — MOH CJIOBa COMPOBOXAATHUCH ITTyXHM 3XOM.
— [Jait MHe B3IJIAHYTL Ha Tebd.

TuwnHa. S cHoBa 3aroBopui, obellas Harpany, €CiMi OHH
coo61ar 0 Mo€M GeICTBEHHOM IOJIOXKEHHUH B NMOPT, MOTOM 1
YIpoXaJl KapaMu, KOTOpble MOCTUTHYT HX 3a 3J10, NPUYHHEH-
HOE€ HMHOMMPSHUHY, XOTs, OyMalo, OHU ObLUIM HOCTAaTOYHO
YMHBI, YTOObI IIOHSATDL, HACKOJBKO MyCTBIMH OBLIN 3TH YTPO3bI.
A He nmogyYnmn HMKaKkoro OTBeTa, JaXe 3HakKa, YTO f, MO
Kpa¥Hel Mepe, ycabllaH. ['onoc, OTBETUBLLIHI MHE, MOT OBITD
3alUcaH Ha IUIEHKY. Sl He 3Han Takxe, KeM 6bulM 3[elHUe
crpaxu. CpsieHHocayxutenamMu? Ho rorna, nono6Ho 3ene-
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HOPSCBHIM, OHH He OKAXYT MHE HMKaKHX YCJIYT, KpOMe TeX, 4TO
HajlaraloTcs Ha HUX oObryaeM.

HaxkoHel st cBepHYJICSI Ha KPOBaTU U YCHYJI; MHE CHWIHCh
CHBI, OYEHb SIDKME CHbI, KOTOpble ObLUIM He MOpPOXIEHHEM
IpeMTIOLIETO CO3HAHHA, HO BOCTIOMUHAHHUSAMHU O npouuioM. 5
3aHOBO TMepeXHUBall HEKOTOpble COOLITHSI CBOEH HedoJroi
XH3HH, TOBOPAT, TAKOE MHOTAA MPOUCXOAMUT C YMHPAIOLIMM.

HcToxu Moeit XM3HHU TepsUTUCh B TEHHU APYTOTO YeJoBeKa —
Xaiipena [IxxopHa; B CBOE BpeMs 3TO UMs ObUIO H3BECTHO Ha
MHOIMX IUIaHeTax; OH YYBCTBOBaI cebsl yBEPEHHO B TaKMX
MecTax, rae naxe [TaTpysnb npoxoduT Ha LBINOYKaX, OTNacasch,
YTO €ro NOosiBJIEeHHEe NPHBEAET K HACWIHNIO U KPOBOMIPOJIUTHIO.
INpouinoe Moero orua 6bUIO TYMaHHBIM, KaK MEJIKOBOIHbIE
3a7MBbl XaBaKH IMOC/e OCEHHMX WITOPMOB. Sl He Hymalo, 4To
KTO-HUOYIb, KpOMe HEro caMoro, 3Hall O HEM BCE, BO BCIKOM
ciyyae, Mbl He 3HanH. CrycTsl rofbl Nnocje ero cMepTd Mo
KPYTIHLIAaM M3 BCEBO3MOXHBIX HCTOYHHMKOB 1 BOCCTAaHaBIHBalO
ero o6pa3s, U Kaxablil pa3 MHEe OTKpbIBAeTCs YTO-TO HOBOE, U
g BUXy XaiiBena JIxxopHa B HHOM cBeTe. S ObL1 elli€ coBceM
MasleHbKHM, KOrla TOT OpraH, KOTOPbIM 3aMeHsUT eMy cepalle,
CXXUMacsl OT BHE3alHOIO NpeayyBCTBUSI, U OH NMPUHUMAJICS
paccka3biBaTb HCTOPHHM, OCHOBaHHbIE, BEPOSITHO, Ha ero cob-
CTBEHHBIX NMPUKITIOUYEHUSX, XOTS AEHCTBYIOLIMM JIMLIOM B HUX
OH Bceraa Ienan OpPYToro uenoBeka. PacckasbiBasi MX, OH
MblTaJIcsl HAY4YHTD CIyllaTeNeil, KaK Hano TOproBaTh WIH BECTU
cebs B 3aTpyAHUTENbHON cuTyaurt. OH TOoBOpHI B OCHOBHOM
O Belllax, a He O JIIASAX, KOTopble ObUIH CTydYaHHBIMH Nepco-
HaXXaMM, BllaieJiblaMH peIKOCTel WIH Npou3BeaAeH U NCKYC-
CTBa.

JleT no nATHAECATH NO IUTAHETHOMY MCYUCIIEHHUIO OTeLl ObL
rJaBHbIM KOHcynbTaHTOM HMcraMdbl, cTosiBllero Bo IJiaBe
cexktopa Boposckoit I'mnbaun. OTell HE TOJILKO HE CKpbIBaj
NMPHHANNEXHOCTH K 3TOH OpraHM3alM4, HO JaXe ropauics
e10. O4eBHAHO, Y Hero GbUT BPOXAEHHBIN TaJlaHT, KOTOPBIN OH
Pa3BIL1 MOCTOSAHHBIMU YIIPaXHEHHSIMH, — TAJIaHT OLIEeHUBaTh
HeoObIYHbIE BElM, MoMajalolldecsl cpely HarpabjieHHOTro;
€ro LIEHWJIH H CTaBWIH ropa3fio Bbill€ PANOBbLIX WIEHOB 3TOTO
MOAMNOJIbHOTO CHHAMKaTa. ONHaKo OH He 6bUI YeCTOMOOHUB H
He CTPEMMJICH K BJIaCTH, a, BO3MOXHO, MPOCTO XOTeJI OCTaThCA
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B XMBBIX, H Y HETO XBaTWIO YMa He AeaTh ce0sl MUIIEHBIO 1151
Yy>XXKUX aMOMLIMIA.

3areM Mcramda noBcTpeyancs ¢ OpoassyuM LBETKOM Oope-
pBl — KTO-TO, Y Koro 6bUIO yccTonobue, noabpocuwn 3TOT
LIBETOK B €TI0 YAaCTHYIO KOJUICKLIMIO 3K30THYECKUX PaCTCHHIT —
¥ CKOPOMOCTIXKHO cKoHyYasicsi. OTell 6;1aropa3yMHO OTKas3aics
OT y4yacTHs B 60pbOe 3a Bi1acTb. BMECTO 3TOro oH OTKyNMWICS
ot 'mneauu n nepebpancss Ha AHTKOp.

A nymaio, 4TO CHavasa OH XWI OYeHb TUXO, U3y4asl IUIaHETY
M nomxunas 6;1aronpuATHOIO ciydasi, YTOObl OTKPbITh NpU-
ObUTbHOE feno. Toraa 3ToT MUpP ObLLT elIE MaJIo OCBOEH U He
TpUBJIEeKaJ BHUMaHUs WieHoB ['wibauu u 6orateix moaeii. Ho,
BO3MOXHO, IO OTLA yX€ JOXOOWIH CJIYXH O TOM, YTO JIOJDKHO
6bUI0 HayaThCs.

B TeyeHHEe HEKOTOPOTo BpeMEHHM OH YXaXXHBaJI 32 MECTHOM
XeHuUHoM. E€ orell Aepxan HenonanéKy oT eAMHCTBEHHOTO
KOCMOIMNOPTa HEOONBLIYIO JJABYOHKY, B KOTOPOH MOXHO ObUIO
3aJI0KUTh Bellly U cObITh KpageHHoe. Bckope nocne cBanbobl
B TOPTY COBEpPLIWI BBLIHYXIEHHYIO IOCaAKy 3a4yyMJIEHHBIA
KopabJib, U €ero TecTb YMEpP OT MHOIUIAHETHOMH JIMXOpaaKH.

JInxopanka cKocuia nNo4TH BC€ CTOIMYHOE HavyanbcTBo. Ho
XaiiBen [I>KOpH U ero XeHa oKa3aJluCh He NoABCPXEHbI 3apa3e
M BBINOJHSUIM HeKOTOopble Oo¢HUHAIbHbIE TNMOPYYEHHUS, YTO
YIIPOYWIO MX IOJIOXEHHUE, MOC/e TOro KaK 3MUIeMUs 3aKOH-
YyuiIach U BIacTh ObUla BOCCTAaHOBJIEHA.

Ilate net crycta Kaprenb «PopTyHa» Hayasl TOPIoBIiO B
3BE3HOM CKOIJIEHUHU BanTopusi, 1 AHrKop BHe3aIlHo npeBpa-
TWICA B OXMUBJIEHHYIO NOPTOBYIO IUIaHeTy. [leslo Moero otua
TIPOLIBETAJIO, XOTA OH HE CTaJl PaClUMPATh NIOMELUECHHUE JIaBKH.

HMMess MHOTOYHCNIEHHBIE JIeTaJIbHbIE U HeJleraJibHble CBA3H
B UHBIX MMPaX, OH Npeycnes, Ho, Ha MOCTOPOHHUH B3I, HE
CJIMILIKOM.

BceM acTpoHaBTaM paHO WIM NMO3AHO NOMNagalTcs peaKue
WM Joporve BelMubl. B n1060M nopry, rae ecTh MropHele
JOMa M NIpoYHe NJIaHeTapHbIe pa3BIeYcHUs, OLICTPO OCBOGOXK-
Jalollye UX OT 3apaboTaHHbIX 3a NOJIET ACHET, OHM paabl HAHTH
NOKyTIaTeisl, KOTOPbI He GyAeT 3a1aBaTh JUIIHUX BONPOCOB
M 3aIUIaTUT HAJIMYHBLIMH.

OT0 cNnokolHoe MpolBeTaHHe AJMWIOCH T'OdaMH, H, Ka3a-
JIOCb, HY K YeMy JAPYTOMY OTell HE CTPEMMIICA.
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I'nasa 2

Bpak, 3axmoyéHHbIi XaliBenoM JIxXopHOM cKopee Bcero 1o
pacyéTy, okasaics NMpoYyHbIM. B ceMbe ObUTO Tpoe aeteil: 1,
®@acxun u Japuna, Oten Majlo MHTEPECOBAJICA NOYEPLIO, HO
TNIPUHSUICS PbAHO U C paHHETro NETCTBa O0y4aTb MeEHS H
®ackuna, xota Qackun gaxe He TMbITAICA ONpaBaaTh Te
Hagexasl, KoToprle XaiiBen [I[>)kopH Ha Hero Bo3Jjaral.

Y Hac 6bpUTO MPHUHSATO YXKUHATh BCEM BMeCTe 3a OOJIbILIMM
KPYTJIBIM CTOJIOM B 3aiHe i KOMHATe (MBI XHIH ITPH Mara3vHe).
Ilepen yxuHoM oTel] 0OBIMHO TPUHOCWI KaKoM-HUOYNL Npe -
MET CO CKjlaja M, MoKa3aB €ro HaM, CIpalIuBajl, YTO MBI
IyMaeM o HEM — O ero CTOMMOCTH, BO3pacTe, IpOHCXOoXIe-
HUM. JIparolieHHOCTH OBUTH €ro CTPacTblo, U HAC 3aCTaB/ISUTH
M3y4yaTb UX, TOTAA KaK JApyTHe OeTH Toaydaiu obliye 3HaHUsA
M3 3aMMCaHHBIX Ha TUIEHKK KHUT. K BsilleMy yZOBOJIBCTBHIO
OTLa s OKazaucs CMocoOHBIM yueHHKoM. Co BpeMeHeM OH B
OCHOBHOM COCPENOTOYWICS Ha MOEM OOy4YeHHUH, NIOTOMY 4TO
®Dacxiw1 TO M HE MOT, TO JIH HE XOTEJl YYUThCH U NMOBTOPSUI
OIHM U Te Xe OLINOKM, OTYEro oTel] IOCTOSTHHO 3aMBIKAJICS B
cebe.

A HU pa3y He Buae, 4ToOb! XaiiBen JIKOpH pa3o3nwics, HO
cTapaJics He HaBjle4yb Ha ce0Os ero X0JIOAHOTO HEYNOBOJILCTBHS.
H He noToMy, 4To 6osinics ero, MpocTo TO, YEMY OH MEHS Y4UUII,
TIIpUBOAWIO MeHs B BocTopr. S ObU1 el1€ peGeHKOM, KOora MHe
pa3pellnIy OLeHUBaTh Bellld, OTAaBaeMble B 3ajor. M k1o 6b1
M3 TOProBLIEB APAaroleHHOCTSAMU He 3ae3Xasl K OTLY, MeHs
BCEM JE€MOHCTPHUPOBATIH KaK Jy4lIEero yyeHHKa.

C rogamu B 1oMe o6pa3oBasiMCh ABE NapTHH: MaTh, Packun
M JlapyHa BOLWIM B OAHY, 1 C OTUOM — B Apyryio. Haum,
BEpHee MOM, 3HaKOMCTBA C OCTa/IbHBIMH IETbMH B ITOPTY GbLIH
OrpaHHYEHbBl, OTell BCE yYalle NpHUBJIEKa] MeHs K paboTe B
Mara3MHe H K M3Y4YE€HHIO ApeBHEro peMecia oleHlInKa. B te
JHU Yepe3 HalllM PyKH NMPOXOAWIO HEMaO NMPHYYIJIMBLIX U
KpacHuBbIX Bellei. OaHH NpoJaBaJIUCh OTKPBITO, APYTHE, Npe -
Ha3HayeHHblE OTLIOM [AJI1 YacTHBIX CHEJIOK, OCENaJM B €ro
ceiidax, U A BUIOEN JIHLIb HEKOTOPbIE U3 HHX.

Cpeau HUX nonajajincb BelUd M3 pa3BajiMH M TPOGHHMIL
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TipenTed, cOelaHHbIE paHblle, YeM NPEJCTAaBUTEIU Hallero
BHIA BBHIPBINCH B KOCMOC, 106po, HarpabJieHHOEe B UMIIEpH-
SIX, TIepECTaBLUMUX CYLIECTBOBAaTb TaK AABHO, YTO HE OCTaAOCh
cllela Iaxe OT MX IUIaHeT. BeTpeyanucs M ApyTHe, TONMBKO YTO
BBILICALIIME W3 MAacTePCKUX BHYTPEHHHMX CHCTEM, B KOTODBIX
BCE MCKYCCTBO I0BEJIMpa ObUIO MYLEHO B X0, YTOObI MPUBJICYD
BHHMaHHe Goraya ¢ TYTMM KOLIEJTbKOM.

OTuy 6GoJblile HPaBWIMCh CTApUHHBIE Belld. B3sB B pykn
oxepenne WIH 6paceT (dopMa KOTOpOTo FTOBOpIIa O TOM, YTO
OH HMKOTIa He IpeJHa3Hayaiucd [Jisl 4eJIOBEeYyecKoro 3a-
TACTbA), OH TNpeJaBayicsl pa3MbILUIEHUSIM O TOM, KTO MOT €Tro
HOCHTB, NpeACTaBUTEIHU KaKOH IMBUIU3ALUH ero co3nain. OH
TpeOoBaJl OT TeX, KTO MPUHOCWI eMY 3TH Ge3Ie/TyLIKH, BecbMa
nogpo6HOro pacckasa o6 MX HaXoAKe, M 3aMKUChIBaJl Ha IUIEHKY
Bc€, YTO €My YIaBaJIOCh y3HaTb.

OTH IUIEHKM CaMM IO cebe HacTosllee COKPOBHLIE 1S TeX,
KTO HHTepecyeTCs CTApHHOM, U 51 He pa3 3aaBajiCsl BONIPOCOM,
noHsm i Packil MX MOMIMHHYIO LIEHHOCTb U CyMes JIU
BOCIIOJIb30BaTbCsl UMH. MHe KaxeTcsi — Aa, NMOTOMY 4YTO, B
HEKOTOPOM CMEIC/Ie, OH OKa3ajicsl YMHee OTLa.

OnHaxapl, KOraa Mbl MO OOBLIKHOBEHHIO COOpanuch 3a
KPYTJIBIM CTOJIOM, OTELl JOCTaJl OYEPENHYIO YyXKE3EMHYIO OU-
KOBHMHKY. OH He CTaJl, KaK ObUIO paHbllie, IepeaaBaTh €€ U3 pyK
B PYKH, a MOJIOXMJ HAa OTIOJHPOBaHHBIN N0 Glecka cTon U3
YEPHAro Kpwia M yCTaBWICA Ha He€, KaK cTenHoi ¢axmp,
YUTAKOLIWH Oyayliiee TOMOXO3STHKH IO ITOJIMPOBaHHLIM 606aM.

3OTO0 OBUIO KOJILLO, MO KpaWHedl Mepe HeyTo, MMeBllee
dopMy konbua. Ho, oyeBHIHO, OHO NpegHa3HAYaIOCh AJISI
naabla BABOE TOJILLE Hallero. Metajul ObUT TYCKJIBIM, M3b-
€ICHHBIM PXaBYMHOM, KaK OYATO OT CTapOCTH.

KaMeHb, BCcTaB/IeHHbIH B 3y04aTy1o onpaBy, NpeBbilian Mo
pa3MepaM MOMH HOTOTb U COOTBETCTBOBAJI BeJIMYMHE oboaKa
Kosblua. becuBeTHBIN, 6e3 Masneiilled HCKOPKH, COBEPLIEHHO
Oe3XHU3HEeHHBI, OH ObLN TaKHUM Xe TYCKJIbIM M HeNnpHBicKa-
TENbHBIM Ha BUI, KaK W onpaBa. OgHako 4eM [ojblie s
CMOTpEJI Ha Hero, TeM 6oJibllie MHE Ka3aJloch — OHO NpeacTaB-
JisieT coboii TMLIbL OCTaHKHU TOTO, YTO KOraa-To 6bl10 npekpac-
HbBIM M TOJIHBIM XH3HM, HO NAaBHBIM-IABHO YXeE MEpTBO.
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VBunes ero BnepsBble, 1 HU 3a YTO HE XOTEJl MPUKOCHYTHCSA K
HeMy, XOTS BCETAa C XXaJHOCThIO M3y4as T€ BeLIMLbl, KOTOpbIE
oTell MCIOJIb30Ba1 A1 3aHATUH C HaMH.

— 310 ewé ¢ kakoro Tpyna? Kak 6bI s1 XoTena, 4YToObI ThI
He KjajJ Ha CTOJ BEllM, BbIKONaHHble U3 Morwi! — Marts
roBopuia pe3ue, yeM obbriHo. Torna MHe noka3anoch CTpaH-
HbIM, YTO AaXe OHa, JIMLIEHHAs, KAK MHE Ka3aJloCh, BCAKOIO
BooOpaXeHUs, cpa3y CBs3ajla KOJbLO CO CMEPTDIO.

He nmogHuMas rna3 oT KoJjbla, otel] oopaTiicsa K Pacxwry
TaKUM TOHOM, KaKMM OOGbIYHO TpeOOBaJl HEMELJIEHHOIO OTBe-
Ta.

— YTo THI cCKaXelllb O HEM?

Bpat npoTtsiHyn pyKy, 4ToObI IOTPOraTh KOJIbLIO, HO TYT XeE
OTHEPHYN €€.

— DTO KOJIbLO HeNb31 HOCHTb — OHO Yepecyyp BEJIMKO.
Bo3MoXHO, OHO ObLTO MOXEPTBOBAHO XpaMy.

Orenl HMYEro He OTBETWI Ha 3TO M cripociul JlapuHYy:

— A yTO BUOMLUIb Thi?

— OHO XoJIoAHOE, TaKOe XOJIOAHOE, H OHO MHE He HpaBHT-
csd, — TOHEHbLKMH FOJIOCOK MOeEil cecTpbl COpBajcs, U OHa
BBICKOYWJIA M3-3a CTOJa.

— Teneps Thl, — OoTell HaKOHel| TOBEPHYJICA KO MHe.

Konbuo, BLINOMHEHHOE 6OJIblle, YeM B HaTYpaJIbHYIO BEJIU~
YHHY, MOA CTaThb MaJiblly KAaKOro-HUOyab 6ora mwin OOruHM,
JEeHCTBUTENLHO MOIJIO OBITh TOXepTBOBaHO XpaMy. Yepes
PYKH OTLIA Y€ NPOXOAWIH noao6Hbie Belid. U B HeKoTopbIX
M3 HHX JCHCTBUTEJbHO ObUIO YTO-TO, HE AaBaBllee OO HMX
noTpoHyTbesi. Ho ecnn oHo nmpuHaniexano 6ory... Her, MHe
B 3TO He Bepwiock. JlapuHa mpaBa. OT HEro BeeT XOJIONOM,
X0JIOIOM M cMepThio. ONHaKO YeM AONblIE 1 CMOTpeEJI Ha Hero,
TeM OoJiblie OHO MHe HpaBUJIOCh. MHe XOTesloCh MOTPOraTh
€ro, Ho s1 bosincs. MHe Ka3zasocs, s Ollyllalo HeyTo, Aejlalollee
3TO KOJIbLIO OTJIMYHbIM OT BCEX AparoleHHOCTEH, BUIEHHBIX
MHOIO paHee, XOTsl Temnepb 3To ObL1 BCero JMlb Oe3XHU3HEH-
HbIH KAMEHb B U3bENECHHOMN BPEMEHEM METAUIMYECKOH onpa-
Be.

— 5 He 3Haw. Bo3MoXHO, 3Ta Belllb NPHUHOCHT WIH
NpHUHOCHIA BAacT! — Mos yBepeHHOCTh B 3TOM ObL1a Tak
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CWIbHA, YTO 51 TOBOPUJI TPOMYE, YEM XOTeJl, U MOU NOCieAHHE
CJIOBA I'YJIKO pa3HEC/IUCh IO KOMHATe.

— Orxyna oHo? — 6bicTpo cnpocwn Packwi, CHoBa
HAKJIOHMBLINCH BIIEpEA U MPOTAHYB PYKY, Kak OyaTo AJid Toro,
YTOOBI HAKPBITh KOJIBLIO JIAOHDBIO, XOTSl €r0 Najblibl 3aMEpIU
Hall HUM B HEPEUIMTEIbHOCTH. B 3T0 MrHOBEHbE MHE NPHLILIO
B TOJIOBY, YTO TOT, KTO YBEPEHHO BO3bMET €ro B PYKH,
rnocjenyeT oObIYal0 TOProBLUEB PAarolieHHOCTSIMU: MOJIOXUTh
PYKY Ha yKpallleH’e 3Ha4YUIO COIVIACUTBCSI Ha NMPEAJIOXEHHYIO
caenky. Ho @ackuin Bc€ Xe He peluwics NMPHUHATb BbI3OB M
CHOBa OTAEPHYJ PYKY.

— M3 xocMoca, — oTBeTHI OTEll.

B xocMoce neHCTBUTENBHO HAaxXoAAT AparoleHHble KAaMHH.
Jlukapu moporo maTtar 3a HUX. Mbl 10 CMX IOp HE 3HaeM
TOYHO, OTKyAa OHH Gepyrcs. IIpuHSATO nonaraTh, YTO OHH
obpa3yloTcsi, Koraa KyCOUYKM METCOPHUTOB, COCTOSILIME U3
onpeaeNEéHHBIX METAJUIOB, CBEpKasi, TIPOHOCSTCS Yepe3 aTMoC-
depy mnaner. Korma-to konbua ¢ nogoOHbBIMU TEKTUTAMH
ObLTM B MoOJle CpedM KOCMHUYECKMX KamuTaHoB. S Bumen
HECKOJIBKO TAKMX BElIML, NMPUHANJIEXABIIMX CTONETUS TOMY
Ha3zal MnepBompoxoauaM KocMmoca. Ho 3TOT AparolieHHbIiH
KaMeHb, €CJIM TOJIbKO 3TO ACHCTBUTEIILHO ObUT AparoueHHbIi
KaMeHb, He MMOXOI W Ha HUX; GeCLIBETHBIN KPUCTAILL, TYCKIIbIH,
6yaTO MCCEYEHHDIN NECKOM, OH He ObLT HM TEMHO-3€EHBIM,
HU YEPHBIM, HU KOPUYHEBBLIM.

— OH He MOXOX Ha TeKTUT, — PELIWI 5.

Orteu nokayas rojIoBoid.

— 51 He gymalo, YTO OH 0Opa3oBajICsi B KOCMOCe, BO BCSIKOM
cjiydyae, MHe 00 3TOM HHYETo He U3BECTHO, HO €r0 TaM HalUIH.
— OTKHMHYBIUIXCH Ha CNTUHKY CTY/Ia, OH B3sUI YallKy ¢ ¢onra-
POBLIM YaeM H, pacCesTHHO NPHUXIEOLIBasi, MPOAOJIKAN pa3riis-
AbIBaTh KaMEHb.

— 3aHsATHast UICTOpMUAL...

— K Ham pomxeH 3aiTH KoHcyn C3HA3 C¢ XeHOoW, —
TpepBajia ero MaTh, CJIOBHO 3Ta MCTOPHUs ObL1a eii U3BeCTHa,
M OHa He XeJiajia CJIyllaTh €€ CHOBAa. — YXe MO3[dHO.

OHa Hayasia coOHpaTh YallIKM ¥ XOTeJia XJIONTHYTh B JIafOLIN,
yTo6bl No3BaTh CT3ddiy, Hally CIyXaHKY.
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— 3aHfATHasA HCTOpHsA, — IOBTOPWI OTell, Kak 6yarTo -
BOOOIlIle He CabILIAT TOro, YTO OHa ckKasaia. M Hacrtonbko
BeJIMKa ObUla ero BJIAacTh B AOME, YTO OHAa HE CTajla 3BaTb
Craddiy, a, IBHO HeoOBOJIbHAs!, HEJIOBKO MPHCesa Ha CTYIl.

— Ho npaBauBas, B 3TOM 51 YBepeH, — NNPOAODKA OTell. —
Ero npuHéc MHEe CETrOaHS CTaplUMii NOMOLIHMK C «ACTphI». Bo
BpeMs NOJIETA Y HUX OTKasajla KOOpAWHATHas CeTKa, U UM
TIPHLUIOCH BLINTH M3 I'MIIEPIIPOCTPAHCTBA MM peMOHTa. UM
CHOBAa HE NMOBE3JI0, OHH MOJYYWIH NPOGOHHY OT METEOpHTA.
IIpuuitock narats oOWIMBKY. — Ero paccka3 ObUT CKYy4YHBIM,
6e3 0O6BIYHOIO JIMXO 3aKPYYEHHOTIO CIOXETa, CJIOBHO OH CTa-
pajica npuaepXxuBaTbcs (GakToB, KOTOPBIX OBLUIO CIHMIIKOM
Masno. — Kbop Kak pa3 cTaBWJI 3aIUlaTy, KOrda 3aMEeTHJ €ro —
npedyroulee Teno. OH 3aLENWI €r0 CTPAXOBOYHBIM TPOCOM U
BTaluWwil BHYTpb — Teso B ckadanmpe. EMy, — Tyt oren
3aMHyJicsl, — HE BCTpeYalMCh paHblie NofgoOHble CYLIEeCTBa.
OHo npo6buio TaM o4YeHb nonro. M Ha nepyaTke ero ckadaH-
Ipa okKa3anoch BOT 3To. — OH yKa3san Ha KOJIbLO.

Ha nepuatke ckadaHapa — 6bpu10 yeMy ynuBuThes. [lepuar-
KM — Belllb yqo6Has: a KaK Xe WHauye, Belb YeJIOBEK HaJeBaeT
MX, KOIla Hallo OTPEMOHTHPOBaTh KOpab/ib B OTKPBITOM KOC-
Moce WIH MCCle1oBaTh TUTIAHETY, HENMPHUTOAHYIO IJIS XXU3HH €To
Buaa. Ho yTo6n1 KOMy-TO NMPHMLLUIO B rojIoBy HOCHUTb INOBepX
nepyaTKH noanobHoe ykpaweHue? I 1ookHo GBITH 3aall 3TOT
BOMNPOC BCJIYX, IOTOMY YTO OTE€Ll OTBETUI:

— JHe#ctBuTenbHo, 3ayeM? Bo BcakoM ciydae, He M3
TiuecaBusA. 3HAYUT 3TO ObUIO BAXHO U1 TOTO, KTO HOCHJI €T0.
HacTonbko BaXHO, 4TO 51 XoTe1 6l y3HaThL 06 3TOM noboJiblue.

— MoxHo nonsiTaThCsA MCCIEAOBaTh €ro, — 3aMETHI
®acxun.

— OTO HEM3BECTHBII MHe AparoueHHblii KaMeHb. Ero
MOXHO OLEHHTb B ABEHAAUaTh 6a10B no uwikaie Moxca.

— AJMa3 TONIBKO B JECSITh.

— AJpKeBcalT BOOIMHHAOUAaTh, — OTBETHI OoTell. — Bonblue
HHYEro He yIajloch H3MEPHUTh. DTO YTO-TO, O YEM MbI NIOKA HE
HMMeeM HHM MajleMlIero npeacTaBieHHus.

— B uHCTHTYTE... — Hayasa 6bUIO MaTh, HO OTELl MPOTIHY
PYKY M HakpbL1 KOJIbLIO NafoHblo. He pasxuMmas nanasues, OH
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OITYCTWI €70 B MELIOYEK U CIPSTAT BO BHYTPEHHEM KapMaHe
KYPTKH.

— Hwukomy o HEM He paccka3plBaTh! — IpHKa3ai -OH,
OTJIMYHO 3Has, YTO OTHbIHE MBI OyIeM MOJYaTh O KOJbLE.

OH He TOJBKO He Mocjaa KOJbLIO B UHCTUTYT, HO JaxXe, A
YBEpEH, He MBITAJICS Y3HaTh O HEM YTO-JIMO0 odHIHATLHBIM
NyTEM, XOTS HaCKOJILKO MHE U3BECTHO, U3y4asl U HCCeA0Bal
€ro BCeMHU JOCTYTIHBIMHM €MY CpeACTBaMHU, a UX ObU10 HeMasio.

S npuBBRIK BHIETh €ro B MaJleHbKO# JiabopaTopuM 3a
CTOJIOM, KOABLO JIEXHUT Nepel HUM Ha KycKe YEpHOM MaTepiH,
a OH CMOTPHUT Ha Hero Tak, OyATO mbITaeTcsl OAHMM JIMLIbL
BOJICBBIM YCWIMEM pa3raaaTh ero TaitHy. Ecim kpacora u 6bu1a
B HEM KOTAa-TO, BpeMsl U NpeObIBaHHUE B KOCMOCE YHUUTOXWIH
€€ crmeabl, OHO ObUIO 3araJOYHLIM, HO HE TNPEKPACHbIM.

MeHs ToXe npeciefoBajla 3Ta TaifHa, M OTel BpeMsl OT
BPEMEHH ACTWICS CO MHOM pa3TUYHBIMU TEOPUSIMH, TICPHOAH -
YeCKM BO3HUKABUIMMH Yy Hero B rojoBe. OH npuié€n K
TBEpAOMY YOeKIeHHIO, YTO KOJIbLIO He SIBJISUIOCH YKpallleHUEM,
a CJIYXWIO 4YeJIOBeKy, HOCHBLIEMY €ro, IJs onpeaejaEHHbIX
ueneit. 1 oH HUKOMY He paccKa3blBajll O TOM, YeM BJalecT.

CrtaB XO34MHOM B MarasuHe, OTell YCTPOHJI B CTeHax
MHOXECTBO TAHHUKOB. A I0O3Xe, NMepecTpauBasi KOMHATHI, OH
o6opynoBai 1 L€ HECKOJIbKO MOTaHHbIX MeCT. bonbUIMHCTBO
M3 HUX ObUTHM M3BECTHBI BCEi CEMbE, U KaXIbIi MOT OTKPBITh
MX, MpUXKAB K HUM cBoil najeu. Ho HexoTopble U3 HUX OH
NoKa3ajl TOJbKO MHe. B ogHOM M3 TakuX TaHHUKOB B €ro
JlabopaTopHH Jiexaso KoJiblo. OTell nepeaesan 3aMoK TakK, YTO
OH OTKPBIBICS TOJILKO OT NMPUKOCHOBEHUS HAUIMX MajbLEB,
3aCTaBUJ MEHS HECKOJILKO pa3 OTKPBITh U 3aKpHITh 3aMOK U
TOJIKO TOTAa YCIIOKOWICH.

3aTreM OH XECTOM BeJieJl MHE CeCTh HalpOTHUB HETO.

— 3aBrpa npuesxaeT BoHaap AcTi, — KOpOTKO cKa3aJj OH.
— OH npuBe3€ET ¢ coboii naTeHT Ha obyyeHue. Korna oH yener,
Thl yelelllb BMECTE C HUM.

Sl He noBepun cBouM yiuaM. Kax crapuuuii cbiH S HE MOT
NOCTyNaTh B YY4EHHUKH HU K KOMY, KpOMe COOCTBEHHOIO OTlia.
Ecnu KT0-TO M HO/KeH ObL1 MATH CITYXUTb APYTOMY XO3SHHY,
T0 3710 6bL1 Packn. Ho paHbile, YyeM s ycrnen packpruITh poT,
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oTel NMPOAOJIKILT, H 3TO ObL10 €AUHCTBEHHBIM OObSICHEHHEM,
KOTOpoe 5 OT HEero MoTy4yuI.

— BoHnap — nepBoKJIacCcHBIH reMOJIOT, OH NPEeANIOYUTAET
IyTELIECTBOBAaTh, XOTS MOT ObI YCTPOUTBLCS Ha JII06OI IUTaHeTe.
Bo Bceili ['anakTuxe Thl He HARAELD JTyYLIETO YYUTENA. Y MeHs
€CTb Bce OCHOBaHMs Tak noJarars. [locayiuai, Mapnok, ator
Mara3MH He Ui Te64. Y Te6s eCTh TAIaHT, a YeJIOBEK, KOTOPbIii
He pa3BHBAET CBOIl TaJAaHT, NMOJOOGEH TOMY, KTO €CT CyXOH
OBCSIHBIII NHUPOr BMECTO CTOSLUEro nepel HUM Msca, KTO
BbLIOMpaeT LMPKOH, XOTS €My IOCTAaTOYHO NpPOTSHYTh PYKY,
yTOOBI B3STh aiMa3. OcTaBb 3TOT MarasuH Packry.

— Ho on...

Orteu enBa yabIOHYICA.

— Her, @ackun He U3 TeX, KTO BUAUT Jajibliie CBOETO HOca,
OH LIEHHT TOJBKO TOJICTBIH KOLIENEK U MNMaYKh KPEOUTOK.
JIaBOYHHMK eCTb JJABOYHHMK, a Thl CrocoOeH Ha Gosbiuee. S
IIOIITO XXIaJl TAKOIo YeJloBeKa, KaK ACTII, YeJoBeKa, KOTOPOMY
A Mor Obl DOBEpHUTb TBOE oOyyeHHe. B cBOE BpeMsa s ObuL1
H3BECTHBIM OLIEHLIMKOM, HO S XOAW 10 CKOJIb3KOi JOPOXKE.
Trl He DODKEH MMETb CO MHOM HMuero obuiero, a JO6GUTbCSA
3TOrO MOXHO TOJBKO OTPEKLINCH OT TOTO HMEHH, KOTOPOE Thl
Hoculb Ha AHrkope. KpoMe Toro, eciM Thl Xouye€llb HaWTH
cebs, Thl NOJDKEH YBUIETb MHBIE MUpPHI, POWTH MO IPYTHM
aHeTaM. M3BecTHO, YTO MarHUTHBIE NOJIA IVIAHET RIUSIOT Ha
noBecHHE YeJIoBeKa, pe3KHe repenanbl Bbi3bIBAlOT H3MEHE-
HUs FOJIOBHOTO Mo3ra. TH U3MEHEHMS NMPUBOASAT K TOMY, YTO
YM CTaHOBMTCS 6oJiee XXMBBIM H BOCIIDMMMYHUBbIM, Pa3BHBaeT-
cs NnaMsATb, MOSBASIIOTCS HOBble MaeH. M MHe HyXHBI Te
3HaHMSA, KOTOPbIE Thl MOXELIb MOJYYUTh Y ACT/Ia B TeYEHUH
6mKalilIMX NATH IUTAaHETApHBIX JIeT.

— 37O CBfA3aHO ¢ KaMHeM M3 KocMoca?

OH KMBHYIIL.

— MHe yXe He OTNIpaBHTLCH HAa NMOUCKH UCTUHBI, HO Teb4,
yeroBeKa 61H3KOro MHE MO OyXy, HUYTO 3[€Ch He HEepXMT.
Ilpexne 4em g ympy, s A1OJDKEH y3HaTh, B Y€M TaiiHa 3TOro
KOJIbLIa, YTO OHO NPHHOCWIO WIM MOXET NPHHECTH CBOEMY
BJIaie/IbLYy.

OH cHoBa BCTal M NPHMHEC MELIOYEK C KOJIBLIOM, BLIHYI
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ONpaBJICHHbIA B METa/Ul TYCKIbIH KaMe€Hb H TOBEPTEN €ro B
PyKax.

— PaHbille cyliecTBOBasIO NOBEPbE, — 3aAYMYHMBO NPOTro-
BOPWI OH, — YTO YeJIOBEK OCTaBJISieT CBOIi CJie] Ha Bellax,
KOTOPBIMH BJIAJCET, €CJIM OHH ObUIH CBSI3aHBI C €ro CyabOoii.
Hepxu! — OH BHe3amHoO GpocH MHe KosbLo. Sl He oxuaai
3TOro, HO HHCTUHKTMBHO TNMoMMaJi ero. 3a BCE BpeMsl, YTO OHO
XpaHWIOCh B HallleM AOMe, 51 BIIEpBbIe AepXal €ro B pyKax.

MeTtasut 6bU1 XOJOOHBIM, C 3¢pHHUCTOM MOBepXHocTbio. U
MHe TNOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHO CTaJIO ell€ XOoJoaHee, NOKA JieXallo
Ha Moel JIaloHM, Y MeHs JaXe Hayajlo MOKalbIBaTh KOXy. S
TNOOHEC ero K mIia3aM M CTal pa3misiabiBaTb KaMeHb. Ero
TycKJlasi NOBEPXHOCTb ObLla TaKOH e luepulaBoi, KaK M
onpasa. Ecnu Kkoraa-To B HEM M ropeJ OroHb, TO OH JaBHbIM-
IaBHO TOTYX, M KaMeHb 3aMyTwics. S moayMman, Hejb3st JIU
BBIHYTb €0 U3 rpy0oii onpaBbl U, OTPaHHUB 3aHOBO, BEPHYTh K
Xu3HH. Ho s 3HaJ1, 4TO OTel HUKOTAA He CAENaeT 3TOro, 1a U
s1 ToXe He cMory. [leso 65110 He B KaMHe, a B TaiiHe. BaxkHo
6ObUIO He KOJbLO caMo Mo cebe, a TO, YTO OHO CKphiBaio. U
Tenephb s1 MOHSUI, KaKue HaleXabl Bo3jlaraj Ha McHsl oTcl —
s1 JO/DKEH ObUI pa3rajarb 3TY 3araiky.

Tak s cran yyeHukoM Bonpapa. Orteu okasancsi mpas,
TPYAHO O6BUIO HAMTH JIy4lIero yyureast. Moii X03sIMH cocTaBui
611 ccbe He OIHO COCTOsIHUE, ec/IU Obl 3aX0TeJ MYCTUTh KOPHH
B OIHOM U3 T€X MUPOB, e JI0OGAT pOCKOLUb, U OTKPbLI Obl TAM
IOBEJIMPHYI0 MacTepcKy1o. Ho nns Hero ropasno BaxHee 6b110
HaMTH KaMeHb 06e3 u3bsiHa, YeM Npojath ero. [1papaa, oH Bcé
Xe [enan yKpalleHMsl: BO BpeMsl Tepee3oB OH OOLIYHO
TpyAWICA He MoKJanasi pyK, M3roTaBjiuBas U3AeNs, KOTopble
OXOTHO MOKYNUIHUCh APYTUMHU, MEHEE TAJTAHTIUBBIMY TIOALMH,
B KadecTBe o6pasuoB. Ho ero Hacrosieii ctpacTtsvio 6buio
MccenoBaTh HOBbIE MUPBI, TTOKYTIaTh Y aDOpUIreHOB Heobpa-
6GoTaHHbIE KAMHM HEMNOJANEKy OT TE€X MeCT, rae OHH OblIH
BOOBITHI.

OH TONBKO MOCMeMBAJICS, KOTAa OOHAPYXXHUBaT MOANC/TIKH —
IelEBble KAMHU, BLIMOYEHHBIE B TpaBaX MM XHMMKUIUAX U
CTaBllIME MOCJE 3TOr0 TNOXOXMMM Ha JAparoleHHble, WIH
JparolieHHble KAMHH, U3MEHHUBLIHE CBOIi LBET IOCJE TEIUIo-
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BO}M 00paboTku. OH y4HJ MeHsl, KaK IPOU3BOAUTDH BIleyatJe-
HHE Ha MECTHBIX TOPTOBLEB, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh MX paccTaThcs
C JIYYLIIMMM BElIaMH M3 YBAXEHHA K 4YYXOH MYApPOCTH.
Hanpumep TOMy, YTO 4eNOBeYEeCKHMii BoJIOC, JieXallUMd Ha
KycoykKe HaTypaJlbHOTO HedpHTa, HE 3aropHrcs, JaXe eclU
K HeMy TNOIHECTH CIIHYKY.

IInaHeTapHOE BpeMsl MCYUCISAIOT B roxax, TpyaHee U3Me-
PMTb BpeMsl B KocMoce. YesloBeK, KOTOpbIA MHOTO myTellec-
TBYeT, CTapeeT He TaK ObICTPO, KaK TOT, KTO IPUBSA3aH K 3eMJIE.
A He 3Halo, cKoJbKO JNeT 6bulo BoHmapy, ecnu cynuth no
HaKOIUIEHHBIM MM 3HaHHUAM, Gonblue, yeM MoeMy oTuy. Mbr
noObIBJIM AaleKO OT AHIKOpa, HO yepe3 HEKOTOpoe Bpems
OKa3aJINCh TaM CHOBa.

He npouuio M nHg ¢ MOMEHTa MOEro BO3BpalIcHHUA K
POOHOMY oy4ary, KaKk MHe CTallo SICHO, YTO MHOIoe NepeMeHu-
Jnock. @acxaun cran crapuie. Ecau s cMoTpen cHayana Ha Hero,
a NOTOM Ha CBOE OTpaXeHue B OiecTsiueM 3epKajie MaTepH,
MHe Ka3aJloch, YTO OH ObUl poxA€H nepBbIM. Kpome TorO,
TNIpUHSB Ha ceOsd OOSI3aHHOCTH INMOMOLIHHMKA OTLA, OH CTal
60J1ee caMOYBEPEHHBIM M aXe B €0 NMPHCYTCTBHH CaM BCEM
pacniopspkancsi. A XaiiBen [>kopH He Aenan HM Majeiiueit
MOTMNBbITKM NMOCTaBUThL €I0 Ha MECTO.

CecTpa BbIlLIa 3aMyX. E€ npuaaHoro okasajaoch JOCTaToOY-
HO, YTOOBI MPUBJIEYb, K OTPOMHOMY YAOBJIETBOPEHHIO MaTEPH,
BHHMaHMe ChbIHa KOHcyna. XOTs OHa Mcyessia U3 JOMY, CJIOBHO
HHKOTIZa B HEM He XWIa, MaTb TaK YacTo MOBTOPSLIA «MOSI JOYb
— XXeHa CbhIHa KOHCYJa», YTO Ka3aJoch, cecTpa NpeBpaTiviach
B HEOTCTYIIHBII MpH3pak.

MHe Gonbuie He ObinH paasl B 3ToM goMe. Pacxiuty no
GosplUEe A YaCTH yaaBaloch CKpbIBaTh, HACKOJIBLKO OH HENOBO-
JieH MOMM BO3BpallleHHEeM, HO €CJIY s NMOSBJISUICS] B Mara3uHe,
OH Jienajcs Ype3MEpHO NpeayrnpeanTeNbHbIM B 06pallleHUH
MOKyTIaTeNsIMH, XOT HUYTO B MOEM NOBEACHHUH He NMOATBEP-
K120 ero nNoAo3peHMi, 6ynTo s codbnpaloch 3aHATb €r0 MeCTO.
Korna-to s cuyuTtan naBKy caMbiM HHTEPECHBIM MECTOM Ha
CBETE, HO CTOJIbKO BO3MOXHOCTEIi OTKPBIBAJIOCH NEPeao MHOIA
B HHBIX MHpaX, YTO TeNepb MHE Ka3aJoCh CKyYHbIM MOTPaTUTh
Ha He€ BCIO XH3Hb, H 1 He NMOHMMaJ, MOYEMy OTell caeall
TaKkoii BbIGOp.
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OH OXMBJIEHHO paccnpalluBajl MEHSA O HalMX CTPAHCTBU-
SIX, ¥ s TIPOBOJIWJI IIOYTH BCE BpeMsl B KOHTOpe, He 6e3 ropAocTH
pacckasbiBasi 000 BCEM, YTO Yy3Hal. BpeMs oT BpeMeHU OH
cOUBan MO0 CrieCh METKUM 3aMe4YaHUEM, YeM NPUBOAWI MEHH
B 3aMELIATEILCTBO, M ObUIO SICHO, YTO MOYTH BCE 3TO €MY YXe
M3BECTHO.

OpHako Koraa Mpollc:1 MepBblif MOPHIB 3HTy3HasMa, £
MOHS, YTO €CJM OTEeU M CIyllal MeHs, OH CJblIaT WIH
cTapaics ycablllaTh COBCEM MHOE B MOTOKE MOETO KpacHope-
yusi. 3a UHTEPECOM, a B TOM, YTO 3TO ObUI MHTepec, f He
o6MaHBIBaJICS, OH NMpATa1 03a604YEHHOCTD 1eJIaMH, He CBSI3aH-
HBIMH C MOMMM OTKPLITUSIMH. OH He YIIOMMHQI O KOJIbLE U3
KocMoca, a MHE TOXe MoYeMY-TO He XOTeJIOCh 3aBOAUThL O HEM
pasroBop. OH HM pa3y He AOCTaJ 3Ty AParolueHHy10 BellULy,
4yTOObl, KaK ObIBAJIO paHblile, NOPa3MBILUIATL Hal HEM.

M He nmpouwno U 4eThIpEX IHEH ¢ MOMEHTAa MOETO BO3Bpa-
1IeHHUsl, KaK TEHU, HaBUCLIHE Hag JOMOM, CIyCTHIHCh.

Ha npa3nHuky Bce MarasuHbl, 1 Halll B TOM YHUCJie, 3aKpbl-
Banuch. ['opoxXaHe pa3BieKalUCb C POAHENH M IpY3bsIMH,
cobHpaIMCh TO B ONHOM JoMe, TO B ApyroM. BeuepoMm, 3a
CTOJIOM, MaTh C TOPAOCTBIO paccKa3biBajla o noesake K Jlapute,
O NpHUIJallleHUM COBEPUINTb pa3BlIeKaTeJbHOE NYyTelICCTBUE
Mo peKkec ¢ CaMMM KOHCYJIOM Ha ero COOCTBEHHOM KaTtepe.

Korna oHa 3akoH4Ymna, orell nokayaja IojIOBOH M 3asiBUI,
YyTO ocTaércsa noma. Bo3aMoxHo, ¢ ronaMH MaTh cTana Gosee
YBEpPEHHOI B cebe, OMHAKO, He NMOMHIO, YTOObI OHa MbITalach
BO3paXarThb OTLY.

Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa B3opBanach ¥ 3asiBWIa, YTO OH MOXET
NoCTynaTh KakK eMy 3abjaropacCyauTcsi, a BCE OCTUIbHbIE
noeayr. OH cornacuics, U, TaKUM obpa3oM, g okasajicsa Ha
KaTepe B KOMIIAaHHMH JIIOJeH, Ka3aBLINXCSA MHE BcCbMa CKYYHBbI-
MH. MaTb cHs1a OT YIOBOJILCTBHSA M Jiesiesila HOBble HaleXbl.
®ackin He OTXOAWI OT TUIEMSHHHULbI KOHCYJIa, OIHAKO, NO-
MO€EMy, 3Ta J€BULia CO MHOTHMH MOJIOAbIMM JIIOAbMH OOMEHHU -
Banach yJabIOKaMM, U T€ M3 HHUX, KOTOpble NMPHUXOAMJIUChL Ha
nomo Moero 6parta, ObIIM HE CIMIIKOM JI0Oe3Hbl. S Xe
CONpoBOXIaNl MaTb M, BO3MOXHO, JOCTaBMJ €l HEKOTopoe
YOOBOJILCTBME TEM, YTO Onarogapss MoeMy 3HaHHIO CBeTa,
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KOHCYJ BBIACJIWI MEHS M CIpPOCW1 mnapy pa3 o0 HHBIX
MHpax.

Ilo Mepe Toro, KaK KaTrep CKOJIb3W1 BHHU3 I10 peKe, BO MHE
pociio 6eCnOKOHCTBO, S IOCTOSHHO AyMaJl 00 OTLE U O TOM,
KOro OH XIET B 3aKpbITOM MarasuHe. OH HaMEKHYJI MHe, YTO
Yy HEro eCcTh BeCKH€ OCHOBaHMS XeJaTh, YTOOLI B 3TOT A€Hb
JoMa HMUKOro He ObUIO M OH MOT CIOKOHHO BCTPETHTBCH C
OJHHUM YEJIOBEKOM.

Y Hac ¥ paHblile OLIBAIM MOCETHTENH, O KOTOPBIX OTEll He
pacckasbiBall, HEKOTOpbI€ M3 HUX NPUKPLIBAIMCh TEMHOTOH,
KaK IUIAallOM, M TNPHUXOAWIM M YXOOWIM, TaK HUKOMY U He
MoKa3aB CBOEro Juua. BnactsaM, BeposgTHO, GLUIO H3BECTHO,
YTO OH TOPIoBaJl BellaMU COMHUTEIBHOIO MPOUCXOXIAEHHS,
HO HHUKTO He NBITICA BLICTYIIMTb IIPOTUB Hero. Y BopoBckoit
I'wisauyM AIMHHBIE PYKM, M OHa BCeraa 3allulllaeT TeX, KTO
cIyXxuT eil. Bo3MOXHO, oTel OTKynwics OT IJIaBapeil, HO
MOXHO JIM opBaThb ¢BsA3b ¢ ['wibaueit? XoasiT ciiyxu, 4To HET

M Bc€ Xe Ha 3TOT pa3 4TO-TO B MOBEASHHUH OTLIA CMYLIATu
MmeHsl. OH Xnan M OXHOBPEeMEHHO OosUics IpencTosluen
BcTpeyu. M yeM Gosblue g gyman o6 3ToM, TeM Gosblie MHe
Ka3aJoch, YTO CTpaxX, €CJIM 3TO MOXHO Ha3BaThb CTPaXOM,
npeobnanan. OyeBUOHO, NMyTELIECTBUsI, KaK M Ipearosarai
orel, OOOCTPWIM BO MHE YYyBCTBHTE/NLHOCTb, KOTOpOiH He
obnananu Apyrue WieHbl CEMbH.

Bo BcsikoM ciydae, nepel 3aKaToM s TIOKMHYJ KaTep,
CKa3aB, YTO MHe Halo BCTpeTHThcs ¢ BoHaapoM: MaTb He
NoBepWIa 3Toi OTToBOpKe. Sl HaHs NIOAKY, MAYLIYIO B INOPT,
M BeJiell NepeBO3YMUKY NoToparuiiBathcsl. OOQHAKO peka 6bLia
TaK 3a0MTa OTABIXalOLUMMH, YTO Mbl €Jie¢ NOJ3JIM: sI CUIen,
3aCTbIB B HEYIOOHOM 1no3e, CXHUMas PYKH H MBICJIEHHO MOATO-
HSU1 JIOAKY.

Ho BricanuBuinch Ha Geper, s CHOBa oKa3aJcs B JIIOACKOM
TONMEe U CTajl, ejle CAepXHBas HeTeplieHWe, NpoOMpaThCcs
BHEPEN, 3a YTO MEHs He pa3 oOpyraiu M oOMWIM OyHINCTOM
Bozoii. Bxoa B Mara3uH Obl1 NO-TpeXXHeMy 3anepT, U s NPoLUEN
yepe3 MICHbKHI CaluK K 3aHHUM JBEPSIM.

He ycnen s Haugynmatb ABepHOW 3aMOK M TNIPHJIOXHUTH
6GonbLUO Nasiel K 3anopy, KaK BHE3alTHO MHOIO C HOBOM CHJIOH
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OBJIaziesia TpEBOra, NpecjeqoBaBllad MeHs paHee. B komHaTax
6pUTO0 XOJIODHO M TeMHO. Sl ocTaHOBWICSA Ncpeld [BEPbLIO,
Beaylleli B MaraswuH, M npuciaywaicsa. Ecan orey Bcé ewe
pa3roBapHMBaeT CO CBOUM TAUHCTBEHHBIM IIOCETUTENEM, OH HE
no6JlIarogapuT MeHs 3a TO, YTO 1 BOPBYCh K HUM 6e3 cripocy.
Ho oTTyna He HOHOCIIOCH HM 3BYKa, H HUKTO HE OTBETHJI MHE,
KOoTza sl mocTyvasl.

S TonKHyn ABepb, OAHAKO OHA JIMLUD YYTh NOAAAIACH, U MHE
NPUMLUIOCh HABAIMTbLCSI Ha HEE IUIEYOM, YTOOBI MNPOJIOXKUTD
cebe nopory BHYTpPb. Sl ycabIluag cKpeXeT U YBUIET, YTO BXOX
3a0appHUKAINPOBaH OTLIOBCKMM CTOJIOM. B oTyasiHUU 1 Haxan
CWIbHee M 0Ka3ajicid B COBEPHIEHHO Pa30pEHHOH KOMHarTe.

B xpecne cuzmen orell, BepEBKH, YACPXUBaBLIKE €TI0, OLUIH
NpoNHKTaHbl KpoBbIO. Ero rnasa cBepkainu OT SIPOCTH, CJIOBHO
OH He XeJlaJl CMUPHUTLCS C TEM, YTO ¢ HUM npousoiwnio. Ho ato
6bUTa IpOCTh MEPTBOTO YesloBeKa. Bokpyr BcE 6b110 nepeBEp-
HYTO BBEPX AHOM, HEKOTOPhIE KOPOOKH pa3OUTHI B LIETIKH, KaK
OyaTO KTO-TO BLIMECTHJI Ha HHMX CBOIO 37100y, He Haiiis Toro,
YTO HCKaJ.

B pa3snmMyHbIX MHpax CYUIECTBYIOT pa3jIMyHble BEPOBaHMA
OTHOCHUTENBHO CMEPTHU U TOrO, YTO HAcTymnaeT 3a Heil. Heko-
TOpbIe U3 HHUX, BEPOSITHO, COOTBETCTBYIOT UCTHHE. Y Hac HeT
HUKaKHX JOKa3aTeJbCTB HU 3a, HU npoTuB. Korna s Bowén,
oTtell 6bL1 MEPTB, 3BepckH youT. Ho, Bo3MOXHO, ero xenaHue,
€ro noTpebHOCTb OTOMCTHUTb, paccKa3aTb 060 BCEM CJIy4MB-
HIeMcCsI BUTaJIa B KOMHaTe. Sl cpa3y Xe Halluén, YTo NMOCIyXWIo
TNPUYHUHOM ero cCMepTH.

I1poiinss MMMO Hero, g HalEN He3aMeTHbIN pe3HOM 3aBUTOK
Ha CTEHE U NMPWIOXWI K HEMy najell, KaK OH Y4YWI1 MEHs.
TaliHUK c Tpy#OM, HO OTKpBUICS, OOJ/DKHO OBbITh, NMPONLIO
HEMaJIO BpEMEHH C TeX MNOp, KaK ero oTIHpaX B NOCIeAHHIA
pa3. S BbIHY] MeLUOYEK, Hallynajl KOJbLO, BHITALIWJ €ro M
NPOTSIHYJ OTLY, CJIOBHO OH MOT YBHUAETb €10 M yOeIUTLCS, YTO
OHO Yy MEeHs, M noofellan eMy HCKaTb TO, YTO OH MCKal, M
HaWTH, TakuM oOpa3oM, Tex, kTo yo6un ero. Konbuo, 6e3
BCSIKOTO COMHEHHMs1, MOIJIO MPOJIMTL CBET HA TaitHy ero ruGenu.

Ho 310 6bINna HE MocnenHss yrpara, OXuaaBllasg MeHs Ha
Anrkope. [locne Toro kak npudbUIM NpeacTaBUTC/IN BlacTei,
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M coOpaBliMecs WIeHbl CeMbHM NAJIM CBOM TMOKAa3aHMsA, Ta,
KOTOPYIO 51 BCeraa Ha3blBaJl CBOEH MaTephlo, MOBEPHYJACh KO
MHe M OBICTpO, KaK OyATO onacasich, YTO €€ NMpepByT, NPOro-
BOpHIA PE3KHUM TOJIOCOM:

— Xo3s1H BceMy — Packwi. OH — Mos IUIOTh U KpPOBb,
HacJieAHUK MOETO OTLa, KOTOPbI Bianes 34ech BCeM JI0 TOro,
Kak nosiBwicst XaiiBen JIxkopH. B 3ToMm 51 rotoBa NpUCSATHYTh
nepen KOHCYJIOM.

S Bcerna 3HaJ1, 4To OHa Gosblie 100Ut Packiia, HO Tenepb
B e€ cJI0Bax INpo3By4yasl TaKOM XoJiofd, 4To A pacTepsuicsi. OHa
NpoAoJKaia, H BCE CTANIQ SICHO:

— Tb1, Mapaok, Bcero nuillb NpUEMHBIA cbiH. Ho TbI
JloJDKeH ObITh OnaromapeH MHe, Tebsl B 3TOM JoMe HHUKOIIa He
obmxanu. 1 HUKTO He CMOXET cKa3aTh, YTO 3TO HE Tak.

TIpu€MHBIH CbIH, OAUH M3 3MOPHUOHOB, OTINPABJIEHHbIX U3
TYCTOHAcEeJIEHHBIX MMPOB Ha OTHAJIEHHbIE IUIAHETHI C TEM,
4yToOBbI CcAesIaTh NMOMyASLUI0 OoJjiee pa3HOOOpa3HOI, YCHIHOB-
JNIEHHBIH U BOCIIMTAHHBIA MECTHLIMM XUTEISIMU.

To, uTo 51 ObUT He POAHLIM AJS1 HEE, HE CIMULIKOM MEHS
B3BOJTHOBaI0. Ho s1 He 6bu1 chiHOM XaiiBesna JIxXopHa — 3TO
6pUT0 ykacHo. MHe KaXeTcsl, OHa NMpOoYUTaja 3Ty MBIC]Ib B
MOHMX IJla3ax M oTnpsiHyna oT MeHs. Ho oHa 3psa Gosuiachk
HenpusATHocTei. Sl MoBepHYIICs U yLIEN, U 60Jblile HUKOTAA He
BO3BpallajICsl HU B 3Ty KOMHATY, HU B 3TOT IOM, HH Ha AHTKOp.
A He B3sn c coboW HHUYero, KpoMe Kojblla M3 KocMoca,
OCTaBJICHHOTO MHE B HacJIeACTBO.

I'nasa 3

[TIpocHyBLIHCY, 1 06GHAPYXHUN, YTO PaKes, KOTOPIH A 3aXér
NpH BXole B CBATWJIMILEC, C LUMMEeHHeM poropacTt. Yto TaM
cKasan ronoc? MHe pa3pellieHO ocTaBaThCs 34€Chb A0 TeX Mop,
TIOKa He ToracHeT 4eTBEPTLINA daken. S nocyoTpen Ha noi.
Tam nexano ew€ Tpu. A Betan, BuITalMA TAeOWMI daken U3
KpOHLWITEHHa ¥ BCTAaBWJI Ha €ro MecTo JAPYTOW.

YeTbipe dakena, a yto noroM? MeHsl CHOBa BLITONKAIOT Ha
ymuuy Kynru? Bpemsi oT BpeMeHM g pOHSN 3TOT BOIPOC B
MycTOTY, HO He MOoJy4yan HUKAKOro oTeeTa. S ABaxabl BO300-
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HOBJISUI NIOMCKH, NBITasiCb HAaWTH XUTPO 3aMacKUPOBaHHBI
Boixon. Bo MHe pocno pazouapomanue. Cynst mo MoeMy
XPOHOMETPY, s MPOBEN 3ech NMOJOBUHY HOYH M 4YacTb cledy-
joutero aHA. S BbicuMTan, 4YTO 4YeThIpEX akenoB XBaTHUT
TNpUMEpPHO Ha Tpoe cyTokK. Ho 3a10/ro 1o OKOHYaHUS 3TOro
CpOKa B3JIETUT KOpabib, Ha KOTOpbIH Mbl ¢ BoHOapoM Kynuin
6unersl. KanutaH He 6yneT 6€CrIOKOUTHCS, €CJIM MBI HMHM He
Bocnosb3yeMcsl. OKa3aBIIMCh HA IUIAHeTe, MaccaXupnl caMu
HecyT 3a cebs oTBeTCcTBeHHOCTh. KanuTaH, KOHEYHO, MOMbI-
Tajicsl Obl CNacTH WieHa CBOei KpeNnKo criasgsHHOW KOMaHIbl:
Belb OHHU CBA3aHbl y3aMH He MEHee NMPOYHBIMH, YeM B KJIaHe
WIH ceMbe, HO TOCTOPOHHHUM OH He cTasl 6bl MoMoraThb.

EcTb M y MeHs1 XoTb Maneiuuii waHc? Moxer ObIThb, 32
MHOM Habmonalor? Kak XpaHMTE/IM 3TOro MeCTa Y3HaloT, YTO
daxkensl yxe noropenu? WMiaum ¢ romaMM OHU NPHUBBIKAIOT K
CBOUM OOSI3aHHOCTSIM M 3HAIOT, KOraa NPHUOJIN3UTEILHO 3TO
norxHo npousoitn? Kakme uenn onu mpucnenywor? UYro
NOJIy4yaloT 3a cBoM ycayrH? Bo3daMoxHo, B XxpaMe NPUMYT Japhl,
TIIpUHEcEHHbBIE 6Ory; MHe 3TO yOexwulle BCE elu€ NnpeacTapis-
JIOCh KAKMM-TO PEJIMTHO3HBIM YYpeXIeHUEM.

A cHoBa N€r Ha KPOBaTh U NTOBEPHYJICS JIMLIOM K CTeHe. MHe
XOTeJIOCh BEPUTh, UTO 3a MHOM ciieasAT. OTo ObUia MOsi ocnen -
Haa Haaexna. [loaToMy g aeficTBoBas Haolnynb. JIBa KapMalii-
Ka Ha noTaiHoM nosce. Jlexauye TaM gparoueHHble KaMHU
CKOJIb3AT Mexay naigsuamu. S cxkan HX B Kyjlake U 3aMep,
TNIPUTBOPUBLUMCDH CIISLIUM.

Jlyquime u3 Hammx kaMHeii BoHaap 3anep B KopaGeasHOM
ceiide. B KOHLIE KOHLIOB OHH MOMAAYT MO0 MECTY OTIIpaBJIeHHH,
B KJIaJlOBYIO I0BeIMpa, ¥ OyAayT XaaTh TaM TOTo, KTO HHKOraa
yXe He NpUIET 3a HUMMH.

Te, 4TOo ocTaBaIMCh Y MEHS, He MNPENCTaBAsANN coboit
LIEHHOCTH, BO BCSIKOM CJIy4ae, Ha BHYTPeHHHX I1aHeTax. Ho
3aech 1Ba U3 HUX MOTJIM MOKa3aThCsl BeCbMa COO/Ia3HUTEIbH bI-
MHu. Oba ObIIH nuogaMM Moeii cOBCTBEHHOMH KOMMEpPYECKOM
AesATENIbHOCTU: OOMH — MaJIeHbKHI PE3HOM KPUCTaln B BUAE
IoJIOBBI IEMOHA C [J1a3aMH U3 pYOMHOB M KJIBIKAMH U3 XEITOTO
candupa, Npy4YyaIuBas aHTUKBapHas Belinua. BoaMoxHo, B
3TOM MMPE OLICHSIT UMEHHO MacTepCTBO pe34yuKa. BropuiM 6bin
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aMyJieT U3 KpacHOTO rarata, oMH U3 Tex, 4to oy ¢ [amMdyna
IepXaT B pyKax, Koraa ropopsr o aeinax. IIpyukocHoBeHue K
HeMY BbI3bIBaeT OlLUylleHHe YMHPOTBOPEHHOCTH, H, BO3MOX-
HO, OHM He HamnpacHO BbIOpaJIM TaKoil cmoco0 CHHUMaTh
HarnpsCKeHHE.

CKOJIBKO CTOUT YesloBeuecKasi XU3Hb? S Mor Ob1 BLIBEpHYTH
CBOM KapMaHbl HAM3HAHKY, HO 3HaJI, YTO MHE HaJO OCTaBHThb
KOe-4yTO TNpo 3amnac, Ha ciy4yaid, ecid MOW IUIaH yaacTcs.
OcTaHOBUB CBOM BBIOOpP Ha 3THUX IBYX KaMHSX, s1 IOBEPHYJICS
u cen. HoBblit aken cBeTH sipye cTaporo.

ManeHbKHIl CTONUK; s B3IJISIHYJI Ha Hero, 3aTeM Mepeceék
KOMHaTy, ceJl Ha TabypeTKy psiioM ¢ HUM M BBUIOXWI KaMHU
Ha ctosn. Ha aToT pa3 s He cTan npocutsb, a MOBEN cebsl Kak
TOprosell, Npeajaraloliui caesiky.

— ToBopsaT, BceMy ecTb CBOsI LieHa, — Hayai 5, CJIOBHO
obpainasich K YeJI0BeKy, CUIsILieMy HanpoTUB. — OIUH npo-
naét, apyroi nokynaer. I — 4yxoi Ha Ballei 3emie, Ha
Baluei ruiaHete TaHd. 1 HEBUHOBEH, HO MEHS MpecienylorT.
Moii ApYT H XO35IMH MEPTB, OH TOXe ObUT HE TOBUHEH HH B YéM,
HO ero yomnu. C Kakux 3TO NOp 3eJIeHOpsIChlE IBITAIOTCS
ybJaXUTh CBOero rocrnoauHa, rnpecjieaysi HHoBepleB? Passe
He CKa3aHo, YTO TOT, KTO NMPUHECEH B XePTBY HAaCWIbLHO, He
yrogeH BbICLIMM cuiaM?

Ia, s coBeplmnn youiicTBo, HO cliesiajl 3TO, 3aluuiias ceos,
M T'OTOB, €CJIM NOTpebyeTcs, 3aIUIaTUThb BBIKYTI 332 IPOJIMTYIO
KpoBb. Ho — mnoMHHTEe — s U3 MHOro Mupa, H Helb3s
npecjeioBaTb MeHS IO 3aKOHaM Ballei 3eMJIM, pa3 s He
Hapylua UX CO3HATEJIbHO H 3JIOHAMEPEHHO, 3a BCE COAesSIHHOE
51 OTBeYyal TOJIKO Iepel CBOMMH BJIACTSIMHU.

CaywaeT 14 MeHs XoTb KTo-HHOYnbs? Mnu Tand nexur tak
JaJIeKO OT UMBHMJIM30BaHHBIX MHPOB, YTO OHH MOTYT NpeHe-
6peub 3akoHaMu Kondenepauun? Yto 3HAYHT AN XpEeLOB
MeCTHOro 6oXecTBa NMOpAAOK, YCTAHOBJIIEHHBIA Ha paccTos-
HHHM MHOTHX CBETOBRIX JIeT oT HUX? S Takke He Tewmn cebs
Halexnoil Ha To, 4To cMepTb BoHaapa 3acTaBHUT Kakyio-
HHOYAb GNOTHANIO NMPUITH B ABHMXEHHE, YTOObI NMPU3BATh K
otBeTy xuteneit TaHda. [IyreliecTBys no oToanéHHLIM 3BE3-
IHBIM TpaccaM, Mbl PHUCKOBWIM HHMYYTh HE MEHblIE, YeM
BOJIbHbIE TOPIOBIbI.
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— 5 3amayy BBIKYTI 3a NMPOJIMTYIO KPOBb, — TIOBTODUI 1,
CIepXuBasl pacTylliee HeTepIieHHe, 3acTaBiisiad ceOs roBOpUTh
CNOKOIiHO. Sl pacKpbLl JIaloHb U MOKa3aj aMyJieT.

— DTOT KaMeHb MMeeT ocoOble NOCTOMHCTBA. TOT, KTO
JICPXUT €ro B pyKax BO BpeMs pa3roBopa WIM pa3MblUUIss O
BAXHBLIX BelllaX, COXPaHSET CNOKOWCTBUE M sICHBIH yM. —
yKpaliaJl CBOIO pe4b LIBETUCTHIMU 000pOTaMH, CBONCTBEHHBI-
MM peyd MECTHBIX XMTeJeH, cTapasch ynoTpebisTbh cJoOBa,
XapaKTepHBbIE IJIsi COCTOSITENbHLIX Jtoaeii. [lono6Hble Menoyu
nofyac MMEIOT OrpPOMHOE 3Ha4YeHHe.

— K 3TOMy MoryliecTBeHHOMY KaMHIO s ell€ nobasiio
TaJIUICMaH, — Tenepb s BHICTABWI Ha 00O3pEeHHUE pPE3HOM
KPHUCTAJUI, PacoOJIOXHB €ro Tak, YTo6n1 3106Hast GHU3NOHOMMUA
okasasnach cBepxy. — Kak Buaute, Ha HEM H3006paxeHo NULIO
AMdana (Ha caMoM JeJie OH ObUT U3 OpYyTroro MUpa, TaM 3TOT
KOLIIMapHbIif 1eMOH Heu3BecTeH. Ho oH HacTo/lbKO moxoaun
Ha BUACHHblEe MHOH HM300paxeHuss AMdana, YTO BMOJIHE MOT
COiiTH 3a Hero). [IocTaTOYHO NPHUKPEHUTH €ro K CBoeii HaJlo6-
HOM NMOBS3KE — U MOXHO He 60SAThCS rpUMac KpacHOIa30ro.
H6o, pa3Be He obpaTuTcsa AM¢an B 6ercTBO NpH BHIE CBOETO
cobcrBeHHoro auua? JIBoiiHy10 LieHY IUlady sl 3a IPOJIMTYIO
KpPOBb, Jal0 KAMEHb, KOTOPHIN Ae/acT YeJIOBeKa MYADPBIM, M
KaMeHb, CIIOCOOHBII 3aLIUTHTb OT TOTO, KTO NPWIETAET MO
HoYaM Ha KpBUIbSIX CEBEPHOTO BETpa.

Crapasics He IyMaTh O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXHO, 51 o0pallach
K IJIyXMM CT€HaM KOMHaTbl, U HET HUKOro, KTo Obl Habmonan
3a MHOM, s NMpOAOJIXa:

— B BaueM nopTy CTOUT KOpabib BOJBLHBIX TOProsueB. S
IUTa4y BaM BBIKYTI, a B3aMeH MpPOLUY JIULIb MPeJOCTaBUTbh MHE
BO3MOXHOCTb N€PErOBOPUTD C KAITHTAHOM.

IloTroM g Monya cumen, pasmisobiBas JieXallde Ha CToJe
KaMHH, Haaesich YIOBUTb XOTb MaJIeHI1IIUii 3BYK, KOTOpbIi MOT
6b1 CTYXMTBb TOATBEPXIECHUEM TOTO, YTO 51 611 yepluan. MHue
NMo-TIpexXHeMY HE BEpWIOCh, YTO YyOeXHllle NpefocTaBageTcs
UL Ha KOPOTKOE BPEMsl, H YTO T€ HECYAaCTHbIE, KOTOpbLIE
NOOLIBANIY 31€Ch 10 MEHS, HE HALIUIM CTIACHTELHOTO BLIXOJA.

A ycnpnuan wemyox uaM MHe nokasanock? Mor mm g
TIOBEPHTD, YTO ACHCTBUTEILHO YCIIbILAA 3TOT 3ByK? OH pas-
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Jasics 3a Moei CITMHOIM. Sl BbDKIaJT HEMHOTO, BCTaJI M MOJOLUEN
K HM1IIE KaK O6yATO U1 TOTO, YTOOBI HAITHTLCS U3 KyBLIMHA. 3a
HHM, B MaJIEHbKOH KOP3HHKeE, JieXaJl KyCOK IUIOCKOIO NMUPOra;
paHblIe ero 3aech He ObUl0. Sl CHOBa MOOHSUT cOobONa3HABIIMHI
MeHSI KOJIOKOJIbYHK U TIPUTOTOBWICS MO3BOHHMTB, HO TYT MOE
BHHMMaHHe NpHRBIEeKIa Kop3uHKA. OHa ObUIa COBUHYTA C MECTa,
M Ha IOJIKE OCTAaJIMCh NbUIbHBIE cieabl. [To ux BUaY sierko 6suU10
ornpeneNuTh, YTO OOHH M3 KaMHel B CTEHE NOBOpaYyMBaJICS.

BesycnoBHo, 1ET4OK MHe He moMepewwicsi. B creHe
IEeHCTBUTENILHO OBLUIO OTBEpCTHE, M 4Yepe3 HEero 3a MHOi
Habmoganu. MHe npuHecnu eny. I[Iupor kpouwncs ¥ max
TBoporoM. Ha Moii HHOTUIaHETHBII BKYC OH ObL1 OTBpaTHUTE-
JIeH, HO BCE Xe s cben ero. lonog — He TETKA.

Hwuyero HeT TpyaHee, 4eM XOaTh, HO S ceal BCE, UTO MOT.
®Maxken goropen, U g cobHpaicss NMOCTABUTb HAa €ro MECTO
HOBBIM, KOTa B IBEPHOM MpoEMe 6e3 BCSIKOTo Npeayrpexie-
HHUS noka3sascs 4yenoBeK. Sl MOTSHYyNCA K Na3epy, HO OH B3sUT
MeHs Ha TpHLeN paHblie, Y4eM MHe YAaJloCh HallymaThb NMpHU-
Kian.

— He nBuratecga! — mpukasan oH Ha Bajicuke, 3axons B
KOMHaTy. MHe Gpocuicsi B Ilaza KUTeJb CO LUKHMIEPCKHUM
3HaykoM y BopoTta. — [lonHuMu pyxu!

310 6bUT MHOMUPSAHHUH B ¢opMe BOJIbHOTO Toprosua. A
3aTana nbixaHue. [Toka Bc€, o 4EM 51 Mpocu1, ObLIO BBITNOJHE-
HO.

— Yero Tb1 X04yewb oT Hac? — Ero rnasa npuctaibHo, 6e3
BCAKOTO COYYBCTBHS CMOTpeiH Ha MeHsA. — Otseyaii. — OH
rOBOpHJ OTPLIBUCTO U HEOXOTHO, CJIOBHO TNMPHLIEN KO MHE He
1O cBOeH BOJIE H MOBCIOAY YYsUI ONACHOCTb.

— MHe HYXHO MecTO Ha Kopabne, — 51 CBEN CBOM OTBET K
KOPOTKOMY 3asiBJIEHHIO.

OH cpenan war Hasaa, NPUCJIOHWICA K CTEHE M YyCTalo
B3IJIIHY.1 Ha MeHs. Masnio 6BITh IPOCTO KYILOM, YTOObI CTaTh
LUKMIIEPOM Ha Kopabse BOJIbHBIX ToproBues. Jla, cuMrtaercs,
YTO OH — TOPTOBell, a He BOMH, HO OH HE IOJDKEH YCIOKaH-
BaTbCH U XHUPETh, yTPauuBasi OLICTPOTY peaKLMH.

— Te6s pa3opBYT Ha YacTH, KaK TOJBKO Thl BblilIEeLIb Ha
yauuy, — Bo3pa3wi oH. Ero na3sep Bc€ ewl€ 6bU1 HaLIEJIEH MHe
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B rpyab. He nmoxoxe 6bu10, 4TOOHI 1 pa3xkanoou ero. BoabHble
TOProBLEbI AepXaTcs ApyT Apyra, Kopabib — UX POAHOI IOM.
A Xe He ObUT WIEHOM MX KJ1aHa.

— Iocnyinaiite, WIKnnep, — 10 CHX NMOP S HUYETO OT Hero
He No0HBaJICs, ¥ Tenepb MHE HYXHO OBbUIO MOKa3aThb yMEHHE
BECTH IIEPETOBOPLI, €CJIH s XOTeJ CHACTH CBOIO XU3Hb. — UTO
BaM M3BECTHO 000 BCEM 3TOM?

— YT0 TBI OCKOPOHII ONHOTO CBSAILIEHHOCTYXUTENS ¥ YOUI
Apyroro.

— 5l — ToproBeu AparolieHHOCTSIMH, B MoOcenHee BpeMs
ObL1 yyeHuMKoM y BoHaapa Actna. Bol ciabiianu o Takom?

— Cabian. OH BeIET LIHPOKYIO Toproeaw. U yro ¢ Toro?
Pa3Be 3aecs, B KyHre, 3To MoXeT nmoc/IyxXuTh TeGe onpasaa-
HueM?

— MHe He B 4eM omnpasabiBaThcsd. — YTO cKa3aTh, YTOOBI
OH MHe nosepmwi? — Brl Xe He cyHUTaeTe, YTO YesIoBeK, Oynyuu
B 3IPaBOM yMe, CIIOCOOEH pa3BOPOLUNTL OCHMHOE THe310? Mul
3aKOHYWIM BCE CBOM [eNa, B3sUIM OWieTsl Ha «BoiipuHrep» u
3auuty B TaBepHY «IIsiTHHCTHII Bypon». Tyt BopBanuce 3ene-
HoOpsICble M YCTAHOBMWJIH 3TOT YEPTOB BOTYOK CO CTPEJIKOM. MbI
— HHOMHpsIHE, U NO3TOMY CYMTAIH cebsd B Ge30MacHOCTH.
T'OTOB MOKIACTBCA, YTO KOTIJa CTpPEJIKA OCTAHOBWIACh, OHA
yKa3blBasla NpIMO MexXxny HaMHM. U TyT 3esieHopsAchble OBUHY-
JIUCHL Ha Hac.

— Iloyemy? — g 3aMeTHN HegOBepHe B ero raszax. — OHHU
HE MIpaioT B 3TH MIPbl C HHOMUPSIHAMH.

— Ho, uixunep, Mb1 Toxe Tak aymany. OnHako 3To npasia.
BoHnapa 3ape3anu, Koraa oH MOMBITAICS OKa3aTh CONPOTUB-
JieHHe. S cXEr cBALLEHHOCYXUTENA U, OKa3aBLIKCh PAIOM C
JABEPDbIO, BLICKOYWI Ha yauuy. S cibliuan 06 3TOM CBATHIHLIE
M BOT...

— Ckaxu MHe, 4TO H306paxKeHo Ha TMYHOM 3Hake Bonmapa
Actna? CraBmo Tebs B M3BECTHOCTb. MHEe AOBOAMWIOCH €r0
BHIETh, — OH TOBODWJ, KaK CTpeJIsUl M3 Jla3epa.

— OnasioBbIii MOJyMecsLl U MEXIY €ro poraMH neyatrka —
ronosa rpudoHa M3 OTHEBHTA, — OLICTPO OTBETHI I, XOTS M
YAUBMIICS, OTKya 3TOMY BOJIbHOMY TOPIrOBLly M3BECTEH 3HaK
MarucTpa reMOJIOTMH, KOTOPbIi NMOKA3bIBAJICH TOJILKO PABHBIM
Mo paHry.
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OH KMBHYJ M CYHYJ Jlazep B KoOypy.

— Kaxkoro Bpara Haxun cebe 3nech Actn?

B y6exuiue y MeHs 6bU10 JOCTaTOYHO BpeMEHH Ha Pa3MBbIlil-
JIeHHMd, ¥ A TOXe 3aaaBaj cebe 31oT Bonpoc. ToT, KTo xaxnas
MECTH, BNOJIHE MOTI NOICTPOUTh YOMHCTBO MOEro Xo3siMHa.
IIpennonaraercs, 4To AEMOH BbIOMPpPAET CBOIO XEPTBY caM, 6e3
MOMOLIH CITYXHUTEJIEH KybTa, HO XOIST CJIYXH, YTO CMEPTHLIE
MHOTIIA NMOMOTaloT €My B 3TOM. B0O3/10XHB COOTBETCTBYIOLIHE
Japhbl K €ro aJiTaplo, MOXHO cejaTh TaK, YTOObI XepTBONPHU-
HolIeHHe 6bUIO YTOOHO He TOJBKO 3€JICHOPSCHIM M UX rocno-
nuHy. Ho MbI He ccopWIHCh € BIaCcTh UMYIIMMHU. MBI MoceTHIH
XaM3apa, oCMOTpeJIH ero ToBapbl M KYNMWIH To, YTo BoHnmap
CY€N HeoOXOOHMBIM, TMONENWINCh C HUM HOBOCTSAMHU. 3aTeM
noObIBaJIM Ha Oas’ape y KOYEBHUKOB M MOTOPrOBAIMCH U3-3a
HeoOpaboTaHHBIX KPHMCTAUIOB, KOTOpbie OHH LOOBIBAIOT B
COJIIHBIX ITyCTBIHSIX, HO 00e CTOpPOHBI OCTAJIMCh INOBOJIbHBI
cneaxoi. Hukako# cBsA3H c oOpylIMBLUMMCS Ha Hac Hec4YacThb-
eM! S BeIHYyXIEeH ObU1 NPU3HATHL 3TO, XOTA ObLI Obl pal, eciu
Obl BCE OOBSICHWIOCH TaK IPOCTO.

— 3710 He 00s3aTe/IbHO CBSI3aHO C BalUMMH AejlaMH Ha
TaHde, — oTBeTi Wikunep. OH CMOTpeN Ha MeHs, KakK OyaTo
XKIajl, 4YyTo s cKaxy eMy, Kro youn BoHaapa M nouemy.
MrHoBeHHe CIYCTA OH NMPOAOJIKIIL:

— Hexotopble yaapbi MOryT GbITh HanpaBleHbl H30aJICKA.
BnpoueM, Oynelub M Thl MCTHTh 33 CBOEIO XO3siMHA WIH HET
— 1Bo€ neso. KoHeuyHo, ecanu Tebe ymacTcsl BBIMTH OTClOAA
xuBbIM. Yero Thl Xxouewb oT Hac? Thl npocHUIb B3SITH TS C
co6oii. Ho kak?

— Peuuajite camu, — Bo3pa3wi 1. — S omnayy Mecto Ha
Kopabsie 4 npoe3a no Omickaiiliei IaHeThl, Ha KOTOpoi ecTh
naccaxxupckuii nopt. U He rosopure, — TyT A pellnn NoaHa-
XaThb, TEPSATh MHe ObLJIO HeYero, BCE€ U TaK BHUCEJIO Ha BOJIOCKE,
— YTO Bbl HE CMOXeTe OCBOOOAMTHL MEHS, AaXe €CIU 3aXOTHTE.
BceM M3BECTHO MOIYLIECTBO BOJIbHBIX TOPTrOBLEB.

— Mb1 3a60THMCS TONIBKO O CBOMX. Thl — He Haul.

— Bl 3a6oTHTECDh €11E M 0 CBOEM rpy3e. [IpuMure MeHs B
KayecTBe Ipy3a, LU€HHOIo Ipy3a.

OH BHE€3anHO YJNbIOHYNCA:

34



— Pas3sBe 4TO rpy3a, — y/abI6Ka Mcye3na ¢ €ero auua, U oH,
NpUUIYPUBLINCh, YCTaBWICS Ha MeHs, KakK OyATo mopa ero
B3IVIIAOM S ACHCTBHUTEJIBHO MOT NpEBPAaTUTLCA B LMK WIH
TIOK, KOTOPHIii MOXHO NOJIOXHUTb B TPIOM Kopabis.

— Tl cka3an, YyTo 3aIUlaTHlb, — OH CHOBA OXMBWICS, —
CKOJIBKO M 4yeM?

S oTBepHYyJICS M OLIApKJI B KApMalllKe Ha NOTaitHOM nosice.
3areM nokaszal eMy TOo, 4YTO ObUIO Yy MEHS B pyKaxX; KaMHHU
BCIIBIXHYJIN B cBeTe ¢akena. IIpnbuuis 3a nonroma ot ocMoT-
PHUTENbHON CaMOCTOSITEJIbHONH TOPTOBJIM: [BA KAMHS, NMPaKTH-
YeCKH HACATbHO NMOAXoNsLINe IPYT K APYTY, — rna3a Kunema,
30JIOTHCTO-aJIble C 3eJIEHBIMM MCKOpKaMM B IyoumHe. Ecim
CMOTpeTh Ha HUX JOIro, UBET HayuHa MeHATbed. Her, 3o,
KOHEYHO, He COCTOSIHHME, HO €CJIM IPOAAaBaTh MX C YMOM, 32 HUX
MOXHO NOJIYYHTb CTOJILKO X€, CKOJILKO He CIIMLIKOM Be3y4yHid
TOproBell 3apabaTeiBaeT 3a BCIO Noe3aKy. bonblie MHe Hedyero
OBLIO TNPEeMJIOXWUTD, U 5 MOHSUI, YTO OH Aorajajcs o6 3ToM.

OH He cTaJl TOproBaThCs M XasiTh Moii ToBap. He 3Halo0, 6bU1a
JIM y HETO XOTb KaIUIsl COYYBCTBHMS KO MHE, HO OH B3IJISIHYJ Ha
KaMHH, 3aTeM Ha MeHS, KUBHYJ U, NPOTSHYB PYKY, HAaKpbLT UX
JIaOHbIO, TOKAa3aB TEM CaMBbIM, YTO 3HAKOM TaKKe M C
IpaBWIaMHM Halleit TOproBiu. BojibHblE TOPrOBLbI HE YITYCTAT
HHMKaKOro ToBapa ¥ TOPIyIOT BCEM NMOHEMHOTY.

— WNném!

S ocTaBuI CBOM NMOJHOWIEHHS HAa CTOJIMKE M BbILLEN BCien
32 HUM U3 KOMHaThl. MeHSl yAOBIETBOPWIO TO, KaK OHH
BBINOJIHWIM CBOIO 4acTb yroBopa. MEblI CHOBa OKa3aJIuCh B
Tpoxofe, B KOTOPOM HOYbLIO ropesiu ¢akesbl, HO Tenepb OHU
6bUTH MOTrallieHbl, ¥ CKBO3b ITIa3HbIE OTBEPCTHS YyIOBHLIA HA
IBepU npobyBaics nHeBHO¥H cBeT. LlIkunep Harnynaca, nogHan
JiexaBLIMH Ha NoJly CBEPTOK, BCTPSXHY/ €ro M MokKasajl MHe
TIOHOWIEHHY1I0 GOPMEHHYIO ofeXny U ¢dypaxKy.

— Hapens 3T10.

S paccMesncs, YyBCTBYS JIETKOE IOJIOBOKPYXEHME.

— Iloxoxe, BbI BCE MpUIOTOBWIM 3apaHee, — cKa3alk f,
HaTArvBas 4yepe3 roJIoBy KUTEb ¥ 3aBapHBast €ro no nosicy u
y Bopota. OH 6bU1 MHE MaJl, HO HE CJIIMLIKOM.

— [IpuroroBun, — oH 3anHynica. — Jlo Hac QOLIIN COYXH.
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UM Haw kanurtad 3Hai Actia. Korna HaM coo6wm o Tebe, oH
3aMHTEPECOBAICSA U INOCNAJI MEHS.

OH cxan ry6sl, naBag MHE NMOHATb, YTO Oonbllle M3 HEro
HUYETo HE YOACTCA BHITAHYTb. Sl 6bLT OKPBUIEH CBHAECTENBCT-
BOM TOTO, YTO OH NPHILUEJ C LIEJBIO CIIAaCTH MEHS, XOTs IOo-
TpexXHeMy Npearnoyeén Obl MOSABUTLCSA B ABEPSIX C OPYXHEM B
pyKax.

Mpbl nouutd ApYToi AOpOroii, BOJBHBIM TOProBell KpyTO
CBEPHYII K CTEHE CJieBa M XJIONHYJ Mo Hel JagoHblo. Takoro
yaapa ObU10 HEIOCTATOYHO AJIS TOIO, YTOOBI TSKENBIN KaMEHb
NpULLIET B IBIDKEHHE, TEM HE MEHEE OH CABHUHYJICS, OTKPBLIB
ellé OOMH Y3KHH MPOXO[, Y WKUIIEP YBEPEHHO LIAarHyJ B HETO,
NpeNOCTaBUB MHE CJie10BaTh 3a HUM. Koraa kaMeHb 3a HalueH
CIIMHOI BEPHYJICS Ha MECTO, Mbl OKAa3aJIUCh B I'YCTOI TEMHOTE,
BbI3BaBllIEl Yy MEHS HENPHUSTHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHMUSA O NEpeyKax,
MO KOTOPLIM f IO 3TOTO criacajcsi 6ercTBoM.

[Ipoxon ©bL1 OYEeHb Y30K, TaK YTO MBI JaxXe 3adeBajii
IJieYaMH 3a cTeHbl. Mol MpOBOAHMK BHE3aNTHO OCTAHOBWICS,
M s HaleTel Ha Hero. Pa3nasics 1emyoK, U BC€ BOKPYT 3aJIWIO
APKUM CBETOM.

— HnéM, — OH NpOTAHYN pyKY U NOTAUIWI MeHs 3a co6oiA.
S Mopran ¥ UIypuiI rnasa, ocjerniime oT IpKoro cofHua. Mel
OYYTWIHCH B JPYTOM IEpeyiKe, BOOJb CTEHbI KOTOPOIO TAHY-
Juck 6aku ¢ otxogaMH. Kakue-To TBapy KONMOLIWINCH B TPSI3H
M TIPLICKAJIM B CTOPOHBI M3-NOJ HallMX OalliMakoB, OHA U3
HMX 3allMIe/a Ha FMHYBUIETO €€ LIKUIepa, TOT IPA3HO BhIpY-
rajcs. lllecTh TOpOIUIHBLBIX IIMPOKMX LIAMOB, U Mbl BHICKOYWIH
Ha y/ouky noyuiue. S crapajicsa He orisAbIBaTLCA U 6oposics
C XelaHHeM NycTUTbcs 6eroM. [Ipuxoaunoch NpUTBOPATLCA
6€33a00THBIM M NPUHOPABIMBATLCA K MOXOAKE LIKUIEpa.

Haxoneu BopoTra nopra octanuch nosagu. Kak s u nymain,
«BolipuHrep» yxe B3JeTesi, H TaM OCTaBaJiCs TOJILKO KOpabib
BOJIBHBIX TOPIOBLIEB, KOTOPBIH CTOSUI, YNEPLIWChL CTaOMIN3a-~
TOpOM B BbDKXKEHHy0 3emuio. lllkunep cxBaTWi MeHs 3a
pYyKaB.

— Kaxercs, onacHocTs.

Ho 51 yxe 3aMeTHn ApKHe psichl, KMLIALIKMe BOKPYT KOpa6ns.
Hac oxunana TopxectBeHHas BcTpeya. BoaMoxwHo, onM pac-
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CYHUTBHIBAJIM, YTO 3arHAHHOMY WHOMHUPSHHHY HeKyna Gonblie
OexaTh, KAK Ha €JMHCTBEHHBII OCTaBLIMICS B OPTY KOpabib.
— Tr1 nbsAH, cow€n ¢ kopabia U Hamwics, — MPOLUUNE
MHe LIKHMIep, COBCEM KaK Ta TBapb M3 Iepeynka. — ITO
JOJDKHO noMoyb. — I BuIes, YTo OH coOupaeTcs yoapHTh
‘MEHsI, HO He YCIeJ OTCKOYUTb B CTOpPOHY. Sl MOYyBCTBOBAI
pe3Ky10 60Jb B roadoponke M, JOJDKHO ObITb, TYT Xe ynal U
OTKJIIOYWICS, NMOTOMY YTO Ha 3TOM MOM BOCIIOMHHAHHUS O
TaHde obpriBaloTCS.

B ronose cry4yanu 10BeIMpHblE MOJIOTOYKH, MEIHBII 00pyd
cXXHMasics Bc€ Tyxe. Sl He Mor Jaxe pyKoif e BeJIbHYTh, YTOObI
TIpEKpaTHUTDb 3TY NBITKY. [loTOM MeHs1 OKaTWIM BOAOM, U 5 cTal,
3agbIxasicb, IJIOTaTh BO3AyX; Ha KAaKoe-TO MIHOBEHHE CTyK
MOJIOTOYKOB YTHX. SI ¢ TpyaoM pa3sxkas BEKH.

Ilepeno MHOM npeacTano Yné-TO JIMLO, ABA JULA, OTHO —
O4YeHb OJIM3KO, ApYyToe, paciUulbiBYaTOe, — ropas3no Aablie.
To, yto BOIM3H, OBUIO MOKPHITO LIEPCTBLIO, C 30JIOTUCTO-
3eJIEHBIMM IVIa3aMH, Ha CTOSYMX ylIaX BUOHETUCh KHUCTOYKH.
Cy1l1ecTBO OTKPbUIO YepPHOTYOBIH POT, M 1 YBHAE KIMHOBUA-
HO€E TNpOCTPAHCTBO, YCaXeHHOe KIbIKaMU, M TMOKMIA Lieplua-
BBIM fA3BIK. DTO JIMLO ObUIO OYEHDb MaJIEHBKHM.

Tenepb npubIU3WIOCH TO, YTO MOGOJBLIE, U 5 MOMbBITAICS
COCpenoTOYUTLCSI Ha HEM. OHO OBLIO MOKPLITO KOCMHYECKHM
3arapoM, BOJIOCHI KOPOTKO OCTPHXE€HBbI; BO BCEM OCTATbHOM
MoX0Xe Ha JIMLO JI000ro YwieHa 3KMnaxa, HeBbIpa3HTesbHOE,
6e3 onpenenéHHOro Bo3pacra.

A ycneiuan ciosa:

— Hy BOT Tbl cHOBa ¢ HaMH.

CHoBa? ChHosa rae? UYrto-To JIEHHMBO lIEBEJLHYNIOCH B
naMsatv — B cBATWIMLIe? HeT! Sl monbiTasics cecTh, HO ro1oBa
Moluia KpyToM, U MeHs 3aTolHuI0. OaHaKo, Koraa s1, MoaTa -
KHMBaeMbIi rpyObIMH pyKaMH, OMNSITb PAcTSAHYJCS Ha KPOBaTH,
TO NOYYBCTBOBA BHOPaLHIO, KOTOpask He Morna Obl coTpsgcaTh
creHbl KyHrH, — s 6611 Ha 60pTy Kopab:1s, H OH yXe B3neTe.
Kak Tonbko s MoHsn 3To, MeHs OXBaTWJIO 4yBCTBO TaKOTro
OTPOMHOTO 06JIer4YeHUsl, YTO sI BHOBb NOTPY3WICS B NOJTyCOH-
TMOJy3a6bITheE. ’

Tak s okaszancs Ha 6opty «Bectpuca». lllxunep neicTu-
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TEJLHO YIapWI MEHS IO TOJIoBe, YTOORI NPOHECTH Ha Kopabib,
BBIAAB 3a CBOEIO MbsAHOIO NnoMourHuka. Ho, noxHo 6bITh, TE,
K KOMY OH IIPMMEHSUI CWIY PaHblie, ObUTH CAENaHbl U3 APYTOTro
TecTa, IOTOMY YTO S HaxOAWIcsA B 6ecCO3HATENBHOM COCTOSI-
HHUH JoJblile, YeM XoTesnoch Obl Bpawy. Korma s, HakoHel,
NOJIHOCTBIO CTAJ BOCIPHHHMMATh OKpyXalollee, To obHapy-
XKW1, 4TO JIEXY B TeCHOH aMOy/laTOpHH, B KOTOPYIO OOLIYHO
K1aayT TsoKeN1o0oIbHBIX. Yepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMsi sl BCTpeTHI-
cs ¢ KallMTaHoOM AlizapaHoM. Kak M Bce BoJIbHbIE TOPTOBLIbI,
OH poJIWICS Ha KopabJie, BOCIIMThIBaJICA Ha Kopabiie U npuHan-
Jexan K TOMYy THMITy JIOd€if, 4yTo BcE Oonblue M Oosblie
OT/IMYAIOTCA OT TeX, Ybs XHM3Hb NMPOXOOMT Ha IUtaHeTax. [o
3TOro 1 JIMIIb U3pelKa BCTpedasics ¢ BOJIbHBIMH TCProBLAMM
M 0OHAapYXWI, YTO NPH TaKOM OGJIM3KOM 3HAKOMCTBC C HUMH
YYBCTBYIO ce0s KpaiiHe HeloBKO. Sl pacckaszaj eMy CBOIO
MCTOPHIO, H OH BLICJIylIaJl MEHSI, 3aT€M CIIPOCHJI, KTO MOT 6b1
XenaTb cMepTH BoHnapa AcTiia, HO § HE CMOT €My OTBETHUTD.
S ObIn yBepeH, YTO MEXOY MOHMM XO3SHHOM M KAIIUTAHOM B
MpPCLUION CYLIECTBOBasla Kakas-To cBs3b. Ho AiizapaH He
YIIOMHHAJI 00 3TOM, a 1 He.ocMeIwIcs cripocuTs. C MeHs1 OpU10
JOCTaTOYHO TOrO, YTO OH OTBE3ET MEHS B NPYTOH MMp, rae 4
CMOTIY YCTAaHOBUTbL KOHTAKTHI C JIIOAbMHU, 3HaBUIMMHU MEHs KaK
yayeHuka BoHpapa.

IlyTewiecTBoBaTb B OTKPHITOM KOCMOCE BeCbMa CKYYHO,
MO3TOMY Yy MeHs ObLJIO BpeMsl COCTaBHTh IUIaHBI Ha Oynylee.
YneHbl 3KUNaxa oObIMHO U300peTaloT cebe pasHble 3aHATHS,
yToGBI He Oe3aeNbHHYaTh, @ MHE OCTARIOCh TOJNBLKO AyMaTh,
M MBICIM MOHU OBUIM HACTOJILKO HETPHUSATHBI, YTO MHE He
XoTesloch Obl MOAPOOGHO OCTAHABIMBATHCS HA HHX.

¥ Actna 6bUtH CBSI3U BO MHOTHX MHpPaX M, BITOJIHE BEPOSATHO,
Hauuioch Obl ABa-TPH YeJloBeKa, KOTOphle OXOTHO NpefocTa-
BWIH Obl MHE BO3MOXHOCTb OTKPBITH O€JI0 Ha KaKo¥-116o
riadete. Ho 9 pa3Gupasiics B KAMHSIX KaK TOProBell, s He Obin
IOBEJTHPOM M HE CTPEMIJICS K OCENJIOMY CYLUECTBOBAaHUIO. MHe
CIHILKOM MNpHILENCS Nno BKycy obpa3 xu3HU Bonpapa. Kap-
MalllKM MOEro NoTaifHOTO mosica NMPaKTHYECKH OMYCTENH, H
MHE HYXHO 6bUto no6pathest 1o OmpKaiiliero nopta, YToObl
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B3AThb IICHET U3 NpeXHHX 3anacoB. KpoMe Toro, Mou cbepexe-
HUsA ObUTH BecbMa orpaHHyeHbl. ONMH 5 He CMOry NPOAODKaTh
Iena. A BOHIApOB acT/OB, K KOTOPLIM 51 Mor Obl MOWTH B
o0yyeHHe, ObUTO OYEHDb MaJIO, €CJIM TOJILKO OHH BooOLIE OBLTH.

M ewé, uyro Kpoercs 3a cMepThio Bounapa? S npuweén x
TBEPAOMY YOEXIEHHUIO, UTO yOUIicTBO 6BLIO NMOACTPOEHO, H HE
OINHHMH TOJILKO 3eNieHopsichiMU. Ho cKosnbko s1 He nepebupain
CBOM BOCIIOMMHAHHS, MHE He NpPHIUET B TOJOBYy HM OAMH
cJTy4yaH, KOTOpbIi Mor Obl IaTh KOMY-JIM00 MOBOJ XeJaTh €ro
CMepTH. A BO3MOXHO, M He TOJBKO €ro, oTOMY YTO 3€J€HO-
psicble HamnajJi Ha Hac obouX.

¥YXe Bo BTOpoii pa3 sl CTaJl CBUAETe/IeM BHE3aIrTHOM ribenu
61m3Koro MHe 4esioBeka. Sl cHoBa nmoayMai o6 oTle, BepHee O
TOM, KOro Bceraa 0yny cYMTaTh CBOMM OTLIOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH
oOpamajicss co MHOM TaK, Kak OyaTo s ObUl €ro IUIOThIO M
kpoBbio. OH npenBuaes, YTO NMPOU30OHIAET MOC/E €r0 CMEPTH,
M YCTPOMJI MO€ Oyylilee JIYYLIMM, KaK eMYy Ka3aJloch, 0Opa3oM.
Kto 6bL1 Yy Hero B TOT AeHb? A KocMmuyeckoe konbuo? S
Hallapwi nocJjeIHHUMH, caMblil TyOOKHI KapMallieK IoTaifHOTo
rnosica, HO He OTKpbUI €ro, TOJILKO IPOLIyIal CKBO3b HEro
oYyepTaHMs KoJiblia C TyCKJIbIM KaMHeM. JleHcTBUTENbHO JIH
yOuitua orua uckain uMeHHo ero? Eciau na, To noyemy? Her,
sl To-TIpeXXHeMy He BHAe] HUKAKOH CBA3H C COOBITMSIMM,
npousoueninMu Ha TaHde. Bc€, HalineHHOe Ha Tejle XepT-
Bbl, NEPEXONMIO B COOCTBEHHOCTDb 3€JIEHOPSCHIX M NOAHOCH-
JIoOCb MMM CMepPTOHOCHOMY AeMoHy. Eciam ©Obl s ctanm mux
XEepTBOH, KOJIbLIO He JOCTA/IOCh Obl HUKOMY, KPOMeE HHX.

Y MeHs 6bUTO0 Mano GaKToOB, M I MOT A0 OECKOHEYHOCTH
CTPOUTDb pa3jIMYHbIe FUIIOTE3bl, 6e3 BCIKON HaneXnbl Y3HaTbh,
KakKye M3 HUX ObUTM GJIM3KM K MCTHHE. XOTS CO BpEeMEHEM,
Korza si HauHy 3apabaTeiBaTh cebe Ha XHM3Hb, MHE BCE paBHO
NpUAETCA BLISCHUTB, YTO TOCTYXWIO NPpHYMHONH rubenu Bo-
Haapa. 5] Benb OBLI CBSI3aH C HUM HACTOJIBKO TECHBIMM y3aMH,
4YTO, BO3MOXHO, 51 6yly BHIHYXIEH CHa4yasla OTOMCTHTD 3a HETo.

A 6b11 BcE elw€ nanéx ot pelieHUs CBOei ABOIHOM Nnpobine-
M1, Koraa «Bectpuc» npuroroBmwics K nocanke, Ho He Ha TY
FUIaHeTy, KyAa 1 CTPEMWICS, 3@ B ONHOM M3 OTHAJIEHHBIX MHPOB.
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IIxunep OcTpeHn He cTajl paclpoCTPaHATLCS O NMPUYHHAX,
3aCTaBMBUIMX MX NMpPHU3eMIUThCA 3aech. Ha Hawn B3msam, TyT
6bU10 XapKOBaTO U CJIMILIKOM MHOTO OyIHO pacTUTENILHOCTH.
MecTHble XHMTEMUM NPOMCXOAWIM OT JIATyLIEK U He Obuid
ryMaHouaaMu. OHH TOPIOBaJIM JIEKADCTBEHHBIM BELLCCTBOM,
noJiydaeMbIM NYTEM pepMEHTALMU COKa ONpeaeEHHBIX pac-
TeHuil. g obMeHa «BecTpuc» npuBE3 UKpY pakooOpa3HbIX.
Mx pazBoaniu B caikax U CYMUTAIU AEJIMKATECOM.

— 3910 MOXeT TeOst 3aMHTepecoBaTh, — OCTpPEH BbIHYJ U3
PYHAYKA TPH NpeAMETa M PacloyoXujl UX Ha OTKUAHOM JOCKeE.

Po3zoBaTo-nunoBbie, OHH HATOMHUHAIM KpolleyHble hUryp-
K. S BuITAlUII JIyTIy, YTOOBI paccMOTPETbh UX nobixke. 3To
OeUCTBUTENIbHO ObUTM GUIYPKH, CTPAHHBIC M TIPHYYLJIUBLIE,
KaK M300paXeHHUs AJeMOHOB, CO3JaHHble BOOOpaXKEHHUEM XY~
noxHUkoB TaHnda. OHH Ka3auch NEpJaMyTPOBBLIMHU, XOTS U
He ObUTH BbIpe3aHbl M3 Hero. Sl Takux paHblle He BUaesl. DTO
6bU1H 3a6aBHBIE BELLIMLIbI, KOTOPblE MOIJIM TOHPABUTLCS cOOU-
pareyisiM peaKOCTeH.

— Tyr ectb Hekuii CanpMckap, riaHrarop. OH cTaBUT
3KCNepUMEHTHI C paKkaMU-MyTaHTaMU. Ha 3ToM 3nech aepxur-
cs Haia Topromisi. Bc€ Tak ObICTPO MyTHpPYET, YTO yXe Ha
clleqyolMi ron He Aa€T nopoaucroro npumwiona. OH BBOAUT
B TeJIO MYTaHTa KpOUIEYHOE MeETa/UIMYecKoe 3EPHBILIKO, a
yepe3 TpHU-YeThipe roaa MnojydyaeTcs BOT Takas 1uTtyka. [lng
Hero 3To He Gosblue, YyeM yBiaeyeHHe. Ho ThI MOXelb KYTTUTD
NapTHIO, €CJIM HAMAELb 3TO BLITOAHBIM.

S 3Han BOJBHBIX TOProBLUEB M TO, KAK PEBHUBO OHMH-
OXPaHSIOT Tai{HBI ITPOUCXOXIEHHUSA CBOMX ToBapoB. Eciu 6bl
MYTaHTHbIE XEMYYXXHHBI TPEACTaBIIIM cO60H KaKy10-Hybyab
LeHHocTb, OcTpeHA He caenan Obl MHE TAKOIO NpeloXeHHUs.
A BIpYT 3TO NpoBepKa Wi JoByuika? Teneps MHe nosclony
Mepelwinch onacHocTH. IToxoxe ObUTO Ha TO, YTO OH MoOa-
CTpeKaeT MeHs K HapylLIeHHIO KopabenabHbIX 3aKOHOB. Ho 06
3TOM 51 EMY, KOHEYHO, He cka3as. Elu€ onHa MasieHbKas TaliHa
BI0OOABOK K OCTaNbHLIM. Sl NMpoOsIBUI HENMPUTBOPHBIN MHTEpecC-
M Jaxe noaymaj O TOM, YTO MOXHO ObUIO OBl NMpEmsIOXHTH
B3aMEH, XOTS U He cobMpasics HU MycKaTh B X0 HEMHOIHE M3
OCTaBLUMXCS Y MEHS LIEHHOCTE M, HM TOProsaTh 6€3 NOJHOro Ha
TO COINIAcCHsl MOMX TENEPELIHUX CYTHHUKOB.
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I'nasa 4

BonbHble TOProBibl BEAYT 3aMKHYTBI 06pa3 XM3HHU U He
0611Aa0TCA C NTOCTOPOHHUMH, NMO3TOMY 5 OLUT NPeAoCTaBIeH
caMoMy cebe, ecllM HE CYHMTaTh OJHOIO WICHa 3KMIaxa,
CKpalIHBaBLIErO MOE€ oqUHO4YecTBO. I NMOCTOSAHHO BUAEN ps-
JIoM ¢ co60ii TO caMoe MOKPHITOE HIEPCThIO CYLIECTBO, KOTOpOE
HaxoAWIOCh Bodjlle MeHs, Korga g ouHyncsa. KopabGenbHast
KOLIKaA Mo KIHyKe BaibKupHsa cuuTana MeHs1 BaXHOIA nepco-
HOI ¥ MpOBOAMIA NOJITHE Yackl, CBEPHYBIINCH Ha KOHKEe WIH
Ha TOJIy B OTBEAIEHHOI MHE KaloTe M Habmionast 3a MHOM.

S He npHMBBIK K OOIIECTBY XMBOTHBIX, M BHayaje e€
BHUMaHHE pa3ipaXajlo MEHs, 1 HUKaK HE MOT OTAE/aThCA OT
CTPaHHOTIO OLIYLIEHHSI, YTO B 3THUX KPYIIbIX HEMMIalOLIMX
I71a3axX TAUTCA pa3yM, KOTOpbIH OTMeYaeT KaxXaoe MOE€ ABIXe-
HHE, aHaJIM3UpYeT M OLICHHUBaeT MeHS U MOE IOBeAcHME.
OnHakKo CO BpeMeHeM A CTajl TepIUMee OTHOCHTHCA K Hell, a
noj KOHel, KOoraa BBIACHWIOCh, YTO WieHbl KOMAaHObI HeE
CKJIIOHHbBI HH K KAaKUM IIPOSIBICHHSAIM JPYXECKMX 4YYBCTB,
BBIXOASLUHX 33 pAMKH XOJIOMHOM BEXJIMBOCTH, 51 O6Hapyxw,
YTO CTaJl pa3roBapMBaTh C HeH 3a OTCYTCTBMEM JApPYToro
cobeceaHuka. Mexay co6oii BoIbHble TOProBILbI OO1LATHCH Ha
CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM f3LIKE, KOTOPOIO s HE MOHUMaJ, U 3TO
Aenano Gecnosyie3HOMH M00YI0 MOMBITKY CIEAUTD 332 X pa3roBo-
PpoM.

BepHyBumch nocne 6eceast ¢ OCTpeHICM B CBOIO KAIOTY, 51
OOHapyxun TaM BanbKyMpHIO, HEMPUHYXIEHHO PacTAHYBUIY-
10csl Ha Moel Koiike. DTo ObUIO KpacuBoe, THOKOe co3JaHue,
MOKPLITOE TYCTOH KOPOTKOHM 1lIepCcThio, cepebpucro-ceporo
LIBETA, C YEPHBIMM KOJISYKAMH Ha xBocTe. MHorna oHa Bripa-
XaJjia CBOIO MPUBA3aHHOCTD KO MHE, M ceifyac, NOAHSIB roJIoBY,
YTOOLI NOTEPETLCH O MOIO PYKY, OHa PalOCTHO 3aMypJIbIKaa.
A penxo yaoctauBasics TAKHMX 3HAaKOB BHUMaHHs, TO3TOMY ObLI
MOJbIIEH M MPOAOJIXKAJ IMIaNHUTh €€, 06NyMbIBast MPeNJIOXXEHHE
LIKHUIepa.

M&1 cobupannch B CKOpOM BpeMEHH COBEPLIMTD IMOCAAKY Ha
TUIaHeTY HeNoAaNéKy oT Toii ¢pakTopuH, rae jJoau ¢ «Bectpu-
ca» 6pIBaM M paHblie. [opomoB TaM He OBUIO, MECTHBIE
XHTeNH, CKIOHHbIE K KOYeBOMY 00pa3y XU3HH, CTPAaHCTBOBa-
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M KJIaHaMU To 3a607104eHHOM MEeCTHOCTHM Brosb pek. Hec-
KOJIBKO 60Jiee LMBWIH30BaHHbIX U MpPeAITPUHMYMBBIX KIaHOB
060OCHOBAJIMCH HEMOJANIEKY OT TEX MECT, Ileé OHU Pa3BOAWIH
pakoobpa3HbiX. Ho 310 65U1H M1 OTOPOXEHHBIE YaCTOKO-
JIOM CKOIUIEHHMS] HENPOYHBIX XWXHMH U3 0OMa3aHHOIoO WIOM
TPOCTHMKA.

IToytu Bc€ Moé uMylecTBO octanioch Ha Tande. Teneps s
NPOU3BET MHBEHTapHU3aLIMI0 CBOMX CKYAHbIX ITOXUTKOB, NbITa-
SICh OTIPEJIEJINTD, €CTh JIU CPEAN HUX XOTb YTO-HUOYb, IPUIOI -
Hoe 17151 obMeHa. Te nel€Bble KAMYLUIKH, YTO €1I€ OCTaBaJIUCh
B MOEM MNOTafHOM nosice, HeJb3s1 ObUIO TPOraTh, a U BpSA JIU
OHH MOTJIH 3auHTepecoBaTh CanbMcKapa. Sl noxanen o TIokax,
OpoleHHbIX B TOCTUHHULE, O 6araxe, OTIPaBI€HHOM C IPy30-
BbIM KopabnéM. Ho 4ro 6pL1M 3THM MeJoYM MO CpaBHEHMIO C
TeM, 4ero s JeiicTBuTeNbHO auuwics Ha Tande. B xkapmanax
6bU10 NpakTHYeckH mycTo.  cka3an o6 atoM Bansxupum, oHa
3eBHYJ/Ia, LIMPOKO Pa3sMHYB POT, U JIETOHBLKO KyCHYJIa MEHS 3a
PYyKy, IaBasi IOHSATb, YTO €l HaloelH MOU JIaCKH.

OnHako, KOTaa Mbl CeJIM Ha IUIaHETY, s1 ObUT paJl BO3MOX-
HOCTH BBIHTH Ha NMoBepXHocTh. KaxnoMy myTeuiecTBeHHUKY,
€CJIM TOJILKO OH He CBSI3aH C KOCMOCOM TaK Hepa3pbIBHO, KaK
YyjieH 3KHUMaXxa, IPUATHO NMOYYBCTBOBATh TBEPAYIO 3eMJITIO NOA
HOTaMH, Ala M1 acCTPOHABTHI HHOTAA OLIYLIAIOT TaKylo NOTpe6-
HOCTb.

3anax, KOTOpbIii yoapwi HaM B HOC, €1Ba MbI CITYCTIWJIHNCH IO
cOpolLuEeHHOMY BHU3 TpaIy, ObUT MOCIUIbHEE, YEM OT BBIKKEH~
HOJi COIUTaMU 3eMJIM: BOHSUIO KaKMMH-TO XHMMYECKUMM Be-
1IeCTBaMH, 1a TaK, YTO MBI YYTh JIM He 3anbxanuch. OcTpeHp
CKa3aJl, YTO Ty3eMLIbl JJIOOST CEUTLCS] B 3TOM KpalO BYJIKAHOB
M ropsiYUX UCTOYHHUKOB, U TYT Mbl pa3mIsiic/IN CKIbI NTPHYYI-
JMBoI GOpMBI, U3beAeHHbIE BONOH U ucnapeHusiMu. Bpems ot
BPEMEHH KITyOLl OTBPAaTHTE/ILHO NaXHYLLEero napa BbIpbIBAIMCh
U3 OTBEPCTHUH B 3eMJlE.

3a nonocoi 3Toi McTep3aHHOM 3eMJIM BHAHENACh roy6o-
BaTasl AMcTBa 6ONOTHOM pacTUTeNLHOCTH. Pyueiikii, BoiTeKkaB-
UIHe U3 KaJIBAEPHI, C NIECKOM BNaJajlH B XKEJITble BOAbl PEKH.
[1ap, B 0COGEHHOCTH B COYETAaHMHU C SIHOBUTHLIMHU 3alaxaM,.
6u11 ropsy u yayuuivs. Kawnss v ynxas, Mpl npo6upannch B
NoNcKax AcpPeBHHU MO TPONMMHKe, Beayuleil no bepery pexu.
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Hakoneu OcTpeHa OCTAaHOBWICS, NPIDKAaB JIOTOK PYKO# B
Genpy, M orisnescsi C HECKPBIBAEMBIM 3aMellaTeIbCTBOM.
Ilocne ero pacckasa s1 M He OXHWIaJ yBUAETb HacTOsILIKE HOMa,
HO TO, YTO NPEACTAJIO HalleMy B30py, ObUIO cKopee 3abpolneH-
HBIMM pPa3BaJIMHAMH, YEM JaXe CaMbIM NIPHMHUTUBHO NMOCTPO-
€HHBbIM YKPBITHEM.

M3 06nakoB nypHONaxHyLlero TPOCTHHKA KOe-Te BO3Babi-
1IaJIMCh 6YTOpKH, W, MOKPBIBABUIMH MX, BICOX U OTBUIMBAICS
OrpoMHBIMH KycKaMu. Cpenu 3T1oro Gecriopsiika He ObUIO
3aMETHO HUKAKOTO ABHXEHHs, IOTOM HEYTO, HaNOMHUHaBllee
cKopee SIIEpMIY C KOXHCTBIMH KpLUIbSIMM, YeM NTHILY, C
KJIEKOTOM B3MbUIO BBEPX H, HEJIOBKO XJIONasl KPbUIbSMH,
noJeTeso Yepe3 pexy. ToproBus! crpyaninch Bokpyr OcTpeH-
Ja M CTIM O3UPAThCsl, CJIOBHO BHE3alHO IOYYBCTBOBAIH
OMNacCHOCTb.

IIIxunep mocran u3-3a Mosica TOHEHbKUH MeTaUTHYeCKUH
npytuk. [loa ero mansuaMy OH CTAaHOBWICS BCE MAJIMHHEE H
IUIMHHee, NM0Ka He MpeBpaTWICS B LIECT BLICOTOH B ABa €0
pocTta. [IpUKPENHUB K BEpXHEMY KOHUY lUecTa SIpKO-XKENTBIA
&naXkoK, oH BGTKHY) ero B BA3KMH Wi Ha Oepery pexu. U3
pa3roBOpoB 5 MOHLI, YTO, Cyas MO BceMy, NepeBHA Onuia
NMOKUHYTA y>K¢ JaBHO, H HAM He OcTaETCs HUYero Jpyroro, Kak
>XKAaThb BO3BpAllcHHUSA MCCTHBIX XHTeNel, ecliM TOJbKO OHH
BoOO1Ie cobMpaioTCcsl BEpHYThesl. «BecTpuc» mpunertan cioaa
JIOBOJIBHO PEIyJIsipHO, TaK YTO 3TO OLLIO BIOJIHE BEpOSTHO,
OJlHAKO KaKoe-HHOyab OeACTBHE MOIJIO HAapyLIUTb NPUBBIY-
HBIA X0oA COOBITHH.

KanurtaH AiizapaH He CJIMUIKOM 3TOMY 0OpafoBascs, XOT
M BOCTNIPHHAT Npoucxoasuiee no-guioco¢pcku, Kak v nonoba-
JI0O ICTUHHOMY BOJIbHOMY ToproBuy. Ero kopab:ab He npuaep-
XXUBAJICSI OTIpeeJIEHHOIO paclHCaHMsl ABMXEHHS, HO BCE Xe
BpeMsl CTOSSHKM Ha KaXJIoM IU1aHeTe ObU10 orpaHH4YeHo. Mbl He
MOTJIM 3a0ep>XHBATbCs 3lech cMUIIKOM poiaro. Kpome Ttoro,
Heynaya Hapyllaja Bce ero njaHbl, U Tpe6OBasloch BHECTH B
HHX HEKOTOpble H3MEHEHMS, YTOObI MOKPLITh VOBITKH, NOHE-
CEHHbIE B 3TOM peiice.

ITorom OcTpeHa B TE4EHUM HECKONBLKMX 4aCOB COBELNAICS
C KanHTaHOM, a OCTajIbHble WieHbl 3KUINaXa CIIOPWIH O TOM,
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YTO MOIJIO CIYYUTBCS, M N0 o4epeau AexXypuwiH y dbnaxka. S
He NPUHUMAJT B 3TOM Y4YaGcTHs U MO3TOMY OTIIpaBWICSI OCMaT-
PHYBaTh OKPECTHOCTH, YTOOBI YOOBIETBOPUTb CBOE JIIOOOMBIT-
CTBO, HO BCE X€ He yXOoWI JajieKo, 60sCh MOTEPSATh U3 BULY
yCTpeMJIEHHBIH B He60 HOoc Kopabisi. Bokpyr He 6610 HUYETro
MpPUMEYaTeIbHOTO, KpOME FopsTiUX HCTOYHHUKOB, TTPUBJIEKIINX
TIOHaYaJly MO€ BHMMaHHE, HO Xap M 3amaXx OT HHUX Obuin
HaCTOJIbKO CWIbHBI, YTO BCKOpE S MOTEPsU1 K HUM HMHTEpeC.
Kpbuiatass TBapb, B3jeTeBllas NMpH HalleM NPUOMIDKEHUH K
onycTeBlUIei OepeBHe, ObUla €OJUHCTBEHHBIM 3aMEYEHHBIM
MHOW. XUBBIM cyllecTBoM. [laxke HacekoMble 31ech ObUTH
KpaiiHe peqKH, TH00 Mo KaKOH-TO NMpUYHHE N3beraiu 61u3oc-
TH Kopabns. HakoHeu s mpucen Ha Gepery HeOOIbLIOTO
pydelika, Gepyllero Hayajlo cpeld IropsSYuMX HUCTOYHHKOB H
reii3epoB, U peUInJ IPOBEPUTDb, HET JIU B HEM 30JIOTOHOCHOTO
necka, HO He Hall€Jl HUYEero CTOSLEro B TOM Irps3u, YTO MHE
yOaJIoCh 3a4€pPNHYTh U MPOMBITh.

IlpaBna, MHe MONaJIUCh KaKlie-TO HEOOBIYHbIE, OKPHITHIE
XKECTKUM MyXOM 3€PHBILIKHN TyCKIO-YEPHOTO LIBETA, MIOXOXHE
cKopee Ha ceMeHa, YeM Ha MUHepasl. OnHaKo, OTAE/IMB HUX NpHU
MOMOIIM NaJIOYKH OT KaMHeH U necka, 1 0OHapyXH, YTO OHH
HEOOLIKHOBEHHO TBEpAble. YIapUB IO OOJHOMY M3 HMX KaM-
HEM, 51 HE TOJIbKO HE pacKoJiol €ro, Ho Aaxe He MOBpedul
6apxaTHcTyio NoBepXHOCTh. OHH NMOKa3aJIMCh MHE HETIOXOXH-
MM Ha ceMeHa WJIM pacTHUTEJIbHbIE OCTATKM, NO3TOMY S 3aHUH-
TEPECOBAICA UMM W pPa3jloXWI B psii NMPUMCPHO IIOXHHY,
cTapasicb He TporaTb HMX pykamu. [Ipupona ycTtpauBaer Ha
HEKOTOPbIX NMJAHETaxX onacHblc JIOBYIWIKH. OHHU ObLIM HeKpa-
CHUBBI U, CKOpeec BCero, He MNPeACTaBIsJIH cOOOM HHMKXaKoM
ucHHocTH. Ho KoHTpacT Mexay TeM, KAKHMH MSITKUMH OHHU
Ka3aJIUCh, H TEM, KAKMMM TBEPAbIMH ObLIM Ha cCAMOM AcJe, ObUI
HACTOJIbKO PE3KHM, YTO 5 OTJIOXHWI TPH M3 HUX ISl Aa/ibHEH-
Lero u3ydyeHus. Ectb aparoueHHble KaMHU, KOTOPbIE HYXHO
«4UCTHUTb», Cpe3asi NOCJOHHO HEMPUBICKATEIbHYIO BHELIHIOIO
obonoyky. Takim 06pazoM HeYTO BecbMa 3aypsiiHOE MOXHO
NpeBpaTUTh B AOPOTYI0 Belllb. MHE CMYTHO YyIMJIOCH, YTO MO/,
3TOM NYLIMCTOI NMOBEPXHOCTbIO MOXET CKPLIBaThCA NMOJOOHas
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HEOXWNIAaHHOCTb, HO ¥ MeHs He 6bUI0 HU HHCTPYMEHTOB, HH
JIOJDKHOTO MacCTepPCTBa, YTOOLI BLIMOJIHUTD 3Ty pabory.

51 3aBopayHBaJl CBOIO HaXOIKY B KycO4eK N'epMOIIEHBI, KOoraa
nosiBWIacer Banbkupus, cTynmaBliasg ¢ TNpUcyllel e€ Buay
yBepeHHOM IpaliMeii no Oepery KpoileyHoro pydeiika. OHa
npubIMCXasach, ONMYCTUB HOC K 3eMJle, KAK T'OHYas1, Haylas no
ropsyeMy cjieqy, ¥ SBHO BHIHIOXMBAJIa YTO-TO, IIPUBJIEKaBlIce
e€ BHHMMaHMe. 3aTeM OHa Hobpajach OO JNeXaUlUX B DAL
OTBEPrHYTHIX MHOI1 3€peH. YesoBeyecKHit HOC He YIaBIUuBal
MX 3anaxa, HO 6bUI0 OYeBUIHO, YTO KOLIIKA €T0 NMOYyBCTBOBAJIA.
OO6HI0XaB 3€pHa, OHA MpHUIaja K 3eMJie U NPHUHSUIach JIU3aTh
caMmoe 6onbiuoe. McnyraBuiuch 3a He€, s MOMBITAICS OTOpO-
CHUTb €ro B CTOPOHY, HQ KOLIKa, OTITYTHYB MEHsI MOJTHUEHOC-
HBIM YIapOM BBINYLIEHHBIX KOTTEH, MpyXkKaJa ylIH K IroJioBe U
miyxo 3aBopyasia. OO6nuM3bIBasi OKPOBaBJICHHbIE NaIblLibl, S
OTCTYTIWI. BaibKipus oxpaHsiia To, YTO Ka3ajioch el HacTo-
SIUIUM COKPOBHILEM, U BOBCE He COOMpaach TepNeTh YbE Obl
TO HU ObUIO MOCATATENLCTBO Ha HEro.

Kak Tonbko s oToui€N, OHa CHOBa NpPHHSJIACh JIM3aTh
3€pHbILIKO. Bpemsa oT BpeMeHH OHa Opajna ero B nacTh H
OTXOAWJa HEMHOIO Ha3al, 3aTeM CHOBa caJWjach U MpoaoJ-
Xayia 06pabaThIBaTh A3BIKOM CBOIO HaXOAKY.

— Hy kak, noBe3no? — PsinoM co MHOI1 Jler/ia ATMHHAS TEHD
MoJsiogoro nomMouiHuka OcTpeHaa.

— Yro 310? Thl BUAEN UX paHblIe? — CIPOCHI §, NIOKA3aB
Ha NMyUIKMCThIe KaMelliKd, pa3dpocaHHble Banbkupueid.

Un3BUT NpHUCEN Ha KOPTOYKH, YTOObI pas3ryisgeTh HX MOay-
Yie.

— Ilepsblit pa3 BiKy. [Ja U BooOllle, — OH ornsguesncs mno
CTOPOHAM, — 3TOIO pyybs 3lech paHblie He ObL10. JomkHo
6bITh MpPOpPBANIO KaKylo-HMOynb rpsizeByio siMy. [loctoii-ka!
TeGe He KaxXeTcs, YTO TaK OHO M 6bUIO Ha CaMOM JeNie: 30eCh
npou3owén razosbiii BbIOpoc? OH, BEpOSITHO, W pacnyran
Hawux asrywex. M HpaBuTcs BOHb M Xapa, HO BpsiA JiM OHH
MOTJIM BLIHECTH ras.

— Bo3MoxHOo. — BbU10 MHTEPECHO BLISCHHMTb, OTYETO
Mponaay MECTHbIE XXUTEJH, HO s CTpEMWICSH K ApyroMy. MHe
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BaXHO ObUIO MOJyYUTb CBEACHHUA O KaMHsAX. Ecii oHU M He
ObUIH KaMHSIMH, 1 HE 3HaJI, KaK €ll€ MX Ha3bIBaTh.

— Tl cxa3as, YTO BUAULIDb UX BriepBble, a Banskupus 6nu1a
C BaMH, KOTra Bbl BbICAXXHBAIKCH 3[I€Ch B IPOLWIBIA pa3?

— Jla, oHa yxe AaBHO Ha KopaoOie.

— U Th1 HUKOTIIa paHblUe He BUAEI, YTOObI OHa TaK aenana?
— 4 nokasan Ha BanpkupHiOo, KOoTOpas Jexaia, oOXBaTHB
KaMeHb BBITSIHYTHIMHU JIallaMH, H COCPpeAOTOYeHHO 06pabaThi-
BIa €10 SI3bIKOM.

YusBUT ycTaBWICS Ha HeE.

— Hert. A uto oHa nenaetr? Jla oHa Xe JIMXKET 3Ty APSHB!
3ayeM Tbl ero gan eif? — OH BCKOYWI Ha HOTH U LIArHy/ 1O
HalpaBJIeHHIO K Kollke. Banbxupus He 3aMeTH1a ero npubau-
XeHHs, HO MOYyBCTBOBaJa, YTO €€ COKPOBHIUIY IPO3MT Omac-
HOCTb. 3aXaB ero B 3y0ax, OHa KHYJIach B CTOPOHY OT KOpabis
M MTHOBCHHO HCYe3Jla CpedH UCKOPEXEHHBIX CKaJl.

Mbl noGexanu 3a Heil, HO BcE OBUIO HamNpacHO, OHa,
KOHEYHO, CIIpsiTajlach B KAKOH-HUOYAb pacllesIMHe, Irae Morya
CTIOKOITHO HacnaxzaaTbesl cBoeH fobbryeit. Yussur Habpocun-
Cs1 Ha MEHS ¢ OGBUHEHHSIMH, NeCKaTb 51 1OJKeH ObUT oToOpaTh
y Heé KaMeHb. Sl nokasanm eMy OKpPOBaBJIEHHYIO PYKY H
pacckKasa o CBoei HeylayHol NMonkbITKe. IBHO pacTepsiHHBIN,
OH cTaJ OO1IapHUBaTh B MOMCKaX KOLUIKHA KAMEHHUCTbIE CKIIOHB,
He nepecTaBas 3BaTb M 3a1abpuBaTh €€.

A xe cuyutan, yto Banbkupus nossBUTCS HE paHblle, YeM
cdMa 3aX04yeT, Belb HE3aBUCUMOCTb — OTJIMUMTEJIbHAs YyepTa
KOLUEK, HO C/IeJOBaJl 32 HUM, 3aIISiAbIBas B KQXAYIO TPELIHHY,
ToA KaXIbli KaMEHb.

Hakoneu Mbl HauH e€ nexaluel Ha HeGOJbLIOM BRICTYTIE
noja HaBuclel ckanoii. Ecnu Obl oHa He nokauyMBasia rojJoBoi,
obnu3biBasi KaMelleK, Mbl Obl BooOlle €€ He 3aMETU/IM, Ha-
CTOJILKO OHa C/AMBaJiach C MOPHUCTLIM KaMHeEM, Ha KOTOpPOM
nexana. Yu3BHUT, 1acKOBO Noa3biBas €€, OMyCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHN
M NMPOTSIHYN K Hell pyKy, HO OHa MpHXajla ylU U 3allMIena,
3aTeM [JIOTHYJIa — H KaMeHb Mcues.

OHa HUKaK He Morja NporoTHTbL ero! BuiGpaHHBI €10
KaMeHb ObL1 caMbIM KPYTTHBIM M3 TEX, YTO s BLIYAWJ U3 py4bs,
M OH ObUI CAMLUKOM BEJHUK, YTOOLI MPOMTU NO €€ NMUILLIEBOaY.
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OgHako B NEeHCTBUTENBHOCTH, HMEHHO 3TO U MPOMU3OLLIO, H
MbI 06a 6bUTH TOMY cBUIeTeNaMH. OHa BLINOA3JIA U3 pacliie-
JIMHBI M ceja, OGJIU3bIBasICh, CJIOBHO TOJILKO YTO XOpOLIO
noo6enana. Koraa YusBHUT noTAHyNCA 3a Heif, OHa nouuia K
HEMY Ha pYKM U, IIOKa OH Hec €€, MOIIaXHRBaja ero JianaMy,
TPOMKO MYDJIbIXasi € MOJY3aKPBHITHIMHU T/Ia3aMH, H He BbIpaXa-
Jla HMKAaKHX TPHU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO KaMeHb, KOTOpPHIH OHa
NPOIJIOTHNIA, MPUYMHWI €if 60JIb WIM 3aCTpsil Y He€ B IVIOTKe.
Yuspur nycTwicsa 6exaTb K Kopabmio, a s, CTaB Ha KOJIEHH,
BHHMMAaTeJIbHO OCMOTpEJl KapHH3, BcE eme€ Haaesch, YTO Ka-
MEHb MOT KyJa-HHOYIb 3aKaTUTBLCSA: MHE HE BEPWIOCH, YTO OH
Jiexan B XuBoTre y Banvxupun.

Ho BeicTyn cepoii ckamel Obin myct. Ecau 61 KaMeHb
OTKaTWICS, OH oKazascs Obl ceifyac npsiMo nepeao MHoit. Ho
ero He 6puto. S maxe mpocesl KpPYTIHBIA TECOK MeXay
najblLiaMM, HO HUYEro He Halu€j. 3ateM sl MpoBEN pYKOi mno
KapHHU3y. B ontHOM MecTe oH 6bUT HEMHOTO BJIaXKHbIM, BO3MOX-
HO, oT coHb! Banbkuipun. EgBa s 1oTpoHyics pyKoii 1o 3Toro
MecTa, KaK NI0YyBCTBOBaJI FOJIOBOKPYKeHHUe U nypHoTy. Korna
Xe sl CHOBa KOCHYJICA €ro KOHYMKaM! NMaJiblieB, OHO ObL10 yXe
JIMLUB CJIeTKAa BIQXHBIM H OBICTPO IMPOCHIXATO.

— Jla roBop1o TeGe, Mbl 3TO camMu Buaeny! OHa nporioTuna
KaMeHb, CTpaHHBIN YEPHBIH KaMeHb! — S ycnblinat 3BOHKMH
ronoc Yuspura €€ B Kopuaope Ha MOJIyTH K aMOyJlaTOpUH.

— IlTocMOTpH Ha pEeHTITe HOBCKHI1 CHUMOK, Y HEE HUYETo HET
B nuueBoge. OHa He MOIIa ero NporioTHTs. Bo3aMoXxHO, oH
OTKaTWICS B CTOPOHY H...

— Her, s nposepsan, — THXO cKa3an 1, npoxols B ABEPb.

Banpkupust cupena Ha pykax y Bpaya M HCCTYIUIEHHO
MypJibIKajia, BTAATMBas M BBbIMycKast KOITH. Y He€ ObLT BMA
KOLIKH, BIOJIHE NOBOJILHOM COOOM M OKpYyXalOLUMM MHPOM.

— Torna 3To O6bl1 HE KaMeHb, a YTO-TO pacTBOpUMOe, —
YBEpPEHO OTBETHJI AOK.

A nocran cBOIO UMNPOBU3MPOBAHHYIO CYMKY.

— Y0 B ckaxeTe 06 3ToM? OHa NPOrJIOTHIa TOYHO TAKO
Xxe. Sl nonobpan ux B pycie pyyns.

ok ocTopoxHo onycTun BanbKupuio Ha KoKy ¥ Iajl MHE
3HaK, YToOb! 51 NOJIOXW MELLIOYEK Ha MaJieHbKHH abopaTop-
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HbI}M cTton. [IpH MCKYyCCTBEHHOM OCBELIEHHM ITyX Ha KaMHSIX
CTaJl ropa3no 3aMeTHee. 10K B3sU1 cKasbIie/b M JOTPOHYJICA UM
o OOJbLIEro M3 KaMHEH, 3aTeM NOMBITICA NMOCKPECTH €ro
6apXxaTHCTYIO NTOBEPXHOCTb, HO KOHYUK HOXa TOJBKO CKOJIb-
3HYJ MO KaMHIO.

— A xoTten Obl 3aHATbCS UMM, — OH CMOTPEJ Ha HUX TaK Xe
MPUCTaJIbHO, KaK paHblue Banbxupus.

— Iloyemy Obl 1 HeT? — KOHEYHO, Y HETO HET IOBEJIMPHBIX
HHCTPYMEHTOB, HO, IO KpaHel Mepe, OH CMOXET CKa3aTb, U3
KaKoro BellecTBa OHM cocToAT. OH 3aHHTEpecoBaJICd UMM U
clenaeT Bc€, 4YTOOBl copBaTh C HUX MOKPOB TaiHEbI. SI cHOBa
B3NIAHYN Ha Banbkupuio. CTon, Ha KOTOPOM JIEXIH KaMHH,
ObLT COBCEM PslIOM C Helo. 3aXO4yeT JIM OHa B3ATb ellé oquH?
BMecTO 3TOro, OHa COHHO pacTSHyJach BO BCIO JJIMHY, €€
MypJIBIKAHbE CTalO THlUE, KaK OyATO OHa 3achllana.

AMOynaTopHs ObUIa CIMILIKOM TECHOM, No3TOMY 8 M YH3BUT
BBILIUTH, NMPEAOCTAaBUB NJOKTOPY BO3MOXHOCTb POBECTH OIIBIT.
B xopunope NOMOLIHHK LIKUIIEpa CIIPOCHI:

— Kakoii BenuyuHbl ObLla 3Ta lITyKa, KOraga OHa eé
nogo6pana?

A nokaszan emy.

— OHH Bce oBanbHOI opMbl. Banbkypus BbiGpana caMbli
0oNbLIOH KaMEeHb.

— Ho B TakoM cnyyae oHa He cMoria 6bl €ro NporJIOTHUTD.

— Torma xyna xe oH aencs? — crnpocun s, CTapasich
BCITIOMHMTb Te NocJeIHHE MTHOBEHHUS, KOTJa Mbl €1I€ BUOETH
KaMeHb. BbUT M OH JefcTBUTENbHO TaKuM GonblinM? MoxeTt
ObITb, OHAa TOJLKO TKHY/IA HOCOM B Hero, a B3sUla OpYTOi,
noMeHbwie? Ho s noka ewé mosepsi cBoMM rmasaM. Moum
peMecyioM ObUIO OLIEHHBaTh KaMHHM M uX pa3Mmepbl. [Ipoiins
oby4eHHe y Takoro MacTtepa, Kak Bonaap, s Mory onpeneauTs
BEJIMYUHY NpeaMeTa H He NpHUKacasich K HeMy. MBI CTONIKHY-
JIMCh C YEM-TO COBEpLLIEHHO HENOHATHBLIM, Korna s nonsitancs
pa30HTb 3Ty WITYKY 6YIbDKHHUKOM, Y MEHS HHYETO HE BBILLIO,

— Omna nu3anaero, Noka oH He CTaJl MeHblUe, — MpoaoIKan
Yn3BHT. — 3T0 KaKoe-HHOYAb CEMEYKO MIH KYCOYEK 3aTBEp-
neBuiei cMonbl. OHa JIM3a1a ero, JiM3aja, U B KOHLE KOHUOB
OHO pacTBopwiochk. — [IpaBaonono6Hoe oObscHEeHHE, HO
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HACKOJILKO s1 MOT CYAWTb, COBEpLIEHHO ouuboyHoe. UTtak, s
CTOJIKHYJICS C 3arafo4yHbIM siBJleHueM: Banbkupus npornoruia
He4To, MpeAcCTaBisBlIeeC MHE TBEPABIM, KaK KaMeHb, H
CJIMIIIKOM OGOJIBIIMM, YTOOBI NMPOWTH Mo €€ muuieBoay. Bos-
MOXHO, JOK CyMeeT HaliTU OTBeT.

Ha cnenyiowimii ieHb KanuTaH IMocjaja MaJIeHbKMI pa3Be-
OBbIBaTEbHbIN (QIUTTEp, ONHOMECTHBIH, HO JAJILHOCTH €TI0
noJiéTa 66U10 JOCTATOYHO, YTOGBI 0OCIE0BATh NPUIETAIOLIHH
paiioH. becruiogHoe oXunaHue MOIJIO pacTAHYTbCSl Ha He-
CKOJILKO MeCSILIEB, a OH He XOTeJl TePSATh BpeMs MOHANpacHy.

OcTpeHa, yneTeBLIMM Ha HEM, OTCYTCTBOB&I ABa IHS.
BepHyBLINMCBH, OH COOOLIWI HaM HeyTeUIMTEIbHbIE U3BECTHUA:
OH He TOJIbKO He HalUEJ XuTesieil MOKHHYTOH AepeBHH, HO U
BOOOILIe He BUAEJ Ty3eMLEB. B 1osMHe peKu uCYe3y NpakTH-
YeCKH BCe XHBbIE cyllecTBa. EMy mnonajgoch Bcero Jvilb
HECKOJIBKO INMHTAIOLIMXCSl Mafaiblo JIETYYMX TBapeil, Hanoao-
OMe Toif, YTO MBI CITyTHYJIM B MEpBbI AeHb. B ocTrambHOM
IUIaHETa Besde, Kyda eMy YIaloch HoJeTeTb, ObUIa Hanmpodb
JIMLLIEHA BhICIIMX POpM XHU3HH, CJIOBHO OHM TyT HHMKOTAA M He
CYLUECTBOBAJIH.

¥Y3HaB 06 3TOM, BOIbHBIE TOPTOBLIbI YCTPOWIM COBELIAHUE,
Ha KOTopoe s He ObUl JOIylIEH, U NMOCTAaHOBWIM BbIBAJIMTH
Gecnosie3HbIi Tenepb rpy3 pakooOpa3HbIX Ha CTapble peYyHble
TUTaHTallMM Ha CJIy4Yaii, eCJIM MECTHbIE XUTEHU eLi€ BEpHYTCS.
OHH TaKkKe pellMIN He CIycKaTh cBoil Toprosslii ¢aar. Ho
JaNbHEeHLIMHA MaplupyT TpeGOBaJIOCh U3MEHMTH, YTOObI BO3-
MECTHUTb NOHECEHHbIE Ha 3TOM IUIaHETe YObITKHU.

M3 3TOro cnenoBano, Kak KOpoTKO oObscHIWI MHe OcTpeHa,
YTO MOE MyTellecTBUe Ha «BecTpuce» mpoanurcs gonblie, 4YeM
oxuaanocs. [TepBbIM MOPTOM, Iae s MOT Obl COMTH ¢ Kopabns,
ObL1 KaK pa3 TOT, KyJa OHM COOMpaINCh OTBE3TH IPy3 JieKap-
CTBEHHOTO ChIpbs, HO TeNepb OHHU He OynyT Tyna 3axoauTs. [1o
3aKOHaM KOCMoca YeJloBeKa, OIUIaTUBLIETO Npoe3ll, He MOTJIM
BBIKMHYTb Ha IepBO} NMonaBlIefcs IUIaHeTe, a JOJDKHbI ObLUTH
JOCTaBUTb XOTA Obl B 3aXOJIyCTHBIM IIOPT C pEryJsipHbIM
naccaXupcKuM cooblieHueM. MHe nNpMaETCcs Tenepb XAaTh, B
TOCKE W HETEPIIEHUH, NTOKA Mbl He obepEMcs 10 TAKOTO MeCTa.
A xorzaa 3To CIyuMTCs, 3aBUCENO OT TOro, HacKoJibKo OcTpeH-
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Iy TIOBE3ET C Ipy3oM. Bcé€ cBOé BpemMa OH mnpoBOOW!T Y
KanuTaHa, NMPOCMaTpHBasi BMECTE C HHMM 3aITHCH TOPIoBbIX
OTYETOB M MbITAACh HAWTH CNMOCOO BO3MECTHTh NMOHECEHHBIE
TOTEPH.

Yro KacaeTcs KOUIKH, TO IO KpaliHel Mepe NoHavyary 65110
He3aMeTHO, YTOObI POIIoYeHHbIN BasibKipueii npeaMer nos-
peann ed. JIok He ocTaBIsUl CBOMX IOMNBITOK pasrajaTh 3Ty
3araiky ¥ ofHaXxabl HOABWICS B KalOT-KOMIIAHUH H3MOXAEH-
HBIH, C KpyTaMH NoJ IJ1a3aMH H SBHO YeM-TO CMYIIEHHbIA. OH
HayTwi ce6e NoYallKy KUMISATKY, 106aBWI Tab/leTKy TesT4bero
Oy IbOHA M CTaJ C TAKHM OTCYTCTBYIOLIMM BHIOM CJICAUTDb 3a
TeM, KaK OHa pacTBopseTcs B BoJie, CJIOBHO Nepel HUM ObUI He
TPUBBLIYHBIIA BCceM KopabelbHBIH HANMMTOK, a HEYTO COBCEM
MHoe.

— Hy yto, moK, coBeplUMIH NEepeBOPOT B Hayke? —
CIIpOCHII 4.

OH orngHyncsS Ha MeHd Tak, OynTo BHAeN BIEpBLIE.

— A He 3Hawp. JTa WITYKA — XHBasd.

— Ho...

OH KMBHY:

— BoT uMeHHO, YTO HO. DTO elBa 3aMETHO, NMOXOXe Ha
aHa6Ho3. I HUYeM He MOI'y BCKPBITh 060JI0UKY, OKPYXaIOLIYy10
XuBoi 3apoabiwl. M 310 ewté He Bcé. — OH 3aMOJT4a H 3aJ1IIOM
BBIIIWI COAEPXHUMOe 4Yalixu. — Y Banbkupuu 6yayt Kortsra,
WIH He 3Halo, KaK MX Ha3BaTh.

— Ot xaMHa? Ho xaxum ob6pasom?..

OH noxasn IeYyaMH:

— He cnpaumnsaiite MeHs. S 3Ha10, 4YTO 3TO NPOTUBOPEYHT
BCEM M3BECTHBIM MHE 3aKoHaM npupoabl. OHa cwbena 3Ty
IITYKY, Bbl 00a 3TO NMOATBepXaaeTe. A Teneph y Heé€ Gyner
KOTEHOK, WJIH HE 3Halo YTo.

— M 310 ewm€ He Bcé, — mobGaBWN OH, NONMMBas BOABl B
yamky. — S cx€ér 3Tu kKaMHHU. ¥, BO3MOXHO, MHE CTOWIO 6Bl
clenaTh TO Xe CaMo€ C KOLUKOM.

— Ho nouemy?

Ha 3710T pa3 oH 6pocHN B KMIIATOK JBEe TabJaeTKH.

— IloToMy yTO, ecnu Bc€ 3TO BEPHO, OHA BLIHALIMBAET HE
KOTEHKa. BrionHe BeposATHO, YTO TOJMLKO €ro HaM Ha Kopabne
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¥ He xBaTao. S 6yny cnennts 3a Heit. Korna HacTynur Bpemsi...
Hy, Ttoraa s caenalo, yrto cMory. — OH B ABa IJIOTKa BHIMWI
BTOPYIO YallKY M, BBIAAS M3 KalOT-KOMNAaHHMH, HanpaBWics K
KanuTaHy.

BonbHEIE TOPTOBIbI Bcera CMEPTEILHO 60ATCS MOSBIECHUS
yynoBMill. PaccKa3blBaloT MHOXECTBO YXKACHBIX MCTOpHI O
KOpabJyisixX, KoTopble MMEJIH HecyacTbe nofobpaTh Ge3bmier-
HBIX TIacCaXHpOB; NO3OHEE OHU NMpEeBPALLAJIUCh B JIETAIOLINE
rpo6ouuLl. IMeHHO mo 3Toif npuyMHe, Banbxupus u e
nono6HbBIE NMOJIB3YIOTCA TaKok J1I000BbI0 KoOMaHab!. [IpuHuMa-
JI0OTC M IpyTHe Mepbl: NMOXO3PHUTE/IbHBIE TPy3bl, HanpuMep,
MOABEPraloT AeHCTBUIO HMMYHU3MpYyIollero usnydeHus. Ho,
HECMOTPS Ha BCE IMPelIOCTOPOXHOCTH, BpeMs OT BpeMEHH Ha
Kopabib IpoHHKaeT YyXoil. MHorma oH oKa3bIBaeTcsl COBEP-
1HIEHHO 6e300MIHBIM CYLIECTBOM, ITyTaeTCA Y BCEX MOA HOraMH
M Jaxe 3aBoeBbIBaeT BceoOmue cuMnatuu. Ho camuikom
BEJIMKA BEPOSITHOCTb TOTO, YTO NOJOOHBII HE3BaHBIM IOCTb
MOXET OKa3aTbCsl OMAcHBIM.

BosibHble TOPTrOBLbI, KaK NpaBWIO, 06/1a1aloT HMMYHHTE-
TOM K MHOIUIAHETHBIM 00JIe3HAM. DTO BaXHoe U ynobHoe
Ka4yeCcTBO OCHOBaHO Ha TOM, YTO 3BOJIIOLHS liU1a Napasuiesib-
HbIMM, HO pa3IM4HbIMU NyTsIMH. Ho oHM BecbMa BocnipMuM-
YUBbI K silaM, YKycaM, HalaeHUSM XMUBbIX CYLIECTB.

Iloxoxe, Banbkupus, koTopas N0JDKHA ObUla ObITh HaLIMM
HaE€XHBIM CTpaXeM, caMa TOro He 3Hasl, BIyCTWIa B KpeNnocTh
Bpara. E€ 3anepnu B MaJieHbKOM OONbHMYHOM Ookce, B
MMIIPOBU3HpOBaHHOI KieTke. Ho oK roBopui, 4yro, Kak HH
CTpaHHO, OHa OTHECJach K 3TOMY COBEPLUEHHO CIOKOMHO.
Bosblyio YacTb BpeMEHHM OHa CIidjia, MOAHHMMASCh TOJbKO,
YyTOOBI NOEeCcTh U HanuThcs. OHa naBajia yXaXHuBaThb 3a co00ii 1
Ka3aJsiachb BIOJIHE JOBOJILHOM XU3HBIO. Mbl YacTo HaBeLaiy eé
M CTPOWIH JOTaKH OTHOCHTEJIBHOIO TOTro, KOI'o OHa NMPOMU3Be-
IET Ha CBeT.

KopabenbHoe BpeMs OTAM4YaeTcsl OT IUIaHETAPHOIO; Ha
NPOTSDKEHUHM MHOTHX CTOJIETHMI NPENCTaBUTEM HaLlero Buaa
NPHUBBIKJIM BCTaBaThb C PAacCBETOM, JIOXHTLCS C 3aKaTOM M
CJICIMTL 3a TEYEHUEM [IHA, TIO3TOMY Mbl YCJIOBHO MCUMCIIAEM
ero B cyrkax. IIpu61M3uTeNbHO Yepe3 YeThipe HelelH nocle
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TOro, KakK Mbl B3JleTes1 ¢ 6OJIOTUCTOI IUIaHeTh], AOK BOpBAJICS
B KaIOTY, Ile OTAbIXaJIM CBOOOAHBIE OT BaxThl WICHBI IKUMaXa,
C U3BecTHeM, 4To Banbxupusa ucyesna. XoTs NMoHayasly OHa
6bL1a OYeHBb GECMOKOIHOM, KaK TOJILKO KOopabib B3jneTeln, €€
OXBaTWIA TaKas alaTHs, YTO JOK COBEpLIEHHO yTpaTwi 6au-
TeabHOCTb. OHAa HM pa3y He MbiTalach BLIPBaThCS Ha cBoboaY;
TEeM He MeHee, KOria OH NpHHEC el ey U BOAY, ABEPD B KJIETKY
ObU1a pacnaxHyTa, a IUIEHHULIA UcYesa.

IIpocTpaHCTBO BHYTPH KOpabjsfi HAacTOJILKO OrpaHHYEHO,
YTO, KaXeTcsd, KOllIKe, KaKoi Obl MaJleHbKOH OHa HU ObLia,
NMpaKTHYECKU HeKyna cripATraTtbes. OQHaKo Mbl 0011apwiy Bee
MOMEUIEHHUS] OT pyOKM M 1O 3anepThIX IPY30BLIX OTCEKOB, a
MOTOM, MBICJICHHO OOBHHSIA APYT ApYTa B HEBHUMATEIbHOCTH,
CHOBa IO ABOE M 1aXe IO TPOe NMPOLUTH MO TOMY X€ MapLUpyTy,
M He HalUIM JaXe cjeja TOM, KOTOPYIO MCKAJIH.

Mpbl OCTaHOBWINCH B KOPMIOpPE Y KalOT-KOMITAHHUM, H TYT
Unseut ¥ mnaawmii uHxeHep CradduH Habpocuinch Ha 1oKa
Cc OOBHHEHHUSIMM B TOM, YTO OH NMNOKOHYMI ¢ Banbkupueit. Ouu
yXXe He BJafie/ii coBGoM, a 51 TMLUb Tenepb, yCJAbILIAB IPOCTh B
MX rojlocax, TMOHsUI, KaK MHOIO 3HayWila KOLIKa [Ji 3THX
KOCMMYECKHX CKUTaIbLEB. JIOK Hanpoyb OTPHLIAJ CBOIO BUHY:
Ha, OH JEWCTBHUTENILHO COOMpasiCsl MCCJIENOBaTh AETEHLIIIA,
KOTOpbII NOJDKeH ObL1 poauThcsi y Banbkupuu, Ho caMoit
KOLIIKe HU4ero He yrpoxano. OH-ToO M HaTpaBWI HX Ha MEHH,
3aMEeTHB CO 37100011, YTO 51 HE TOJILKO MO3BOJIWI MPOITIOTUTS €if
KaMeHb, HO U NPUHEC ell€ HECKOJILKO WITYK Ha Kopabib.

Kak pa3BUBasiuCh Obl COOBITHSA Aabllle, HE 3HAl0, HO TYT I10
JIECTHHLIE HETOPOTUIMBLIM LIarOM CITYCTWJICS KaluTaH U oTaaJl
OTpBIBUCTbIE pacnopspkeHUss. OH oTocjan MEHsA B KaloTy,
OYeBHAHO, YTOOLI 1 He BBOAMI €TI0 JIloAei B UCKylueHHe. B ToT
MOMEHT A U caM Obln He nmpoub yitTH. Bonee Toro, 3akpbiB 3a
coboli aBepb, g 3anep e€ Ha 3aMoK. OKa3anoch, 4to 6e3yMHoe
Ho4yHoe GerctBo no KyHra-cutu He mpouwno nns MeHsa Gec-
C€HO: €1Ba YCBILIAB YTPOXalolMe HOTKH B rojlocax JIloaeH,
sl THCTUHKTHBHO TIOTSIHYJICS 32 OPYXHeM, KOTOPOTO y MEHS He
obino.

S noBepHyJCA NULIOM K KoiiKe M 3aMep. ITo pacuéram noka,
Banbkypus elw€ Heckopo cobupanach pacKpbiTb HaM CBOIO
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TaitHy. U BOT OHa JieXXHUT Ha Moeli Koiike. ['1e xe oHa ObLia,
noxa Mbl €€ uckanu? S 3amisiasiBai croga JBaXKAbl, HE TOBOPSI
yXe 00 OCTAJIbHBIX, M TEM HE MEHeE y He€ ObUI TaKol BUA, OyaTO
OHa yXe HeCKOJILKO YacoB He Tporajachk ¢ Mecta. HakioHus
TOJIOBY, OHa CHOBa CTaJla 00JIM3bIBaTh OECCHIIBHO NMPWIbHYB-
Liee K Hel CyllecTBo.

MHe paHblile He IPUXOAWIOCH UMETH €10 C KOTITaMH, HO
TO, YTO OHa ceiyac BbIXaXXHBaJIa, COBCPLICHHO OTIUYAJIOCh OT
OOBIYHOIO AETEHBIIA €€ NOPOAbl. MaJbill JieXasl Ha CITHHKE,
BBITAHYBLIMCH BO BClO MIHHY. OH BBLIIJISOENT COBEPLICHHO
6e3XU3HEHHO — s BUAEJ, KaK MOAHUMAIIMCh U ONTYCKAJIUCh €70
6oKa OT YyacToro mnpepbIBUCTOro AbixaHusl. Ero teno 6buio
MOKPLITO YEPHBLIM IyXOM, Hamomobue TOro, YTro MOKpbIBaI
HapyXHY1I0 000JI04Ky «KaMHs». 2KECTKMI1, OH He NnoaaaBajics
JIacKOBOMY SI3bIKY Banbxupum.

Ero wes xazajnach HENnpoNopUMOHAJIbHO IJIMHHOM, MOp-
J04Ka ObU1a 3aocTpeHa bosiee, YeM ce0Bajio, a YU CKpbIBa-
JIMCh TNMOA KpOLIEYHBIMH MyYykKaMM Topyalimx bsonoc. Horu
ObUTH KOPOTKMMH, a XBOCT MJIMHHBIM; HHXXHIOIO CTOPOHY M
KOHYMK XBOCTa IIOKpLIBaJla He LIEepCTb, a TEMHAasl rpybast Koxa.
Jlanpl, nogxkaTtble K XHUBOTY, TOXE He ObUIM MOKPBITHI liep-
CTbIO, TIPUYEM TepelHHe BeCbMa HAallOMMHAJIM PYKH.

Hert, oH He ObUT MOX0OX Ha KoT€HKAa. Ho OH nexan, Tsokeno
IObllIa, ¥ Ka3aJicsl COBCeM Oe33allUTHbIM. A Banbkipus siBHO
ropamMnach CBOMM AETEHBILIEM U COOMpanach 0 HEM 3a60THTh-
cs1. MHe crnegoBasio MOMTH M No3BaTh Aoka. Ho BMecTo 3TOro
sl cell Ha Kpall KpOBaTH, TakK, YToObl He MellaTh Banbkupuu,
M CTal CMOTpPETh, KAK OHA 3HEPTrHYHO BHUIMU3BIBAET CBOCIO
noakuabIia. Sl He 3HaJl, KOro OHa Npou3Besia Ha CBET, HO MHE
Ka3aJloch, YTO OH JOJDKEH XHTb. Tak sl BriepBble BCTPETHIICS C
Htom.

I'naea 5

A He Mor faxe noayMaTh 0 TOM, YToObl BbiAaTh Banbkupuio
M e€ oTTIpbICKa KOMaHe, U yoennn cebsi, YTO pacKpLITh MECTO
MX npebbiBaHUA OyneT npenaTeabCTBOM. S, KOTOpPBIH paHblle
Bcerna Obl1 paBHOAYLIEH K XWBOTHBIM, TENCpb NMPOHUKCS K
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HHM COYYBCTBHEM M HE MOT MOHATH nNovyeMy. Ho TeM He MeHee,
NO3BaTh TOProBLEB ObLUIO IJIsi MEHS TaK Xe& HEBO3MOXHO, KaK
ecJ OBl A eXasl Ha KOHKe, CBA3aHHBII M ¢ KJISMOM BO PTY.

HakoHel KpollledHoe co3JaHUe MOLIEBENWIOCh; NMOAHAB
CBOIO Y3KYIO I'OJIOBKY, OHO CTaJIO BOAMTD €10 B3a/I-BlepEl, KaK
6ynTo yro-To McKasno. OHO Oesano 3TO BCJEMyl0, Bedb €ro
IN1a3a ell€ He Mpope3aIUCh. 3aMypJibiKaB, Banbkupus npors-
HyJ/a NepenHIoIO JIalmy U 3ab0TIMBO MOJOABHHYJIA €10 NOOIIKe
K cebe. Ho ronoBka, KayHYBUIHMCb, TNOBEpPHYJach B MOIO
CTOpPOHY, M MHE ITOKA3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO CYLIECTBO, XOTA U GbUIO
elI€ COBCEM MaJIEHbKHMM, CJIENMbIM M 6€CITOMOLUIHLIM, 3HaJIO O
MOEM CYIUCCTBOBAaHHMH, HO He OOSUIOCh MEHS, a CTPEMHIOCH
MCIOAB30BaTh B CBOUX LEJISIX. 3TO BHIMVIsENO 3a6aBHO.

BcTpeBoXeHHBI, 1 BCTAI C KOWKHM M Tepeces Ha CTya y
cteHbl. [loBepHYBLINCH K HUM OOKOM, s IocTapajics cocpeno-
TOYHMTHCS Ha CBOMX COGCTBEHHBIX HenpusTHOCTAX. Hano 6su10
NIPUTOTOBHUTLCA K XyALIEMY, pa3 1 He MOT pacCCYUTBIBATh Ha TO,
YTO B CKOPOM BpeMeHH coiiny ¢ «BecTpuca», H He 3HaJl TOYHO,
Ha KaKoii InaHeTe 3To Npou3oMaET. 51 cHoBa NpoBEN pyKoii o
NoTafHOMY [iOACY, OLUIYTIAB BCe, TENEPD ViXe TAKHUE HEMHOIO-
YHUCJEHHEIEC yToNMeHHA Ha HEM. Cpeay HHUX GbUIO M KOCMH-
YecKoe KOJIbLO.

XaiiBena JIxxopHa yGuIM U3-3a HETO, B 3TOM 9 ObLT Tak Xe
YBEpEH, KaK ecJii Obl caM MPUCYTCTBOBAJ MIPH 3TOM YXKACHOM
cobbiTuy. He gBnseTcst 1M 3To KONBbLO NPUYMHOM HECYACTHIH,
HacTuruux Hac Ha TaHde? Ecau ga, To movemy y6unm
Bonnapa, a He MeHa? Wnu nuitaniuch yopath 060uX, 4TO6HI
BBDKMBILIHMI He 327aBajl NOTOM JIMWIHUX BonpocoB? Ho kro?
3aueMm?

PaHblue oTeu 6bU1 TeCHO cBS3aH ¢ BopoBckoit I'mnbaueii,
npapia noToM OTOWEN oT Aen. B eé psamax moom Jerko
HaXXHBTH cebe MoTylllecTBEHHBIX BparoB. OnHako MHe Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO OH NPOOOJDKaJl OKa3bIBaTh €ii HEKOTOpbIE YCIYTH
ZlaXe Noc’jie TOro, Kak ocesl Ha AHTKOpe.

S norupan xonbLUO Yepe3 TKaHb NOsAcCa, a MBICIH MOH
IBHTATHCD 10 KPYTY, U 1 HE MOT HaiTH HMKAKOIO O6BbACHEHUS
cayduBueMycs. He 3Halo, Korma s HAaKOHell 3aMETHII, YTO B
KaloTe CTaJlo Yepecyyp Xapko. Sl pacCTerHyn 1oB Ha KOMOM-
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HE30He U MOYYBCTBOBAI, KaK MOT CTPYIKAMU GEXUT IO LIeKaM
H noaboponaky. 1 MomgHs1 pyKy, YyToObl BBITEPETh JIMLO, H
yBUAEJN, YTO HeKOraa IMlagkas KoXa MNajbleB W TBhUIbHOM
CTOPOHBI JJAOHH NOKPBITA B3AYBLUMMHUCS (PHONETOBLIMH BOJI-
ObIpSMHU.

A nomneITasics BCTaTh, HO TEJIO MEHS He ciiyuanocs. S Bech
Ipoxain. 2Kap cMeHWwIcs BHYTpEHHMM O03HOOOM. MeHs Toli-
HHJIO, HO PBOTHI He ObUTO. PBaHyB Ha cebe omexny, s1 yBHAEN,
YTO KOXa Ha IpyH H pyKaX TaKXe I'yCTO YChINIaHa BOJIAbIPSMH.

— IloMorute, — mnpoxpunena f, WIM MHE 3TO TOJBKO
nokasanoch. Kaknm-To 00pa3oM MHe yzajloch BCTaTbh H,
LIEIUISSICh 3a OOLUMBKY KaloThl, 00OpaThCcsi OO MaJleHbKOTO
TieperoBOpHOTIo YcTpoicTBa Ha cteHe. lllaTasce, s nonsitasics
HaXaTb CUTHaJI TPEBOTH.

Bokpyr MeHs1, 3acTunas masa, KIyowics rycToi TyMaH, KaK
OyaTo s BHOBb OKA3aJicsl CpeM rei3epoB Ha MOKPLITOM HMcna-
PEHUSAMH TUIaHeTe. XBaTHUT JIM Y MEHS CUJI HaXaTb Ha KHONKY?
A yniépcs 160M B CTEHY, TaK YTO MMKpOGOH OKa3ajcs psiioM
C MOMMM ryb6aMH, U TIPOXPHUIIEN CBOIO NPOChOY:

— MHe 1wi10xo, NOMOTHTE.

Horu nogkaiwumsanuch. CoBeplieHHO 3a6b1B npo Banbku-
pMIo, A1 HanpaBwicsa K Koiike. Ho korna s mnammsi pyxHyn
BHU3, NMyLIMCTble KOMOYKH yXe Mcuyednu. Koiika 6suU1a mycra,
M s Tenepb, BeChb ApPOXa, JieXal Ha Hel.

S1 BHOBB OnyXaal BO BJAXHbIX MCNAapEeHMSX NMYyCTHIHHOH
TIaHeTbl, OHU CBHBAJIUCH BOKPYT MEHSI KIy4HMH KOJbLUAMH, U
s1 Kpyuyaj oT 6osu. Sl 6exasn no BoHIOYEMY NEHUCTOMY WY H
TILETHO MbITAJCH pa3risieTb CBOUX IpeciefoBaTelieif, XoTs
TOYHO 3HaJl, YTO 32 MHOM roHsATcs. OgHaXabl TYMaH paccesi-
c, M 1 Ha MrHOBeHHe yBuaea MX. OHM HaaBHUraJuch C
na3epaMH B pyKaX, M y BceX ObL1IO OQHO JIMLO — JIMLO JOKa
Bunoca. CnoTsikacs ¥ nagasi, g 6exan gajisuie.

— OHH YOBIOT... YOBIOT... YOBIOT... — CJIOBa, MIONOOHO rPOMY,
PacKaThIBaJIUCh HaJl MPOCTOPaMH 37I0BElUEH TU1aHeThl. — OHH
YOBIOT Teb4... TEO4... TeOs!..

W BHOBb 1 B nMXxopanke Nexy Ha Koiike. TymMaH ucuyes, a
3peHKe nposicHwioch. M He TOJIbKO 3peHHue, HO U pa3yM. A
CAbLINIY CBMUCTSUIMH I1UENOT, AOHOCSALIMHCH CO CTEHbl, M3
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cTeHbl. MHe yXe JOBOOHWIOCH CNBIIIATD CJIOBA, pa3faBaBlInecs
€O CTeHB! Wix npsaMo u3 Bo3ayxa. Ho ato 6vuio Ha Tande, B
ceaTnlIe. Teneps Xe 51 He TaM, a B CBoei KaloTe Ha Kopabne
BOJILHLIX TOProBleB. MHe 00s3aTeIbHO Hano, NpocTo Heobxo-
JHUMO, YCJIBIIATh 3TOT LIEMNOT BHOBbD.

S noTaHysCA, H OfESUIO CMOA3M0 BHU3. KTO-TO CHSUI C MeHs
onexny; BC€ Teo ObUlIo ychbinaHo GHONETOBBIMHU BOJIABIPSIMH,
MOKPBITHIMU TIOACOXILEH KOPKOIi. YXacHo! Y MeHs KpyXHiach
rojioBa, HO s KaK-TO YXMTpWIcsi noOpaTbCcsi OO CTEHLI, B
KOTOpYI0 ObLUIO BMOHTHPOBAHO IIEPErOBOPHOE YCTPOICTBO.
Ilon HUM ropey OroHEK — OHO He 6bUIO BBIKIIIOYEHO, TIe-TO
B IPYrOM TNOMeEUIEHHH, CHAA HemnoAal€éKy oT MHKpodoHa,
pa3roBapuBajiy JIIOAH, H HX peYb pa3sHOCWIach IO BCeMY
KopabJ1lo, XOTsS M HECKOJIBKO HEBHATHo. Sl mpucmylancs.

— ...OMaCHO... 3aBapHTb... HE MOXEM JlaXe BbIOPOCUTH €ro
B KOCMOC, 3aBapHTh IBEPb, CXe4b BCE B KaloTe.

— OT1Be3€EM ero...

— He BhIiiaeT, — 1ODKHO GBITH, TOBOPHBLIMIA IPAABUHY-
ca O6amxe K MHKpodOHy, NMOTOMY YTO MHE CTIO Jyylle
cabliiHo. — OH MEPTB WIH BOT-BOT YMPET. Jlo CHX NOp HaM
BE3JI0, HO Mbl HE MOXEM PHCKOBATh B HaJeXIe, YTO SMHAEMHS
He pacnpocTpaHuTcs. Hano u36aBUTLCS OT Beex Ce0B YyMbl
paHblle, YeM Mbl csileM B KaKOM-HHOynb nopty. Bl Xe He
XOTHTE, YTOOBI Hall Kopabnb OObLABWIN 3a4yMIEHHBIM?

— ...HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.

— BepHéM uM neHbru. [lokaxeM IUIEHKY € 3aITHCLIO TOTO,
YTO NPOMCXOOMT B KalOTe: OAHOIO B3rjsifa Ha Hero Oyner
JOCTaTO4YHO, YToOBbl yOeAUTh MX B €ro COBeplLUEHHOI Oecrno-
nesHocT. OHU He OynyT UcKaTb — Tebe HyxXHa yyma?

— ...MX HE TaK-TO NMPOCTO YOEOAUTb...

— TlokaxeM UM IIEHKH! — 3TO roBopuia AOK. Ternephb 9 B
3TOM He coOMHeBalcd. — M naxe He cTaHeM OTKpLIBaTh ABEPhb
B KalOTy 10 TeX Mop, NoKa He CMOXEM cXe4Yb BCE BHYTPH, U
3aia€M Tyna, HaneB cKkadaHaphl, rae-HUOYAb HA JIMILIEHHOM
XM3HH CNYTHHKe, 4yTOoObl MH(peKUuHMs He pacnpocTpaHWIach
nanbuwie. U 6ynem Kpenko mepxarb fA3bIK 3a 3ybaMH. A Bce
OoCTa/lbHble NMYCTb NYMAlOT, YTO OH ocTtajics Ha TaHde Hu
noru6 taM. Ilo xpaiiHe#i Mepe B nepBoe BpeMsi HaC HH O YEM :
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He OyIyT cnpallMBaTb, a MOXET M HUKoraa He oyanyr. OHu
1no3aboTATCsA O TOM, YTOOb! 3aMecTH cienbl. Mbl He MoXeM
JOCTaBMThb €ro ceifyac — y Hac TOJIBKO T€JIO B 3alepToOi KaloTe
— yyMma...

A Obin yBepeH, 4To peys 1UIa 000 MHe. ['0IoBOKpyXeHHe
yXe Npouuio, M s coobpaxaja HOCTaTOYHO Xopoiuo. Bunoc
CYMUTAJl MeHs MEPTBbIM, a 1 M He AyMaad ymuparb. A He
cobupascsi MHMPHUTLCS C YTOTOBaHHOW MHe ydactblo. Ecnu
BOJIbHbIE TOPIOBLBI NMPUMYT MNpeninoxeHHe Buinoca, To oHM
Gonble He BOMOYT KO MHE M3 cTpaxa nepea MHdexuuen, a
3aKpOIOT CHapyXHW M HarJyxo 3aBapsiT OBepb MOEH KaloThI.
3aTreM OHM OTK/IIOYAT BEHTWISLHIO, 3aTKHYT BCE OTAYLUHHBI,
YTOOBI OrPaHUYMUTDb pacrpocTpaHeHHe 3aboeBaHMA, U 51 YMpPY
MedJIeHHOM, MYYMTeJbHOH cMepThio. KpoMe Toro, Temepspb
CTaJ10 ICHO, YTO IUIaH Moero nobera ¢ TaHda ObL1 pazpaboraH
He MHoii. [loyeMy Xe paHblle JETKOCTb, C KOTOpOH MHe
YIQJIOCh €ro OCYLIEeCTBHTb, He BbI3Bajlla Y MEHS HMKaKUX
nogo3peHUn? MeHs B3sUTMCh NOCTABHUTH MO Ha3HayeHH1o. He
NPUXOAWIOCh COMHEBATbCS OTHOCHUTEIBHO MCTHHHOHM cylli-
HOCTU TeX, KOMY MEHsS OOJDKHBI ObUIM BpPYYMTh, CJIOBHO
TPY30BO€ OTIpaBJICHHE.

OcraBasicst 1M Y MeHsI XOTb KaKoit-HUOynb Bbixoa?

— IIpous oTciona!

J1 Tak pe3Ko NMoBepHY I'0JIOBY, YTO MHE CHOBA CTaJIo AYPHO
M TIPULLIOCH CXBaTUThCA 3a KoiKy. Ha Heii meBenwnca ma-
JICHbKUH 4YEpPHBIH KOMO4YeK. MrHoBeHMe s TYTIO CMOTpel B
NpPOCTPAHCTBO, HOKa, HAKOHELl, HE COCPEeNOTOYMI Ha HEM CBOM
B3MIsiA. Y MOAYWIKM NMPHUTYIWIOCH TO CaMOe CYLIECTBO, KOTO-
poe s1 B NOCJIEAHUI pa3 BUIEJ CBEpHYBLUMMCS Bo3je Banbku-
puu. Tenmepr OHO cTalo pa3a B OBa KpyIlHee, 4eM IIpH
poxneHuu. Ero rma3za 6bUTH 1UMPOKO pacKphIThl U NPUCTATLHO
CMOTpeJIM Ha McHS. 3aMETHUB, YTO s TOXE yCTaBWICS Ha Hero,
OHO BTAHYJIO TOJIOBY, NP 3TOM €I0o JJIMHHaA les] KayHYyJach,
KakK y 3MeH.

— Ilpoub oTciona, — 3TH cJ10Ba BO3HHKIN B MOEM CO3Ha-
HUH, U S MOr CBSI3aTb MX TOJILKO C 3THMM XHBOTHBIM. S
YYBCTBOBaJI ce6s1 HACTOJIBKO IUI0XO0, YTO TaKOH crocot obuie-
HHs Jaxe He MOoKas3aJicsd MHE CTPaHHBIM.
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— Orciona xyna?.. — cpocHi s WENOTOM H NOBEPHYJICS,
YTOOBI BBIKIIOYHTb INIEPErOBOPHOE YCTPOMCTBO. Y MEHsl He
ObUIO XeJIaHUS AEANThCS CBOUM OTKPBITHEM C BO3MOXHBIMHU
CITyLIaTe MU,

— 3710 T X0pouuo caenai. [Ipoys u3 kopabns, — oTBeTIIIO
CYllleCTBO, NPMXABIIMCh K U3MATOH NMOAYLIKE.

— Ho TaM Xe oTKpbIThIH KOcMOC? — s oA epKajl pa3roBop
B NOJIHO# YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, YTO BHHOH BceMY MOE JIMXOpa-
no4Hoe coctosinue. CroBa, sIKoObI yC/bILIaHHbIE Yepe3 nepe-
TOBOPHOE YCTPOMCTBO, BEpPOSTHO, TOXE JIMLIb NOYYAWIHUCDH
MHe B Openy.

— Her, 11 cnpnan. OHY yoblor Te6s1. [laxHer cTpaxoM,
y>KacHBIH 3amax o BceMy Kopabiio, — y3Kasi roJloBKa INoAHHU-
Majnach BCE Bulllle M Bbille, H s BHOEd, KaK HO3ApH €€
pa3oyBaIUCh, CJIOBHO 3TO CYLUECTBO AEHCTBUTENLHO YyBCTBO-
BJIO B 3aTXJIOM BO31yXe KaKOH-TO HeOObLIYHBIN 3amax.

— Vxonu orciona. Brictpo. [Toka oHHM He 3aBapWIM ABEPb.
Bo3bMmu ckadanap.

Hanets ckaganap, npoifTH yepe3 BO3OYyLIHEIH 1uTI03. Toraa
MHE, BO3MOXHO, YAACTCSA NPOTAHYTh, NIOKa HE KOHYHTCS 3amac
Bo3ayxa B 6ainoHax. Ho 31o npoiiuT Moo XWM3Hb JHILb Ha
KOPOTKMM CpOK.

— OnHu 6ynyT uMckaTh, He HAaHAYT, BEPHYTCSI CHOBa, HEOO-
XOIHMMO CIpSATAaTbCs, — HAaCTaMBaJl MOH CTPAHHbIH KOMITaHb-
OH.

CoBeplIeHHO HEeBEePOSITHbIN IUIaH, H MPaKTHYeCKH HHKa-
KHX lIaHCOB Ha ynayy. Ho Tak BeJIMKO B Hac XeJlaHHE XHTb,
yTOo 51 OBUT TOTOB NpPHMHATH ero. Mos Kalora Haxoguwiach
HelaJIeKo OT LII03a M MOMEllEeHHUs, B KOTOPOM XpaHWIHCh
ckadanapbl. Ho Kak TOnNBKO s OTKpOIO €ro, Ha MOCTHKeE
pa3znacTcsl CUTHajl, KpOMe TOro, BAPYT Mbl B T'MIIEpNpPOCTPaH-
crae?

— Her, — nepe6un MeHs Moii cnyTHUK. — Pa3Be Thl He
YyBCTBYEUIb?

On 6bw1 npaB. B runepnpocTpaHcTBe Iyl Kopabns He
ciupiieH. Sl Xxe, HanpoTHUB, YyBCTBOBaJ BHOpalHIO, CBOii-
CTBEHHYIO Kopabiio, ieTalieMy B OObIYHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

— OHM MIUYT CITyTHHK, MEPTBYIO TUIAHETY, XOTAT CKPHITh
YyMy WIH, MOXET ObITb, BCTPETHTLCS C OCTAJIbHbIMH.

58



A oTxpbul WKadUHMK, CXBAaTWI BUCEBIUIMI B HEM KOMOHHe-
30H W Haje ero. TaM, Iie TKaHb CONpHKacalach C MOACOXLIH~
MM CTPYTIbAMH, KOXa Yyecaslach, HO 3TO ObUIO BecbMa He3Ha-
YUTENbHBIM HEyAOOCTBOM IO CPAaBHEHHIO CO BCEM OCTAIbHBIM,
YTO MeHs Gecriokowio. Kak ToibKo s 3aBapil NepeaHHIi 110B,
CYLLIeCTBO NOoAoOpanoch, M30THYJIOCh W NPLITHYJIO NMpSMO Ha
MaJIEHBKYIO OTOPOXEHHYIO IMOJIOYKY Ha YpOBHE MOEIo IUleya.
S B3ApOTrHYN M NPHMKpbUI IJ1a3a.

Tenepsb, Koraga OHO OKa3aJOCh COBCEM PSIIOM, S MOT BHHU-
MaTeJbHO ero paccmorpeTh. Hy M cTpaHHasa xe 310 ObLla
noMecs! BMecTo 11epCcTH €ro NoKphiBaj YEPHBIN XECTKUH NMyX.
Jlanel OLUTM TOJILIMH, CEPBIMH, C OC/ILIMH TMOAYLICYKAMH, U
nepeHHe BecbMa MOXCAWIHM Ha KpolleyHble py4ku. ['onoBa u
TeNI0 OYEPTAHUSIMH HANIOMMHAIHM KOLNA4ybH, €CIM HE CYUTATh
TOTO, YTO KOHEYHOCTH OBbUIM CIMIIKOM KOPOTKMMM MO CpaB-
HEHMIO c TyJoBM1leM. Ha BepxHeit rybe Topuaiu XECTKHE YChl,
HO YUIM ObUTH MeHbllie, YeM Y KollleK. B HenponopiioHanbHO
GOJIbLIMX, CJIETKA BLITAHYTHIX IMla3aX He ObUIO BUAHO 3pDaYKOB.

IllepcTh rpebHeM Topyasia Ha BEpXHEH 4acTH MOXOXeEro Ha
XJIBICT XBOCTa, HO KOHYHK M HHXHSAS YacTb €I0 OCTaBaJIUCh
TroNbIMU. B 06111eM, BHELTHOCTD CYLLIECTBA Ka3aJlach CTPAHHOIM,
HO HE OTTaJIKUBaIolIeH, IIPOCTO HEOOLIYHOIA.

C noJKM OH 1arHyj KO MHE Ha IUICYO M, CBCPHYBLUNCH
BOKDYT lI€H, YXBaTWICSH CBOMMH pyKaMM-JIallkaMM 3a MeHs
Tak, 4TO €ro IoJioBa 0Ka3ajlaCh pPSioM C MOMM YXOM, a KOITH
33aHHUX Jlal BUEIIWIKNCh B TKAHb KOMOMHE30Ha Ha MOEM JIEBOM
Ieye.

— Hném, oHH yxe psamom.

D10 ObLUIO MOXOXE Ha NMPHKA3, U, K CBOEMY YAMBIECHHIO, S
eMmy nogyMHuics. Ho mepex TeM, Kak BBIWTH H3 KalOThl, s
TOJYYWI €lI€ OJHO YKa3aHHe.

— Bo3ayxoBox — mouaps TaMm.

3axpbIBaBllas ero 3acJIOHKa Nojananack, easa g AEPHYN 3a
He€. 5] ObUT HACTOJILKO OLUEJIOMJIEH, YTO BBLITIOJNHAN BCE
yKa3aHHs, HE CIpalluiBag HHU o 4YEM. BHYTpH s o6Hapyxun
CBOIi nosic, KOTOPbBIi JieXasl B TyOUHE TPYOBI Tak, YTO €ro He
610 BUAHO cHapyxM. S cpasy Xe ourynan KapMawmku. To
HEMHOroe, Ha YTO S MOT PacCYMTBIBaThb, NMO-MIPEXHEMY NMpPH-
HalUIeXaJio MHe.
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— bBricTpee! — BTOT nMpHKa3 ObUT NOAKPEIUVIEH yOapoM
OCTPBIX KOTTEH.

S npyoTKpBUT ABEPh KaloThl. B Tyckio ocBelIEHHOM KOpH-
Jlope HUKOTO He Obu10. Ho Henonanéky Ha iecTHULIEe pa3aaBan-
cs 3BOH MarHMTHBIX nojgouwuB. S cKIOHWICS nepen ABepueit
KJIaJOBKH, B KOTOpPO# XpaHWIMCh cKadaHIApbl, H Y MEHH
ycnena npoMeabKHYTh MBICJIb, YTO Aaxe ciabas Hagexaa Ha
criaceHHe BCE Xe JIydlle YyeM HUYero.

S meiicTBOBaJl KaK BO CHe. Y MeHs Gonbllle HE BOZHHKAJIO
Jaxe MaJeiflllero COMHEHMs B Lielecoobpa3HOCTH Gercrsa ¢
KopabJigd U B TOM, HacKOJIbKO BBITIOJTHMM Halll cyMaclleJ1Iui
1wiaH. CIwisl BO3BpalllaIUCh KO MHE, U YeM OOJIbliIe 51 ABUTaCs,
TeM Kpelrde CTaHOBWICS. S ro4yBCcTBOBaJI MUMOJIETHOE YAOB-
JIETBOpEHHeE MPH MBICJIU O TOM, KAKOE€ pa3o4apoBaHUE MOCTUT-
HeT Buioca, cunraBliero MeHs1 MEPTBBIM.

3aaBiKKa roananach, ¥ s NpoCcKoJIb3HY/ BHYTPb KJIAAOBKH,
3aKpbIB 3a 000 ABepb. OrsaeBINChH B MOJYTEMHOM NOMe-
LIEHUH, 9 IOHSUT, KaK MHe noBe3J10: «Bectpuc» 6bU1 NocTpoeH
Mo IUIaHy HCCJEeNOBaTeNbCKOIO CyAHa, YTO Ka3ajlloch BechMa
JIOTHYHBIM, Belb BOJIbHBIM TOProBLAM HepeoKO NMPHUXOAUTCS
OTKphIBaThb HOBbIE MUPBI.

JpyriM KOHLIOM KJIaJlOBKa BBIXOAWIA NMPSMO B LIUTIO30BYIO
KaMepy, 4TO MO3BOJISJIO C3KOHOMMTDL BpeMsl, 3aTpaydBaeMoe
Ha nepeofeBaHUe NMPH BhIXoJe ¢ KOpabns U BO3BpalllecHUH Ha
Hero. S npoBEn 1agoHbIO No NnoJjke co ckadhaHaApaMH, CTapasch
HAMNTHU NMOAXOASILIUIA IO pa3Mepy M €CJIM He YOOOHBIi, TO XOTSA
Obl MPUIOAHBIH A Mosb3oBaHMA. Kak npaBwio, TOpProeusl
OTJIMYAIOTCH XPYTIKHMM TEJIOC/IOXEHUEM, U, K CYaCTbIO, 51 caM
IOBOJILHO XYNOol M HEBBICOKOIO POCTa, MHaye 1 He CMor Obl
BTUCHYTbCS B IIpcAHa3HaYeHHbI A1 HUX cKadauap. U BcE xe
OH ObIN 019 MEHS CIIMLIKOM TECE€H, MHC JaX€ NPpHULIOCh CHATD
nortaiHou nosc. YTo X, eciM OH He Bie3eT nopa ckadaHAp, TO
noyeMy Obl HC HadeThb ero nopepx?

EnBa Mbl BOLLIM B KJIAJOBYIO, MOW KpOLUEYHBIH CIMyTHUK
CNPBITHYJ C MOETO IJle4a M, Ka3anock, 3acTpyWic 1o nosuy. Ou
OCTaHOBWICS Tiepe] SIIUKOM C NPOo3payHOH CTEHKOI, MpHUcen
nepea HUM Ha 3aHME JIalbl M CTaj OLUYTLIBaTh efo Kpas
CBOMMM pYKaMH-JIallKaMM; ObUIO SICHO, YTO €ro HAeHCTBUs
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HMMEIOT BITOJIHE OMpeNe/IEHHYIO Lie/ib. 3aTeM NepelHssl CTeHKA
SILIMKA OTCKOYWIA Ha NPYXUHE, OH MOJTHUEH BJIETEN B HETO U
CBEpHYJICA KAJIaYMKOM BHYTpHU. Sl 3aMHTpUIoBaHHO Habmioaas
3a HUM.

— 3akpoit! — [Ipo3ByyaBiias B rojioBe KOMaHAa 3acTaBWIa
MEHsI ONyCTUTLCA Ha OJHO KOJIeHO, cKadaHIAp Aeslall MOH
OBUKEHUS] BECbMa HEYKITIOXHMMH.

TToHsTHS He MMe0, YTO 3TO ObLT 32 ALIUK. MeTasiMyecKui,
C NMpoO3payHoii nepeAHe CTEHKOI, OH ObUT OYEHb NNPOYHBIM H
B TO Xe BpeMs JaBajl BO3MOXHOCTb HabJofaTh 3a TEM, YTO
Haxoawloch BHYTpHU. Ha 3agHeil cTeHKe s1MKa ObUTH BMOHTH -
POBaHbI KPIOYKH, 32 KOTOPbIE €70 MOXHO ObUIO NOABELLIMBATD.
BeposiTHO, OH npeaHa3Hayaics o coopa o6pa3LoB B HOBLIX
MHpax.

— 3akpoii ObicTpee, oHM uayT! Thl BO3bMELIB MEHS C COOOH,
Hy Xe!

OH cMoTpenl Ha MeHS CBOMMM CBEPKAIOLIMMH IJ1a3aMH,
CHOBa MOAYHUHSA MeHs cBoel BoJe. [la, s1 YyBCTBOBaJ €Io CHIY
M CHOBa NMOBUHOBAJICS €MY.

MiHe He ymanoch 3acTErHyTb NMOTaiHOM MOsIC MOBEpX CKa-
dannpa. ToporUIMBO pacCTerHyB KapMallKu, i BBIBJIMJI MX
COIEpPXHMOE B CYMKY Ha mnosice, Bc€, KpoMe KOCMHYECKOro
xonsua. Korja-to 3T0 KOJMBLO HOCWIM NOBEPX NEpYaTKU
ckadaHapa, MOXET ObITh, U MHE €ro TaK HazaeTs? U, aeiicTBU-
TEeNbHO, OHO NMPHULUIOCH KaK pa3 BIIOpY.

A 3akpenun ocTaJibHOE CHapsDK€HHE, CMYTHO OCO3HaBas
BCIO CaMOYOMIICTBEHHYIO IJIyNOCTb 3TOro IulaHa. OaHaKo 5 He
COMHEeBAJICS, YTO MOSIBUCH i cerdyac rame-Hudyab Ha Kopabie,
MeHs1 6b1 coxXriii 6e3 BCAKO XanmocTH. HUYTO He ‘BbI3bIBAET
TaKOTO CTpaxa, Kak yyMa. S B3su1 KOHTeHHep ¢ HaBsA3aBLIMMCS
MHE MONYTYUKOM MO MBILIKY H OTKPBUI ABEPb B LLTIO30BYIO
xaMepy. Kak TonbKo s nokMHy Kopabib, NOQHHUMETCS TpeBora.
CKoJIbKO BpeMEHM MPOMAET, Npexae 4eM OHY NOHMYT, KaKoi
NyTb K cnaceHuio u3bpana ux xeprBa? Bunoc 3aBepun ux B
TOM, YTO 5 HaXOXyCh B KOMATO3HOM COCTOSIHMH. Xopollo,
€C/IM OHH HE CKOpPO PAcCTaHYTCS C 3TUM YOeXIAeHHEM.

Kpbiuika j10ka BepHynach Ha CBOE MECTO, U 5 3aApauJ e€.
IToyemy 611 He ocTaThea 3nech? Henbssa, Beab cyuiecTByeT
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CHCTEMa BHYTPEHHETO YIPaBIEHHSA, U JIIOK MOXHO OTNEPETh
M3 Kopunopa. UM norpebyercst IMLIb OTKPLITh €0, NTPOXeEYb
ABIPY B MOEM cKacaHApe M BLIKMHYTD T€JIO B KocMoc. 1151 MeHs
3TO BepHas CMEpPThb, @ OHM JlaXe HE PUCKYIOT 3apa3UThCA.

Iloka 3TH MbICIH IPOHOCHJIMCh B MOEH IOJIOBE, PYKHU
OLIYTILIBAJIM 3aTMOp Ha HapYXHOM JIIOKE TaK, CJIOBHO A€HCTBO-
BaJIM caMM 1o cebe. 3aTeM 3aropesiach CHTHaJIbHasl JJaMITO4Ka,
M BO30YX CO CBHCTOM YCTpeMWICS M3 uUTIo3a. Sl MelieHHo
BBbILLIEN HAPYXY, YIIUPasich MArHUTHBIMM NTOJOLIBaMH OOTHHOK
B HapyXHy10 060JI04Ky Kopabis.

S yXe He MepBLIH rox JeTaJl Ha KOCMHUYECKHX KOpaOisix.
IlpaBna, 10 cUX MOp MHE NMPUXOAWIOCh ObIBaTh Ha HUX JIMLIb
B KayecTBe Maccaxupa. Bc€ xe y MeHs XBaTWIO yMa CMOTPETh
cebc moo HOrW, crapasich M306eraTb B3IJILAOM IYyCTOTHI, B
KOTOpOi#i MbI JieTeau. C NMOMOLIBIO CTPAaXOBOYHOIO Tpoca s
NPUKpPEeNnW1 SUMK K Noscy, U OH GonTajics U3 CTOPOHHI B
CTOPOHY, OJHAaKO He HACTOJbKO CHIbHO, YTOOBl i HE MOT
yoepXaThCs Ha Horax.

Illapkas ¥ He peluascbh OTOpBaTb MAarHUTHbIE NMOJOLUBHI
6OTHUHOK OT MTOBEPXHOCTH Kopabiisi, 1 ABUHYJICA B CTOPOHY OT
JoKa. Bpsn nm Mou mpecnenoBaTenM 3acTaBAT cebs XOaTh,
nogymai s, ¥ TYT OO MEHS BHE3alHO JolUio Bc€ Oe3ymue
COBepILIEHHOTO MHOIi MOCTYTIKa; 3TO BBIBEJIO MEHS U3 IPEMOT-
HOTO COCTOSIHMSI, B KOTODOM 51 HaxOZWICS C TeX Nop, Kak
KPOLIIEYHOE CYLLIECTBO 3aBJIae/I0 MOMM BOCIIPMMMYHMBLIM CO-
3HAHUCM.

Ecnu 310 He Open, a NMPOMCXOOMT B NEHCTBUTENILHOCTH,
3HAYUT A1 TMOJYYalo BCE 3TU COBETHI M MPHUKA3bl TejlenaTHyec-
KvM nyTéM. JlaBHO NpOLWIH Te BpeMeHa, Koria TaK Ha3blBae-
Mble NMPOCBCIUEHHDIE JIIOAU CMESUTUCh NPH OOHOM YTIOMHHa-
HUM O NapaHOpPMalbHbIX CIOCOOHOCTSIX.

Hukro He coMHeBaeTcsl B TOM, YTO OHM CYLIECTBYIOT, XOTS
BCcTpeyaloTcs penko. ONHaKO 51 HE CTAJIKMBAJICS € UX NPOsBJIE-~
HHUSAMH, H YX TOYHO He Obln HaJeN€H 3THM [apoM caM.

— Bnepén! — INpuka3s npo3Byyan y MEHS B rojioBe TakK Xe
pe3Ko, KaK M paHbule. — Bnepén, K Hocy Kopabns.

A Bnepsble, ¢ TEX MOp KaK HayajoCch Halle OOLUEHHE,
BOCIPOTHBU/CSA €MY. HeCTHO roBops, B 3TOT MOMEHT s HE MOT
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ABHUraTbCcsl HU B OJHOM HampaBleHMH. MeHs1 cKoBaJ Takoii
OVKHI yXac, YTO OCTAETCS TOJIBKO YAUBIISITECS, KAaK S HE COLIEN
c yma. Jleio B TOM, YTO g MOTEPSUI OCTOPOXHOCTb U OTBEN
B3IJISIL OT MOBEPXHOCTH Kopabis.

CrnoBa cTy4aiH B Moeii TroJIoBe, HO S HE BOCIPHHHUMAJ HX.
A He oco3HaBaJl HHYEro, KpoMe NMycToThl. YTO-TO pBajoch H
népraso MeHs 3a nosc. CyliecTBo MeTajloch Mo AmuKy. MHe
ObUIO BUOHO, KAK OHO PACKPLIBAET H 3aKPLIBAET POT, €ro I71a3a,
TOXOXHEe Ha cBepKalollue OYCHMHBI, TOpelid SIPKUM OTHEM.
OxBayeHHBIN CTPaXoM Iepel KOCMOCOM, I CMOTpeJ Ha Hero
HEBUAALIYM B3IVISLIOM.

Ho Bckope, rsins Ha SIMK ¢ 06e3yMeBUIMM 3BEPLKOM, s
3aMeTWI, KaK ONYyCTWIACh KPbILIKA JIIOKa, KOTOPYIO $1 OCTaBUJI
OTKphiTOM. MHe KaXeTcs, 1 3aKpHUyaJll, Ja TakK, 4YTO €IBa He
OIJIOX OT pa3naBlUIErocsi B lUlIeMe IPOH3MUTEJILHOIO BOIUISL.
MeHs ocTaBwIM oqHOro. MoxeTr 6bITh Ha KAKOEe-TO MTHOBEHbE
s1 yrpatin paccynok? Tenepbs MHe KaxeTcs, 4To Aa. Tonbko 651
Jobpatbest AO JIIOKa, TONIbKO Obl... 1 HUYero He nomMHio. Uro
MpPOM301IUIO B T€ CEKYyHAbl, KOrga s Noanasics OXBaTHBLUEWH
MeHs yxacHol nanuke? Sl sToro yxxe HuKoraa He ysHawo. Ho
s1 oTOpBaJIicsl, KOpabnb ObUT HEM3BECTHO Tae, a s, MENJIEHHO
Bpallasich, OTAANAICS OT HEro, YIUILIB1 B BEYHYIO ThMY, Oe3
BCSIKOU HaJeXAbl Ha 4YbIO-TMOO MOMOIIb.

Yro 6bUTO AablLE, Sl OMATH He IOMHIO, HAaBEepHOE, NOTePSIN
co3HaHue. OYHYBLIUCH Xe, 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO MEHS TAHYT,
TAHYT Kyaa-To. CrniepBa 51 faxe oopanosajcsi. MeHs 3aapkaHH-
JIM, s1 BO3Bpallaloch Ha «BecTpuc». He BaxHo, yObIOT MEHs TaM
win HeT. Jlyyiue yX ObicTpasi CMEpPTDb, YeM BeYHOE KpYXXeHHE
B IYCTOTE.

Mo€ nneyo M pyka 6osenn — M 60Jb BCE yCHIHMBaIaCh.
IlpaBas pyka Obuia BHITSHYTa Briepéll, Kak OyaTO yKa3biBaja Ha
KaKyio-TO HeBUAMMY1O0 Lesb. Ha nepyarke 4to-To sipKo cBeTH-
JIochb, CBET MYNbCHPOBAI, CJIOBHO 3HEpPrHs, NMUTaBLUas €ro,
nocrynajia ¢ nepebosmMu. S cienosan 3a BbITSHYTOI Blepén
PYKo#, nogoOGHO TOMy, KaK TeJO HBIPSJIBLUMKA clieayeT 3a
TIOAHSTBIMU Had TOJIOBOM, DEXYLIMMM BOLY PYKAMM; MeH:H
TAHYJIO C TAKOM CUJION, YTO OOJIENIH BCe XXWIbl, pyKa, Ka3aJlocCh,
TIpeBpaTWiach B BepPEBKY, PUTATUBABIIYIO MEHs K SKOpIO.
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S He MOT MNoOLLEBEUTHCS, 3aCTUT B OMHOM ITOJIOXKECHHU —
YyeJloBEK-CTpesia, YCTPEMIEHHbIH K HEU3BECTHOM MHE LIEJIH,
BIIOJ1 HE OTIpeieIEHHOM LieJi, — B 3TOM y MEHSI He BO3ZHHKAJIO
HUKakux comHeHuH. Ho Bepé€Bku He ObUIO, HeT, S JIeTeNl B
NnycToTe, Cliedys 3a CBeTslleiics NMepyaTkoi. 3a mepyarkoii?
HeT! Ha MoéM nasblie CBETWIOCh KOCMHYECKOE KOJIbLO!

3OTOT HeKOoraa TYCKJIbIH KAMEHb INpeBpaTWICd B OIOHb
Masika, 30BYLUMI MeHs Bc€ manblle M najislle. MHe yganoch
YyTb-4yTb [TOBEPHYTb TOJIOBY, ¥ Sl YBUIEJ SILIUK C MYLUUCTBIM
CylLIeCTBOM, 6JIeCHYBLIMIA B Ty4aX OTpaXé&éHHoro cBeta. OH BCé
eul€ OGoJnTancs Yy MeHS Ha Iosice, HO 3BepEK OecrioMOLIHO
KaTayicsl B3all Y BNEPEN, CBEPHYBUINCDH B TYTOM KITyOOK, U MHE
NOKa3aJloch, YTO OH yMep.

A He uMen HHU ManeHllero NpencTaB/leHHs] O TOM, rie
ocTtancsa «Bectpuc». YyBcTBoBanoCh, YTO S1 ABHUIaloCh ¢ 6OJb-
oM CKOpPOCTBIO, HO NMOBEPHYTHCSI U NMOCMOTPETb, YTO HaXo-
JUTCS MO3aJM M MO CTOPOHAaM OT MEHS, 51 HE MOT.

Bpems nepecrano cywectBoBaTh. S To npuxonun B cebs, To
BHOBb NpPOBAIMBAICA BO TbMy HeObITUs. [laneko. He cpa3sy a
OCO3HaJI, YTO NpUOIMKaAIOCh K YeMY-TO. B KOH1Ie KOHLIOB, MHe
yoasoch YJIOBUTh O4YEPTaHMS TOTO, YTO HEKOTrAa MOIIO GhITh
KopabnéM. Bokpyr Hero, Kak KpolleYHble CITyTHHKH BOKDYT
IUIaHEeThl, TUTaBa/IM OOJIOMKHM Mycopa, HHOTda OHH YAapsUIUCh
O Kopnyc, OTJIETATH B CTOPOHY M CHOBAa BO3BpALLAIUCh K HEMY.
W KonbLO TAHYJIO MEHS B 3Ty MSICOpYOKy. JlocTaTouHO caMoMy
MaJIeHbKOMY OOJIOMKY 3aleTb MeHSl, U s1 MOrMOHYy TakK Xe
HeMu30eXHOo, KaK OT Jiyya jasepa.

Ilocne HeCKOABKMX HEYAAUHBIX MOMBITOK $ MOHSI, YTO MHE
He CNpaBUTLCS C CUJIONH, TaluuBLIeH MeHA Bnepén. Pyka
3aHeMeNa, CycTaBbl OblIM CJIOBHO 3a0J0KHMpOBaHbl B OTHOM
nonoxeHuu. Kak yenosek s He cyliecTBoBan 6o.bllie, OCTa-
JIochb Opyaue, ¢ MOMOLIbI0 KOTOPOIOo KOJBLO CTPEMWIOCH K
CBoeH UeH.

BHyTpH ckacdaHapa Mo€ GecnoMOLIHOE TENO0, TOYHEE Ta €ETO
4YacTb, KOTOPas AyMana H YYBCTBOEAJIA, CXXHMANIACh U HbLIA OT
cTpaxa. Sl 3akpbln r1a3a, He B CHJIAaX CMOTPETh Ha OTKpPbIBIIY-
lIocid nepeio MHoH kKapTHHy. Ho Bo MHe ewé Terimauce
OCTaTKM HaZeXabl, U 1 CHOBA OTKPbL1 MX. Mbl ObUIH pAIOM C
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BHELIHUM KOJIBLIOM OOJIOMKOB, KOrJla MHE ITOKa3aJIoCh, YTO 9
3aMETHI KaKoe-TO OTBEPCTHE, BO3MOXHO, OTKPBITBIi JIIOK WIN
NpoOOMHY B OOLIMBKE OCTaBJIEHHOrO KOMaHIoOM Kopabis.

Kopabsip 6bU1 MOYTH He BUAEH 3a X1aMOM, KpYXHBUIMMCS
BOKDYT HEro, HO S pelIwl, YTo OH Oonblie «BecTpuca»; no
pa3MepaM OH ObLT He MEHbllle NMAacCaKMPCKOTIo JlaiiHepa, Ho 1o
OYepTaHHUAM OT/IMYaJICH OT BCEX M3BECTHBIX MHe Kopabnei. U
TYT Mbl ITONAJTH B NMEPBYIO MOJIOCY 00JOMKOB.

S 3aMep B 0XXMIAHWU CTOJIKHOBEHMS C 3a3yOpEeHHBIM KycC-
KOM MeTajula, HO BAPYT 3aMETHIL: JIETalOLIUIi BOKPYT Hac XJlaM
paccTynaeTcs nepen Jy4oM, UCXOOSILIMM OT KAMHS, CJIOBHO OH
OBUT HaZeJIEH CMIOCOOHOCTBIO pacyMUIaTh 1OPOTrY nepen coboid.
A cMoTpen Briepén, He Bepsi CBOMM IM1a3aM. Ho BOT orpoMHblit
06JIOMOK KayHYJIcsl, MOWEN BHH3 U CTAJ1 MEAJIEHHO YAISTBCS.
- Tak Mbl go6panuch 40 TEMHOINO OTBEPCTHS B OGUIMBKE
Kopabns. S peuwrnn, YyTo 3TO JIIOK, NpaBaa, Ha HEM He OCTaBa-
JIoch HUKaKMX ceioB Kpbliky. Ho aJisi npoGouHbI oTBepcTHE
6bUTO CIIMIUKOM MpaBWabHbIM. KosibLIO MoTawuao MeHs no
CBOJYATHIM KOpPHAOpaM, OCBellasi TYCKIIO OJieCTeBLIME CTEHDI.
TsHyBlIass MeHs Briepén mnpaBasi pyka ¢ CWIOil yaapwiach o
TBEPAYIO TOBEPXHOCTb M CTala, NPOTUB MOEro XelaHus,
6uThCs 06 HEe€, MpUYMHsIsA MHe 601b. OHa CTy4aJsia 1o BHYTpEH-
HEMYy JIIOKY JaBHBIM-IaBHO MEPTBOro Kopabisi M, Ka3ajloch,
TpeboBana, 4YToObl OH OTKpbUIcS. HO B KOHLle KOHUOB, Mos
obnay€éHHas B NepyaTKy pykKa 3aMepJsia, CJIOBHO NPUMEP3HYB K
NOBEPXHOCTH, YCTOSIBLUEH TNeped Heil, a A, HU3BUBasIChb M
AEprasich, JOTSHYJICA HOraMH IO MNoJia W BCTaj, YNHMpasch B
HEro MarHMTHBIMH NMoAoLIBaMH OOTHHOK; pyKa Xe ocTaBajlach
KDPETKO TNpPYDKaTON K KPbILIKE JII0KA.

I'nasa 6

Oxa3zaBUIKCDh B 3aMKHYTOM NPOCTPAHCTBE BHYTPH Kopabng,
s1 MCTIBITHIBAJ1 TAKOE HEBEPOSTHOE OOJNIerYEHUE, YTO Ha HEKO-
Topoe BpeMsi 3a6bU1 060 BCEM, MOTOM MUMOJIETHOE OLIY1UEH HE
6e30nmacHOCTH CMEHMNOCh MOHHMAHHEM TOrO, 4YTO s Nonal B
OYepeHYIO JIOBYLIKY. Pyka no-npexseMy 6bU1a Kpenko npH-
XaTa K IBEpH, M 51 Obl1 HC B COCTOSIHUHM OTOpBaTh €€. bonee
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TOTO, OHa BCE CWIbHEE TAHY/Ia MEHS BIIEpEN, U BCKOPE BCE MOE
TeJIO pacIUIacTaIoCh MO MOBEPXHOCTH ABEPH, CJIOBHO HEBEIO-
Mas CWia cTapajiach NpOTALHTh MEHS CKBO3b HU3bEIACHHBI
THICSYEJIETHAMH MeTaJLL. Sl yXacHYJICs PH MBICJTH O TOM, YTO
MHE CYX/IeHO HaBe4YHO 3aCTpSATh B 3TOM JIIOKE.

Cusnue, UcXoauBliee OT KaMH#, MOCTENEHHO TYCKHEJO.
Ecm 651 cHO OcTaBanoCch TaKUM Xe€, KaK B KOCMOCE, TO B 3TOM
3aMKHYTOM TIDOCTPaHCTBE e€ro OJecK NpocTo ocjenuwi O6bl
MeHs. Ho kaMeHB Bc€ eé cnabo Mepuan. S spoctHo comnpo-
THUBJSUICSL €0 TsAle, MOKa He 3aMep, NpIXaBLIKUCh K JBEPH,
BBLIOMBIIMCH H3 CHJI M TIaB TyXOM.

S BHcen, B TYTIOM OlLleTIEHEHHH YCTABUBLINCH Ha CBETSILIMIA-
csl KAMEHb, IBEPb U CBOIO PYKY, OKA 10 MEHS He AOLLIO, YTO
MepLaHUe cTano 6osnee ynopsaoyeHHbIM. Tenepb OHO NOAYU-
HIOCh ONpeResiEHHOMY PHTMY — CBET 3aropajcsl M rac, c
pa3sNMYHLIMH MHTEpBAJlaMH MeXny Bemblukamu. Ckadanap
OCTaBaICS HEMPOHMLAEMBIM, HO TaM, Flie BHYTPEHHSSI CTOPO-
Ha NepyaTKy NMpIKUMaach K MOBEPXHOCTH JBEPH, pacnossa-
Jiock KpacHoBaToe IATHO. Jlaxe ckBo3b cKadaHIp A oluyluan
BCIUICCKH KOHLEHTPHPOBAHHOI 3HEPIUH.

MHe cHOBa NMpHLLUIO B FOJIOBY, YTO KaMeHb MNOJIb3yeTcs
MHOIi KaK Bellblo, A 6bU1 ero opyaueM, a He oH MOMM. buenue
cTasio 6oNne3HeHHBIM, HAaKOHCL, My4YUTEJIbHBIM, HO 1 HHUYETO
He MOT ciesIaTh, YToObI 0c1adHTDb ero. KpacHoe naTHo pa3pac-
Tanoch, Yepe3 HEKOTopoe BpeMsl NMOSABWIMCH YEPHBIE TPeLIH-
Hbl. [Io Mepe TOro Kak MOM My4YeHMS YCWIHBAIMCh, ABEPH
Hayana noamaBaTbcs. M BcKope, BbUIETEB M3 paMbl, OHa
pa3bunach Ha MeJIKHe KycOYKH, a MeHs BTSHYJIO B obpa3oBas-
Lieecsi OTBEPCTHE.

CTeHbl KOpHIOPOB MeNbKANH Nepeao MHOM, Ka3aloch, 4YTO
KaMeHb CIELIUT HaBepCTaTh BPEMs, NOTpauyeHHoe Ha Gopbly
¢ JIIoKOM. JIBaXabl MeHA NPOHOCUIIO MHUMO NMPOGOMH B KOpIy-
ce.

Mo€ nyTeulecTBHE 3aKOHYWIOCH B OTCEKE, 3aMOJIHCHHOM
CWIy3TaMH MallMH, BO BCSIKOM ciyyae, 51 TNPUHSAI UX 3a
MalllMHbl. JTa 4YacTb KopalJisl ocTaBajlachb HETPOHYTOM, KakK
6yaTO e He KOCHYJIaCh Ta pa3pylIMTE/IbHasA CHIa, KOTopas €ro
yHuyTroxmwia. KaMeHb npomosokan TAHYTh MeHs BIepéa no
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NabUpHUHTY M3 6pycheB, IMUTHHAPOB, PEIIETYATHIX KOHCTPYK-
uMi M TpyO M NpMBEN K KOHTEeHHepy, Ha AHE KOTOpOro
BHIHEJCS JIOTOK. B JIoTKe JieXann Kakue-To 9EpHbIe KOMKH.
PBaHyBuIMCh elI€ pa3, KaMEHb paciUlacTal MOI0 PYKy IO
CMOTPOBOMY OKOULIKY KOHTE€ifHepa U BCIIBIXHYJ OCJIETIUTE/ b~
HBIM cBeToM. Yepe3 OKOLIKO ObUIO BHIHO, KAaK OOUH M3
KOMKOB cJ1abo 3a67ecten B orBeT. [IoroM kaMeHb norac, pyka
GeccbHO yrnana ¥ NOBMCJIA BAOJB TYJIOBHILA MEPTBEIM Ipy-
30M. A 6bUI OIMH B TEMHOM 4peBe JaBHBIM-NaBHO 6polLIeHHO-
ro xopabns.

CorHyBIUHCh, 1 OBUHYJICSI BHepén M TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK
SILTYK, B KOTOPOM ITyTelleCTBOBaJI MOM CITYyTHHK, YAApWI MEHS
no 6enpy. 51 He 3Haj1, CKOJILKO BO34yXa OCTaBajloch B OaJUIOHE
Moero ckagaHipa, HO Bpsii I €ro MOIJIO XBaTHUTb HaJoJIro.
OyeBHIHO, KAMEHb NPHBEN MeHs K rHbenu. IIpaBna, MHe He
NpUAETCSA BEYHO KPYXWTBCS B IyCTOTE, HO 3aTO s HaBceraa
OCTaHYCh B 3TOi rpOOHH1IE U3 pPa3pyLIEHHOTO B3pLIBOM METaJl-
na.

¥ npencraBureneii Moero Buaa ¢ JPeBHUX BPeMEH COXpa
HWICSI CTPax Nepejl TEMHOTOM M TeM, YTO MOXET B HEi TAMTHCS.
Sl nonHsAN NIEBYIO PYKY M HECKOJIBKO pa3 6e3 BCAKOIo pe3yiib-
TaTa HalaBWI Ha KHOTIKY, PACTio/IOXEHHYIO Ha Mosice, HAKOHEL]
BCIILIXHY/ Y3KU# JIY4MK CBETa M BbIXBAaTWI U3 TEMHOTbI KOH-
TeiiHep ¢ KOMOYKaMM, KOTOpble KOraa-To, BepOSITHO, ObUIM
KaMHSIMM, NO CHJIe He YCTYTiaBLUMMM TOMY, YTO ObUI BCTaB/IEH
B MOE KoJbLIO. Y MeHsl HE OCTaBaJIoCh HUKAKMX 1LUAHCOB Ha
crnaceHue, Bpsijl JIM s1 CMOT Obl OTBICKATDb KalOTY, B KOTOPOIi €111
coxpaHsuicsi Bo3ayX. Ho Henb3s Xe NpocTo CTOATh M XIaTb,
MnoKa yayluibe NPUKOHYHT MeHs!

[IpaBas pyka no-npexHeMy He neicTBoBana. [IpunoaHsas
e¢ NeBOH DYKOil M 3aKpenuB DEMHSMH MONepEK Ipyau, s
coBceM ObU10 cobpancs BhIOPOCUTD ALMK ¢ MEPTBLIM cyllec-
TBOM, HO, B3IJISHYB Ha €ro ILIOTHO CXaBlleecsl TeNbLiE,
3aMeTHJI K CBOeMY BeJIMyaifliie My H3YMJIEHHIO, YTO OHO NOBEp-
HYJIO TOJIOBY, IOTOM B TEMHOTe O/iecHY U ero rna3a. UTak, oHo
TOXeE YLieJiesIo BO BpeMsl IyTEUIECTBUSA K MOKMHYTOMY Kopab6-
Jo!

bnaronaps MarHMTHBIM noao1IBAM GOTHHOK S MOT IBMIaTh-
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¢4 1o nany6e, KoTopas H3-3a MeUIEHHOTO BpallleHHsI Kopaoiis
MpEeBPAlNaiach TO B MOJI, TO B MOTOJNOK. B KOHIle KOHLIOB, s
OTCTErHYJ IOAOLUBLI U CTal Nepe]BUIaThCA, HEIULIICh PyKOH
3a CKOOBI.

Tenepp Ha Bcex KopabsisiX YCTaHABJIMBAIOT CilacaTe/lbHbIe
LIUTIONKHM, OOOpYNOBaHHLIC TIEJICHraTOPHBIM YCTPOICTBOM,
MO3BGJSIOIINM OOHapyXUBaTh Onirkaiiliee HebecHoe TesO
FUIaHETAPHOTO THINAa M HANpaBUTh UUTIONKY K HEMy; NpaBAa,
Bcera CYLIECTBYeT BO3MOXHOCTD TOIO, YTO JIIOAH, YLieJie BLIHE
npHu Katactpode, OKaXyTcsl BO BpaXIeOHOM /sl 4yejloBeKa
Mupe. Bo3MoxHo, Ha 3TOM Kopabiie coxpaHWIOCh ogo6Hoe
yCTpOICTBO, 0becreynBaBliee 6€30MacHOCTh KOMaHIbl U Nac-
caxupoB. Bapyr MHe ynacTcs HaiiTH ero, XoTsl, ckopee BCero,
MM BOCIOJIb30BAIMCH NMOKUHYBLIKME KOpabib WICHB SKUNaxa.
M Bcé xe y MeHs nmosiBWiIach cnabag Haaexna.

IIpeacraBuTenssM Moero BHAa CBOWCTBEHHO 6opoThcs 3a
XH3Hb 10 NocJieAHero. 3ToT BpOXAEHHBINH HHCTHHKT 3acTaB-
JISLT MEHSI MIOTH Briepén.

S 3akmoywi, 9TO0 KaMEHb NMPUTAIIWI MEHA B MallHHHOE
otaeneHue Kopabna. Ta cuna, koTopas mpobyamwna ero K
XU3HHU B OTKPBITOM KOCMOCE M JeHCTBOBasla KaK HaBojsliee
YCTPOWCTBO, NPUTSAHYJIA €r0 NPSIMO K KOHTEHHepY ¢ obyTiieH-
HBIMH KCMOYKaMHM, KOTOphble HEKOraa NpUBOAWIH Kopabib B
IBIDXEHHE.

BbiOpaBLIKCH M3 MALIMHHOTO OTHAEJIEHMS, S MOAYMaJl, YTO
Ha cracaTeJbHbIX LUTIONIKAaX MOTJIM COXPAaHUTLCS ApyTHe HC-
TOYHHKM 3Hepruu. Eciu npeamnonoXurh, YTO IUIAHHMPOBKA
Kopabns B LieJIOM NMOBTOpsUIa IUVIAHMPOBKY TeX Kopabisei, Ha
KOTOPBbIX MHE NPUXOLMIOCHh ObIBaTh, TO LIUTIONKHU CJIEAOBANIO
HMCKaTh HECKOJILKMMM NMaJly0aMu BbIllle, BO3Jle NMacCaXHUPCKHUX
KaIoT.

S He HawEn HM OOHOM JIECTHUUDI, TOJBKO KOJIOALEI,
KOTOpbIE Npope3ain Kopab;ib cBepXy BHU3. BbLio sicHO, 4TO OH
NnpeaHa3Havyasics JJis CYLIECTB COBEPLIEHHO HHOIO THIA, YeM
5. Y OCHOBaHMs BTOpPOro KOJIOALA s HA MIHOBEHHE 3aMep.
Kopabnb MeaneHHo noBopayuBaics. MoxHo 6bU10 NPOIUILITh
M0 KOJIOAlly, HO, OCBETHUB €ro ()oHapMKOM, S1 He Hall€s onop
LISl pYK; 3QJIET€Th B HEIO ¥ NOTOM BO/NTaThCsA TaM COBEPLUCHHO
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6ecrioMOUIHBIM... Sl TIPUCTETHYJl MarHUTHBIE IIOAOLUBbLI H
MolIEN TO CTeHaM, KOTOpble BpalllaJIuCh TakK, YTO Y MeHs
CHOBa, KakK BO BpeMs 00JIE3HH, 3aKpyXWiach rojiosa.

Ha cnenylouneii nanybe pacnosnaraiuch KaloTel, IBEpH 6071b-
IIMHCTBA M3 HUX ObUTH OTKPBITHL. S 3arisHyn B oaHy. BHyTpu
BHCEJIH TIOJIKM, KOTOpPBIE BIIOJIHE MOIJIM CITY>XMTh B KauyecTBe
KOeK, NnpaBlia, OHU ObUIM OYEeHb KOPOTKUMH M LIHPOKUMH, H
TaKMMH OJWHAKOBBIMHM Ha BHI, 4YTO, NTOX0OXE, 30eCh NIOMeLlIa-
JINCh WICHbl 9KUMaxXa.

A nonHsuica Ha creaylolinii ypoBeHb. KaloTsl 3mech ObuTH
6onrie, a non nokpeiBan KoBép. MoHapUK OCBETWI sIpKoe
MSTHO Ha CTeHe, BLIXBATHB U3 TEMHOTHI KAPTUHY WIH ¢pecKy:
CTpaHHbIE U3JIOMaHHble GUTYPHI, IPEAMETHI, OYEPTAaHHS, KO-
TOPBIX MO I/1a3 He MOT YJIOBHUTb, KPacKH, KOTOpbIE NPHYHHS-
au 6ons. [Taccaxupckas nany6a. I'me-To 3aech HODKHEI OLITH
JIIOKM CIacaTeJIbHBIX LLTIONOK.

Broonb cTeHKH Kopraopa MelJIEHHO IUIbUIO KaKoe-TO TeJo.
MHe nokasajioch, YTO OHO ceHdYac HAJIETUT Ha MEHS, U A C
OTBpallleHHEM OTTOJIKHYJI €ro, crapasicb HE CMOTpDETb B Ty
CTOpPOHY. JTO ObLI MaccaXup WIH WIEH 3KUIaXa, He YCIeB-
LMt 1o6eXaTh 0 criacaTesIbHO# LUuTIonKu. OT Moero npMKoc-
HOBEHHS OH, TepeBePHYBLUMCD, TOJIETEN NMPOYb.

A yxe noyTH NoTepsUl HaaeXny, HO TyT, HAKOHell, YBHIE
NepBbIi NOPT U 3aIVIAHYJ Yepe3 Hero B nycToii oTcek. Cnaca-
TENbHOM UUTIONKM He GbUIO: 3HaYUT, KOMY-TO U3 MaccaXHpoB
yaanoch qobpaTbcsi 10 He€ XHUBBIM M CIIaCTHCh BO BpeMsl TOTO
JaBHero KpyuieHusi. XoTs NopT ObUT IYCT, I BOCTIPSUT IYXOM.

Crpenka MHOMKATOpa Ha Oa/lJloHe ¢ BO3AYXOM BIUIOTHYIO
npubausmnach K KpacHOM oTMeTKe. S B3MIsAHY/N Ha HEE U TYT
Xe OoTBepHyics. Jlydille He 3HaTh, KaK O1M30K KoHel. [Jaxe
€CY MHe yOacTCs HaWTH TNPHUIOAHYI0O K MCNOJIb30BAHHIO
crnacaTe/IbHYI0 LUTIONKY W 3allyCTUTb €€, CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH
NpoinéT, npexne YeM s JOCTUIHY KaKOW-HHUOyIb IUIAHCTHI?
Ecnu, ecnm u ewé pas ecam...

BHe3anHo n€xaBlias mnonepéK IpyaH OHeMeBllass pyka
NEpHynachb M TIOTSHYJa 3a yaepXuBalouMe €€ peMHH. S
nocMorpen BHu3. KaMeHb cHoBa cusn. Bo3aMoxHo, OH pearu-
pOBaj Ha HAUTWYHE YCTPOHCTBA, NOAOOHOIO TOMY, YTO 51 HALUEN
B MalllMHHOM OTHCJICHHH.
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IlonBA3aHHYI0 PyKYy NMoAEpruBajlo, npapiaa, He HacTONbKO
CHIbHO, 4YTOOBI NCpeBsI3b NOPBasiach, HO AOCTATOYHO CHIBHO
IJig TOro, 4ToOBbI s1 MOHsUI, Kyma uarv. [lo mopore MHe
MOTAJIUCH €llIE ABe ITyCThic KAIOThl. 3aTeM pyKa pe3KO pBaHy-
Jachk, BbicBoGoAMIach, NMOBEepHyJlach Bced cBoell MEPTBOM
TSDKECTBIO M yKAazaja Ha CTCHY, OKa3aBLUYIOCSI BCJIEACTBUE
BpallleHHus Kopabns y MeHs noj Horamu. TaM BuaHencs ewé
OIWH JIIOK, KOTOpBIM SBHO BEN B OTCEK, Il€ HAXOAWIACh
cnacatenbHast uumonka. Ho oH 6bu1 3akpeiT! Bo3moxHo,
HUKTO HE cyMes AoOpaTbesl 10 HEro.

W cHOBa MO mepyaTKa YCTpeMWIach K IBEPH U NPUIBO3-
IWia MeHs K Hell, a KaMeHb BCIBIXHYJ IpKUM cBeToM. Ho Ha
3TOT pa3 OH He ycIieJl Mpoxeyb €€ HacKBo3b. [IBeph oToLWIa B
CTOPOHY, M S YBHIEJ YMUIMHEHHBIM CWIY3T cracaTesibHOM
uunionku. [IpaBasi pyka ynana BHM3, 1 IOATSAHYJICSI C IOMOLIBIO
JICBO# M pBaHY/ KpbILIKY JiloKa uumionku. OHa noananach, M s
BBAJIWICS BHYTPb, SLIMK C CYLIECTBOM yTiaj BCJlel 3a MHOM.

BHyTpH Bc€ O6bUIO 03apeHO MepLAIOLIIUM CBETOM, MCXOAUB-
LIIMM HE TOJIBKO OT KaMHsl, HO M OT NaHeJIM B HOCOBOM YacTH
LIUTIONKH; BUCENIM IUIETEHBIE JIIOIbKY, NpeAHa3HaYeHHbIE UL
accaXupoB, 0lHa ObLIa T2K 6JIM3KO OT MEHS, YTO MHE Y1aJIoCh
3a He€ YXBaTUTbCHA. TYT s NOYYBCTBOBAJ YCWIMBAIOLIYIOCS
BUOpalUIO. YCTPONCTBO, MPUBOAsALIEE CllacaTeIbHYIO LUTION-
KY BIBHXEHHUE, Y1ieJIeNio, ero MOLITHOCTH XBaTUJIO, 1O KpaiiHei
Mepe, YTOObl OCBOOOOUTL €€ OT OIOp, YASPXHUBAIOLIUX €€ BO
YypeBe MaTEPHMHCKOTO Kopabiisi. Mbl BbUIETENIH C TAKOM CWIOH,
YTO 5 yNal IUIaLMs ¥ Ha MTHOBEHHUE NMOTEPSUI COZHAHHE.

— Boa3nyxa...

S nogHsan 3aTyMaHeHHbIH B3op. MoHapHK Bcé elué ropen,
€ro CBET NaJiajl Ha U30THYTYIO CTEHY U, OTPaXasicCh, CACTUI MHE
rna3a. BHe3anHo s1 3aMeTHn, 4TO AbILTY CYAOPOXHO U Npepbl-
BUCTO, BpcMEHAMH NOKauUIMBasl. Bo3ayx, KOTOpbIM 5 nbITalICS
HamnoJIHHTb JIETKMe, MMeJ CTPaHHBIA 3amax M pasapaxan
HO3ApU. A Ha MOEM IUIcye YCTPOWICS MNYLIMCTBIM 3BEpéEK,
ycaTasi MOpjoYKa ThIKajach MHE B JIMLIO, @ TEMHbIE TJIa3KH-
OYCMHKM NPUCTAILHO CMOTPE/IM Ha MeHs.

— Bo3nyx,.. — nporoBopun s coHHo. 31o Bcé Gonblue
HanoMHHalNo NMPHUYYMIIMBBII HOYHOI KowMap. Takue Jsoruy-
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Hble, HO BeCbMa HENpaBIONONOOHbBIE KOLIMAaphl, BEPOSTHO,
CHSITCS1 1OBOMBHO peaKo. OgHaKo Torna MHe 6bUIO JOCTAaTOYHO
TOTO, YTO 51 JIeXY B raMaKe Y XaJAHO ObILUIY 3TUM HENPHSITHBIM
BO3IYXOM.

Crnerka noBepHYB TroJIOBY, sl 6pOCHII B3IJIsLI Ha NpHOOPHYIO
N6CKY. MHOro4ucieHHble OrOHbKM, 3aMeJibKaBlIHe Ha Heid,
KOraa s BBaJIWICA B LUIIONKY, MOraciM, M Tenepb ropei
TOJILKO TPH JIAMNOYKH: 6eno-XEnrasi, B LIEHTPe M HEMHOIO
MOBbILLE IPYTUX — KpacHasl, M Npu3pavyHo-rosny6as. f B3rms-
Hy:1 Ha pyky. Ilon 3aTyMaHeHHOI1 MOBEPXHOCTLIO KAMHS e1lé
MepLan cnabblif 0TONECK, IAOHb cierka MOKaJbIBalo.

Hy 4To X, s1 BCE elll€ X1B U NOKUHYJI MEPTBBII Kopabib Ha
crniacaTeJIbHOM UUTIONKE, Y MEHSI €CTb BO3AYyX, MM MOXHO
[OblIaTh, NMycTh JaXe 3TO He COBCCM TOT BO3JyX, KOTOPOro
XKaxayT MoH nérkue. OueBHIHO, KOraa sl oKa3ajics B Karcye,
€€ NpeBHHII MEeXaHHM3M NPHILEN B AeiCTBHE.

Ecnn Mbl B3sU1H Kypc Ha 61MKai1iy1o IUIaHEeTy, TO KaK AOJIro
HaM NpUAETca nobupartbesl 00 He€? YmacTcs JIM HaM coBep-
LIMTh MATKY10 nocanky? S Mory abiiiaTh, HO MHE HYXHa Boja
u nuiia. Ha 6opty nosmxeH ObITh HEMPUKOCHOBEHHbIH 3amnac.
A BIPYT OH HCIOPTWICA 3a cronavko Jetr? Kpome Toro,
HEM3BECTHO, NPHUIOIEH JIH OH AJA YeJloBeKa.

A oTcTernyn 3ybaMH 3a>kKUM Ha JIeBOIl nepyartke, coapai e€
¢ cebs1 M BbICBOGOAW PYKY. 3aTeM OLyTiaJl CBOE CHapsDKEHMeE.
Moii ckadaHap NpeaHa3HayaIcsa He TOJILKO AJIs1 MEJIKUX paboT
B KOCMOCE, HO W 117151 BbIeaJKH Ha TU1aHETHI, B HEM JOJDKEH ObIThb
H3. Cnepsa g HaTKHyNCA NajibLiaMH HAa KAKWE-TO HHCTPYMEH-
Tbl, 3aT€M HaLyTIJl TepMETHYECKH 3areyaTaHHbli nakeT. MHe
NMOHaA00WI0Ch HECKOILKO MHHYT, YTOObI BCKPLITH €TO0.

o cux nop s He YyBCTBOBAJ rojiofa, TCIephb Xe OH Tep3a
MeHsl. 5] He MOr HM cecTb, HH aXe NOAHSATb TOJIOBY, IO3TOMY
noaHCEc HaiaeHHYI0 TyOy K I71a3aM M IpHodoapHics IpH BUIE
3HAKOMOIi MapKMpOBKW. MrHoBeHMe YUUIO Ha TO, 4TOOBI
CXBaTHUTb KOHEL TYObl 3yOaMu M OTKYCHTD €0, 3aTeM MONYXHA-
KOe colepXHMMoe 3aloJIHWIO MOH POT, H 51 Hayal XaaHo
rnorath ero. S yXe NoYTH pacripaBuscs € ITHM HCOXHIAAHHBIM
nonapkoM, Koraa noyyBCTBOBaJl, KaK YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCh MOEi
OO6HaXXKEHHOM 1IeH, U BCIIOMHMWI, YTO A HE OJIMH.

71



A c TpynoM 3actaBWiI ceOs 3aXaTh OTBEPCTHE B TyOe H
NMOAHECTH €€ K MOpIOYKe ITylIHcToro cyiecrsa. Ero ocrpeie
3yOKM BUETTWIKCh B 000JICYKY C HE MEHbLIEH XaIHOCTBIO, YEM
MOH; Sl MELJIEHHO CXHMMAaJI TyOY, @ OHO M30 BCEX CIWI COCaJIo,
MPIKMMAasICh KO MHE CBOMM KpPOLIEYHBIM TEJIbLIEM.

B Melouke Ha nosce ObUIO €1€ TpH TaKux Tyowl. S 3Hau,
YTO KaXasl COAEPXUT 3aMac KLU Ha eHb, a €CJIH YX COBCEM
Tyro npuIércs, e€ MOXHQ PacTAHYTh Ha ABa. YeThipe OHI...
Bo3MoxHO0, HaM yaacTcs npoaepXarbes Bce BoceMb. Hu oquH
YyeJIoBeK B 3APaBOM paccyiake He Molu€n O6bl Ha TaKoil pHCK,
ecau 6b1 eMy NpeNoCTaBWIM cBOGOAY BhIGOpa.

A nonexasn CNoOKOHHO M TNOYYBCTBOBaJ cebGi HEMHOIO
oxpenuuM. HajiuTyio CBHHLIOM TpaByl0 PyKy Hadajo cjerka
MOKAJIBIBATh, HO KaMEHb TYT ObUI HU NPH YEM, IPOCTO CTAIIO
BOCCTAaHaBIMBaTbCA KPOoBooOpallieHHe. 3aTeM pPyKy cBejo 60-
JIe3HEHHO cynoporoii. S 3acTaBui ce6s nolleBeIMTL Najiblia-
MM B INepyaTkKe, HECKOJIbKO pa3 INOOHSUI M ONyCTHI DPYKY,
CTHCHYB 3yObl OT 601, KOTOPYIO NPUYHHSUIM MHE 3TH yTpax-
HEHH.

Yepes HeKOoTOpoe BpeMs DyKa CHOBa Ciymlanach MEHH,
CJIOBHO M He OBbUIO BCeil 3TOif MCTOpPHH C KaMHeM. S cen u
omsaencs BOKpyr. B uumonke 6bU10 1I€eCTh TAaMakKoB, MO TPH
Yy KaXIoi CTeHKH, U A JIeXal B KpaliHeM cripaBa. Bce oHH
pacnoiarajich Ha HEKOTOPOM DacCTOSIHUHM OT IpHOGOpHOI
JOCKH, TaK 4TO IO He€ HeJb3sl 6LUI0 NOTAHYThCA U3 raMaka. Tak
Xe OLUIM YCTPOEHBI M T€ ClacaTelIbHble LUTIONKH, KOTOphle
MHE JOBOAWIOCH BHAETb paHbllle. B HMX MMEJHCH JIEHTHI C
3aMHCHIO Kypca; paHEHOMY I0CTaTOYHO ObUIO TOJIEKO A06paTh-
csl 10 He€ — JabHe1Iero y4acTis Ye1oBeKa He TpeGoBaJoCh.

Kax u Te xoitku, yTo s BUAEN Ha Kopabne, raMaky IBHO He
npeaHa3sHaYaIUCh I YenoBeyeckoro Tena. fa M Bo3ayx, mo
CHX NOp pa3apaxaBLIMHA MO# HOC U JIETKHE, KOHEYHO, OTJ/IH-
YaJicsl IO COCTaBY OT HOPMAJILHOTO. Y MEHS MEJIbKHYJIa MBICJIb,
YTO B HEM MOTYT COAEPXaThbCsl NOBUThIE BELIECTBA, KOTOPLIE
CO BpEMEHEM NPUKOHYAT MEH$, HO TYT YX 5 BCE paBHO HHYETO
HE MOT clieNaTh.

Ha creHe 1 3aMeTHn JMHHUH, 0GO3HayaBLIME, KaK MHeE
NnoKa3ajoch, KOHTyphl 1iKadcB. BoaMoxHo, TaM Ao cHX nop
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JIEXUT 3arnac MHpomoBoNLCTBHA. S Bc€ ew€é Haxoawics B
MOJyIpEMOTHOM cocTOSIHMM. I[lpaBma, cuibl BepHYIHCH KO
MHe, HO Y MEHS NO-TpeXHeMy ObUIO TaKoe olIylleHHue, OyaTo
A Habmogal 3a MPOUCXOASILIUM CO CTOPOHBI U BCE 3TO MEHS
COBEpIIEHHO He KacaeTcs. Kak-To pa3 s moaHsin pyky H
nocMoTpe Ha He€. ITon nepyarkoii rpybas Kopka, HOKpbIBaB-
1as lueJylialgydecs CTPYTbsA, OoOpa3oBaBLIMECST Ha MecTe
¢HoJNEeTOBBIX BOJIABIPEH, yKe MOJHOCTBIO cie3a. HoBast koxa
ObL1a OnecTalied U pO30OBOIA.

IIymmcroe TenbLe LIEBENbHYNIOCHh, U I CHOBA NOYYBCTBO-
BaJI, KAK XECTKHE BOJIOCHHKM LIapallHY/IM MOIO lIelo. 3aTteM
MO CIYTHHK CIIOJI3 IO MHE BHM3 M, BBITAHYB BHEpEN Nany-
PYKY, TIONbITAICS 3alENMHThCS 32 CETKY COCEJHEro ramaka.
PaccTosiHne ObUIO CIMIIKOM BEJMKO, B KOHILIE KOHLIOB, OH
BLEMWICS KOITSIMM 3aJHHKX JIall B TKAaHb Moero ckadaHupa M,
PBaHYBIIKCD BIlepél, 3alienwics 3a Kpaii ceTKH. OH NpOBOPHO
HM30THYJICSI, YXBAaTWICSA TOKpeIlye U IEepernpbIrHyJ Ha HOBOe
MecTo. Bocnosib30BaBUIMCE raMakoM B KayecTBe JIECTHHULIbI,
OH XHBO J00paJICs 1O OGHOTO U3 0603HAYEHHBIX KA YUKOB;
OINMPAsCh JIEBOH NepeaHeil U oOeMMM 3aAHUMHM JlanmaMu o6
PacKaYMBaOLIMICA raMakK, OH OLIYTIal MaJIECHbKUMH CEPbIMU
NaJbYUKaMHU NMoBepXHOCTh luKada. He 3Haio, Haxan oH Ha
KHOIIKY WIM CABUHYJ 3all€NIKy, HO ABeplia pacnaxHyJjach, na
TaK pe3Ko, YTO eMY NPHLUIOCh IPUTHYThCS, YTOOBI HE YapUTh-
cs. Ha nonke 6bUtH 3aKpervieHb! ABe TPYOKH. OHM OTOANEHHO
HanoOMHHAJIM J1a3ephbl, U A MOAYMaJ, YTO, OYEBHIHO, 3TO —
OpyXWe WIM cracaTesibHble HHCTpYMeHTbl. OCTaBMB JBeplly
OTKPBITOH, CY1IeCTBO METOOUYHO TNepedpasloch K ClIeayiolei.
A Habmiogan 3a HUM C HEKOTOPOI# TPEBOTOiA.

To, 4To g pa3roBapHBajl C HUM, HE MELIAI0 MHE CYHMTATh
CBOETOo CITyTHMKA XHUBOTHBIM. bes Bcsikoro coMHeHMs, OH ObLl
OTNprICKOM BanbKupum, XoTs Nno-npexHeMy OCTaBaJoCh He-
TIOHATHBIM, KTO €ro oTell. S ¥ paHbllIe CIbILIA O XUBOTHBIX-
MYTaHTaX, CIOCOOHBIX 061aThe ¢ moabMu. Ho Teneps crano
SICHO: KeM 6bl HH ObLIO 3TO CY1LIECTBO, OHO ropa3fio yMHeEE, YeM
s peulun BHayase.

— KT0 TBI TaK0#1? — CIIpOCHII 4 €10, H MOJ IOJIOC NPO3BYyYaJl
B MaJIeHbKOH KalOTe CIMIIKOM I'POMKO.
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Bo3MoXHO c/le1oBajio CIIPOCHTD:

— Yo THI TaKOE?

OH 3aMep ¢ BLITAHYTOH JIanKoH M, H30THYB IUTHHHYIO LI€IO,
B3ITISIHY/1 Ha MeHA. TyT TOJIbKO MHE NPHIUIO B TOJIOBY, YTO
KOraa g OYHYJCS OT MPUTOKA BO3lyXa, HA MHE yXe He ObUIo
nuieMa. S onpeaen€HHO He CHUMaJl €ro, 10 TOTro KaK IoTepsil
CO3HaHHe, 3HAYMT...

— Hr.

OnHO eIMHCTBEHHOE C/IOBO C HEMPHBLIYHBIM 3BYKOM, €CJIH
TOJILKO B NPOHU3HECEHHOM MBICJIEHHO CJIOBE MOXHO BbLIEIIHUTD
3BYKM.

— WUTt, — noeropun g Bcayx. — Urto Thl HMeellb B BUay? Tol
— W1, xak 1 — Mbapnok dxopH, win Ur, Kak 1 — yesoBek?

— 51 — U, 21 caM, 1, — OH He YAOCYXWICS OTBETUTb Ha MO
BOIIPOC, AaXe €CJH U MOHsUI, O YEM S €ro CpalliuBalo.

— A — Hrt, BepHYyBLIHIiCS.

— Bepnysumiica? Kak? Ortkyna?

OH onycTwicad B raMakK, KOTOpPBIH TaK CWIbHO 3aKavasics
nol ero JNErKUM TeJIbLIEM, YTO €My NPHLUIOCH BLETHTLCSA B
CETKY, YTOOLI HE yIacTh.

— BepHyBLUHIiCA B TeN0, — NMPOMU3HEC OH, KAK HEYTO CaMoO
coboit pazymewoluececa. — JKHUBOTHOe a0 MHE Teslo, APYToe,
HO BIOJIHE CHOCHOe. XOTs, BO3MOXHO, €ro U He Mellaso 6l
HECKOJIbKO U3McHUTh. Ho, NpH cOOTBETCTBYIOLIEM NHTAHHH,
3TO M TaK NMPOMU30MHIET, KOraa HACTYTIUT BpeMd.

— 3HayuT, THl ONMH H3 aGOPUIeHOB, OIMH M3 TEX, KOrO MBI
He CMOIJIH HalTH, U 6n1aroaaps ToMy, Yyto Banbkupus nporno-
TWIA TO 3€pHO, Thl... — B Moeil ronose BO3HHMKanM caMble
HCBEPOSITHBIE NPEATIONOXEHHS.

— Tot Mup He 6bU1 MOUM TOMOM, — OTBeTHJ UIT TaK pesko,
CJIOBHO ObU1 OOMXXEH 3THM MNipeAnoaoXeHueM. — TaM He 6110
TOro, YTo MorJjo 6l cienath Teno ang Ura. [Npuuwiocs xnats,
noxa He OTKpbUlach ABEPb, NMOKa He BO3HMKIA NMoOAXoaAlias
obonoyka. To MrexonuTalouee ¢ Kopabisg HMeNO BCE, YTO MHE
6bL10 HYXKHO, NIO3TOMY OHO 3aMETHJIO 36 PHO H NIPHHSLIO B ce65
TO, M3 4Yero cHoBa MOT poauTbes MT.

— Poautbes cHoBa — HO Kak?

— W3 aHabuo3a, — OH Hayan NposIBIATh pa3apaXeHHe, —
Hns Hac ceifyac ropasno BaxHee BbDKHTb.
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— Bexonur, a HyxeH Tebe? — M Haye, 3aueM OH 3aCTaBWI
MeHs 6exaTb ¢ «Bectpuca», a 3aTeM crniac B LIUTIONKE, CTALUMUB
1wIeM ¢ GecuyyBCTBEHHOI rojioBrI? MoxXeT ObIThb, 1 eMy BCE-
TaKH! HyXeH?

— Jla, MBI HYXHBI OpyT npyry. PasHbie ¢dopmbl XHM3HH,
o0beUHASACh, MHOTAA MOTYT OOCTH4Yb OOJblUEro, 4eM IO
OTHeNbHOCTH, — 3aMeTii MT. — S nony4yui teno, y kotoporo
€CTb CBOU NMpeHMYylllecTBa, HO Y Hero HeT TOM CHIbI M poCTa,
KoTopble ecTb ¥ Tebs1. C Apyroii CTOpOHBI, TO, YTO AAHO MHE,
MOXET NNOMOYb Tebe B 6opnbe 3a XKHU3HbD.

— A 3TO COIPYXECTBO — Yy HEro ecTb KaKasg-HUOynb Lcib
B Oynyuiem?

— 310 ew€ npeaAcTouT y3Hath. [loka HaM Hajo AyMaThb O
TOM, KaK BbDKHUTb, BOT YTO ceifdyac BaxKHee BCETo.

— Tut npas. Yto TH Milelb?

— Eny v nuth€, npeaHa3HavaBLINECS 1151 IOAKpPEIUICHHS
TeX, KOMY NpUAETCS BOCIMOJIb30BATLCA 3TUM MAlICHLKMM KO-
pabnéM, Thl Xe caM MNpeAMNoJIOXWI, YTO OHH, BEPOSTHO,
XpaHSTCS HMEHHO 3/€ECh.

— Jla, ecnu OHM HMKyJa He HEeJTNCh H He pacChillaich B
npax, 1 €CIM Mbl CMOXEM BOCIIOJIL30BaTLCH MMH 6Oe3 pUcKa
oTpaBUThcsl. — OmHaKoO 51 NMPUMOAHSUICS B raMake M cTaj
CleAuTh 3a TeM, KaK MT OTKpBIBAeT Janoi cieaylolmi
wKadyukK.

B HEM ObLIM IBe KAHMCTPHLI, 3aKpeIUIEHHBIE NPOTUBOYAAp-
HbIMH peMHsIMU. W xoTa WT BCcTynmMa ¢ HUMM B YIIOPDHYIO
60pbOYy, €My He yaaJoch JOCTaTh HY oaHYy U3 HuUX. Hori MeHs
He JepXaJii, HO s BCE Xe OOTaluWIcsa A0 COCeJIHEro raMaka H
YXMTPWJICS COpBaTh OMMKaiLIyI0O KaHHUCTPY C KPIOYKOB, Ha
KOTOpPBIX OHa BHCea.

OHna cyxanach KBepxy. S 3axan €€ MeXny KOJIEHAMHU U NpH
MOMOLWH OJHOIO M3 MHCTPYMEHTOB, BUCEBLUHX Yy MEHA Ha
nosice, OTKpbL1 e€. BHYTpH IUleCHYNach XUAKOCTD. S npuHio-
XaJicA: IPY MBICIH O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXHO, MHE TMOBE3JI0 H 3TO
— BOJa, Y MEHs CHOBa MEpPecoxJo Bo pTy. B momyxuaxom
naiike H3 conepxanace Bnara, Ho €& 6bL10 HEIOCTATOYHO AJiA
TOTO, YTOObI YTOJIHTb XaXKIY.

3anax ObL1 pe3KMM, HO He NPOTHBHbIM. DTO MOXET GBITH
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NMUTHE, TOIUTHBO, BCE 4TO YrogHo. CHOBAa PHCK, CKOJIBKO YXKe
pa3 s, Wi Mbl, PHCKOBAJIM C TeX Nop, KaK NMOKUHYIH «BecT-
puC».

— Kak Tbl cuHuTaelib, 3T0 MUTHE WIH TOIUTMBO? — CIIPOCHI
g HTa, nepxXa KaHUCTPY Tak, YTOObI OH, OHa WIH OHO MOIJIO
B CBOIO o4yepelb MOHIOXATh €€.

— [IuThE, — nocnenoBan ero peUIUTEIbHbIH OTBET.

— OrKyna Tl 3TO 3Haelp?

— Heyxenu Tl gymMaewb, S roBopio TakK TOABKO MOTOMY,
yTo MHe 3Toro Xxoyerca? Her. Moé€ Teno crnoco6Ho caMo
onpeneysSTh SIIOBHTHIE BELECTBA. DTO — MOJNE3HO, BhINEH M
caM ybenuuibCs.

OH oTaan npuka3aHHe BJACTHBIM TOHOM, M s 3a6bL1, YTO
OHO MCXOIMIO OT KPOLIEYHOIO, NMOKPHITOTO HIEPCThIO CyLec-
TBa HEM3BECTHOTO BHAA. Sl NMOAHEC TOpJBILIKO K ry6aM M
Habpan NMonMHbIA pOT XMAKOCTH, TAKOH KHMCJIOH, YTO eaBa He
OMPOKUHYJ KaHUCTPY. BUHO 3TO BelllecTBO HE HAOMHHAIO,
HO U BOOI1, 6e3yc10BHO, He 6bU10. OMHAaKO, KOTraa s’ HEBOJIbLHO
NMPOIJIOTHI €ro, s NMOYyBCTBOBaJI Ipoxjany B ropje, U BO PTy
CTa’s10 CBEXO, CJIOBHO g XJ1€6HYN M3 XOJIOAHOTO py4ba.  oTrimn
elé U nepenan KoHucTpy M1y, npunepxuBas e€, nmoka oH He
Hanwicsi. Utak, y Hac 6bL1a Heobxoaumas HaM Bnara. C enoii
Xe HaM He noBe3no. B cocenHeM 1kadyuke Mbl HalUTH
3acox1iue XECTKHe 6pUKeThl po3oBaroro LBerta. UT 3asBui,
YTO OHH s1NOBUTHI. Ec/in 3TO ¥ GbLT HENMPUKOCHOBEHH I 3amac,
COXpaHHBLUMWICA Ha LIUTIONKE, TO OH NMpedHa3Hayalucad He ons
Hac.

UT 06HapyXnn HECKONBKO CTPAHHBIX Ha BUA MHCTPYMEH-
TOB U ell€ ONHH Habop OopyXus; BOT M BCE, €C/IU HE CYHUTATh
SILLIMKA, CTOSIBLIETO B NOCNcAHEM LIKadyuKe, CBEpXY Ha HEM
6bL10 Heckonbko UMdepb1aTOB, 2 U3 OTBEPCTHMIl Ha 3adHel
CTeHKe BbIOBHUIAIMCH OBA CTEPXKHS, NPH 3TOM MeXAy HHUMH
MOSIBSLIOCh TOHKOE MOJIOTHO, KOTOpPOe, pacTAruBasch, npe-
BpallaJoch B MNEHKY. Sl pelius, 4TO 3TO CPEeACTBO CBA3H,
npenHa3HayaBlleecs M TOTo, YTOObI NMoaaTe CUrHan Gencrt-
BHS, KaK TOJIBKO cracaTe/bHas LIUTIONKA COBEPLUUT MOCAIKY.
Ho Te, kTo or ero ycabiiarh, JaBHO HCYE3IH M3 3TOMN YacTH
lanakTuxu.
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Korna npencraBHTe M MOero BHaa Ha4ajli OcBauBaTh Koc-
MOC, BBISICHWJIOCH, YTO OHH HC MEPBLIMHU BBILUIM Ha 3BE3AHbIE
noporu. [Ipyrue pachkl TOXE HYTELICCTBOBAJIM B KOCMOCE, MX
MMIIEPDHHU M KOH(benepaluuu, COCTOSBLINE U3 MHOTHX MHMPOB,
JIOCTHIJIM pacliBeTa H NPHULUIY B yNIaA0K 3aJ0JIr0 10 TOro, KaK
MEI OCBOMJIM OTOHBb U KOJIECO, Hay4YWINCh JOObIBaTh METAJLIBI,
M3rOTOBWIM IUTYT U Me4. BpeMsi oT BpeMeHH Mbl 0OHapyXUBa-
€M HX cJielbl U BelEM OXHBIEHHYIO TOPTOBIIO Halile HHbIMHU
NpH 3TOM [PEeBHOCTAMHU. 3aKaTaHe, €CJM i He olIubaloch,
cobpasy apXxeoJIorHyeckue HaxoAKH, CBUAETEIbCTBYIOLIUE O
CYLLIECTBOBaHHH, IO KpaltHeH Mepe, TPEX TaKHUX UMIIEPHIi WIH
COI030B, MCYE3HYBUIMX 3aJ0JII0 A0 TOro, KaK Mbl BIIEpBble
NMOSIBWINCH B KOCMOCE; a 3aKaTaHe — caMblil APEBHUIi Hapo[
M3 T€X, O KOM Mbl Y3HQIM M3 NEPBBbIX PYK: UX IMHUCbMEHHBIM
MCTOYHHMKAM yXe 0ojiee ABYX MIWUIMOHOB IUIAaHETapHbIX JeT!
OHM CYLIECTBYIOT OYEHb AOJIO M INpeBblllle BCEro LIEHST
3HaAHHUSI.

Ecnu MBI Mo cyacT/MIMBOM cNy4yaiiHOCTH NpU3EeMIHMMCS Ha
o6uTaeMoii IUIaHeTe, TO AaXe 3Ty ClacaTeJbHYl0 UUTIONKY
MOXHO OymeT nmpoiaTb TaK BbITOJHO, YTO S CMOTY HayaTb
TOPTOBJIO AparoueHHocTIMU. Ho Ha 3To 51 maxe He Hagescs.
A 611 ¢ paoCTbIO COTIaCWICS NMPU3EMIIUTLCS TIe YTOLHO, JIULUb
611 TaM ObLUTH BO34YX, MPUIOAHBIN 1151 AbIXaHHs, a TaKKe Boaa
M IUla B KOJUYECTBaX, NOCTATOYHBIX WISl MOANEpPXaHUsA
XHM3HU.

Ha cnacarenbsHoili wutionke He 6bU10 XpoHOoMeTpa. A cnai,
Wt Toxe. EnM MBI 04eHb 3KOHOMHO, M TOJILKO TOTAA, KOTIa He
MoOIIM GoJibllle TPOTUBUTLCS NOTPEOHOCTH OpraHu3Ma, v Iuin
XHUOKOCTb, JOCTABLIYIOCS HaM OT MCYE3HYBLUEro skunaxa. f
MHOTAA mNbITajlcsl NMOroBopHTh ¢ HMTOM, HO OH cBepHysCcs
KITyOOYKOM M ympsiMO Moiyain. Sl ToBopio «OH», MOTOMY YTO
NPUBLIK AyMaTh O HEM, KaK O CYLUECTBE MYXCKOro noJja.
IMpaBna, oH HM pa3y He NMOATBEPAN MOETO NMPEANONIOXKEHHS,
HO 3aTO M He NBITAICS €TI0 ONPOBEPIHYThD.

Y Hac ocTaBajioch BCEro MoATyObl ¢ enoi, Koraa Genas
JJaMIIo4yKa Ha np{a6opnoﬁ [OCKe, CBETUBLIASICS TAK POBHO, YTO
s nepecta’n obpalliaTh Ha He€ BHUMaHHeE, BCTBIXHY/IA XCIThHIM
CBETOM M pasjajicd curHan tpeBoru. S obpamoBaics (Win
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ucnyraica?), pellluB, YTO Mbl HAKOHELl-TO MIAEM Ha IOCAZKy.
OTKHMHYBUIKCH B raMaKe U NpiKaB K ce6e WTa, 1 mogymain, uro
3TO JApeBHEEe CYNHO C HMCTOLUEHHBIMH 3aracaMM 3HEeprHy
BITOJIHE MOXET pa3OHTLCA NMPH NMPU3EeMICHHH.

I'naea 7

IIpu Bxonme B aTMocdepy MbI NOTYIUIH TAKOH yIap, YTO Ha
HEKOTOpoe BpeMs MOTepsyiv co3HaHMe. Korna s cHoBa npu-
€N B cebs, BUOpaLMsa NpexpaTuwiach, Ho Kopabib packadu-
BJICA OT MOMX HEYBEPEHHBIX IOBIDKEHUI TaK, CJIIOBHO MbI
3anMyTaJIMCh B OrPOMHBIX CETAX, a HEe CeJIM Ha TBEPAYIO NMoBep-
XxHocTb. IIpukpenus uvieM K ckadaHApy, s 3ameTwi, yto Ut
Ha BCSAKHH CJTy4ai 3aJe3 B CBOH SHIIUK. 3aTEM s OCTOPOXHO
TPOMNO3 K JIIOKY, IPUYEM OT MOMX IBHKEHHI cniacaTe/bHYIO
1ILTIONKY 6pocaio U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY CAMbIM HENPUATHBIM
obpa3oM.

H3HYyTpH TIOK 3amypasicsi HECJIOXHBIM YCTPOHCTBOM, pac-
CYHMTAHHLIM Ha TO, YTO 4YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY YAAJIOCh CTIACTHCh,
MOXeT ObITb cepb€3HO paHeH. Ho Koraa st mormnsirancs OTKpbITh
€ero, MeExaHM3M 3aejlo, a B le/b NMOMOJ3NMHU CTPYHKHU 6esoro
abiMa. A 6oposics ¢ yrpsIMbIM METALIOM O TeX Nop, NokKa He
CMOT TpPOTHCHYTbCSl Yepe3 oOpa3oBaBlleecsl OTBepcTHe Oe3
pHCKa IOpBaTh CBOH NparoueHHbIi ckadaHap.

CHapyX¥y MeHs OXBaTIJIH KIyObl TUIOTHOrO aAbiMa. S omsi-
Jencs B mouckax omnopsl. CnacaTenbHas LLUTIONKa Hayasnia
CKOJIB3UTL B CTOPOHY, W 51 MOHSJI, YTO Y MeHs Gonblie HeT
BpeMeHH Ha pa3MbIlvieHHsA. Kak ToJIbKO OHa pe3Ko HaKJIOHH-
Jlach, s NIPBITHY/I TpPSIMO B KIYObl AbiMa M YTrOoAWI Ha Kydy
M3MSITOI M ropsilie JIMCTBbI, CKPLITOM 32 3TOM 3aBECOMN.

OO6/10MOK BETKM TOJILIIMHOIT B PYKY C OCTPbIM, KaK KOTBE,
KOHILIOM eJiBa He TPONOpOJ MecHS HackKBo3b. Sl cXBaTWICA 3a
Hero o6eMMH pykaMM W CEKYHIY BUCEJ, CYAOPOXHO NbITasCh
HaWTH HOTAMM XOTb KaKylo-HUOynb onopy. Ho cyk cornyics
noJl MOeH TSLKECTLIO, U 51, TIoMasi BETKU, PYXHYJ1 BHH3 U 3aCTps
Ha caMOii TOJICTON M3 HUX, 3alleNHBLIHCH IIOSICOM 33 MOKPHI-
TbIM MXOM cy4yoK. Henonan€xy pasnasncs cTpaluHbiii TpecK —
3TO, JOJDKHO ObITh, YNasia cnacaTefibHas LUTIONKa. S noBHC Ha
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CYKY, KOTOpBIH 3amepxajl MO€ MajcHHe, U, 3aTauB AbIXaHHE,
ocMoTpecA.

JIucTBa, OKpyXaBuiasi MeHs, ObU1a 6JeKIoro XENTo-3eié-
HOro 1LiBeTa, MECTaMH HNepeXOAMBLIETO B SPKO-XENTBIA M
IypIypHO-KpacHbIi. S cuaen Ha MOKPHITOH rpyboi Kopoit
BETKE, HACTOJIBKO LIMPOKO, YTO Ha Heil CBOOOAHO MOINIH
Pa3oiTHChL JBa YeJoBeKa, €€ ycTwial QHOJETOBbI MOX, U3
KOTOpPOIo TOpYaJi{ ajible UIMIIBI C YallleyKaMM, ITIOXOXUMH Ha
LIBETHI, KOTOPhIE OTKPBIBAJIMCH H 3aKPBIBAJIUChH B DUTME JbIXa-
HUs WM 6blollerocs cepaua.

Hano MHOI 3Us1J1 OTpPOMHBII NPOJIOM CO PBAaHBIMU KPasiMH,
04EBHIHO, OH 0Opa3oBasics NpU NageHHH cllacaTeIbHOM LUTION -
K4. Bokpyr MeHs TucTBeHHBII LWUaTEP ObLT IIOTHBIM M HEMpPO-
HHULIAEMBIM.

A noatsHyn nobmpxe AMK ¢ UToM, OH cTOST Ha 3aQHMX
Jlanax ¥ ocMaTpUBaJICs BOKPYT, OLICTPO, NMO-3MEHHOMY, ABH-
ras weeii. Paznancs yaap, KoTepslii s1 HE TOJIBKO yC/IbILIA, HO
M MOYYBCTBOBAJI, BETKA 00 MHOI1 3aKkayaiacs. S peuw, 4yro
crnacaTtesibHasd LUIIONKA JOCTMIZIA, HaKoHel, 3eMiad. [Jdaxe
TaKOMY TSDKEJIOMY KopabJ1io noTpe6oBajioch Ha 3TO HEKOTOpOe
BpeMsi, 3HAaYMUT KpOHa JepeBa pacloJjiarajach BbICOKO Haj
3eMI€EH M ObLIa JOCTAaTOYHO IUIOTHOM, 4YTOOBI BblaepXaTh
TSDKECTb NPU3EeMJIMBLIETrOCs KOpabiisi, CMATYUTh yaap U 3aaep-
XaTb OKOHYaTeJIbHOE TNajeHHue.

KnyGel AbIMa cTany ellé ryule ¥ HaABUTAIHChH OTKYyda-TO
csepxy. Eciu TaM pasropasicst oroHb, TO Tpe6oBasoch CpPOYHO
yxoautb. O60rHaTh JieCHOM T0Xap B MOEM HENOBOPOTIMBOM
ckadaHape GbUIO MPaKTHMYEeCKH HEBO3MOXHO.

S BCTaJ1 M OCTOPOXHO ABHHYJICS IO HAMPaBJI¢HUIO K CTBOJTY.
Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe 51 HagesUics Ha 3TO, TaK KakK Blepean MeHs
BeTKa Aejajach uupe U Tonaile. [JoMMMo Mxa M AbIXaTebHBIX
yalieyek 31eCh Nomnaaajiach ¥ Apyras pacTHTEIbHOCTb. Bckope
ONHO TakKoe pacTeHMe nperpagwio MHe nyTh. Hlupoxue,
MSICUCTbIE XENThIE JIUCThS, CIOXEHHbIE pO3eTKOM, 06pa30BbI-
Bany yryoOJeHHUe, B KOTOpOM cobpajiach BojJa WIM KaKasi-TO
IApyras G6ecuBeTHas XuakocTb. Haa 370l KpolueyHoit 3anpy-
Do 51 yBUAEN HaKOHeEL XMBOE CYLIECTBO.

HacexoMoe, BeTM4HHON NTPUMEPHO C MOIO JIaJIOHb, BCTIOP-
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XHYJIO, pacCKpbIB CBOM NPO3payHble KpbUILIIIKH. OHO HacTOJb-
KO CJIMBAJIOCH C JIUCTBOM, YTO S1 HE 3aMeyaJl ero, rIoka OHO He
B3JieTeNo. Jlpyroe cyilecTBO, NpsiTaBllieecss 3a JIMCTHSIMHU,
TIOHSLIO MOKPYIO MOpAY M ocKanwio 3yorl. Kak U HacekoMoe,
OHO OBUIO XOpOLIO 3aMacKHpPOBaHO, €ro TEMHasl, MOKphITas
HEpOBHBIMH HapoCTaMM IKypa KONHpoBaJjia Ipyoyio Kopy,
TIOKPHIBABLIYIO Ccy4bsl AepeBa. Cyns Mo KIIbIKaM, 3To Obulo
IUIOTOSIIHOE XXHBOTHOE, BEJIMUMHOMN NpuMepHo ¢ Banskupuio,
C IMTUHHBIMH KOHEYHOCTSMH, 3aKAHYUBAIOLIUMHUCS LIENTKUMH
KOITSIMM, SIBHO NpedHa3HAYCHHBIMU IUIA OXOThI, a He IS
Jla3aHbsl IO BETKaM JepeBa.

OHO He HCcIyTaJIoch MEHSI M BOBCE He COOMpPasIoch OTCTY-
NnaTh; OCKAJIUB 3yObl, OHO HAKJIOHWIO BHU3 YPOIJIUBYIO I'OJIOBY
M BoOpaJio €€ B IuUleyH, KaK OyaTo cOOHpanioch NMPBITHYTD.

Jnis Toro, YToGbl ABHUraThCAd BHEpPEN, MHE NMPHLLUIOCH Obl
000#iTH BOHOHOCHOE pacTeHHe. Moii conepHHK ObUT HEBEJTHK,
HO He CTOWIO ero HenooleHHBaTb. Kak MHe He XBartajo
nasepa! [lo xopabGelbHbBIM 3aKOHAM BCE OpYXHE BO BpeMs
noJsieTa XxpaHUTcH Nof 3aMKoM. KpoMe Toro, BoJibHbIe TOProB-
LIbl, KaK NpaBWIO, HMEIOT NPH ceOe TONBKO CTAaHHEPHI, BLICTpE -
JIOM U3 KOTOPOTO MOXHO OIJTYLIHTh, HO He YOUTb. A Y MEHsI He
6bUIO naxe cTaHHepa.

— He Tporaii ero, — npo3By4yasa B MOeii roJloBe KOMaHaa
HTa, — oHO ybGexwur.

U oHo pelicTBUTENbHO YOeXaslo, MCYe3Jl0 BHe3alHo, Ha-
TMOMHMB MHe MPU3paKH, co3laBaeMble NEeCYaHbIMH BOJIIEO-
HuKaMmu ¢ XaiiMaHaMaHa. 1 3aMeTw1 ML TeHb, MEJIbKHYB-
wyo Ha ¢oHe KOphl 3a pacTeHHeM, U OoJiblle HHYEro He
TOBOPHJIO O TOM, YTO €r0 yXe HeT.

51 OCTOPOXHO CTYTIWI Ha 1IMPOKHE NTUCThS. OHH IOMaNCh
noa Moci TSKECTblO, XENTbI COK, COYMBUIMHCS H3 HHX,
naykaja noaolBbl O0THHOK, JUCTbA YePHEJIM U TYT Xe Hauu-
HaJIU THUTD, pacnanasich Ha yacTd. Eulé HECKONBKO NMpo3pay-
HbIX TBapey B3JIETEJIN U C TJIECKOM OMYCTHWJIMCH BHU3 3a MOE
CIIHHOI, CBOMM NOSIBJIEHHUEM 21 pa3pyluni MHP, B KOTOPOM OHH
obuTtanu.

Ckob351 M OCTYTIasiCh, 1 OCTOPOXHO JBHIajcs 110 NMOKpPbI-
TOMH C/IM3bIO NIOBEPXHOCTH M, HAKOHELL, Nepedpacs yepes Hee.

&0



Jinuo noa uuleMoOM 6bUIO TOKPBLITO MOTOM, ABIXaHHUE CTANO
MpepBIBUCTBHIM. 3anachl BO3AyXa IMOAXOAWIM K KOHLTY, TPUAET-
¢ CHATD LIUIEM, IaXe €CIU 3TO OyJeT CTOUTh MHE XM3HH.

IIpHceB Ha KOPTOYKM, S LUEJIKHY 3aMKOM U cleJiajl BIOX,
He HCKJIoYyas TOTO, YTO B pe3yJibTaTe 3TOIo 3KCNepHMEHTa
ocTta”Hych 6e3 nérkux. Ho, xoTs Bo3ayx M Obul HachIlleH
SIOBUTHIMHM MCTIAPEHUSIMH, OH NTIOHPaBWICS MHe 6oJblile, YyeM
TOT, KOTOPbIM MHE MMPHLUIOCH AbILIATDh B ClIacaTeIbHOM HUTION-
Ke.

Co Bcex CTOPOH JOHOCWINCh pa3HOOOPa3HbIe 3BYKH: XyX-
JXaHMe HaCeKOMBIX, pe3Kye KpHKH, pa3aBaBLIKeCs B OTHajle-
HHMH ITIyXHe yaapbl, Ka3ajlochb, KTO-TO BpeMsl OT BpeMeHU 6
B OTPOMHBII 6apabaH. Crbllaics 1HeeCT U NOTpeCKMBaHHe.
S YyBCTBOBI CWIbHLI 3amax rapH, XoTs U He 3aMedaJll Cpely
XMBYILIMX Ha JepeBe CyLIeCTB HUKAKOIO ABMXEHHUSA, KOTOpoe
Jajio 6b1 BO3MOXHOCTb TPEAIOJIOXUTb, YTO 3TU obuTaTe U
MOKPBITHIX JIMCTbSIMU BBICOT CNacaloTcs OT OTHS.

3a Moeii CTMHO YBsaJIo pacTeHHEe-BOAOHOC, €ro U3MSThIe
JIMCThA pacnajajiich Ha THUIOLIHE KYCKH, BHYTPEHHHUE JieTec-
TKM WIM JIMCThS, B KOTOPBIX cOOMpasiach BoAa, paCKpbUIHCh, U
C BETKM XJILIHYJIM OypHbIe NOTOKH, YHOCS ¢ coboii M3BMBalO-
MXcAd ¥ OoTYagHHO OapaxTalollUxcsa HacekoMbix. PacreHue
NMpOAO/LKAJNIO YMHPATh M TFHHUTb, NOKA HAKOHELl OT HEro He
OCTAJIOCH JIMLIL YEPHOE MATHO, M3JaBaBliee TAKOH TOWIHOT-
BOPHbIM 3amax, YTo sl MocKopee ABUHYJICS Jalblie.

BeTka pacumpsiachk. Tenepb €€ 0OBHBaJIM JIHaHBI, IIPUXO-
JWIOCh JBUraThCsl OYE€Hb OCTOPOXHO, YTOObI HE YTOOMTDb.B
JnoBywiky. S moTten oT yaywauBoii Xapbl. CkadaHap Bcé
6onbuie Mewan MHe. KpoMme Toro, MeHsi Mydyan rosion, H,
BCIIOMMHas MHUBIIIEE W3 JIyXH CYLIECTBO, S Pa3MBILLISI O TOM,
-YRAcTCs JIM MHe ToiMaTb Kakoe-HHOyIb XXUBOTHOE.

— Ilyctv! — UIT He TpaTun cjoB NOMycTy, OQHaKO ObLIO
JIOCTAaTOYHO ICHO, YTO OH WMeeT B BUAY. [1puaepxas suuk, s
OoTKpbin ABepuy. OH nyseit BbUleTeN HAPYXY M B HEPELLIUTENb-
HOCTH 3aMep Ha BeTKe, MOKayMBas TOJIOBOHW M3 CTOPOHBI B
CTOpOHY.

— Ham HyxHa ena, — noMuutcs, T roBopwn, 6yaTo Gbl
yMeeT OTJIM4aTh CbeAobHoe OT HecbhenobHoro. bonbuie Bcero
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s1 onacajicsl TOro, YTo Ha He3HaKOMOIi IUIaHeTe NMpaKTHIeCKH
BCS NHILIA MOXET 0Ka3aThCsl HecheAOOHO IS NpHILENbLEB.
M5l coBeplLUWIH yAa4yHYyIO NOCanKy, HO Terepb, BO3MOXHO,
YMpEM C rosiolly Cpeay MNOJHOro H300WIMA NPUINOAHOM MLIA
a6opHUIreHOB MULIU.

— BoT, — BBITAHYB L€10, YTOOBI IPHAATh OcOb0e 3HaUCHHUE
cKa3zaHHOMYy, T TKHY:1 HOCOM B KaKoe-TO pacTeHue. 310 ObU1
OTPOCTOK ONHOM H3 3MeeBHAHBIX JHaH. OH moxoawi Ha
YepelloK, ¢ KOTOPOro CBUCAIH Y3KHe CIUTIOLIEHHbIE CTPYIKH.
OHHU TpsicNHCh M OPOXalH, M, Ka3aJlochb, XWIH CBoel cob-
CTBEHHO# HEMOHATHOMH XM3HbI0. 1 He moHHUMaJ, nodyeMmy MUt
BbIOpas1 [Wist eAbl HMEHHO uX. OHHU BBITJISIENIH MEHee TNpUBJe-
KATeJIbHbIMH, Y€M Ipo31b OBAIbHBIX ATOM, CIEJbIX H COYHBIX,
KOTOpble CBELIMBAIMCH C APYTOro cTeOesibKa HeMmoAanEKy oT
Hac.

S npocaeawn 3a TeM, KaK MO CITyTHHK CPBIBAET NEPEeIHU~
MM JIanIKaMU cTpy4YykKH. OH OYHMCTHI MX OT 1UEJYyXH U JocTal
HECKOJILKO MEJIKMX, JaXe CJMIIKOM MeNKHX, ¢HoneToBbIX
3€pHBILIEK, U Cbesl MX 6e3 BCIKOro YAOBOJBLCTBHS, CJIOBHO
BBLITMOJIHAA CBOM HOJT.

OH He 3a06mics B KOHBYJILCHAX, HE BNl B NpeACMEPTHOE
OlICTIEHCHHME, a [CJNIOBUTO [O€J BbUIYLIEHHblIE H3 CTpyYKa
TOPOUIMHBI, 3aTeM MOBEPHYJICA KO MHeE.

— 2T0 BrNOJIHE cbedoOHO, a 6e3 MUIIM Thl HE CMOXElIb
ABUraTLCS Aajblie.

A Bcé ew€ xonebancs. To, YTO MoJIE3HO A MOETO Harmno-
JIOBUHY YYXAOTrO CITyTHMKA, He 00s3aTeIbHO rOAUTCS B NHLLY
nns MeHs. Ho Bribopa He 6buto. Henoxanéxy pocia emé onHa
rpo3ab TPenelIyLiHX CTPY4YKOB.

A MeaneHHO cTalWwl C Majgblia KOCMMYECKOE KOJbLO,
MOJIOXWI €ro B KapMallleKk Ha mnosice ckadaHapa, OTCTETHY
NnepyaTKH H, OCTaBHB MX 0OOJITaTbCcsl BOKPYT 3alsCTHii, cTan
cobHpaTh ypoxaii.

Ha MecTte BoOnablpeii ocTaluch MOAXMBAOWIHE pPYOLbI,
pO30Bbie MATHA HOBOH KOXM SIPKO BbUICHSUINCL Ha (oOHe
KOCMHYecKoro 3arapa. B pesynnratre KoyeBoro obpasa XH3HU
MOs1 KOXa CTaja TEMHEE, YeM y TeX, KTO NTIOCTOSHHO XW1 Ha
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OOHOH IUIaHeTe, XOTs ocTaBalach OoJiee CBET/IOH, YeM Yy
acTpoHaBTOB. Sl He BUAEN CBOETO JIMLIa, HO HE COMHEBAJICA B
TOM, YTO OHO ObUIO 06€306paXeHo NOKPHIBABUIUMM €0 IST-
Hami. [1oka 3TH ngTHaA He UCYE3HYT, €CJIM OHHU BOOOLIIe Korna-
HUOYIb MCYE3HYT, BCe JTIIOAH OYAYT OT MeH 1apaxaTbes. Mue,
BO3MOXHO, IaXe MOBE3JI0, YTO MBI NTPU3EMJIWINCH HE B IOPTY,
TaM Obl Ha MEHA TOJNbKO IITHYJIM M cpa3y nocalwid Obl B
KApaHTHH Ha HeoNpeaeJEHHbII CPOK.

A oYHMCTWI FOpOWIMHEI OT LWENyxu. TBEpAbIE U IMagKHe Ha
OlIyTIb, OHU ObUIM KpyTIHee, YeM 3€pHa niueHU1bl. A nogHéc
MX K Hocy (3amax, ecJId OHM BOoOllle ero UMeJH, TepSUICS CpelH
IpYTHX apOMAaTOB), 3aCTaBIWI €65 MOJIOXHTb HECKOJIBKO LITYK
B POT U pa3XeBarTb.

Ilon MouMHM 3y6aMH OHM NPEBPATWIKUChL B CYXylO Oe3BKycC-
HYIO MyKY, KOTOPYIO {1 C TPYAOM nporioTiw. CresaB nepsblid
1Iar, s y>Xe He BHEEJ CMbIC/Ia OCTAHAB/IMBATbLCA Ha MOJITYTH.
A o6opra Bce CTPYYKH, O KOTOPBIX MHE YIaJIOCh AOTSIHYTbCS,
pa3XxeBal MX U IPOMIOTW, a Takke nan Mty Te aBe rpo3nu, Ha
KOTOpBbIE OH MHE yKa3ail.

Mb1 nosBonunu cebe caenath napy INIOTKOB XUIKOCTH M3
HaliJeHHOHN Ha Kopabne KaHUCTPhI. Sl ycrien MpUXBaTUTD €€ ¢
coboii, U oHa GonTanachk y MeHsl Ha nosice. 3To N36aBWIO Hac
OT CTpaLIHOM CYXOCTH BO PTY.

Iloxka s1 en, T B HeTepneHHM MeTaJIcst MO BeTKe, yoeras BCE
Banpllie M Janblie, OCTaHABIMBasiCh, YTOObI OMSAETbCH M
NpHUCIYLIATbCS, 3aTeM Bo3Bpaluasch Ko MHe. OH poawics
COBCEM HelaBHO, HO BEN ce0sl TaK yBEpPEHHO, CJIOBHO ObL1 yXe
BIIOJIHC B3POCJTBIM.

— MbI BBICOKO Haja 3eMIéHN, — OH BEPHYJICS Y YCTPOWICS
PAOOM cO MHOH. — XOpollo Obl CYCTUTbCS MOHIMXKE.

Bo3MoxHo, MHe ciienoBayio 661 MPUCITYILATLCH K €I0 MHe-
HHUIO, Bellb S yXe TMOJIOXWICS Ha ero MHCTUHKT NpH Bbibope
nuwm. Ho kapabkaTbecs no seTkaM B cKadaHape 6bUI0 OYeHb
HeynobHo, s 60osIcsl CNOTKHYTLCS O MeEperviETeHUs JIMaH.

CraB Ha YyeTBEpEHbKH, A TOMNOJI3 BHU3, OLUYTbLIBaA Mpo-
CTpaHCTBO nepen coboii. Bckope s nobpancs 1o Toro Mecra,
Ime nuaHb OpaaM Hayalo0 — O FHIAHTCKOro CTBOJIA AepeBa.
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KaxuM xxe orpoMHELIM OH 6bU1. MIHE KaxeTcsl, ec/ii Obl OH ObLI
NOJIBIM, BHYTPH BIIO;THE MOT Obl Pa3MECTUTLCS JOM CPEAHMX
11 AHTKOpa pa3sMcpoB, BBICOTY X€ ero MHe ObUio Jaxe He
BooOpa3uTh. Sl momnbiTasicsl NpercTaBUTh, KAaK Jajleka OT Hac
MOBEPXHOCTDb 3TOTO 3aITyllilaeMOI0 PaCTUTEIbHOCTBIO MHpa. A
BIOPYT BCS IUIAHETA NMOKpPbITa NMOJOOHBIMH AepeBbIMU?

Ecnu 6b1 He MuaHbl, 9 661 HUKOIAA He CITYCTWICS BHU3, HO
MX M3THObl, CKONB3KHE U HEHaJEXHbIe, BCE XK€ CIYXWIH MHE
onopoii. Ha Mo€M nosice Bucen MOTOK Tpoca ¢ KPIOYKOM Ha
KOHLe, MPEeANoJIarajioch, YTo € €ro NMOMOLIBIO MOXHO 3aKpe-
MUTHLCS Ha MOBEPXHOCTH KopabJigd BO BpeMsi pPEMOHTHBIX paboT;
Ha «Bectpuce» s He cyMen o6GHapyxuth ero. Temepp #
BOCITOJIb30BAJICS UM. 3alIeNMB KPIOK 3a JIMaHbl, 1 CIyCKaJICcsA Ha
IUITMHY TpOcCa, 3aTeM BbUIEPTrUBaI KPIOK M LIETUISUI €ro CHoBa. S
NpOoABHUTajIcs BHU3 C GONbLIMM TPYAOM H BCKOpE €/1Ba He najna
OT YCTAJIOCTH. YIyHUIMBasI Xapa ycyryossna MOH TPYAHOCTH.

A no6paincs no oyepegHOH pa3BWIKH. DTa BeTKa ObLia elé
TONe, YeM nepBas. S 3ane3 Ha He€, NOBOJIBHBIA TEM, YTO
611aronoiydyHo npeoaosiesl XOTb 3TO HebGoJblIOE PacCTOSTHUE.
I'yctas nucTBa MpakTHYeCKH He IpolycKaja cBeTa, M 31eCh
6bU10 TeMHO, KaK B neuepe. I nogyMai, YyTo Ha 3emiie, Nnofq
CKDBIBAIOLUIUM HeOO JIECHBIM LIATPOM, LAPHUT Be4YHasi HOYb.
Haxe ciona cBeT, OYeBHIHO, MMPOHHKaJ Yepe3 MPOEM, OCTaB-
JNIEHHBIN cracaTeJIbHOM LUTIONKOM.

Ha 3toM ypoBHe yXe He poc MOX € AbIXaTeIbHbIMH Yalley-
KaMH. BMecTo Hero nosciony BUAHEIHCH IpyObie, OKpPLIThIE
LIMTIAMH HapOCTbl, U3 KOTOPBIX CBELLIMBAIUCH BHU3 [UTHHHBIE
M TOHKHEe, KaK HUTH, YCUKM. Ha HMX BbICTynajau KaneabKu
XXKMBHMLBI HJIM TOXOXEro Ha He€ BellecTBa. OTH KalelbKH
cnabo Mepuaniu. S pewnn, 4To 3TO NPUMaHKa, NMPHUBJIEKaoLIas
XepTBy 1100 ¢ NOMO1ILIO CBeYeHHs1, TMOo 6rarogaps cBoeMy
3anaxy. B HMX 3aBsI3710 HECKOJILKO HAaceKOMbIX, BpeMeHaMH
OHH NpeANPUHUMAIIH OTYassHHbIE MONBITKM BbICBOOOAUTLCA,
M30 BCEX CHJ pacKayMBasi MOXOXHe Ha HUTOYKM YCHKH.

UT 3aMmep pssioM co MHOH, 1 YyBCTBOBA, YTO OH HENOBOJIEH
Moeii MeanuTenbHOCTbI0. EMy He Mewan ckadaHap, M OH OIHH
yXe naBHoO aobpascs 6l oo 3emnu. Teneps oH Tpe6opai,
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yTOOBI g 11€N nansine. Ho eciu oH U GosUICs 4ero-to B 3TOM
JpeBECHOM MHpe, TO He CTaJl HNEJHUThCA CO MHOH CBOMMH
onaceHUIMH. OH BEN cebsl MO OTHOWIEHHIO KO MHe, Kak
B3pOCJIbIH, BBIHYXKIEHHBII HMETH Ae/I0 C peOEHKOM, O KOTO-
POM Hago 3a00TUTbCA U 4YbE€ NPHUCYTCTBHE 3aTPYOHSET U
YCJIOXHSIET BBINTOJIHEHHE HEOTJIOXHOM 3aayu.

[IbIXTS1 M OXas1, 1 CHOBa Hayaj cirycKaTtbesl. T ckonb3Hyn
MMMO MeHsl U HcYe3 C TaKOi JIETKOCThIO, YTO A HE MOT eMy He
MO3aBUAOBaTb, MHE Xe TNPHXOAMJIOCH IOJ3TH, 3aKPEIUIATh
KPIOK, LIETUIATBCS 32 HETO, BLICBOOOXIATh €ro, CHOBa 3aKpern-
JIATh U cHoBa nmon3TH. [lo Mepe Toro Kak cryumaiach ThMa,
cTa ¢ Gonblled OCTOPOXHOCTBIO BTBIKATh KPIOK U TOAOITY
HKCKaJl Ooropy AJa pyK.

IlocTeneHHO y MeHs1 cO3AaJIOCh BrieyaTJIeHHe, YTO A Iyc-
THICS B TIyTh B NOJIEHbD, a Tenepb yXke Bedepeso. K cyacteio,
MHOTHE PacTeHHS CBETUINCD, 2 MOKPLITHIE LIMIIAMU HApPOCTBI,
COYHBLIHECS XHUBULEH, CTAHOBWIMCH BCE OoJibliie M OoJblle U
PacnpoCTpaHsUIM BOKPYT ceOsl TycKiblit cBeT. Bo3MoxHoO,
IEeCTBUTENbHO HACTyIajla HOYb.

IIpyu Mebic/iH 06 3TOM A YIBOWI CBOH yCWIHsI. MeHbllie Bcero
MHe XOTeJIOCh ObITh 3aCTUIHYTHIM TEMHOTOH Ha GECKOHEYHBIX
JleCTHHLIaX, o6pa3oBaHHLIX NepervieTeHHeM nuaH. He ocra-
HaBJIMBasICh, 1 MMHOBAJ €LUE ABe BETBH, XOTS MEHSA U TAHYJIO
OTAOXHYTb Ha HHUX, U YIPSIMO NMPOXOJIKaJl CIyCKAaThCsl BHHU3.

Ilocne ucye3HOBEHMS NMHUBLUETO M3 JIYXM CYylIeCcTBa, MHe
nomnajaaiuchk JIMWb HacekoMble. UX 31ech ObUTO mpeBenukoe
MHOXECTBO, CaMbIX Pa3HbIX — OT NOJI3aBLIMX IO JIMAaHaM H
KOpe 10 MMPHANOB KPbUIAThIX CYHIECTB. Y caMbIX KPYTHbIX U3
HHX TOXe ObUIM pamyXHble CBETOBble MATHA. X aHTEHHHI,
KPBUIbILIKH Y IpYTHE YaCcTH Tejla CBEPKAJIU IPKHUMHU KpacKaMH,
B OTJIMYHeE OT NPHU3pavHO-CEPOBAaTOro CBeTa, paclpocTpaHsie-
MOrO pacTeHMsAMH. S BHOeN HMCKpPBl KpacHOro, rojiyooro u
SIPKO-3€JIEHOTO 1lBeTa, Ka3aJloch, BOKPYT MEHsI MOpXajiH Ha
KPbUIBILIKAX KpOllleYHble AparoleHHble KAMHHU.

Crosnia yxe rinybokass HOub, KOTAa, OTYasTHHO LIETUIsAsch 32
Ipybyio xopy, 8 CIHYCTWICA ¢ MNocjiedHeill TMNeTIM JIMaHbl,
KOoTopasi ymupajnach B 36MJIIO JajIeKO B CTOPOHe OT aepeBa. A
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CIIPLITHYJI Ha MATKYI0 NOACTWIKY M3 OMNAaBlIEH JIMCTBHI M
MpoBaIWICA B He€ 1o KosieHo. TEMHas, Ge3nmyHHad H 6e33BE3-
JHasi HOYb.

— Ciona! — pasnancs 30B Kta. [ 6apaxrancs B nepertoe,
NBITasICh HALIYTIaTh HOTaMH TBEPAYIO NOYBYy. OnHaKo Tenepb
TIOBEpHYJICS B TOM HanpamlIeHHH, OTKYAa pa3fajics ero npu-
3BIB.

KopHu jinaH pacnon3ajMch B CTOPOHBI OT YyIOBHLIHOIO
CTBOJIa IepeBa, MeXIy HHMH H CTBOJIOM OCTaBaJIoch HEOOJb-
11I0€ NPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM HE POCJIM CBETSLIHECS pacTe-
HHA ¥ 6bUIO COBeplLIEHHO TeMHO. MHe 1oKa3anock, 4To Mo
CITYTHHMK HAalUEN TaM cebe yoexuiie. Onupasch Ha JIMaHBI, 5 C
TPYAOM BBHITAalllWl HOTH M3 BA3KOIO MEpPErHos M, MpPOTUCHYB-
LIMCh B 1leJIb MEXIY KOPHSMH, OKa3aJics B neuiepe. Y Hac He
OBbUIO HY CBeTa, HU OPYXMHsl, HO BCE XX€ Mbl MOIJIH YYBCTBOBaTh
cebs1 OTHOCHUTENILHO 3alUIIEHHBIMHU. SI He UMeN HU Masieiile-
TO NnpeicTaBlIeHUs O TOM, KAKHE CylllecTBa OpoasAT noa rnoso-
roM Jieca. Bcerna nydiiie 3apaHee NpeANIONOXUTD XyAllee, YeM
o6MaHBIBaTh ce0s OLIyllIe HHEM JIOXHOM 6e3onacHocTH. [1pak-
THYEeCKH BO BCEX MHpaX Ha JepeBbsIX OOMTAIOT MEJIKHE XHBOT-
Hble, a KpyTIHbIe XUBYT Ha 3eMJIE.

51 corHyincs u cen, NpyUKaBLIKHCh CITMHOM K KOPHIO AepeBa.
S pacnonoxuics TUUOM K BbIXOAY, YTOObI HH ONHO ABHXEHHE
3a 3aBecOoil KOpHeil He yTaWloCh OT Moero B3misaa. U yem
IoJbllEe 1 CUAEN B TEMHOTE, TEM Jiyyllle pa3Hyajl OKpyXalo-
LLHEe Hac NMpeaMEThI.

K mMoemy nosicy ObU1 npMKperUi€EH ¢dOHapHK, OQHAKO He
CTOWIO BKJIIOYaTh €ro 6e3 ocotoit HeobxonuMocTH. Ero ceer
BOJIHE MOI TNpHBJIeYb BHHUMaHHWE TeX TBapeil, BCTpEYH C
KOTOPbIMM 1 CTpeMWICs U36exaTb. MenbKanu HCKphI CBeTa,
OTMeyYaBll¥e NBUXEHHE KPbUIATBIX CYLUECTB. Teneppb NosiBM-
JIUCh U IpYTHE, OHH He JIETAJIH 110 BO3AYXY, a MOJI3aJIM 110 3eMJle.

Bo3ayx 3BeHen ot MHOoXecTBa 3BykoB. He ycnen s yctpo-
MTbCSl, KaK pa3jajics TIJyXOH NpepbiBUCTHIA NHCK. 3aTeM
HEMNoNaNEKy MOCHBILIANIOCh COMEHHE, KOTOPOoe TNOCTENEHHO
cnabeno, noka He yTuxJio Baanu. M3 nocneaHux cun s 6oposncs
CO CHOM, BOOOpaXXeHHE PUCOBAIO MHE IpKME KapTHHBI TOTO,
YTO NMPOH3OHIET, €C/IN 8 3aKPoIo I1a3a U He 3aMeyy BOBpeMs
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KaKylo-HHOYIb TBapb, KOTOpas ITOAMOJN3ET WIM HECJBILTHO
TIOAKpaAETCcA K HallleMy HEeHaIEXHOMY yoexmuy.

A He cmyckan nansua ¢ KHonku ¢oHapuka. BozMoxwo,
€CJIM Yy Hac He OyIeT Apyroro BbIXOAa, HaM yoacTcsl OCJIETIUTD
IEP3KOro OXOTHHKA BHE3aMHOM BCHBILIKOM CBeTa M ybexXaTb.

M1 Bckapabkajicsi Ha CBOE JIIOOHMOE MeECTO Y MEHsA Ha
wiedax. OH noTsoKesleN, JO/DKHO ObITh, poc, MPpHYEM ropasao
OBICTpee, YeM KOTEHOK WIHM AeTEHBILI JII060ro Apyroro u3sec-
THOIO MHE XMBOTHOTrO. Sl Mo4yyBCTBOBaJ, KaK ero XeEcTkas,
Moxoxasi Ha IPOBOJIOKY, LIEPCTh LiapallHyia Mo Moeii koxe. Y
MEHS OTHIOAb He BO3HHMKAJIO XEJaHUs MNOMIAAHTb €ro WIH
NpWIacKaTh.

— Kyna MbI noiiném ganpuie? — He To, YTOOBI 51 pacCYUTHI-
BaJI NIOJTYYUTDb YETKHMH OTBET Ha CBOM BONPOC, MPOCTO OO1ICHHE
C CYLIECTBOM, KOTOpO€e He ObUIO TAaKHM BpaXneOHBIM, KakK BCE,
OKpyXarolliee MeHs, AeHCTBOBAJIO YCIIOKaHBaIollle.

— Hovyblo HHKyna. 3To MecTO HMYYTb He XyXe Jioboro
ApPYTOro, — s CHOBA YJIOBHJI B €I0 CJIOBaX pa3ipaXeHHe.

— A ytpom?

— Kyna rnasa rasaar. OnHo HanpaB/leHHe HHUeM He JTydlle
apyroro. MHe kaxeTtcs, 3T0 GOMbLIONH Jiec.

— CrnacartenbHasi LUTIONKA yTiajia He Jajneko orciona. Tam
OCTaJIUCh MHCTPYMEHTbI, OPYXHE, €CJIH OHO BCE elUu€ hmeii-
CTBYeET.

— IpuaTHo cabiuats. Thl HAaYHHaewb AyMaTh. Jla, Halucii
nepBoii Lenblo bynet kopabnbs. Ho He nocnenHeii. He nymaio,
YTO Mbl MOXEM PacCUMTHIBaTb Ha MOMOLIb CracaTesei.

S c TpynoM 6oponcs co cHoM, UT ycTpouncs noynobHee Ha
MOMX IUle4aX M IPYAM, M i TNOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaK €ro LIEpCThb
KOJIbHYN1a MEeHS.

— Cnu, pa3 Tebe xodeTcs, — YJOBWI 51 €r0 OTPLIBUCTYIO
MbIC/Ib, — €CNU Thl Oyneurs niaoxo obpaiaTbcsi CO CBOMM
TEJIOM, OHO BbIHiAeT M3 NMOBHHOBEHMS. 3aBTpa YTpoM Tebe
NOHanoOMUTCs MOC/IYLIHOE TEJIO U SACHBIH YM.

— A eclM Kakoil-HUOynb HOYHOM 3Bepb, PHICKAIOUIUH IO
Jiecy, pellIMTCsl BHITALUMTDb Hac U3 3Toil Hopbl? Tapku B cBOEM
NMaHUHUpE U TO B OosblIeil 6e30NMacHOCTH.

— Korna sto cnyuures, Toraa u OyneM aymartsb, YTO eaTh.
MHe kaxeTcs, 9 YyBCTBYIO ONAaCHOCTb OCTpee, 4eM Thl. 5 yxe
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roBOPWI TeOe, YTO Y 3TOTO Tesa eCTh ONpefeEHHbIE IIPEUMY-
1LleCTBa.

— V¥ 37010 TeNna? Cxaxu MHe, YT, a KakuM HOJDKHO OBITH
TBOE€ HacTosiulee Teno?

51 He MOJYYHJ1 HUKAKOTO OTBETa, €CJIH HE CYUTATh OTBETOM
BHE3aIMHO BO3HMKIIYIO MEXAY HaMH HEMPOHUIIAEMYIO CTEHY.
S noHsA, YTO, CaM TOIO HE XeJasl, OCKOPOMI CBOETo CITYyTHUKA.
HUT, oyeBUAHO, ObUT HE CKIOHEH paccKa3blBaTb MHE O TOH
>)KM3HH, KOTOPYIO OH BEJI, 2, MOXET, ¥ HE BEJ IO TOrO MOMEHTA,
korna Banekupusa, okasaBuiMch Ha OOJIOTUCTON IUIaHeETe,
NpOrnoTWia YEPHbIH KaMEHb.

Ero noBoasl noka3anuch MHE JOCTATOYHO yOeAUTEILHBIMH,
s1 He cMory Bcé Bpemsi He cnath. Ecnn y Mita ecTb 4yBcTBO
OMNAaCHOCTH, NpUCYlilee XUBOTHLIM, HO JaBHBIM-IaBHO MPUTY-
MUBLIeecSd Y MpeACTaBUTENEH MOero BHOA, TO OH MOAHHMET
TPEBOTY paHbHIE, YEM 51 XOTb YTO-HHUOYIb YCIBILUIY HWIH YBYIKY.

IToaToMy 51 cpasncs M 3acHYJ, OTKMHYBIIMCh Ha KOpPEHb
IepeBa; Hall OKPYXaloLUIUM MEeHs1 TMKUM MUPOM MPOCTHPAJIach
rmyxass 4€pHasg HOYb. MHe HHMYero He CHWIOCh, a €CJIM M
CHWIOCH, TO, IPOCHYBUIKCb, 51 Bc€ 3a0bU1. BHe3anmHo UT BeiBEN
MEHS U3 3a0LIThA.

— ...CTIpaBa... — 0OpbIBOK MBICJIH, OCTPBIi KAK HAKOHEYHHK
KOIlbsl, pa30yaus MeHs, BOH3MBLIMCL B Mo3r. SI 3aMoprai,
MbITAsCh CTPSAXHYTb OCTaTKH CHa.

3aTeM s 3aMeTHI Tyckioe cBedeHHe. [1oka g cnian, TeMHoTa,
BEpPOSITHO, HEMHOIO paccesach.

OH crosin, cilerka HaKJIOHMBUIMCH BMepEN, HO Ha ABYX
HOrax, a He Ha YETBIPEX, Ka3aJloCh, 3TO MOJIOXEHHE OLLIO I
HEro He COBCEM INPHUBBIYHO, a MOXET ObITb, OH IPOCTO
MPHUCJYUIMBAJICS WIH C NIOAO3PEHHEM BIJISLIbIBAIICA B TEMHOTY.
OyeBUIHO, EMY y1a710Ch YJIOBUTh HENPUBLIYHBIH 3anax. OnHa-
KO ero rososa ObU1a NMOBEPHYTa B CTOPOHY OT Hac.

[Tono6Ho pa3HOLIBETHBIM HAaceKOMLIM U pAacTEHHMSAM, OH
TOXe CBeTWICS B TeMHoTe. IIpM 3TOM OH MMen BechbMa
CTpaHHbIN BUI: cepoBaThie CBETALIMECS NMATHA pacloflarajiuch
JHWIb Ha ONpefeN€HHBIX Y4acTKaX Tesia, He MOKpbIBas €ro
LeTHKOM. DBornbllioe Kpyryioe NMATHO CBETHIOCH Y HEro Ha
MaKylkKe, a HUXe, TaM, II€ Y YeJJoBeKa HaxoAsaTcsa 6pOBH, Ha
TEMHOM JIMLE BBUIEJISUIMCH IBa OBAJIbHBIX MATHA NMOMEHBIIIE.
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Bnonb HapyXHOMH CTOPOHBI BEPXHHUX U HIDKHUX KOHEYHOCTEH
LIUTH TIOJIOCHI CBETA, M €L€ TPU Kpyra, Harogobue Toro, 4ro
BEH4YaJl ero roJIOBY, pacioaraiuch o NpsMoii BAOJIb TYJIOBU-
a. KpoMe Toro, MHe ynajioch pasmisiieTh, 4YTO €10 KOHEYHOC-
TU Fopa3fo TOJIlle, YeM IOJIOCHI CBeTa Ha HUX, a OKpYyIJloe
TYJIOBHILE CJIETKA PAcUIMpPsUIOCh B IUI€4ESBOM YacTH.

OH oTom€n HEMHOTO B CTOPOHY, H S 3aMETHJI B €10 pyKax
nogobue AyoMHku. OH pe3KO B3MaXHyJ €10, M S yCJbIluall
OTBpPATUTEJIbHBIN I'yJKUH 3BYK, O3Ha4yaBUIMii, YTO yaap IpH-
LIENACS NPSIMO MO HaMe4YeHHOM XepTBe. OXOTHHMK BBITAHYI
IJIMHHYIO PYKY M noao0pan oOMSKIIYIO TYLIKY, 3aTeM TMoBep-
HYJICS M, IepXa B ONHOIi pyKe NIyOMHKY, a B APYToit yOMTOE UM
XHBOTHOE, HCYe3 B 3apOCJISIX JIMAH C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO, YTO
HaMoOMHWI MHE MHUBLIYIO U3 JIYXH TBaphb.

BesycnoBHO, 310 GbUTO y2Xe He XHUBOTHOe. Ho 1 He uMen HU
MaJleillero npeacTaBleHUsl O TOM, KaK AajleKO OH YLIEN B
CBOEM Pa3BHUTHH OT CAMBIX IPUMHTHBHBIX Cyl1ecTB. PocToM oH
OBUT C BLICOKOIO YeJIOBEKa, €CJIM He BbILIE.

— MB&1 30ech He oIHM, — 3aMETWJI S ¥ MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK
Ut 6ecnnokoifHO B3APOTHYII.

— CaMbIM pa3yMHBIM 6bUIO OBl OTTIPABHTBLCH Ha NMOMCKH
cnacaTte/IbHOM UTIONKH, — OTBETHJI OH, — €CJIM TONIBKO OHa
He coBceM pa3bura. JIeHb HayuHaeTcs.

OnycTHBLIMCH Ha KOJIEHH, YTOOBI BBIOpATBhCS M3 HALLIETO
BPEMEHHOTO YOeXHllia, 1 3ayMalicsl 0 TOM, B KAKOM HanpaB-
JIeHUU HaM IBHUrathcs. SI He uMen o6 3TOM HU Maleifllero
npeacrasieHus. Ecnu UT He cyMeeT BhIBECTH Hac K LIUTIONKE,
MBI MOXEM NPONTH B ABYX LIarax OT He€ ¥ HUYETO He 3aMETHUTb.
MHe 10BOAMNIOCH CIIBILIATE O TOM, YTO, NTONAB B HE3HAKOMYIO
MECTHOCTbD, JIIOAH, Y KOTOPBIX HET KOMIIaca WM NMPOBOJHHUKA,
HA4YMHAIOT XOAUTh OECKOHEYHBIMU KPYTaMH.

I'naea 8

— T'ne ol npeanaraews HckaTh Kopabnb? — obpaTuics g
K Ury.

Jlaxe He CIPOCHUB MOETO COTJIaCHs CIYXKUTb €MY CPEACTBOM
TEPEABIKEHUS, OH CBEpHYJCS BOKpYT Moeii wweu. bbulo
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RJIAXHO H XapKo, TSDKENbIH ckadaHIp OTTATHBAI IUVIEYH, a TYT
ewm€ takag oby3a xak HUT.

OH noxayajsi roJIoBOi M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO
BLIHIOXMBasA Kyaa HaM HATH. CBepXy NOCTOSSHHO Karajo. Bo
MpaKe Jjieca BC€ BpeMd 1IEN JOXIb, BepHee ocelana CKOHLEH-
TPHPOBABLUASICS HAaBepXy Biara.

BHu3y He 6bUIO moiiecka M pOCJIM TOJILKO PAcTeHMUSI-
Napa3uThl, ITYCTHBLIME KOPHH Ha CTBCJaX A€PSBbEeB M CTEOAX
JIHaH; OHH, OYEBHIHO, HE HYXIAJIHCh B COTHEYHOM CBETE H B
6GOJIbIIMHCTBE CBOEM CaMH TYCKJIO MEpLAIH.

Mexny nepeBbsIMH He ObUIO BUIHO HU €IHHOIO NMPOCBETA.
I'MraHTcKue CTBOJIBI CTOSUIH JOBOJIBHO aJIEKO APYT OT OpYyTa,
6osibLIME M CHIIbHBIE NPOKJIANLIBAIM cebe JOpory K CONHUY H
cBeTy, cnabbple yMHpanH. Bce OHH cIyXWIH onopoil s
KpYXeBa JIHaH, KOTOpble, pa3BETBIASICh H TNepeIvieTasch,
co3aaBajid 3aITyTaHHble TaOMPHHTEHL.

[lon TeM nepeBOM, rae BOOPYXEHHBIH NYOMHKONH OXOTHHMK
MPHKOHYWI CBOIO XEPTBY, Mbl OOHapyXWIH NPOTONTAHHYIO
IOPOXKYy, BO3MOXHO, 3BepUHYI0 Tpoiry. Kak xoTejloch ABH-
HYTLCS 11O IPOTOPEHHOMY TIYTH, HO 3TO 6BLIO OMAacHo.

— Hanpaso! — TonoBa HMTta KayHynach B YKa3aHHOM
HalnpapJeHHH.

— Ortkyna Tbl 3Haelwb?

— 3anax! — pe3Ko oTBeTHN OH. — ['apb, ropsuuii MeTaswLl.
¥ 3Toro Tena ecTh, Mo KpaitHei Mepe, HEKOTOPbIE JOCTOMHCT-
Ba. CBepHHU HaNpaBo M CTyTail OCTOPOXHO.

— Kak nony4yurcs, — B cBoio o4yepeab oTpe3an g. He tak-
TO JIETKO ObLIO HIATH MO TOJACTOMY CJIOIO NeperHos, obpazoBas-
LIEeMYCSl U3 OTaBLUHX TUCTbe B. MarHUTHbIE NOAOLIBLI GOTHHOK
NPOBAIMBATHCH Ha KaXIOM luary, H § ¢ TPYAOM BbITaCKMBasl
HMX TO M3 ChIMyYero rnecka, To M3 Bs3kod rps3u. CkacdaHop
COBEPLIEHHO He MNOAXOAMA A NoNODHOTO NyTeluecTBHS,
OIHAaKO 51 He paccTaBalicsl ¢ HHM, IOTOMY 4YTO OH [aBaj MHe
YyBCTBO 6€30MacHOCTH.

W1, Kak Bceraa, okasancsa npaB. OGOTrHYB aBa OMyTaHHbLIX
JIMaHaMH¥ FHTAHTCKHMX CTBOJIa, Mbl YBHAEJIM BliepeaH MPOCBET
Han HuM ellé AbIMHANCD IEeHHBbIE KIYObl ObIMa, HO MPOMM-
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TaHHasA BJIAroi pacTUTEJIbHOCTh ObUIa HACTOJILKO COYHOM, YTO
Toxap, BbI3BaHHLII NaJeHUEM criacaTe/IbHOM HUTIONKH, NMOTYX
oyt cpasy. Kopabip ynapwics o 3eMII0 HOCOBOI YacThio M
60pTOM H IITyOOKO 3apbUICs B IEPETHOH, B H3MSTON METa/UIH-
YeCcKOM OOLUMBKE 3USUIM DPBAHEIE JbIPHI.

Apko okpallieHHble HaceKOMble CHOBAaJIM B 06pa3oBaBllIEeM-
Cs NpU ero najeHuH NpocBeTe, U3pefKa CIYCKAasCh BHHU3,
YTOOBI NOJIAKOMHUTLCS COKOM, COYMBLUIMMCS H3 NMOJOMaHHBIX
BeToK. [1pH BUIE YeTBEPOHOTOro HCCJIEROBATENS, 3aTI0/I3LIETO
Ha pa30uTBIi Kopmyc Kopabiyisgd, OHM pe3KO BCIOpPXHYJIH B
Bo3ayX. TOJBKO Temnepb, KOTAa ONMAaCHOCTh YX€ MHHOBaJIA, S
MOHSU1, YTO Mbl OBUTH Ha BOJIOCOK OT I'MOEHU. A BAPYT Mbl He
ycresiH 661 BhIOpaThes M3 LIUTIONKH O TOT0, KaK OHa COpBaIach
BHU3 C BepXyliku nepesa? A ¢ TpynoM nepenes yepe3 BajlsiB-
1IHecsi BOKpYT Kopab:is 06;10MKku. T COCKOYIUT Ha 3eMJIIO H,
B JIBa NpbIKKa NOOpaBIIMCh OO LM, Nobexan BIojib 60pTOB
LIUTIONKH.

— Jo j1ioxa HaM He 106paThesi, — HOJIOXWI OH, — HO 3[I€Ch
€CTb NpOJIOM, NpaBAa, CAWIIKOM MaJICHbKHI A5 TeOs.

— Ho BrionHe nocraToyHblii 115 Te6s1. — EiBa He Hanopos-
LIKUCh Ha OCTPBIE OOJIOMKU BETOK, 51 CABHHY/ HX B CTOPOHY H
CTYIIWJI HA CJIOW YIJIeH, M3-NOA HOT NOAHSUIMCh CTPYHKH
BOHIOYErO JbIMa.

A 3ameTun, kak UT HblpHyn B nposioM. B6nusu uumonka
BBLIFJIsLZE]IA Y)KaCHO, OYEBUAHO, BHYTPH BCE ObUIO M3IOMaHO H
HCKOPEXEHO, Tyla BCE paBHO He CMOT Obl Mpoje3Th HUKTO
KpYITHEee MYTaHTa.

— BepéBky, — pa3nanach MbICJIeHHass KOMaHIa MOEro
CIyTHUKa, — Opoch MHE BEpEBKY.

Crynas no TAeOWHM 06J10MKaM, 1 nogobpancs nobamxe K
MpOJIOMY M CIIYCTHJ BHH3 MOTOK TpOCa C KPIOYKOM Ha KOHUE,
KOTOPLIM NONbL30BasICs NpH cryckKe ¢ Aepesa. OH N€pHYICs noa
TSKECTbIO NMPUKPETUIEHHOTO K HEMY IpYy3a, sl CTajl MEAJIEHHO
TAHYTb €ro BBEpPX, BepEéBKa Moa€pruBanach, Kak oyaro Ut
NpHUAEPXUBaJl BUCEBUINH Ha Hel rpy3. [lepBbIM, npuknangoM
Briepén, NMOSIBWICA NpeaMET, KOTOpbIH HalloMHHal opyxue. 5
HETEpIIEIMBO CXBaTHJl €r0 M cpa3y Xe NMOYyBCTBOBaJ ceds B

91



Gonblueii 6ezonacHocTH. IIpuKiIan ObUT HeymOGHBIM — 3TO
YCTPOICTBO SIBHO HE€ IMpeqHa3Hayaloch I 4YejoBeka. B
OTJIMYHE OT CTAaHHEpa WIH Jla3epa, OHO IIPHBOAWIOCH B ACHCT-
BMe He C NMOMOLIbIO KHOIKH, a HeOOJIbLINM pBIYaXKOM, OO0
KOTOPOTO 1 C TPYAOM J0ocTaBaj NnaibleM. S ycTaHOBWI MHHH-
MaJIbHYIO JaJbHOCTb, HaLlEJIWI €r0 Ha CJIOMaHHYIO BETKYy H
HaXaJl pblYaskoK.

Bo3Hukna c;1abasi BCIBILIKA, KAK OYATO MUTHYN CBeT, M
6onbiue HHYero. O4YeBHIHO, 3TO OPYXHE MOTEPSUIO YOOHHYIO
cwiy. MBI MOIJIM MCNIOJIB30BATh €70 JIMLIbL B KA4eCTBE NPUYYA-
JuBOH AYOHHKHU. S coobuumwt 06 atom UTy.

HuyeM He BbIpa3sMB CBOEINO pa3o4yapoBaHHs, OH CHOBa
CKpbUIcsi B Kopabiie, a 1 6pocwn eMy BepE€BKy. Bckope y Hac
HaOpanach Lenag rpyaa pa3HooOpasHOro oGopynoBaHHA, B
TOM YHCJIE €1l€ OlHA KAHHUCTpa C XHIKOCTBIO, 3aTeM OCTpOE,
Kak OpuTBa, opyaue IJIMHOM MpUMEPHO B GYT; UM, 10 KpaiiHe i
Mepe, Mo-TpeXHeMY MOXHO ObUIO MOJIb30BaThCS, B 3TOM S
ybenwics, cpe3aB UM AJ1si MpoObl HecKobKO 1unoB. [Tocnen-
HUM Mbl OOCTAJIH PYIOH TKAHHM; B CJIOXEHHOM BHAE OHa
3aHMMaJla O4eHb MaJlo MecTa, a pa3BOpaYMBasCh, IpeBpalla-
Jlach B LIMPOKOE MOJIOTHHULLE, KOTOpPOe, CYAs MO BceMy, He
MPOITYyCKaJIo BQY.

Ha cnoMaHHbBIX BeTKax s1 HalI€N ell€é HEMHOIO CTPYYKOB,
BBUTYLIMJI U3 HUX CEMEHa M HamNOoJIHWI HMH IYCTYIO KAaHUCTPY.

He nmMeno cMbiciia TepaTh BpeMsl Bo3se pa3buroro Kopabis.
Bbyanb 310 coBpeMeHHas1 crniacaTresibHas LIUTIOTNKA, Mbl MOT/IH Obl
nomaTh CHrHaa OGeJCTBUS M, OCTaBasiCh MOGJIHU30CTH, XNATh
MOMOLLIM, TIpaBAa, JaXe B 3TOM cJiyyae Y Hac MMEJIOCh Obl
BeCbMa MaJio LIAaHCOB Ha CIlaceHHMe, CKopee BCEro, Hac BCE
paBHO 6bI He HaUUTH. Ho Mbl He MUTAIH WUTIO3UH OTHOCHTENb-
HO Haulero Oyayuuero.

— Kyna noigéM? — cnpocun s, cBepHYB TKaHb TaK, YTOObL!
€€ MOXHO ObUIO TMpMBS3aTh K noscy, a npo cebsa nobasun:
«3a4eM?»

Wt cHoBa Bckapabkascst Ha rpyay o6nomMkoB. OH BepTen
TOJIOBOM, pa3lyBasl HO3APH, CJIOBHO INbITAJICH YJIOBUTb KaKOM-
HHMOYNb 3anax, KOTOpbIH yKa3as Obl eMy HallpaBJI€HHE IBUXE-
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Husg. YTo KacaeTcsi MeHsl, TO S He HauIén Obl Hopory B 3TOif
OUKO# raywiy. Mpl Morsiu OBl BCIO XH3Hb OTy>KOaTh BO Mpake
rnoJ AepeBbsIMU Oe3 BCAKOW HaaeXxAbl BbIOpaThCsS U3 Jieca.

— Boaa, — yNOBMI 51 €10 MBIC/b, — peKa WM o3epo. Ecim
Obl HaM y#aioch HaliTH YTO-HUOYIOb B 3TOM pofe.

Pexa, oHa noBen€r Hac, HO Bompoc B ToM, Kyna? U roe
MUCKaTb peKy?

BHe3anHoO MeHsl OCeHMIIO:

— 3BepHHas Tpona!

KuBoTHBIE, CMOCOOHBIE OCTaBHTb TAKOM CJIel B CJIoe Nepe-
THOSI, KOHEYHO Xe, HyXnawTcs B Boae. [IpoTtopeHHas Tpomna
HeHn36eXHO BBIBEIET HAC K peKe.

HT nobexan ya3zan K pa36UTOil XBOCTOBOM YacTH LUTIONKH.

— XopouIo npuayMaHo, — NMPLITHYB, OH NPU3eMJIMJICS MHE
Ha IUIeYyM, eiBa He cOMB MeHs1 ¢ Hor. — HaneBo, HeT e1u€ neBee,
— OH YKa3bIBaJl JOpOry NepegHei nankoif. TponuHka, Ha
KOTOPYIO Mb! BBILUIM, KpyTO 3abHupaia BIEBO.

Koraa npoceer ocrazicsa nosanm, st obepHyncsa. UT ceoum
TEJIOM 3aropaXKMBaJl TPOIy, HO BCE Xe g 3aMETHJI, YTO 3a MHOM
TSHETCA OTYETIHUBLIN cien. JloctaToyHo ObLUIO MMETH I1a3a,
YTOOBI BBICJIEAUTb HAac. A KaK HacYET OXOTHMKA C NyOMHKOI?
Mbl cTaHeM U1l Hero JIErKoii Ko6bIvei, eCM NMpHUBIeYEHHBIH
NI06OMBITCTBOM OH NPUIET B3IVIAHYTh Ha IMPOJIOM B JIECHOM
maTpe.

— Bcero He npeaycMmoTtpHiub. HaM ocTaércsd TonbKO GbITh
HayekKy, — oTBeTWw1 UT.

H oH aelicTBuTENbHO GBUT HayeKy, BepTeNCs BO Bce CTOPO-
Hbl, YeM CHJIbHO 3aTPydHSUt MOE MpoaBHXeHHe Brnepén. OH
Ob171 BecbMa TSXKENBIM, U 8 6osinca octynutbesi. C NOMOLIBIO
IIMHHOIO HOXa, HalIEeHHOTO Ha criacaTeJIbHOW LUIIONKe, 5
npopy6an JOpory B OKpy>XaBLUHMX MTOXapHIIE 3apOCIIsiX, 3aTeM
Mbl CHOBAa OKa3aJIUCh B CyMpPayHOM Jiecy.

MBI neTnsnyM N3 cTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, 00X04s NeperieTeHUs
auaH. § 6l cpasy 3abnyawica, Ho WUT, noxoxe, 3Han, Kyna
uATH. BpeMeHaMH OH TNpPHUHIOXMBAJICA, NOTOM 3aJaBajl MHE
HanpasjleHHe, M TaK O TexX Mop, NMoKa s He HaTKHYJICS Ha
YETKHeE clieabl, 0003HaYaBUIMe 3BepHHYI0 Tpony. Elo nons3o-
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BAJIMCH TAK YaCTO, YTO MOBEPXHOCTH TPOILI JIeXana Ha JaOHb
HIDKe oKpyxaiouleii e€ nouBbl. Ha Heil 6pu11 BUAHBI OTTIEYAT-
KH{ He TO Jian, HE TO KOIBIT, ¥ ApYyTHe, Gosiee 9eM CTpaHHbIE
cienbl, NepeKpbIBaBlIME APYT OpyTa.

Bckope MBI BBILIUIH Ha NMPOTaIMHY, 06pa3soBaBUIYIOCS NPH
naneHuH aepesa. PyxHyB Ha 3eMJT1I0 HECKOJIBKO MeCSLIEB TOMY
Ha3aJl, OHO YBJIEKJIO 3a cO00if MOJIOAY10 ITOPOC]ib, NPEAOCTAaBUB
MECTO KYCTAapHHKY, KOTOpBIi poC Terepb HacCTOJNLKO OyiHO,
YTO NMOKPBIBaJ BCIO NMPOTAJMHY I'YCTHIM KOBpoM. Cpeain KycToB
BHIOHEJHUCH NMOXOXME Ha LIBEThI paCTEHUA C LIMPOKHUMH Jierec-
TKAMHM M DIyOOKMM 3eBoM. 51 3aMeTmi, KaK IUIMHHBIN YCHK,
NPOTAHYBIIMICA OT 3TOro pa3BepcTOro 3e¢Ba, BLENWICSA B
MaJleHbKOE KphUIaTO€ CYLIEeCTBO, NIPUCEBLIEE Ha JIENECTOK, U
yTallliW1 CBOIO OKa3bIBalOLLYyl0 CONPOTUBJICHHE XEPTBY B IOJI-
OCTb Mexay JemnecTkamu. JlenecTkH ObUIH SPKO-XENTOro
LBETa C SIIOBUTO-3eJIEHLIMH TIOJIOCKAMHM, a BCE pacTeHHUE
M3[aBAJI0 TaKOH TOLUHOTBOPHBIM 3anax, YTO MHE IPHIIUIOCH
OTBEPHYThLCA.

TponuHKa He nepecekaja NporajiMHy, a orubana e€ mno
NepUMETPY, ONKCHIBast IIOYTH MOJIHbIA KPYT, TAK YTO Mbl CHOBa
yIIyOWINCh B Jlec HENOAAIEKY OT TOIMo MecCTa, Iie BbILLIHA U3
Hero. Kak pa3 nepen TeM, Kak CHOBa BOWTH NOJA CyMpauHbIi
HIaTEp, 51 MPUTOTOBWICS CPYOUTb MELUABLIYIO MHE JIMAHY, HO
3aMep, YBUAEB OCTaBJICHHLIN psIOM C TPOIMHKON creqn,
NOATBEPXIABLUMI MOE NPenrnoyioXXeHHe 0 TOM, YTO Mbl ObUIH
HE €IUHCTBEHHBIMH, KTO IO HEM 1.

S 3aMeTHN KYCTHMK, COCTOSIBIIMH M3 HECKOJbKMX TOJILIX
npytbeB. Ha Bepxylike kaxaoro M3 HHUX Topyasl Iy4yoK Kpo-
WIEYHBIX TEMHO-KPACHBIX MNEPUCTBIX JMCTheB. JIBa mMoJbIX
cTe6ns1 ObUIM NOBpEXAEHbl TAK HEAABHO, YTO M3 HUX OO CHX
nop ewe COYUICS BOASIHUCTBIN COK. SI HaKNOHMACS, YTOObI
pa3rasaaeTb UX TOJIyylle, M Yy MEHS HE OCTalloCh HHMKAKMX
coOMHeHuH. OHM ObUIM He cloMaHbl, a cpe3aHbl. Kenas
NMOATBESPAUTDb CBOIO NOTANKY, 51 caM cpe3all eWE OOUH. YNpyTuii
rnaakuii crebesb 1ErKo THyJCs B pyKax, U3 HIXKHEl ero yacTtu
OpBbI3HYN2 XHAKOCTD.

— Hnét ynuts puiby.

— Yr10?.. — Hauan Gbino 9.
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— Momuu! — HUT ctan npocto HeBbIHOCUM. — [la, uaéT
YIOHTD pbIOy... Bynbs octopoxkeH. Al ¢ TpyaoM YHTAIO €10 MBIC/IH.
OH HaxoAMTCs Ha OYeHb HU3KOM CTYNEeHH pa3BUTHS, AyMaeT
B OCHOBHOM 00 €fie, U ero MbICIMTEJbHLII Mpolecc BeChMa
npumMuTHBeH. OH MIET K BOAE, Ile HaZieeTCd 3aHATLCA PhIOHOM
JIOBJIEH.

— 310 TOT, C AYOUHKOIH?

— Ckopee Bcero, aa, — cornacwica Ut, — ecau Tonbko
37ech He pa3BWIOCH 1Ba IPUMUTHUBHLIX Buaa. [Ipasna, Bpsa in
TOT Xe caMblii Ty3eMell. MHe KaXeTcsl, OHH YaCTO XOMSAT B 3TOM
HanpapieHUHU. OH 1araeT Mo Tpore ¢ yBepeHHOCTHIO CylecT-
Ba, HAYyUIEro IO 3HAKOMOM Agopore, Ha KOTOpOil eMy He4dero
GosThCA.

S He pa3nensn yBepeHHOCTH Ty3eMLUa. Henonanéxy paznan-
cs1 rpoMonono6Hsiii ynap. C UtoM Ha meyax s 6pocuiics K
GnyxaiilieMy AepeBy, NpIOKaIcs K HEMY CIIMHONM U BHICTaBWI
Briepé€n nepenaykaHHbBIA COKOM HOX. O630p ObU1 CIMIIKOM
orpaHudeH. Kak s HU cTapaics pa3misiieTh XOTb YTO-HHOYIb,
s MOYTH HUYEro He BHIEJ 3a CTBOJIaMM JAepeBLEB U Ieperlie-
TEHHUSIMM JIMaH.

Bc€ 6bu10 cnokoiiHo. Cyad mo 3ByKy, pPyXHYJO GIHO M3
TMTraHTCKUX AE€pEBbEB, YbH KOPHH, Ka3aJIOCh, JOCTUTAIH siapa
raHeTsl. PyxHyno? PaHo wim no3gHo Bce AepeBbs YMHUPAIOT.
A MEpTBoe, HauaBllee THHUTb IEpPEBO HeU30eXHO NajaeT nojn
TSDKECTbIO NMOKPBIBAIOUIUX €ro JIHaH U pacTeHHUii-Napa3uToB.
Benb ynasio xe aepeBo, YTo 06pa3oBasio MPOrajuHy B Jiecy. A
BAPYT cleAyIOLUIUM OyIeT KakK pa3 To, K KOTOPOMY f NIpHXKHUMa-
lock cnuHoii? CnepBa s ycTpeMwicss K HEMY B MNOMCKax
YKpBITHSI, a Tenepb TaK Xe ObIcTpo ybexan npoys.

He 3Halo, MOXeT JIM MBICAb BBIpAXKaTb HacMEUIKY, HO
HMEHHO TakKas MbICJb Mcxoawna ot Mra. S pewmn, 4to OH
CTAaHOBHUTCS COBEPLICHHO HECHOCHBIM.

Kaxk Ha3no, s TyT Xe 3auenuicsa 60THHKOM 3a KOPHH JIHaH
M PYXHYN HaB3HMYb, CJIOBHO MEpTBOe AepeBo. S npuiuén B
sipocTb. Peakuia MTa 6b1a MTHOBEHHOH — OH CMNpPBLITHYJ Ha
3eMJIIO M ycesici Henoaan€kKy, OOHaXMB KJIBbIKM, BCEM CBOMM
BHIOM BbIpaxasl KpalHee HeJIOBOJLCTBO.

— Ecny Tb1 He MoXelllb XOAMTb HOPMaIbLHO, — BLIMATHI
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OH, — TO MO KpaliHeil Mepe, CMOTPH NOX HOru. 3ayeM Thl
TacKaellb Ha cebe 3Ty TSDKEJTyI0 H HUKOMY He HYXHYIO LIKYpYy?

A neiicTBuTeNbHO, 3a4eM? S Tak BcrioTes noa ckadaHApoOM,
YTO KOMOMHE30H yXe Npwinnani K tey. Koxa synena, ocobek-
HO TaM, Ile s He MOT InoyecaThCsl; ObUIO OYEBHAHO, YTO MHE
NpUAETCS HEe OAUH IeHb MOKHYTb B BAaHHE, YTOOBI N36aBUTHCS
OT MNpeciieloBaBLIEro MeHsl cCoOCTBeHHOTO 3anaxa. Y Bcé xe s
LeIUBsUIcs 3a cKadaHAp, KaK TapK LeTUIIETCs 32 CBOH MaHUUPB,
3alULIAIOLIHI €T0 OT HEU3BECTHOCTH.

Jlna xocMoca oH 6onbiie He roawicd. OCMOTpeB TKaHb, A
o6HapyXWl1, YTO NopBaj €€ NpH CIycKe c aepeBa. TsoxEnvie
OOTHHKM KaMHEM BHCEJIM Ha HOrax U TOHYJHM B NEperHoe.
[losic, B KapMallIKax KOTOPOTO JIEXaJIM BCe HallH HEXUTphle
TNOXHWTKH, MOXHO NMPHUCINIOCOOUTH MMOBEPX KOMOMHE30Ha, a caM
ckadanap... Ut npas. OH Tonbko MelaeT. Y Bc€ Xxe s ene
JBHTaJ NMaJibLlaMH, PaCCTErMBasi MHOMOYHMCJIEHHbIE 3aCTEXKH U
NPSDKKHM, MHE HHU 32 4YTO He XOTEJIOCh pacCTaBaThCs CO CBOUM
NaHUHpEM.

OnHako, cOpOCHB €ro ¥ NOYyBCTBOBaB MpoXJiany, s1 B3NOX-
HyJA ¢ obneryenneM. Korna Mbl ABHHYJIMCDH Jajibllie, y MEHSA
OCTaBaJICS JIMUIb MAJICHBKUI CBEPTOK 32 CITHHOM, PYKH Xe
OCBOOOIWINCS, M 51 MOT TeMepb JIETKO OpyAoBaTh HOXoM. UaTu
CTajl0 HaMHO1O Jierye. [IpoyHble TPUKOTAXHbIE BKJIAObILIH,
KOTOpbI€ 1 BLITALUWI M3 KOCMHYECKHMX OOTHHOK, HE TOJILKO
NpelOXpaHsUIH HOTM OT CONPHKOCHOBEHHUsI C TMOYBOii, HO H
obafgaii TeM NMpeUMyLIeCTBOM, YTO HE CKOJIB3WIH IO Tnepe-
rHolo. Haiitu Obl Tenepb npya WK pydeit, OKyHYTb B HETO CBOE
pacmapeHHOe TeJIO ¥ BbLIMBITbCH IO-HacTOsILLEMY, NpaBaa, B
HE3HaKOMOM MHUpe nonobHoe MeponpusTHe O6bU1o OBl coBep-
HICHHEeH1TUM Ge3paccyAcTBOM, pa3Be TOJLKO 5 CHayasla ybe-
aOwincs 6bl B TOM, 4YTO B BOJEe HET HHUKAKUX OOuTaTene,
KOTOpble MOIIH 6Bl OKa3aThb CONPOTHBJIEHHE NIPH MOEM BTOp-
XEHUH.

— Bona, — o6basun Ut. Ero rososa moxkauusanach M3
CTOPOHBI B CTOpPOHY. — Boga, MHoOro Boabl, HEH3BECTHbBIE
XHMBOTHLIE.

B Bo3nyxe BUTanu pa3Hoo6pa3Hble, HE3HAKOMbIE MHE 3aria-
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xu. S mosepun Uty u nowén MeaneHHee. Ilousa non HoraMu
CTajla BJIaXXHOM, Ha Hel ocTaBaIHCh GoJiee NTyOoKHe U YETKUE
caenbl. A BbIAENMWI OOMH, OTNEYaTaBLUMIACS NMOBEPX APYTHX.
KmuHOBHOHBIM, ¢ 3yOLIaMH, YETKO BblAC/ISIBIUIMMMCS TaM, Tae
OH BBICTYyTIaJI 3a Kpasl TPOIIbI, OH Ob1J1 HAMHOTO OO0JIbLIE TEX, YTO
OCTaBJISUT A caM.

A He crnegombIT MU HUKOTAA HE OXOTWICS HAa XHUBOTHBIX.
TlpaBna, s 6bIBaT B KOJIOHHSIX NIepecesieHLEB M Ha NTEpBOOLIT-
HbIX IUIaHETaX, HO He BUIEJ] TaM HUYero, KpomMe JepeBeHb U
daxropHuii. S He *Mes1 HUKAKHX HaBbIKOB XH3HH Cpeay IUKOMH
TNPHPOILI.

Ho Bcé xe s moHs, YTO CylecTBO, OCTAaBMBLIEE TaKue
Y€TKHE M IIYOOKMe ciielbl, ObUIO OOJIBLIIMM U TSDKEIBIM, H,
CcKopee BCEro, nepeiBUrajloch HepeUIUTEIbHO.

— Bona, — nosropun UT.

A yxe u caM poranancs o6 3toM. Ha 3anuroit Xunkoi
TpA3bI0 Tpomne OGoJibllle He OCTAaBAIOCh YETKMUX OTIEYaTKOB
cnenoB. Koe-rae 3emns ocraBanace 6osee TBEpAOH, U 1 pLIrail
C KOYKH Ha K04Ky. O4yeHb CKOpO TpoIla CKpbUIach NMOX TOHKUM
cJioeM BOIbI, H3 KOTOpPOH MOOHMUMAIHCh AEPEBbS M KYCThI.
Ilonananycy Ky4u Mycopa, 3acTpsIBLIME B IeperuleTeHHUSX
JIMaH Ha BbicoTe Moero pocta. Co3aaBanoch BrieyaTeHHe, YTO
3fech HEOaBHO NMPOHU3OLLIO HaBOJHEHHME, M Tenepb 3eMiis
MeIUIEHHO INpochIXaa.

Mexay nepeBbsIMH B sSIMaX NOKa3aJIMCh JIYXH, MaXHYLIHe
THWIBIO ¥ OKPYXXEHHBIE N0JIOCAMHU XENTOro Wia. Mel npouuiu
MMMO TpyObl KOCTEi, 3aCTPSBLUMX CPEXM JIMaH; Y3KMii Yyepen
CKaJIW1 Ha Hac CBOM 3yObl.

Jlyxu npeBpatwivcs B He6GoJbuIne 03€pa; 03€pa, COeqUHA-
AiCh BMecTe, 00pa3oBbIBaJIM OTPOMHbIE IIPOCTPAHCTBA, MOKPHI-
Thle cTosg4el Bogoii. [loaMbIThIe IepeBbs YyTPOXalollle KIOHH-
JINCh B pa3Hble CTOPOHLI. Te, YTO MOMeHbIle, HHOraa ObUIH
BBIPBaHLI C KODHEM M TOPYAJIN KOMJIEM BBEDX.

— OcTopoxHo!

W cHoBa npeaynpexaeHue Ura 3anozaano. BoamoxHo, us-
3a 3JJOBOHMSA €ro OOOHSIHUE YTPaTWIO CBOIO OCTPOTY, HO OH
YHIOXaJ1 Ty3eMIia JIMLIb NOCJie TOro, KakK s €ro 3aMeTul.

4 Kauens Mpentew 9 7



Ha cxiicHHBLHIEeMcsT Hall TPYIOM CTBOJIE AepeBa NPHTaHIOCh
CYIIECTBO, XOpOLIO BHIHOE NpPH IHEBHOM cBeTe. DTO O6bL
TYMaHOMJ, OJHAKO XECTKHE BOJIOCHI POCJIH Y HETO He TOJILKO
1IICTHHHCTOM KOITHOM Ha IroJIoBe, HO M IBYMS I'yCTRIMH T10JI0Ca~
MM BIOJIb HApyXHOI CTOPOHBl PYK M HOI, a TaKKe TpeMs
KPYT/ILIMM MOXHATBIMH ISITHAMHU Ha TPYOM M XMBOTE.

Bokpyr ero upecen Gonranach KOpoTeHbKass 6axpomyartas
10004Ka, a ¢ TOJICTOH LIEH CBUCANl peMELIOK C HAaHU3aHHBIMU
Ha Hero TYCKJIO-3cNEHBIMHM LUapHMKaMi BNepeMelIKy C Kpac-
HBIMH HHNHMHApaMH. Tsoxénag nybHHKa Jiexana Ha CyKy, a €€
BJIajiesiell C TOJIOBOM YUEN B paboTty.

IIpyr — 51 y3Ha)1 B HEM TOHKUIA cTeOeNb, CpE3aHHbI C TOTO
KYCTa, MMMO KOTOPOTO MBI NpOXOAWIH — ObL1 COTHYT B
KOJIBLIO, ONMH M3 KOHLIOB 06pa3oBbIBajl py4Ky. Ty3eMell Kpen-
KO 3aXaJl ero B OrpOMHBIX KOITSX HOr. B pykax xe OH nepxaa
Pa3IBOEHHYIO NaJIKy, Ha KOTOpylo 6bU1a HacaXcHa U3BHUBAIO-
wasics1 Y€pHasl TBapb, OHa TaK SPOCTHO Owiach U A€praiach,
YTO 51 HE MOT €€ pa3[saeTh.

Bopnba ObUIa COBEpLIEHHO HaNpacHOi, Ty3eMcll BOLWN
NaJIKoii Yepe3 o6pyd, cHayana U3 CTOpPOHbI B CTOPOHY, a 3aTeM
cBepxy BHM3. HuTb, TsAHyBluasics M3 M3BMBalolllerocs Tena,
3aUerUIIach 3a Kpas obpyya M, COEAMHSSICh C COCEAHHUMH,
obpasosbiBana ceTb. EmI€ pa3s mpomycTHB cBoero ruleHHMKa
yepe3 ob6pyd, Ty3eMell ocTalcsi OBOJIEH pe3yabTaToM. Pe3ko
B3MaxHYB PYyKOi, OH OpocWI NajKy ¢ HacaXXeHHbIM Ha Heé
cylecTBOM B npyn. Ha Mecre nanenus obpasoBasicsi BoaoBO-
POT, B KOTOPOM MCYe3/IM H TBapb, U NaJTKa, U 6oJblie yXe He
MOSABISUIMNCh HAa MOBEPXHOCTH.

TyseMen noaHsuIcsA Ha HOTH, epXa ceTb B pyke. OH 6bL1 Ha
ronoBy Buille MeHsl. HecMoTps Ha ToHKMe pykM M HOTH, €ro
60ykoobpa3Hoe Teslo Ka3anoch OYeHb CHWIbHBIM. JInuo 6bu1o
He NMOXOXE Ha YeJIoBeYeCcKoe M HallOMMHAJIO CKopee MacKu
neMoHoB ¢ TaHda.

I'nasa npstanuce, non HenenbIMM KYCTUCTBIMM OPOBIMHM, H
OCTaBAJIOCh TOJBKO AOranblBaThcs, rie OHU Haxoasarcs. Hoc
NpeACTaBsin coboil MICHCTYI0O TPYOKy, KOTOpasi MOCTOSIHHO
IBHrasacb M3 CTOpPOHBl B cTOpoHy. Ilog 3TMM OTpocTKOM
pacnoyiarajicsi poT, H3 KOTOPOro TopyaJid Ba KJIblKa, noabo-
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polKa He OBUIO, KOXa CBHCAJIa CBOOGONHBIMH CKIaAKaMH
NpsIMO OT HIDKHEro psifa 3y0oB K ropiy. Ilyreulectsys no
3BE3AHLIM TPaccaM, CO BpeMEHEM NPUBBIKAELIL K CTPAHHOMY
BHOY MSCTHBIX XHUTelel. 3akaTaHe MOXOXM Ha SIUICpHL,
NpeaKy TPUCTHAH — MTHLLI, €CThb M IPYTHE Pachl, MPOHCXO-
AAUIYE OT JIATYLIeK, cobaK M NMpoyux XUBOTHbIX. Ho ¢ Moeit
TOYKH 3pEeHUs, 3TO y>KACHOE JIMLIO ObLIO HACTONILKO OTTAJIKH-
BRIOLLMM, YTO S Cpa3y Xe NMOYyBCTBOBWI K Ty3eMLy OTBpallie-
HHe.

OH OCTOPOXHO NpobHpasicst Mo CTBONY pacKayHBaroulerocs
MOX €ro TSKECTHIO AepeBa, HAUIYTILIBa HOTOM OMOpY M JIMWb
3aTeM NMEepPeHOCW Ha He€ BeC CBOEro Tejla. 3aTeM, He CBOAA
IJ1a3 C IpsI3HOM BOAbI, OH PAaCTSAHYJCA BO BCIO AJIMHY, 3aXaB
OIVIETEHHBIH ceThIO OOpYY B JIEBOH pYyKe.

51 3aMep B HepelIUTeJIbHOCTH. Ecnu 51 noitny Boxpyr o3epa,
TO ToMnaaych Ha I7na3a pbibaKy, a MHE 3TOro He Xotejnoch. UT
MoJIyaJl, BHNMaTe/JIbHO pas3risabiBas Ty3emua. Iloka s xone-
Gasicsi, priOOJIOB B3MaxHYJl pYKOH, 3aXBaTHB 0OpyyeM MOKpbI-
TYIO Yelly€il TBaph OJIUHOW C MOE Npearvieybe.

OH BrIxBaTWI €€ M3 CETH M Pe3KO yAapwI O CTBOJ AepeBa,
3aTeM NPUBA3a OOBHUCLIEE TEJO K Y3Jy Ha CBOeil 10004Ke.

— Wnau nanpaso, — ynoBua 1 Mbicas Hra.

Pb160s10B 6bL1 1eB1IOI, H €0 BHUMaHHE ObLTO HaNpaB/IeHO
BJICBO. 3HAYHT, MHE HAIO WATH Hanpapo. 1 MelIeHHO IBUHYN-
cs Briepé€l, cTapasch npsATaThesa 3a KycramMu. Ho naxe kxorma
MHE 3TO yOaBaJIoCh, s HC YYBCTBOBaJ ceOsl B 6e30nacHOCTH, A
60s171cs YBSI3HYTH B TOMKOI1 TOYBC M OKa3aThCsl 6€CMOMOLIHBIM
nepel BOOPYXEHHBIM AYOMHKOH cyuiecTBOM. Y MeHs Obun
OCTpbIii HOX, HO JMCTAaHUHUA yAapa y Ty3eMua Gbina Gonbuie,
KpoMe TOro, oH Xopouio 3Han 3To 6onoto. MHe kazanoch
Ge3paccyaHbIM 071y>XIaTh MO 3TOH TPSICMHE, NTOCTOSSHHO pHC-
Kya 3a6ayaMTLCs, H g cKa3an o0 atom Uty.

— 39T0 He HacToslee 00j0TO, — 3aMETIU1 OH. — Bcé
TOBODHT O TOM, YTO 3jleCb HeJaBHO NPOU30LLUIO HAaBOAHEHHE.
A HaBOJHEHHE MOXET ObITh BbI3BAHO pa3liIMBOM PEKH.

— HmMeeT nu cMbIC cTpeMUTbCA K Heil?

— Bnoss 6epera gBurathbcs erye, 4eM no 3BepHHOM Tpore.
Kpome Toro, uMBuwiIn3alMu O6BIYHO 3apOXAAIOTCS HMEHHO B
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JIoMHHax pek. Tel cuyuTaeuipb cebs1 TOPropBueM H He 3Hacllb
atoro. Ecin aTa raHeTa MOXeT MOXBACTaThCA CYlLIECTBOBAHH -
€M UMBWIM3ALHMK WIH €CJIH €€ Mocellaid TOProBlbl B3 HHBIX
MHpPOB, TO CBHIOETEJLCTBO 3TOMY Thl HaWAEUIb B JOJMHAX
KpYTIHBbIX peK. OcobeHHO TaM, rie OHM BNANaIOT B Mope.

— Bcé-1o Thl 3Haelb, — 3aMeTWI 51, — M YX, KOHEYHO, 3TH
3HaHHUA TBI NMOJYYWI He OoT Banbkupuu.

51 cHOBa NMOYYBCTBOBAI €ro HEAOBOJILCTBO.

— BbIyyniubcs, ecnyd Xu3Hb 3acTaBUT. Kinaness npemMyn-
POCTH HHKOrIa He OCKydeBaeT. A Ha TaKoM Kopabie, Kak
«BecTpHc», MOXHO y3HATh BCE O TOpProBLaxX U Mx cekpeTax. Ero
KOMaHjJa poxIeHa Uil TOProBiId, OHU MUMEIOT GoraTheiii npo-
¢eccHOHAJIbHBIA OIBIT.

— Ts1, momxHo OBITH, MOTPAaTWI HEMANO BpPeMEHH Ha
YTEeHWEe UX MbICIEH, — MpepBaa s ero. — MexXay npoyuM,
MOXET Tbl 3Haelllb, ToYeMy OHU YBe3JIM MeHs ¢ Tanda? — 4,
B 00LLIEM-TO, HE PAaCCYMTBIBAJI HA OTBET, HO OH TYT X€ CKa3aJl:

— MM 3aruiaTwiu 3a 3to. Beé€ 6bu10 3apanee npoaymaHo. S
He 3Halo NMoapoOHOCTE, MOTOMY YTO H OHH MX He 3HaH. Ho
IUIaH copBajcsl, U Toraa mnorpeboBajach MX TOMOILLUb, HM
3alUIaTWIM 32 TO, YTOObl OHM BBIBE3NH Tebs C IUIAaHETHl H
HocTaBWIM Ha BeficTap.

— Beiictap! Ho Beab 3T0 Bcero nMuIb JereHaa!

Ecin 6p1 Ut Mor ¢buipkHyTh, OH Obl, BEpOSITHO, H3Aaj
HMEHHO 3TOT 3BYK.

— OTa lereHna UMeeT AOCTAaTOYHO MaTepHaIbHOE 0OOCHO-
BaHue. OHM Be3nu Tebst Tyna. Tonbko OHM HAacTOSUIM Ha TOM,
YyTOOBl CHayasla OTIPABHUTLCS MO CBOEMY INMPHUBLIYHOMY Map-
LIpYTy. A Koraa Thl MOAXBAaTWI JIWIOBYIO JIHXOPaaKy, OHH
PELIWIH, YTO OCTOPOXHOCTb MNpexiae Bcero. B crpaxe nepen
MHeKUHel OHH pellWIH H36aBUThCA OT Tebsd. Ornanana
HeobXoaAMMOCTb 3aXxoaAWTb Ha Beficrap, mocratroyHo ObL1O
OTNPaBMTb Tyada coobLIEHHEe O TBOEi rubenu.

— W71, TH HacTosillee COKpPOBMLIC. A YTO 33 BCEM 3THM
CTOSUJIO, KOMY s TOHanoouncs?

— OHH 3HaM TONbKO areHTa. Ero 3oByT OpOHK, OH He ¢
Tanda. UM He ckazanu, 3a4eM Tbl HyXeH Ha Beiictape.

— JleiicTBUTENBLHO, 3a4eM?

— MM HyXeH KaMeHb M3 KOCMHYECKOTO KOJiblia.
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— ToyHO! — 51 NOTSHYJNCS K MELIOYKY, B KOTOPOM OH JIEXKAT.
— OHH 3HaTH O HEM?

— He nymar. CHH XoTeIH NIOJTyYHUTD TO, YTO Thl WM BoHnap
ACTJI TOCTOSTHHO HOCIWIM ¢ co00¥i. DTOT ripeAMET NpeaCTaBIA-
eT co60oii OrpoMHY10 LIeHHOCTh. OHM AaBHO ero HUIyT. Thl BeAb
yXe ybenwicsi B TOM, YTO Y Te0s HeT Hu4Yero GoJiee LIeHHOTO,
4YeM Kosblo?

A cxan MewoYyeK B pyKax.

— Jla!

3arcM sl UICIIYTAaHHO B3IJISHYJ Ha KaMeHb. OH ObUT rOpsiauM
H OEprajicsi B MOUX PyKax. MslI BbIOpaiHCh Ha OTKPBITOE MECTO,
M BCE BOKPYT OBUIO 3aJIMTO AHEBHHIM CBETOM, HO S MOT
Pa3/IMYUTh UCXOsIlce OT HEMO CUSHHE.

— OH cHoBa oxuBaeT!

— Torna nycTb OH BelET Hac K cBoeii Lenu! — norpebosan
Hr.

A c TpynoM paccTerHyn Mello4eK M HaJles1 KOJIbLIO Ha najell.
O6010K ObLT TAKMM GOJTBLUINM, YTO OHO CBUTHJIOCH Obl, €CJTH GBI
s He 3axaJ najablbl B Kynak. Pyka moMuMo Moeii BOJH
MOAHSLIACh B CTOPOHY, Ka3aJloCh, YTO KAMEHDL CHOBa MCIIOJIb-
3yeT MO€ TeJlo B KayecTBe MHAUKATOpa. Sl moBepHYyIcs, YTOObI
MIOTH B TOM HalpaBjlIeHUM, Kylda OH yKa3bIBaJl.

I'naea 9

— Hac npecnenyior, — cooburnn mue HT.

— Pri16os108B?

— OH caM MIH ero coIUIeMeHHHUK, — 3Ta HHdopMauus

MeHS OTHIONb He ob6pagoBana. — Ho oH cobnionaet octopox-
HOCTb, OH OOHTCH.

— Yero? — pe3Ko CrpoCH 1. — DTOT HOX NOAUTCSA TOJILKO
IU1a pykonaiuHoro 6o4. 5 xe He maauatop ¢ KopHoy3a, y MeHsd
HET HM MajieHluero XejJaHHUsl ApaTbCs C HUM, 1 MMDHBI
Toprosell AparoueHHOCTSIMH, a HE BOMUH.

Nt octaBun Mou GypHble NpoTecThl 63 BHUMaHUA.

— OH 6outcs cMepTU-TipUXoaseii-usnaneka. OH BUAEN
e® WK cabnuan o Heii.

CwmepTb-npuxonsias-usnaneka? Ioa 3TuM MoxeT nonpa-
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3yMeBaTbCsl BCE YTO YTOAHO: OT KOIlbsl WJIM ITylLLICHHOIO M3
poraTku KaMHs IO JIa3epHOIO JIy4a H JIloGble IPOMEXYTOYHELIE
CTYTIEHHM Pa3BUTHUS «UUBWIH3aLUH».

— Tw1 npaB, — Wt ynoBui Mou Meicii. — Ho... — ka3ainocs,
OH 3aMep B HeaoyMeHHUH. — S GoJiblile HHYero He NMOHUMAIO.
YyBCTBYIO TOJILKO, YTO OH OOUTCS M OCTOPOXHO OOHIOXHMBAET
Hac.

Ml cnpstandch B Kyde Mycopa, 3acTpsiBLIETO MeXIy
YNaBILIMMH JepEBLSIMH, H ChEJIM IO TOPCTH CEMSH M3 Halllero
3araca, a TakKe HalWIHCh U3 KopabenbHoit ¢isard. CeMeHa,
BO3MOXHO, OBUIM NOCTaTOYHO ITHTATEJbHBLIMM, HO 51 OBI C
YIOBOJIECTBUEM OTBeEAAN Yero-HUbynbL MeHee npecHoro. Kpo-
Me TOIO, C TeX MOp KaK MbI YIJTYOWINCh B 3Ty OOJIOTHUCTYIO
MECTHOCTb, OHH MHe 6oJjibllle He TNONaJaiCh, NMO3TOMY S
aKKypaTHO pachnpeienwl To, YTo y Hac 6buio. [lepexéEBbiBas
CBOIO JCMIO, s1 CMOTpEN B TY CTOPOHY, OTKyda Mbl NpPHLUIH,
CTapasich OGHapyXUTh CJIeIMBIIEIO 32 HAMM Ty3eMLia.

HaxkoHeu s 3ametin ero. OH CTOsLU1, ONYCTHBLIKCH Ha OMHO
KOJIEHO, TIOYTH Kacasich 3eMJIH IOJIOBOM, €ro IOXBYDKHBIH
TpyOYaThlii HOC ApOXasl M AEprajics, OOHIOXHUBas MOH CJielbl.
310 GBUN pPHIGOJIOB WIH APYTOii Ty3eMel, KaK IBEe KaILIH BOAbI
TOXOXMi Ha Hero.

TiiarenbHO OGHIOXaB cjiedbl, OH TIpHUCENl HAa KOPTOYKH,
TMOAHSUI TOGJIOBY M HayaJl MeJJIeHHO NOBOpPa4YHBaTh €10, TPH
3TOM €ro TpyOYaThlii HOC 3aApajics MOYTH BEPTUKAILHO BBEPX.
A He coMHeBaJICSI B TOM, YTO OH HaNpaBUT €ro NpSIMO Ha Hac,
¥ B OTYasiHUM TNPUIOTOBWI HOX.

Ho oH sToro He caenan: To M eMy He yAaJIOCh ONPENe/UT,
roe Mbl HaxOOUMCSl, TO JJU OH ObU1 HACTOJIBKO XHTEpP, YTO
PELIMUI HE BbIIaBaTh CBOETO OTKPBITHS U3 CTPaXxa HACTOPOXHUTD
Hac ew€ Gonbuie. S HanpsOXEHHO CAeAWI 332 HHUM: WIH OH
BCTaHeT U OpPOCHTCS Ha Hac, WIM, CKPBIBIIMCH B 3apoCiifX,
nonsraercsi 060HTH c3aaH.

— OH B pacTepsAHHOCTH, BCE ew€ HueT, — cocoumn Ur.

— Ho ecny on o6Hapyxun Halll ciiell, To IoYeMy Xe ceifyac
He YYBCTBYET 3amnaxa?

— He 3Halo. 3Halo TONIbKO, YTO OH Beé elué uuer. Kpome
TOro, OH Gourca. EMy He HpaBHTCA...

— Y10? — cnpocun 1, xorna Ut 3amonyan.
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— 310 ciauuikoM cioxHo. S He Mory npodecTs. OH
YyBCTBYeT OoJblie, YeM AyMaeT. MOXHO NPOYHUTATh MBICIH H
SIBHO BhIpaXXeHHble 3MolMH. Ho 51 paHbllle He cTanKuBaics ¢
noaoOHBIMM cyluecTBaMM. To, yTo MHe yma€rcsi pa3oOpars,
BCEro JIMLIb NTOBEPXHOCTHBIE BrieYaT/IeHHU .

Ilo xpaiiHeili Mepe, HIOXa4y He MbITAJICA NMPHONU3INTBLCA K
HaM, XOTS CHEJ Ha KOPTOYKAX KaK pa3 BO3Jie TOI'O MecCTa, Iie
OoCTaJIMCh MOH cyieasl. I He 3HaN, yaacTcs JiM HaM He3aMeTHO
BbIOpaTbCS M3 HALICTO YKPBITHSL.

JIBa nepeBa, He caMbIX BBICOKHMX, HO 1OCTATOYHO TOJICTbIX,
ynaB, JIE[JIM TakK, YTO MX MOKPLIThIE BETKaMi KPOHbI CONIpUKa-
CaJIUCh, @ CTBOJIbI PACTIOJIOXWIMCH MO MPSMEIM YTJIOM APYT K
Ipyry. Mbl Taynuch B 06pa3oBaHHOM BETKAMH YINIy; MeXIy
HaMM ¥ Ty3eMLieM BO3BbIllajiach Ky4a NMPUHECEHHOTO BOAOMH
Mycopa.

Ha no6nexanux u Tyro CIUIETEHHBIX BETKAX COBCEM He ObUIO
nucTheB. KaMeHb TAHYZ MEHS TaK, CJIOBHO XOTeJ NMPOTAalIUTh
CKBO3b 3Ty Mnperpany. A CKJIOHWICS Tepel 3aBajJioM U IOIbI-
TaICs NepenwinTb BeTKU. AT 6bU1 yXXe TaM M pa3rpebas cydku
MepeqHHMH JlallaMH, a s C NMOMOLUBIO HOXa MNOAKaIbIBal
3achlllaHHble 3eMJEil KpyTiHble BeTBH. PaboTa mpoaBuraiach
OYeHb MeJIeHHO. Mbl BCE BpeMs OCTaHaBJIMBAIMCh U OIJISAAbI-
BaJIHCh Ha Hioxaya. K MoeMy yauBIE€HHIO, OH He obpaliian Ha
Hac HMKAKOro BHHMaHUS, XOTA Mbl, HECMOTPS Ha BCe HalliH
ycwnus, pabotanu aaneko He GecurymHo. T nonoxun MHe,
YTO OH JlaXe He CABHHYJICS C MecTa.

BHe3amHoO s ¢ yXacoM NOHsUI, Yero OH XAET — OH ObUT He
OOMH M Hamnaa€T Ha Hac TOJILKO TOCJie TOro, Kak npubéyser
noaKpeIUieHHe.

— Tvl npaB, — UT He cobupancs MeHs yrewiats. — Ewné
OMH, a MOXET M [1BO€ WAYT CJIEAOM 3a HUM.

— IloyeMy Thl He cKa3ajl MHe 3TOro paHslie?

— Ckasan 61, eciM Ob1 B 3TOM BO3HHK/Ia HEODOXOAMMOCTb.
MBI DOJDKHBI COXPaHATb CINOKOHCTBME, NO3TOMY HE HYXHO
HarHeTtaTb 06cTaHoBKY. OHH elié JoBoJbHO Aaneko. K coxa-
JIEHUIO, JeHb TMOIXOAMT K KOHIy. A HOYbIO OHM, KaK MHe
KaxXeTcsl, YYBCTBYIOT cebsl ropaso yBepeHHee.

A He ctan opopMIATH CBOM MBIC/IM B cjioBa. Ty M Tak He
COCTAaB/SUIO TpyAa UX INpPOYECTb.
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— Tam, kyna Ml HEEM, OHH TOXe ecTb? — Sl cTpeMuJIcs He
TIOAJaBaThCS MaHHUKE.

— Her, no xpaiiHe#i Mepe Ha TOM pacCTOSTHMH, Ha KOTOPOM
s MOTY MX nodyBcTBoBaTh. OHH He JI06AT Cl00d XOAUTh. BTOT
XIET, MOKA NMOAOHAYT RpYyTHE, HO HE MMOTOMY, YTO OOMTCH Hac,
a MOTOMY, YTO €My CTpalllHO MIATH TyAa, Kyla Mbl Halpasis-
eMcsa. U yeM poneiie oH XAET, TeM Gonblie Gourtcs.

— Torna noluUtH Briepén, — s NnepecTajl cooMoaaTh OCTO-
POXHOCTb U OBICTPBIMM yAapaMH HOXa KpoMcall BeTKH, Npo-
KJIaabIBast JOpOry CKBO3b 3aBall.

— OtnuyHo, — comacwicsa Ut. — OnHako, Kak Obl Mbl HE
TIONaJIM U3 OTHS Aa B IOJBIMSL.

A HuYero He OTBETWI, NMOHAAeABIINCh Ha To, 4Yyto Ut
TIPOYTET MOM MEICJIM M caM BCE NMOMMET. 3a 3aBaJIOM 0Ka3aJ10Ch
eule CoNblUe JIYX, OKaMMJIEHHBIX KydYaMH Mycopa, a TaKxe
PYXHYBUIHX JepeBbeB. HaM He ocraBajloch HUYETO JPYTOTIO,
Kak MpoOoHpaTbCd IO HX CTBoJaM. ENMHCTBEHHOE opyxXue
pribonoBa, AyOMHKa, He Morjla NMPUYMHUTh HaM Bpela Ha
TakoM paccTossHMM. OH 3HaJl, YTO Mbl yOeraiu, U Ha AaHHBII
MOMEHT OBUIO BaXHO JBHUIaThCA KAaK MOXHO ObICTpee.

WT cuaen Ha MOHX IUle4ax, AepXach JlallaMH-pydKaMH 3a
BEpEBKH, KOTOPHIMU OBLI CBSI3aH y3eJl, BUCEBUIMI Yy MEHS 3a
criuHoi. S Bckoymn Ha Onuxaiillee OepeBo H Mobexan
3Ur3araMi, NepemnpbiruBag ¢ OJHOIO CTBOJIa Ha IPYroi M
cTapasich NPHUAEPXHUBAaTbCS TOINO HamnpaBlIeHMsA, B KOTOPOM
MEHS TAHYJ KaMeHb. Sl pacCYUTBIBaJ, YTO OH MPUBEAET MEHSA
K KaKOMYy-HHUOYIb COOPYXE€HHIO, KOpabiio WIN AaXe noceje-
HUIO TeX, KOMy NPUHANJIeXaJlo KOJIbLO, TaK Xe, KaK B KOCMOce
OHO TNpPUBEJIO Hac K 6polieHHOMY Kopabmo. OqHaKo orpoM-
HBI BO3pacT Kopabiig He OCTaB/sUl HaaeXAbl Ha TO, YTO A
HalOy B 3TOM ITOCEJIEHHH XHUTeNEil.

M1 BeILLIM Ha cBeT. Boma mposioXxuna mpoceky cpeau
KPYTHLIX iepeBbeB M MOAMbLIA CKyAHbIH Noanecok. HakoHen-
TO 91 yBuaeJ He60 Haja rojIoBOM.

Tsok€nble TyYM CKpPLIBAIM COJIHLE, HO MO-TIpeXHEMY 6bLIO
TaKk Xapko, YTO Maleiflliee YCWIHE BbI3bIBAJIO ONBILIKY. B
BO3JyXe BHJINCb HACEKOMble, BpeMsl OT BPEMEHM s Maxai
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pykaMH, 4yTtoObl pa3or’Harh UX. OQHAKO OHM He KYyCaJHCh.
Bo3MoXHO0, s CIMLIKOM CHJIBHO OTJIMYAJICS OT HX NPUBEIYHOIO
HMCTOYHHUKA MHILU.

CospaBajioch BHeYaTIeHHe, YTO HaM YIalloCh OTOPBATLCSA
oT noroHd. C Tex mop Kak Mbl IMyCTWINCh Gexatb, UIT He
OTBeYaJl Ha MOM BOIIPOCHI, HO OH, 0e3yCJIOBHO, NMONHSUI Obl
TpeBOry, eciid 651 B 3TOM BO3HUKIIa HeobxoquMocTb. O4yeBUa-
HO, 51 ObUI eMy HYX€H, XOTS MEHS HauMHaJo OeCIICKOUTDb ero
HeXeJlaHWe pa3roBapMBaTh CO MHOM Ha 3Ty TeMy.

Jlyxu cranu 6osblie, U MHE TIPUXOAWIOCh OTKIIOHATLCS BCE
Jajnbllie B CTOPOHY OT HallpaB/IeHUs], KyAa YKa3biBaJl KAMEHb.
Y MeHs He ObUIO HM Majleilllero XeJaHUs LUIENATbh IO
ONAacHOMY, NMOKPLITOMY TIPSI3HOM INEeHOH Menakosoablo. Kro
3HaeT, KaKWe CYLUeCTBa TAaWIHMCh B 3THX MYTHRIX BOJIax.
[IpaBna, HaceKoMble COWIHM MEHS HEBKYCHBIM, HO 3TO elI€ He
TOBOPUWJIO O TOM, YTO OCTalIbHble NPEACTABUTEIM MECTHOM
dayHs1 6ynyT cTob Xe NpUBEpeIIUBBI.

A He uMes HM MaJlelilllero NMpeacTaBIeHUs O TOM, CKOJILKO
Ha 3Toii IU1aHeTe MJINTCA AE€Hb, HO CKJIOHSUICA K MBICIIH, YTO OH
MOAXONWI K KOHLY M MMEHHO 3TO, a He IUIOTHas IejieHa Ty4
HaJl roJIOBOM, NMOCITYXWIO NPUIHUHOM CryCTUBLUEHCS TEMHOTBI.
Mbl 0OJDKHBI OLUTH OO HACTYIUIEHHUS] HOYM HAMTH ceGe yKphI-
THe. Ecnu Haule nmpeamnonoxeHue BEpPHO, U Ty3eMLBI BeayT
HOYHOH oOpa3 XHM3HH, TO NMPH BHE3aIHOM HaNaJCHHUM Tpe-
HMMY1IECTBO OyleT Ha MX CTOpOHE.

IToToK yBOAWN MEHS BNIpaBo, @ KAMEHB TSAHYJ BIE€BO, NPSIMO
Ha cepeAuHy o3epa. OH TallWwl MeHs C TaKOoH CWIOi, 4TO B
KOHlle KOHLIOB MHE MPHLIOCh CHATb €ro C NajabLa U yopaTh.
obpaTHO B MelIo4eK, MHaye 51 Obl CBAJIWICA B MY, KOTOPYIO B
TOT MOMEHT OOXOaMI.

Cyns mo BceMy, 03epo B HeJaN€KOM MNpoLuloM Obulo
ropasno 6onblle, ¥ BoAa Tenepb yXooWiaa Kax pas Tyaa, Kyaa
CTPEMMJIOCH KOJIBLLO. S ¢ TPynOM NpoABUTaics BNepEn, BpeMs
oT BpeMeHM cnpauiuBasgs MTa, HeTt iu 3a HaMH noroHn. OH
BCSAIKMI pa3 pacceuBaJl MOE OeCIIOKOHCTBO.

CreMHeno, a 51 BcE elU€ He HaluEN NMoAXoAAlero MecTa s
Howiera. B rpsa3u BUAHeIMCh OTTIeYaTKH CJIeloB, OCTaB/ICHHbIE
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MHOTOYMC/ICHHBIMUA KPYNMHBIMM XWBOTHBIMHM, 3HA9YHT, OHH
YacTo Y0JI3aJIH 30eCh U3 TMpyaa B 03epo U obpaTHo. Pa3sMepnl
HEKOTOPBIX H3 5TUX CJIeX0B ObUTH TAKOBEI, YTO CTOWIO HE OOHH
pa3 NoEyMaTh, MPeX/ie YCM PacIoNIOXUTLCSI Ha HOYb B HETMOC-
PeACTEEHHOM GJIM30CTH OT NMPOJOXEHHOH UMM TPOMBI.

IlepBrlii M3 BO3BHILUGBIUMXCSA Hal TIOBEPXHOCTBIO 3CMIH
BATyHOB GLUT HACTOJIBKO MOKPBIT 3aCOX1IEH THHOH H MXOM, YTO
s NpolIENl MUMO, faXe He 32aMeTHB ero. JInurp 3abpaBIIMCh Ha
OJMH M3 HMX, YTOGHI NOJIyYllle pa3misiAeTb JOPOTY, s1 OOpaTHi
BHUMaHHE Ha TO, YTO OHM ObUIN pacloJIOXcHbl MO NpAMOH
JIMHHWH, a HE BAJSUIHCh B €CTECTBEHHOM OecriopsiiKe.

Mos Hora cKoJIb3HYJ1a MO NOBEPXHOCTH BaJIyHa, A MOKAaTHII-
csl BHH3 M, CTapasich 3aJepXaThb lajeHHe, BOTKHYJ B HEro
KOHYMK HoXa. Ho KaMeHb OBbUT CTULIKOM TBEPABIM, H KJIMHOK
OTCKOYMJI OT HEro ¢ KAKMM-TO METAITHYECKHM 3BYKOM, CKO-
BBIPHYB OTDOMHBIN IUTacT Ipsi3H.

To, 4To NMpeacTao MoeMy B3IVisAAY, OKAa3aJIoCh He lieplia-
BBLIM BLICTYNIOM CKAJILHOM NOpObl, 3 HCKYCCTBEHHO 0bpabo-
TAaHHO} IOBEPXHOCTBIO, JaXe Ha OLIYNb He HallOMHWHaBlIEH
kKaMeHb. Co3naBanoch BrieyaTieHHe, YTO CKaJla Korga-To bbuia
OIUIaBJIcHa M Ha Hei 06pa3oBanoch IVISHLEBOE CTEKIIOBUAHOE
NMOKpbITHE, NPaBAa, TeNepb NOKPLITCE HAPOCTAMH H MECTAMH
BhILlepbneHHoe. OHO 6BUIO TYCKJIO-3€JIEHOIO LiBETa, UCNeLl-~
PEHHOE KOPHUYHEBATO-XENTLIMU nojiocaMu. ONHAKO BATYHLI
He MOTJIH OBbITb YacThIO CTEHBI, IOTOMY YTO KAMHH HE COeaH-
HSUTHCh BIIPHUTBIK, a pacrojlarajIuCh Ha PaCCTOSHHH HECKOJIb-
KHX 11aroB ApYT OT Apyra. BepositHo, paHbllie OHH CKperuisi-
JIUCb TIPH TOMOLIM KAKOTO-TO APYToro MaTepHaia, He coxpa-
HUBLIETrocs 10 HAlUMX JHEH.

BanyHbl TAHYIHCH B TOM X€ HanpaBlIeHHH, B KOTOPOM MeHS
TallWI KaMeHb, OHH CITyCKaJIHCb BHH3 K 03€pYy, HEKOTOpbIE
TOpYaJiM H3 BOAbI HEMOAAIEKY OT bGepera M BOJIHH NepeKaThl-
BAJINCb Yepe3 HHX, T€ Xe, YTO CTOSUIM Ha Gosee riyGoOKoM
MecTe, O6bUIM NONHOCTBIO CKPBITHI NOA BOAOH.

A wén no bepery ozepa, BHHMaTeIbHO OCMAaTpPHBasi OKpec-
THOCTHM, M BHE3allHO HATKHYJCSl Ha BTOpOH psil BayHOB,
MOYWHMH napaulenbHo neppoMy. S mowén saons Hero. bes
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BCSAKOTO COMHEHHs, 3TO ObUIM OCTATKH KAKOI'O-TO OFPOMHOIO
COOpYXeHH, 1T0 BUAY OY€Hb JpeBHETO. Y HAc MOSBWICS IHAHC
BBIATH K 3IaHMIO, WIK XOTs Obl pa3BIMHaM, B KOTOPBIX MbI
MOIJIM HaWTH YKPEITHE.

— IlpaBwibHOo, — cornacwicsa Ut. — Ho s1 6b1 Ha TBOEM
MecTe MNOTOparvIMBaiICca. TydH TakKue, 4TO CKOpPO COBCEM
CTEMHeeT, H, N0-MOoeMy, MaxHeT rpo3oii. Eciu B 310 03epo
[00aBUTL €€ BOMBI...

VY Hero He 6BUIO HEOOXOAUMOCTH NMPOLOJIKaTh. S nmphirai ¢
OIHOTO MOKPBITOTIO IPsI3bI0 BATYHA Ha PYToid, IPHCIYUIMBA-
SICh, HE TIPO3BYYHT JIM NpeIyTIpeAUTENbHLIH yaap rpoMa (rnpas-
Ja, HEM3BECTHO, CONPOBOXAAIOTCH JIM IPO3bl Ha 3TOM IUIaKeTe
IPOMOM), H B CTpaxe oXuaas NepBbIX Kamneiab noxnas. Berep
YCHWIMBAJICS, H IO HaC IOHECJIOCh KAKOE-TO IYJIKOe 3aBbIBAHHE,
yCNBIIIAB KOTOpOE, s 3aMep Ha MecTe, ogiHako HIT ycrniokown
MEHS.

— DT0 He rojloc XHBOIO CYLIECTBa, NMPOCTO 3BYK, — OH
TNIPHHIOXMBAJICS TaK X€ CTapaTe/ibHo, KaK M TPYOKOHOCDIH
Ty3eMell.

broxu Tenepb CTOSUIM BIPHTHIK APYT K ApYTy, obpasys
CTEHY, U g CIIPBITHYJ1 BHU3, YTOOBI MATH PSAAOM C Heii. Bckope
OHa yXe INMOoJHMMaJach Bbillle MO€i ronioBbl. B €€ TeHn GbUIO
CJIIMILIKOM TE€MHO, U f TOCTENIEHHO BbILIE] Ha OTKphITOE
TNPOCTPAHCTBO.

Yepe3 HeKOTOpPOE BpeMs A MOMbITaJICA CHOBAa B306paThCcs Ha
CTeHy, 4YTOObl OMIANETh OKPECTHOCTH, HO BEpXHSAsA YACTB
6n0KoB Gonblie He ObUIa ropu3oHTaNbHONH. EE€ moxphrramu
TopyYallye Noj pa3HbIMH YIJIaMH BLICTYTIb], O EepBOHAYAIbHOM
¢opMe KOTOPLIX OCTAaBAJIOCH TONBKO JOTaAbIBAThCA, HACTOb-
KO OHH BbIBETPWIHCh U CTEPIHUCH.

C 3TO# CTOPOHBI CTEHbI He ObUIO BUOIHO HUKAaKMX NPH3Ha-
KOB HaBOJHEHMS, TOJNBKO KOE€-TAE€ BOJIHBI TEepexsECTbIBATH
Yepe3 rpebeHb, Na BALSUIOCh HECKOJIBKO BBIBEDHYTHIX BOJOH
OrpoMHbIX GUIOKOB.

Jlec xoHuywnca. Mul ABUTraJiMCh Yepe3 NycTolllb, MOPOCLIYIO
HEBBICOKMM KycTapHHKoM. TaM, rae HJojeTaBuiMe OO Hac
OphI3ry YBIAXHUIM NMOYBY, BHAHENACh CKpbITas TNOA HeE#
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MOCTOBAasi, TakKasd Xe OIUVIaBJI€HHasl, KaK M ITOBEPXHOCTb
CTEHE:I.

Ecau a8 wén no mopore wid OBOpY, TO BTOpad CTeHa
OTCYTCTBOBIA. Ty4M CIyllanuch M YEpHENH, YNAaJH IepBble
xaru poxas. CTeHa OT Hero He 3alyiliaia, a JpYroro
YKPBLITHSI B 3TOM NOpOCIIEN PEeAKOH PaCTUTEIbHOCTBIO Mec-
THOCTH He 6nU10. S nmobexan, HO KaXablil Liar 1aBaJicsl MHE C
TpynoM, MT 1 cBEPTOK NAaBWIM Ha IUIEYH.

Bapyr creHa, BIOJb KOTOpPCH s GeXas, KpyTo CBepHy’ia
BJIEBO U 3aKOHYWIACh OTOPOXEHEBIM C TPEX CTCPOH TYTIMKOM.
Kpbllla Hag HUM NpOBAIWIACH, HO 3TH TPH CTEHBI BCE Xe
NpeacTaB/IsUTH OO0 HEeIUIOX0e YKPBITHE ITO CpaBHEHHIO C TEM,
YTO HaM Mnomajajloch Ao cux nop. Ecau Ol HaM ypanoch
clieJlaThb HaBec, 3aKpeIHB €ro Ha 00JIOMKAX CTEHbI, Mbl MOTJIH
Obl He GosIThCS Tpo3bl. KpoMe Toro, MHe He XOTeJI0Ch ITPOa0JI-
XaTh ITyTh B TeMHOTe. [1o3ToMy 51 ToTYac ycTpeMWIcs B TyIIMK
M ONMYCTWICSI Ha KOPTOYKM B TOM YIJIy, KOTODBIH, KaK MHe
II0Ka3ajl0Ch, MOT MOCJTYXMTb JIy4ll€} 3allUTOi NMpH Hanaae-
HHM. Mbl npykanuch APYT K APYTY, 1 C FOJIOBOH HaKpbuUICs
MOJIOTHHILEM TKaHH, a T ycTponwicss Ha MOUX KOJIEHSIX; HOYb
M 6ypsi OITyCTWIMCh Ha Hac.

Ho TeMHOTa BOKpYT Hac noyeMy-To pefeiia. YCTPauBasiCh
noynobHeii, s 3aMEeTWI TYCKJIoe CBEYEHME, HMCXOIMBLIEE OT
MELIOYKA, B KOTOPOM JieXal KAMEHb. 3aIJIsSHYB B LUENOYKY, A
yBHIE/l NPOOMBaBLIMICS HM3HYTPH TOHEHBKHI JIYYHK CBeTa.
Kak ¥ B nepBblii pa3, OH CHOBa peruCTPHpPOBaJl NPUCYTCTBHE
3Hepruu. Bo3MoxHo, OH cTpeMWIcs K 3THMM BatyHaM. Ecnu s
Nnpas, TO HEe MPHUBeJia JIM HAC cniacaTesibHasi LIUTIONKA MpSIMO Ha
CBOIO POJIHYIO IUIAHETY, OTKYla ApPeBHUH KOpabib cTapToBa
BEYHOCTb ToMy Ha3an? Takoe npeanojioxXeHHe Heb3s 6bUIO
oT6poCcHTb Kak coBeplileHHO paHTacTHYecKoe. Ha cnacaress-
HOW LWIIONKE MOIVIO COXPaHHTLCH YCTPOMCTBO, crnocobGHoe
HaxolWTb NyTb K NOMY, a apeHdyioluii kopabib, BronHe
BEPOSITHO, NMoTepre KatacTpody BcKope nocsie B3nETa. Bapyr
Mbl, CAMH TOTO He 3Hasl, 3aMKHYJIH KPYT, BEDHYB KOJIbLIO Ha Ty
TUIaHETY, rAc OHO ObUI0 M3roTorneHo? Ho Bo3pacT KaMEHHBIX
rI1b16 3a MOEH CIIMHOI He OCTARJISUI COMHEHHIA: Te, KTO HEKOrad
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XIWIN 30ech, JaBHbIM-IaBHO crUHynU. CkKopee Bcero s Ha-
TKHYJICSA Ha CJlelbl, OCTaBJICHHble OJHOH M3 LIMBWIM3aLMH
npeaTed, 0 KOTOPLIX MBI 3HaeM TaK MaJlo, YTO JAaXe 3aKaTaHe
MOTYT TOJILKO CTPOUTDb NPEATNONOXEHHUS.

He Mory ckazaTb, 4TO6BI 1 BCIO XH3Hb MEYTaJ NIPOBECTHU
HOYb, Nnepexunas Oypio cpeay pa3BajIMH COOPYXEHHH, BbI-
CTPOEHHBIX HEUCYUCIMMOE KOJIMYECTBO JIET TOMY Ha3al HEU3-
BECTHBIM HapoaoM. B nouckax aAparolieHHbIX KaMHeii 51 He pa3
Momnanayi BO BpaXIeOHble YelOBEKYy MHpBI, HO TOTAa BCEM
pyxoBoaui BoHaap, MHe Xe OCTaBa10Ch TOJILKO I10J1araThcsl Ha
€ro ombIT U 3HaHHUA. El€ paHbie, B TpyAHblE MUHYTHI s
obpaljajicsi K OTLY, U OH He TOJLKO 3alllMLIaJl MEHS, HO H
JeJIWICS CO MHOM 3alUCAMHM, KOTOpble MOIJIM NMPUIOAUTHCS
MHe B XH3HH.

A, chéXUBLINCE, CHOE Ha 3eMJIe, U O0XIb GapabaHWI no
TOHKOI TKaHH, KOTOpasi OIHA YKpBIBaJIa MEHs OT rpo3bl. Moé
CO3HaHMe OTKA3bIBAJIOCh BOCIIPHHUMATh HOYb, YYXKHE CTEHBI,
HeJb3s NMOCTOSTHHO ObITH HacTopoxe. Sl MBICJIEHHO BEepHYJCsS
B Ipoluwioe, B TOT J€Hb, KOIla OTell BIEpBble INOKa3ajl MHe
konblo ¢ KamHeM Ilpearey (Tak OH ogHaXabl Ha3Ball €ro),
OpOCHBLIHMM BBI3OB €r0 JIOOOMBITCTBY H NpodeCCUHOHATbHbIM
3HaHUSAM.

Ero Hauum Ha gpefidyioumeM B KocMoce Tejle oAeToro B
ckadaHap cyuiecTtBa. Bo3aMoXHO, OH ObUT OMHHM M3 WICHOB
3KWIMaXa HNOKMHYTOro Kopabns. Yenosek, yOMBLIMI oOTLA,
nepepsUT MOTOM BCIO KOHTOPY, NnbITasich HaiiTh Kamens [1pen-
Tey.

IloroM Mbl ¢ BoHmapoM AcTioM nonaiyd B JIOBYUIKY B
TpakTHpe Ha TaHde. be3dycioBHO, aesio ObUIO HE B CyYyaiiHO
yKa3aBlleii Ha Hac cTpeJike Bordka. Bc€ 6pu10 3apaHee npoay-
MaHo. O4YeBMIHO, OHH PACCUYMTHIBAIH, YTO MBI OKaXeM COTIpO-
THBJICHHE CBSILIEHHOCIYXHUTE/NSIM, 1 Hac 060UX yObET pa3b-
ApEHHas Tonna. OHU He MOIJIN NPeAYCMOTPETh TOTO, YTO MHE
yaacTcsl BbIpBaTbCSl M3 TPaKTHpa M fobeXaTbh JO CBATHIHMLIA.

A Bo3MyTWwiICS NpH MBICJIM O TOM, KaK MeHsl OOMaHyn
OcTpeHa. A Toproeel BO MHe MoXaJjie]l O AParolieHHOCTSX,
KOTOPBIMM §1 pacIUIaTWICS 3a Npoe3fl, OpraHM30BaHHbI ApY-
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riMH monbMH. Atax, MeHS HOMXHBI OLUIM NOCTaBMTb Ha
BeiicTap 1 BbLIATH TEM, KTO 3aIUlaTH 32 Mo€ crniaceHHre. Hoc
KakKoii nemio? TomsKo roToMy, YTO s OBUI CBIHOM CBOEIo OT1Ia,
BO BCSHKOM CJIydae, CUHTJICSI €ro CHIHOM, M MOT YKa3aTh, Iae
HaXoAHWTCA NpeaMeT, KOTOpHIi Tenepb TycKo Grecten y MeHs
Ha rpyau?

Kak xe MHe ynanoch criacTuch? JIuxopanxa; s moauenui e€
Ha Tande win B ToOM Ge3bIMIHHOM MHUpeE, XHTSJIH KOTOPOTO
TAUHCTBEHHO HcYe3H. bone3Hb Hayanach COBEpUIEHHO BHeE-
3alTHO, HO KaK pa3 BOBpeMsl — O4YeHb CTpaHHO!

— Tw npaB, — orBetw1 MHe HT. OH YacTo ymoTpe6isn
HMMEHHO 3TH CJIOBA [UIs BhIpaXeHHA coryiacusa. — Trl npaB. U3
Bceil KOMaHIbl 3a00Ji€N Thl ONUH, NIOYEMY XE TOJIbKO ceiyac
3TO MOKAa3a10Ch TeOe YIUBUTEIbHBIM?

— He 3Hao. Banbkupua BbiOpana MO0 KalOTYy, YTOOBI
POIMUTb, HO 3TO OBUIO YMCTOM CIIy4aHHOCTBIO.

— Tul yBepeH B 3TOM?

— Tro1 Xe He Mor?.. — a yTo, ecu oH Mor? Korna s Hamén
HMrta u BanbkupHio B cBoeii KaloTe, €ro TeJio BLIIVIAAEIO
COBEpPLIEHHO GECMOMOILIHBIM, HO TOBOPHT JIH 3TO O TOM, YTO
ero ym?..

— Tb1 HaunMHaewb coobpaxarh, — 3aMeTHn UT omobpu-
TeabHO. — MeXay HaMH yXe TorAa yCTAaHOBWIACh NpHUcyluas
HaM 6;1m30cTh. UJeHB! 3KMNaXa XWIH 3aMKHYTHIM KJIaHOM.
MHe Tpe6OBaIOCh HANTH KOro-TO, He CBA3aHHOIO C HMMH,
TOro, KTo MoT 6bl MpeAOCTaBHTh MHE TO, B Y€M s TOraa boJiblie
BCEIO HYXIAJICSA: 3alIMTY, BO3MOXHOCTb CIIaCTUCh GercTBOM,
noka s 6pu1 ew€ odeHb cnab. [losxe 9 O6b1 M caM Mor
NPOTUBOCTOSITh JIIOOOH OMacHOCTH. A Toraa s HyXIalics B
apyre.

— IToatoMy ThI coenan Tak, 4Tobnl 1 3abonen!

— A nuuib cnerka H3MeH W1 COCTaB onpeae/IE HHbIX XHAKOC-
Tel Tena. BTo He Morlo Tebe NOBpeAMTb, — €ro OTBET
npo3By4yal TaK CaMOJOBOJIbHO, YTO Y MeHS Ha MIHOBEHHE
BO3HHKJIO XeJIaHMe BBILIBBIPHYTh MiTa B TEMHOTY HaBcTpeyy
HEH3BECTHOCTH.

— Thbl 3TOrO He clenaellb, — OTBETWI OH Ha MOIO He JI0
KOH1a copMyITHPOBAHHYIO MbIcib. — S BLIGpan HMeHHO TeOst
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HE TOJIbKO U3 coobGpaxeHHit LiesiecoobpasHOCTH. Mexny HaMHu
CYyllIeCTBYET CBA3b, OCHOBaHHas Ha ropasfno 6osiblieM, YeM
BpeMcHHas HeoOXOAMMOCTb. Sl TOBOPKII YXX€ O NpHUCYLIei HaM
6nn3octy. Trl 3Haellb, YTO TEJI0, KOTOpoe 51 ceidac Holly, He
COBCEM COOTBETCTBYET JaHHOM KOHKPETHOI ¢aze Moero cy-
LecTBOBaHMA. S, KaK Mor, ycoBeplIeHCTBOBaJI ero. Bo3zmox-
HO, B OyayuieM, NMpH HaIUMYHMM BpEMEHU H CPEACTB, MHe
yaactes clu€ u3MeHHTh ero. Ho Mou opraHbl 4yBCTB HYXHBI
Tebe, TaK Xe KaK MHe TBOSI MOlIb M cwia. MHe kaxercs, Thl
yXe NOHsUI, KaKue MpeuMMYIIecTBa CYJIMT Hallle COTpyaHHYeC-
TBO. MuI ellié nanexko He B 6e3onacHocTH. HaM He oboiiTHCh
6e3 BzauMomnoMouty. B manpHelilieM Mbl MOJMYYHM BO3MOX-
HOCTBb BbIOOpa M paccTaHeMcs, CJIH 3aXOTHM.

DT0 3ByYaNo pasyMHO, XOTS MHE U He XOTeJIOCh ITPUZHABATbD,
YTO B KPOLUEYHOM IMyLIMCTOM TeJblie, KOTOPOE s MOT pa3fa-
BHTb OJHOI PyKOif, 3aK/TiCYeHa JIHYHOCTD, criocoGHas 3acra-
BUTb MEHs NPHUHATb HaBsI3aHHbIE MHE YCJIOBHS COTallleHH.
B npouwioM A BE;T JOBOJBHO 3aMKHYTHI 06pa3 xu3uu. Mou
oTHouleHHs1 ¢ XaiiBenoM IXXOpPHOM He BLIXORMIY 3a paMKH
OTHOLUCHUH MeXIy YUEHUKOM U YUUTeNIeM, MIadiHM obuue-
poM H KoMaHayowuM. Y Bonpapa Actna 6b1 nérxuii xapak-
Tep, U OH HMKOIIa He 3aMbIKajica B ceGe, KaK MOii OTel, HO
TNOCTYTIMB K HEMY Ha CJITyX0Y, 1 CHOBa 0Ka3aJIC B ICJIOXEHUH
noguMHEHHoro. KpoMe HHMX s He ObLI CBfI3aH HHM C OJHUM
ADYTHM Ye€JIOBEKOM WIH CYLIECTBOM. A Temnepb S BO BCEM
nosuHoBaIcad YTy, M MHe nokasanoch, YToO AJIS 3aKIIOYEHHUS
HalIero coriallieHUs1 MOero COorMlacHsl BOBCe He TpeboBaJoCh;
nono6bHo Xaiiseny u Bonnapy, AT 3aknioynn ero no co6¢cTBeH -
HOMY XenaHulo. OIHaKo Ha 3TOT pa3 51 pa3o3NWicss — eMy s
He cobMpasicsl NOAYMHATLCSH.

— OHy unyr! — Bosriac Mita MrHOBEHHO BbIBEJ1 MEHS U3
COCTOSIHMS 3aIyMYHBOCTH.

MBI Tak J0JITO He BUAEH Ty3eMLEB, 4TO 5 NepecTa XAaTh
HX nosirneHus. Ecim oMM HananyT Ha Hac, TO Hallle YKpbITHE
OKaXeTCs 3anagHEN.

— Cxonbko ¥ rae? — WUt npas: B Nono6HOI CHTyaLHH
JIyyllle ToJlaraThCsi Ha €10 OpraHsl YyBCTB.

— Tpoe, — orBetn UT yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems. — OHH
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NPOJABUTAIOTCS OYeHb HepeunTenbHo. [To-MoeMy, 3TO0 MecTo
npeacTapisieTcsa UM onacHbIM. C ApyToii CTOPOHBI, OHU XOTAT
€CTb.

Kakoe-To MrHOBeHME CMBIC/I CKa3aHHOIO He JOXOOWI A0
Mens. [TotoM g ouencHen.

— Trul xo4yeurb ckazarp?!

— Mpm1, BepHee Tbl, IIpeAcTaBisgeM coboit Msaco. Mue
TPYAHO BCTYTNaTh B KOHTAKT C TAKUM MPHUMHUTHBHBIM Pa3yMoOM.
Ho 51 ynasnueaoo ronon, caepxuBacMeiil cTpaxoM. OHH XpaHAT
BOCIIOMHHAEUE 00 OMAacCHOCTH, MOACTeperapuiei UX B 3TOM
MecTe.

— Ho, Tpona, KoTopy10 Mbl BUAEIH — 3[€Ch X MHOXECTBO
OWYH, — S BCIIOMHIUT CBEXME CJiebl, CBUAETEILCTBCBaBLINE
O MHOTOYHMCJIEHHBIX XHBBIX CYlLIECTBaX, a TAKXKe TO, C KAKOH
JIErKOCTHIO PLIOOJIOB BBIYAWI CBOIO HOOBIVY.

— Tut npaB. He nmonumalo, noyeMy Mul NpHBJIEKAaeM HMX
CWIbHee, YeM Gosiee nérkasa moberya, — WUT aeiicTBUTEILHO
Kasajics o3agadyeHHbIM. — S He 3Hal0 NMpHYMHBI. HX pasym
CJIIMIIKOM YYXI, CJIMIIKOM NPHMHTHBEH, 4YTOOBl si MOT C
JIETKOCTBIO YUTaTh B HEM. Ho OHM BO36yxXAeHBI M IepecTav
co6I1I0aTh OCTOPOXHOCTb. OHH OCOOEHHO OMNAaCHBI B TEMHOTE.

A Haugynman ¢oHapuk Ha nosice. Ecnm 3TH cylnectsa
OXOTATCS B OCHOBHOM IO HOYaM, TO JIy4, HalpaBlIeHHbI UM
B IVIa3a, BEPOSITHO, OCTAaHOBUT HMX Ha MrHoeeHue. Ho Mos
cobCcTBEeHHAs MIYTIOCTh, 3aCTaBUBILAA MEHS BbIOpaTh B Kayec-
TBe ybexilla 3Ty HOpPY C HaBUCAIOLIMMH Hal HaMHM CTEHaMH,
MOXET CHIrpaTh PELUAIOUIYIO POJb U OOEpHYThCA NMPOTHB Hac.

— Bc€ He TaK yX wioxo, — sMewiancs Ut. — FHonpobyem
3aJ1e3Th Ha CTEHY.

— A He Mory. Ho ecnu T1ebe 31O ymacrtes, ne3p! —
npuKasan .

A noyyBcTBOBaJI, KaK Kpaif HAaTAHYTOrO MOBEpPX Hac NoJIOT-
HHULIA pe3KO AEPHYJCS.

— Ilyctu, — norpeGosan WUt. — S 3ane3y HaBepx, M,
BO3MOXHO, MOM KOITH CNacyT Hac 060HX, — OH CIIPLITHYJ Ha
3eMJII0 ¥ TOTallWIl MOJIOTHMLIE 33 coboif, XOTd ero ronosa
KJIOHMIACh HabOK MOA TSKECTHIO TKAHHU.

— INonHUMU MeHs, KaK MOXHO Bblllle, — CKOMaHIOBaJ OH,

— W HPHAECPXHU 3Ty WITYKY!
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S momyMHWICA ero npHkKasy. [{pyrux npeaoXersii y MeHs
He ObUTO, KpOMe TOIO, 32 BpeMsi Hallero OGLICHUS S ycieln
oueHuTh VITa no mocronucisy. S MOQHSLT €10 HaJ TONOBOM U
JepXaJl TaK, [TOKa He TOYYBCTBOBQJI, UTO OH 3aLEMWICA 3a
CTeHy W NOATAHYJICA HaBepX. 3aTeM s Tepedal eMy KOHell
TNOJIOTHHIIA M TIPHMACPAKUBAA €ro Ha EBecy, YToObl OHO He
crauiwio Mta obpatHo. BHe3amHO nonoTHHlIE nepecTalo
DEprartecs.

— IIpuBsDKM K HEMY HOX M OTTYCTH, — npuxasan Ur.

BBInycTUTb M3 PYK MOE e IMHCTBEHHOC OpyKHe? DTO NIPOCTO
6esaymue! OgHako, XOTS BCE BO MHE INPOTHBHIOCH 3TOMY
PACTIOPSTKEHHIO, PYKH YK€ MPUBSA3bIBAIH HOX K KOHLLY CBELIH-
Balolerocs nojloTHUa. Jlaxe ckBo3b Oypro MHe ObLIO CJIBILI-
HO, KaK OH 3BEHeJ U CTy4Yal O KaMHHM, noka Mt tawmn ero
HaBepX.

S nomepHy/NCcs JULOM K BbIXxoAdy M3 YKpbiTusai. UT He
NMpeayTipexnal MeHs] 0 HeOOXOAUMOCTH GBbITh HACTOPOXeE, HO
s1 He COMHEBAJICS B TOM, YTO Ty3eMLIbl HE MelUKas NMpHOJIXKa-
IOTCd K HaM noj NOKpoBOM Hoyd. S Haxal Ha KHOIKY
¢doHapHKa U OCBETHJI IIPOXON.

OHHU AEHCTBUTENBHO YXe CTOSUIM Y BbIXoAa ¢ AYOMHKaMH
HarotoBe. Ho Koraa niyy cBeTa BhIXBaTHJI MX U3 TEMHOTBI, OHU
3aMOPTaJIM H, OTKPbIB MaJIEHbKHE PThl, 3aKPHYTH BICOKHMH
TpyOHBIMHU rojiocaMy. ToT, YTO CTOSLT MocepeArHe, ymaa Ha
KOJIEHH M NOAHSUI PYKY, TbITasCh 3acCIOHUTD .CBOE yXXacHoe
JIMLIO OT CBeTa.

— Csanu, cBepxy! — MbICIeHHBIH OKpHK HTa mpo3Byyan
TaK Xe FpOMKO, KaK ecsii Obl pa3nancs y MeHs B yuax. Yro-
TO KOCHYJIOCh MOETO IuUleya, f MOAHSUI pyKy M HaTKHYJICS Ha
KOHeLll IOJIOTHH1IA. Y XBaTUBIUMCH 32 HEro, 1 noTsaHyl. OHo He
ynano — VT 3akpenui ero HaBepxy, 4 110 HEMY, KaK I10 KaHaTy,
MOXHO ObUIO BbIOpaThcsl B Ge30nacHoe MecTo.

Ho xak noBepHyTbcsi CHHHOH K TEM TPOHM, OCJEILIEHHBIM
cBeToM? CKOJBKO BpeMEHH MHeE YOacTcs CcAEepXHBaThb HX
HaTtHck? [Ipunérca pucKHyTD.

Tonbko 6bl 3Ta UMIIPOBH3UPOBaHHAA BepEBKa BblAEpXaia
Moii Bec! CHoBa puck.  noanpbirHyn1 U o6eMMH pyKaMH
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CXBAaTWICH 33 paCKAYHBAIOLLYIOCA TKAHb, OTKMHYJICSI HEMHOTO
Hasall, ynépcsa HoraMH B CTEHY M II0JIe3, WIM, BEpHEE CKa3aTh,
nowén BBepX M0 CTeHe, AepXach 3a MOJOTHHUILE.

I'nasa 10

Ho ot aGopureHoB 6bL10 He TaK-TO NPOCTO OTAENaThCS.
OHM 3aBU3XaJH, 3aNTylLIMB 1IyM Oypu. TspKENbIA npeaMer c
DJIyXHM CTYKOM YIapWICS O CTEHY BCero B HECKOJIbKHX JloHMax
OT MEHS M, OTCKOYHMB, yNaJl Ha 3eMJTI0. S1 He ycren BLIKIIOYUTD
¢oHapHK, M JIyd CBETAa METAICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTODOHY, NOKA
s1 JIe3 BBEpX IO CTcHe, cracasch OT Ty3eMLeB. BosaMoxHo, HX
cOWI C TOJNKY 3TOT NpBITAIOIIHiA JIyd CBETa, WIH OHHU He
CJIMUIKOM XOpOLUO BIaAENU yOMHKaMH, HO JIMIIb OJHA U3 HUX
3afesia Ha JIeTy Moo Hory. Sl eaBa He BBHIMYCTWI M3 PyK
IOJIOTHHILE.

Crpax npunal MHe HOBble CHJIbI, H 5 TOJie3 BBEPX K
HEpPOBHOMY TIpeOHI0 cTeHbl. Hora oHeMmesna, Ha He€ ObUIO
CTpalllHO CTynaTh, 51 TOJI3, KaK paHeHOe XHBOTHoe. MHe
BCTIOMHWIMCH KOITM Ty3eMLEB, C HX IIOMOLIbIO UM Oyner
HETPYAHO 3a6paTbcsi Ha CTEHY.

Hagepxy nyn cuIbHBII BeTep, JIWn Aoxab. S naxe He ayman,
YTO CTEHA CJTyXIWIa TAKUM HaIEXHBIM YKpbITHEeM. XBaTasich 3a
obnoMku 3yOLOB, s Kapabkajicsi BBEpX, TOJBKO OAWH pa3
OCTAHOBHBIINCH I TOro, YToObl BBIKTIOYHTL (JOHAPHK: OH
MOT BbIaThb HM Hallle MCCTOHaXOXIeHHeE.

— Brniepén, Tenepb HanpaBo M NpsIMO, — KoMaHaoBan UT.

TlonoTHHIIE KOHYWNIOCH, S OOMOJ3 A0 TOTO MECTa, Ile OHO
Kpenwioch NpH NOMOIIM HOXa, BOTKHYTOIO B LUEJIb MEXIY
BLIBETPMBLIMMHUCS KaMEHHBIMM 3YOLIaMHM; 1 C TPYAOM BbITa-
LU €70 M CyHYN cebe 3a rnosic.

Hanpago u npsamo? Byps GywieBana ¢ Takoil CUNIOi, YTO 5
He cpa3y coobpa3wu, rae npaso, a rae Jepo. Ecin g nocneayio
yxasaHuAM Hra, To MHe NpuAETCcs nepene3Tbh Yepe3 CTEHY,
ONHAKO CIYCK BHHM3 SIBHO HE BXOAWN B €ro IUIAHBbI.

Bonoya 3a co6oii 601bHYI0 HOTY, i MOMNOMA3 B YKa3aHHOM
HalpaBJicHUM M OOHapyXWj, YTO B 3TOM MECTE OT Halleif
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CTEHBI O] TPSIMBIM YTJIOM OTXOAUT ApyTasi, KoTopas BeOET KaK
pa3 B Tyna, kyna MeHs 3Ban UT. A ¢ TpyaoM npoasurancs
BIiepéN: rpeGeHb CTeHbl OBUI CWIBHO BBIUIEPOIEH M YcesH
obnorMkamu 3youoB. [Ipaena, ecau 6b1 He OHH, MeHS OLI AaBHO
yXe CHECJIO BETPOM.

Huyero He OputOo BHMAHO. [Ipuxommnoch ABUraTthcsi Ha
OLLIYTIb U HoJIaraThcsl Ha yKa3aHus Vita. 1 Bc€ Bpemst ¢ yxxacoMm
XKIaJI, YTO BOT-BOT YCJIbIIIY BHU3T IpeCieaylOLIMX Hac BOOpY-
JKEeHHBIX TyOMHKaMM TY3eMILEB.

OneMeBlI251 HOTa NMOCTENEHHO NpUcOpeTana YyBCTBUTE b~
HOCTb, HO Tenepb Hayajla HbITb, €clM S 3aleBajl €l 3a
BBICTYTIBI, TO BbUI OT Goiu. S naxe He mwitancs Berath. Ilo
TaKoil HEPOBHOM INMOBEPXHOCTH MNEpeNBUraThCs Jiyyuie ObUIo
MOJI3KOM.

OcTaBHMB YKpBITHE, Sl YCTPEMMWICSI BNEPEN, B TEMHOTY U
HeM3BECTHOCTL. [locnblliancst rayxoii pés, NnepeKphiBalolIMi
uryM OypH. S nBurasicsi npsAMo B TOM HamnpaBJICHHUH, OTKYa OH
pasfmaBajics.

MHe cTano cTpaliHo. YKpPhIBIIMCH OT BeTpa 3a 6onblioi
116004, 8 3aXEér ¢oOHapUK U OCBeTHWI cebe MmyTb. JIyy ckonb-
3HYJ 10 TPeGHIO CTEHHI M yTIaJl B MYCTOTY.

S nocBeTWn Iy4oM BHM3, cnipaBa oT cTcHbl. Boaa, peBywas
Boda, TpoOMBalolias cebGe NOpOTy Cpeliu HArpoMOXAEHUs
ckan. HanpaBuB J1y4 BneBo, s1 3aMETHI K2KOE-TO COODYXEHHE
H IOJITHOCTBIO OCBETHJI €I0.

He6Gonbas Bo3BuiwieHHOCTh WK xoam? Her. [pasaa, oHo
MOpOC/IO PacTeHUSMH, BCILIXMBABLUMMM NMOJ JIY4OM M NpO-
IOJDXKaBLUWMU CBETHTLCS iaXe TOCJie TOro, Kak JIyd yXonui B
cropoHy. OKpyTJloe coOpyXeHHe, BO3BbillaBllieecss Hal cTe-
HOI M mpocTHpaBuieecss B TEMHOTY TaK JajieKo, 4YTO Jiyd He
ROCTaBaJI IO €ro Kpas.

Bona, OuBLIAsicd O HapyXHbIHi Kpali CTEHbl, C OIHOM
CTOpOHbI NOAMbBLNA €€, HO, OYEBHAHO, KilaaKa ObLia HaCTONbLKO
NPOYHOIA, YTO ycTOs/a BO BpeMsl HaBOAHEHUs. S 1wapun 1ydoM
Mo yyacTKy XOJIMa PSiOM CO CTEHOM, MBITasACh BBISICHHUTb,
yanacTcsi JIM MHe Tyaa nepebparbcs. Ho ero noBepxHocTh, XoTb
M ObL1a NMOKpBITA pacTEHMsSIMM, BCE XE Ka3ayaCh CIAMLUKOM
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cKoub3koii. KpoMe Toro, npuxoauioch y9UTHIBaTh, YTO Y MEHA
HET NMPOCTPAaHCTBA Ui pa3bera.

— Hy, — o6patuncs s x Uty, — xyna nansiue? B Boxy? Wm
OTPaCTHM KpbUIbSl U B3JIETUM B Hc60?

OH HHYETO He GTBETHI, U s BHE3aITHO HCHYTAICH, YTO OH
6pocui MeHs ogHoro. BoamoxHo, T, 3Has o cBoeii cnioco6-
HOCTH NpOOMPAThCA TaM, Ie s TOJbKO Mellajl, pellui JABH-
raThCs Jajbllle CAMOCTOSTENIBHO. 3aTeM IO MEHS JOHECCS €ro
OTBET, XOTS 1 U HE CMOT ONpeNeIUTh OTKya.

— Buu3 ¥ Hanepo. Boma ciona He gqoxoaMT. A B Kopabne
MOXHO YKPBITbCS.

— B kopabne? — s cHOBa OCMOTpEJ XOJIM, OCBETHB €I0
JydoM ¢oHapuka. BoaMoxHo, 3T0 ACHCTBUTENbHO ObLT KO-
pabib, XOTS U HE COBCEM NPHUBLIYHOU (POPMEIL.

— Tul nymMaelnnb, Bce Kopabyiv MMOXOXH ApyT Ha apyra? Jlaxe
TBOIi HapoJ CTPOMT KOpaOiH pa3HbIX THIOB.

KoHeuyHo Xxe, oH 6buU1 npaB. M3siiiHble KOpab/iy BONBLHBIX
TOPIOBLEB TNpedHa3HA4aloTcs I TOTo, YTOObl pacceKaTh
arMocdepy IUIaHET, a Kopal/liM nepecesieHLEB HacTOJNbKO
BEJIMKH, YTO BOOOHIE He MOIyT BOHTHM B armocdepy; NpH
Norpy3kKe NPpUXOAUTCS NepenpaBiATh NacCaXHPOB U NPUIACH
Ha CNELMAIbHbIX Cynax.

A noanons x kpaw creHbl. OrpoMHoOe, Bpocilee B 3eMITIO
COOpYXEHHEe HaXOQWIOCh HelaleKo oT MeHs. Ha HéM cumen
HT, ero X€cTKuid, MOXOXHii Ha MPOBOJIOKY MeX TOTOpLIWICSH
HECMOTpSA Ha AOXIb, OynaBOYHEbIE I'OJIOBKH IJ1a3 CBEPKAJIH B
cBete doHapuka. Sl B3MaxHy/1 pyKaMH U NpBITHYJ, B HaleXIe,
YTO CMOTY YIaYHO NpPHU3EMIMTLCA.

Ecnu 6b1 Ha MHe ObLTH GOTHHKHM C MAarHUTHBIMM TTOJOLIBA-
MM, 51, BO3MOXHO, yaepxaincs 6b1 Ha Horax. Ho cayunnocs To,
Yero s onacajcs:  COCKOJIb3HYJI BHU3 M MOMBITAICS 3aMeUTHTD
naieHHe, LUEIUIIACh PyKaMH M HOTAMH 32 XPYTIKHE CTeONH, ¢
KOPHEM BhIPBIBa LieJibie TUIACThI BJIaXHBIX paCTEeHMIi. YnaB Ha
3eMJTIO, 51 yIapWICs TaK CWIBHO, YTO Y MEHA AaXe NepexBaTWIO
IbIxaHHe. YUIHG/IeHHYI0O HOTYy NpOH3MWIa pe3kas 6onb, ¥ s Ha
MMT NOTEpsU1 co3HaHUe. MeHs NpuBeM B YyBCTBO NajaBlLINe
Ha JIMLIO KaIUTH KOXAA.
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Kopabib, eci 310 1eHCTBUTENBHO ObUT UMEHHO OH, JIMIb
HaIoJIOBUHY 3aKpbIBaJl MEHS OT OypH, BTOpas MOJIOBUHA MOETO
Teja nexana NMoi OOXAEM. BecCHibHO lapanas najabLiaMH
IpA3b, s C TPYIOM, HO 3aJie3 B YKPBITHE.

TaM 51 cxXajicsl B OLieTICHEHUH, TOYTH HUYETo He coobpaxas.
VY MeHsa He ObUIO HM CWI, HM XeJJaHHs OBUTaThCS AAIbLUE.
DoHapHK norac, H MeHs1 OKpPYXWIa CTeHa TEeMHOTbI, HeIpo-
HHLIaeMasl, KaK MOHOJIUTHbIE GJIOKH, MO KOTODPbIM 51 TOJILKO
4TO TI0N3.

— 3gech ecThb OTBepcTHEe, — cioBa MTa 3Byyanu B MOEM
CO3HAHHH, HO He BLI3LIBAIH Y MEHS HUYETO, KPOMe pa3ipaxe-
Hud. S 3akpbul mMa3a pykaMH U INoKayaja roJioBOM, CJIOBHO
TaKMM 0Opa3oM MOXHO ObUIO INpepBaTh ¢ HHUM cBsi3b. OH
NPHU3bIBU1 MEHS K JCHCTBUIO, a 1 HE COOMPAJICS NMOAYUHSTHCS
eMy.

— Ciona, 31ech eCcTb OTBEpCTHE, — BJIaCTHO nosTopwi UT.

A c TpynoM ornsinencs, NbITasich NMOHATD, T€ s HAXOXYCh.
Hora HeBbrIHOCHMO 6oJiefia, ¢ TeX NOp KaK MbI MPU3EMITWIHCh
B 3TOM HETOCTENIPUMMHOM MHpE OT MeHS NOCTOSIHHO Tpebo-
BJIMCh TAKHE YCWINs, YTO S COBEPILUEHHO BbLIOXCH.

U s 6bU1 Daxe pan 3ToMy. B caMoM feste, 11eBeabHYIOCH B
MOE€ii ToJIoBe, Y MEHs He ObUIO HM MMHYTBI ITOKOS € TeX Nop,
Kak s1 nepecTtaj MasThes OT Ge3nenusi Ha «BecTpuce».

MeHns Tep3an rosoa. B KoHTeliHepe, moaBelleHHOM MOBEPX
y3enKa, NepeKaTbIBaJIUCh HECKOJIBKO TOPOLIHH, HO OHH BbI3bi-
BIM Y MEHS OTBpallleHHe. DTo 6bUia He ena. Ema — 3rto
TopsTYMii BOPLITEKC BEJIWYMHOM C TapesKy, Lejasi ropa BKycC-
Hejilllero JIaTTPHUCOBOIO MIOpe, BO3AYLIHOIO, CIOOpPEHHOIo
OTAHOBBIM MAacJIOM U NPSTHOCTSIMU, OMJIET U3 TPAPaKCKUX SIMLI,
cJlerka NnoAcalu€HHLIA CHPOIIOM U3 NoYeK OapoYyHHKa, 3TO...

— Tonopnaloulero ceifyac cCOXpyT HIOXayHd, — OTPHIBHCTO
6pocun UT. — OHu Gonblie He HIOXAIOT NMOX CTEHOHW — OHHU
HalUTH NyTh B o0xox.

CekyHaoy TOMY Ha3al s HE MOT JaXe NOLIeBEJIMTLCH, HO
cinoBa Mta, XoTen oH Toro MM HeT, BLI3BAJIM B MOEM BOOOpa-
XEHHUHU KapTHHY, KOTopasl NMoAeHCTBOBaJa Ha MeHs, KakK yaap
61Mya Ha NleHNBoOe BbIOYHOE XHMBOTHOE. 1, npaBna, BCE paBHO
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He CMOT BCTaTh, HO CO BCeil BO3BMOXHOMN CKOPOCTBIO NONOJN3 Ha
YyeTBEpeHbKaX noj Kopabnb, Tyna, rae MeHs xnan UT.

A cHoBa nonkITaics 3aXe4yb GOHAPUK, HO Y MEHSI HUYEro
He BbILLIO. JJoJDKHO 6bITH, OH cIoMavics NpH nageHun. Ho rae-
To HenonaneKy cunen Ut u ykasbiBasl MHe, B KAKOM Hamnpas-
JNieHHH ABurarbcsa. OH HaIUEN He JII0K, 2 OTBEPCTHE B OOLIHBKE
xopabnsa. A mone3 HaBepX, NMOATSHYJCA 3a Kpai IpojioMa H
PacTAHYJICSI Ha HAKJIOHHOM TIOJTY TYCKJIO OCBELIEHHOTO KOpH-
Jopa.

Bokpyr c1abo cBeTHINCH pacTeHHs, NOAOOHBIE TEM, YTO A
yxe Bugen B jecy. Obosiouka Kopabna ObLia cioenaHa H3
CIUIaBa, CNIOCOOHOIO NMPOTHBOCTOSTh Pa3pylIMTEILHOMH cuiie
BpeMeHH. Ho BHyTpeHHHe 3JIeMEHTBI, CTHMB, TOCIYXWIH
TOYBOH [UIA pacTeHHMii, KOTOpble CHayaja pOCAH U LBEJH
NpsIMO Ha HHX, NTOTOM Ha OCTaHKaX CBOMX INpeAlleCTBEeHHH-
KOB, H, HaKOHell, NPOAYKThl, HAKONMMBLIHECS B pe3yJbTaTe
KpYTOBOPOTa XH3HH H CMEPTH, Pa3JIOXEHUs] U CHOBa XH3HH
3aNoJIHWIM MOYTH Bechb NMPoéM. OHH 0OBAIMBAJIMCH OTPOMHBI-
MM AYPDHONAXHYLUMMH I7bi0aMHM M OCBHINAJIM MEHS MbLUIBIO,
MOKa 1 HEYKIIIoXe NMpobHpascs Bnepén.

A nons no noBepxXHOCTH, KOTOpasi paHbllle, BEPOATHO, ObLIa
TOJIOM WIH CTeHOI# KopHunopa. OHa Bcsl 3apocjla paCTEHUSIMH,
HO TI0 Mepe TOro Kak sl NpOABHUTrajcs BriyOb, HX CTAaHOBHWIOCH
Menbllie. Sl MPUCIIOHWICA K CTEHE M OTIAHYJCA Hasax. MHe
NoTpeGOBA/IOCh NMPWIOXHUTb OMNpENeJEHHbIE YCWIHSA, YTOOLI
3aJ1e3Th BHYTPb, a HIOXaYH OTJIMYAIIMCh ropasao Gonee Moll-
HBIM TenocnoxeHueM. Jlaxe nmo ogHoMy MM OylneT Henerko
nposie3Th B NpoAe/JIaHHBII MHOH Npo€M. C HOXOM B pyKax f
CYMEIO 3alUTHTh BXOH B CBOE yOexmile. MbI cnipsaTaiuch or
BETpa, ¥ 10 HacC AOHOCWICS JIMLIb NPUIJTYIIEHHbIH LIyM OypH.

BHe3anHo s noaymai, He cioaa i cCTpeMWICS KaMeHb? Yto
ecaM o0cjienoBaB 3TOT Pa3BAIMBAIOLIMICA OCTOB APEBHETO
Kopabnsi, 1 HaTKHYCh Ha ell€ OOHO OpollieHHOEe MalllIMHHOoe
OTAEeNCHHE C AUIMKOM, NMOJIHBIM MEPTBHIX KaMHei?

A mocMoTpen BHH3 Ha MelIOYEK, B. KOTOPOM JieXaJl MO
cTpaHHBIH npoBoaHMK. Ho Tycknoe cBeyeHue, nosBuBlIeecs,
KOTZla MHl LU 1o 6osoTy, Tenepb nponaio. S BbIHY KaMeHb,
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HO OH OBUT TaKMM Xe€ TYCKIIBIM U 6e3XU3HEHHBIM, KaK H [0
Haulero NpUKIIOYeHUsI B KOCMOCE.

— OHH HIOXAIOT BOKPYT.

OnoHO M3 CBETSIUMXCS pPacTeHUMH, 3aKphIBaBUIMX BXOH B
NpoéM, APOTHYJIO, U S 3aMeTWI oTOpacsiBaeMyio UToM TeHb;
OH, CBEXMBUINCH, CHAEJ] OKOJIO BXOAA, BLITAHYB LUCIO MOJ
COBEPLIEHHO HEBO3MOXHBIM YTJIOM, H BCMaTpUBaJICsl B TEMHO-
Ty.

— OHH HIOXaI0T, HO UM cTpaltHo. OHH 60STCs 3TOTO MecTa.

— Moxert ObITh, OHM YHOYT, — NpeanoioxXuwi . MeHs
CHOBa, KaK HECKOJNbKO MTHOBEHMH TOMY Hasad, OXBaTHia
anatus. 5l He 6bU1 YBEpEH, YTO CMOTY MIOOHSTb HOX, IaXe eC/IH
OOMH U3 aGOPHUICHOB ITOITBITAETC CHJIOH NMpPOJIOXHUTH cebe
Jopory.

— [HOBoe yxonsar, — oreetwn Ut. — OquH ocraércsa. On
NpUTaWwIcs BHU3Y, HEMOJAJIEKY OT BXoJa. MHe KaxeTcs, OHH
MOMBITAIOTCS OCAAUTh Hac.

— Hy u nycts, — y MeHs 3akphIBaIuCh Ma3a. Hukoraa
paHblle A He HUCIbITBIBAJ TAKOH HEBEpPOSATHOM ycTanocTH. A,
BEpOSITHO, ObU1 onypMaHeH HAapKOTHMKAaMM M He cMoOr Obl
CONpPOTHMBISATLCS, AaXe eclid Obl 3Ha, YTO Halo MHOH yxe
3aHcceHa AyOMHKa youiusl. CHIbBI OCTaBUIN MEHS.

Bo3MoxHo, UT nbiTasicss MeHA NOAHATL, HO Y HETO HUYETO
He Bbluulo. OpHako g He cnan. Ckopee Bcero, MNbLIbLA
pacTEeHHII WIH UX pa3faBjieHHbIE JINCTbS BblIESIM HApKOTH-
YyecKoe BelLEeCTBO, NMOAEHCTBOBaBlllee Ha MEHS TaKMM obpa-
30M. M Tonbko nyy conHua, ynaBLUMil Ha Iiaza, pas3Gymaun
MEHs, U A 3aMopraj, ocjeriEHHbIH cBetoM. [lo kpaiiHeit
Mepe, MeHs He YOMJIM BO CHe, BSJIO MOAyMal Sl.

Bokpyr MeHsl BansiNCh Ky4H Ipsi3H, oOpylUMBLUHECS BHHU3
B TOT MOMEHT, KOraa s 3aje3an B nposioM. BbipBaHHbIE C
KOpHEM pacTeHHMS Ha4YIM THUTb M KH3[aBajli CUIbHBIK 3amnax.
Hx Tyckinoe MepuaHue mnoracno, Hactynun geHb. Crapasch
M36aBUTLCS OT YXXaCHOI'O 3amnaxa M'HWIH, sl MPOMNoJ3 Brepén K
cBeTy. PacTeHHUs, OKpyXaBlUHC 3a3yOpeHHble Kpas NMpoéMa,
3alIeBENIWINCh, H MHe HaBcTpedy Bbickoymn WUT, HacTpoeH-
HBIH TaK pelIUTENLHO, CIOBHO OH COBHpaca 3aCIOHUTb MEHS
OT ONMacHOCTH CBOMM KpOILLEYHBIM TeJIbLEM.
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— Hx MHOro, oHM XIyT, — NMPERyNPEAWT OH.

— Hioxaun?

— Jla. Ix MHOIo ¥ OHM BCE€ BpeMsl HAYeKy.

Toraa s, mATACH, OTNON3 NOAAbLIE OT OTBEPCTHS. 3A€eCh
PACTEHHIi OBUIO MaJIo, M BcKope s 106pajics K0 TOro MecTa, Tie
OHH BOOOllle HE POCJIH.

— A [IpyTHe JIIOKM WIH NpOJIOMbI?

— Hx Bcero nsa, — 6picTpo oTBeTIT UT. — OnUH BHU3Y,
HO THI B HETO He npoe3ellib. Ero Henb3s yrryOuTh, NOTOMY YTO
OH 3aKpHIT KaMeHHo# IuIMTOl. TaM paHblie, HaBepHOe, ObUI
oK. Bropoit — Ha MpoTHBONOJIOXHON CTOPOHE Kopabiid, HO
3a HUM cienar Hioxayd. OHH ropasno pa3yMHee, 4eM MHe
Ka3aJloCh paHblUe.

— Henbas HeqoolieHMBaTL NMPOTHUBHHKA, — 3TO ObUIH He
Mou caosa. Koraa-to ux mobun nosropsatbh Xaieen JIXXopH.
IlpaBna, Kak Temepb BBIICHWIOCH, 1 HE CJIHLIKOM 4YacToO
ClIeIOBAJI N0 COBETaM.

— He nonumMalo, 4To HMH IBHXET, — pa3sApaXEHHO cKa3all
HT. Y Hero nponaja Bcsl ero caMOYBEepEHHOCTDb, TaK BbIBOAUB~
mwas MeHd U3 ce6a. — OHHU Beab GoATCA 3TOro Mecra. 310
YyBCTBO BBIPaXE€HO Y HUX OY€Hb CWIbHO. M BCE Xe OHU cuaAaT
M TEpNEJIUBO XAYT, TIOKa Mbl HE BbUIE3EM.

— OyeBUAHO, UM IOBOAWIOCH 3arOHATbH XEPTBY B HOPY H
JOXMAATbCSi TOTO MOMEHTA, KOraa oHa BelbepeTcs oTTyna. Thl
CKa3aJl, YTO B MX TIOHUMaHHH A NPENCTABIAI0 cO00ii U3psIIHOE
KoaudecTBO Msca. OQHAKO Ha 3eMJie NOJIHO CJIENOB APYIMX
XHBOTHBIX.

— Cpean HEKOTOpBIX HapoNOB, CTOAILIMX Ha HM3LIHMX
CTYTIEHAX Pa3BUTHs, CYLLIECTBYET noBepbe, — AT CHOBa Hayan
MeHS Noy4yaTb, — YTO CBECTb TEJIO CYLIECTBA, BLI3BIBAIOLIETO
CyeBEpHBLIi yXac WiM 6JlaroroBeHHe, 3HayUT YCBOUTb €ro
HeoObIYHbIe KayecTBa. OHM CYMTAIOT TebGSI MMEHHO TaKMM
CYLIECTBOM.

— Ho B 3TOM ciyyae, OHM yXe BHACIH JIOAEeH WIH, MO
KpaliHeii Mepe, ryMaHOMIOB, — Y MEHA NOsABWIAch pobOKas
Hagexnaa. — OHM, KOHEYHO Xe, He MOIJIH COXPaHHUTb BOCIIO-
MMHaHHS O TeX JIIOASX, KOTOPbIe NOCTPOWIH CTEHY ¥ KOPaOJib.
Ilns 3TOro pyHMHBl CIWLIKOM IpeBHHE. A OHM HAacCTOJIbKO
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NPUMHMTHUBHEI, 4YTO, CKOpee BCETro, CIIOCOOHEBI COXPaHSTh Na-
MATh O TIPOMCXOASILIHUX COOBITMSAX MCKIIIOYHTEJLHO B BHIAE
TYMaHHBIX JIETEHI, Aa M TO JIMIUb B T€YEHUM HECKOJIBKHUX
MecsLEeB.

— IMocnymaiicsa cBoero cob6ecTBeHHOTO coBeTa. He cyau 060
BCEX IMKApSAX OQWHAKOBO. X maMsTh MOXeT oka3aTthbcs Gonee
KpENKoii, YeM y TpeacTaBUTeNeil MHBIX pac. Kpome Toro,
3HAHHUA HHOIAA NepelaloT NPU MOMOIIN HHCTUTYTa ClieHallb-
HO OOYy4YeHHBIX «3allOMHHATesIei».

W1 6111 paB. 3BepononoOHbIe, BOOPYXEHHbIE NyOHHKAMU
HIOXa4yH, BIIOJIHE BEpOSTHO, INepeNaBajii U3 TMOKOJEHHUS B
MOKOJIEHME JIEreHAbl O pace, HEKOraa CTPOMBLUEH Ha 3TOH
IUTAaHETE OIPOMHBIE COOPYXEHMs; HE MCKIIOYEHO, YTO MX
npeaKy Korga-t1o 6bUIH obpallieHbl B pabcTBO WIH IoABeEpra-
JINCh IypHOMY OOpallieHHIO H, B KOHEYHOM MTOre, YHHYTOXMU-
JIM TIpeAcTaBUTeNel ApeBHel packl. M Temepb oHM BoOOpa3u-
JiM, OyATO UMEIOT [IEeJI0 C OAHUM U3 CBOMX OBIBIIMX XO35€B, U
CTpeMSTCs NoiiMaTh MEHsl C TeM, YTOObl BOCCTAaHOBUTH CBOIO
BHYTPEHHIOIO 3HEPTHIO.

— C npyroii ctopoHbl, — npoposkan UT, — BO3MOXHO,
31€eCh NPU3EMJISUTUCH KOPaOJIM ¢ IPYTUX MUPOB, M Thl ObUI NpasB,
MpPeAroJoXHB, YTO TPEACTAaBUTENM HUHBIX pac CTAaHOBWINCH
J0OBIYE HIOXauyel, a UX «IyX» NMEpPEeXoAusl B Tesia YOUHL.

— DTO BCE OYEHDb MHTEPECHO, HO C NMOMOIILIO NOAOOHBIX
paccyXneHHH HaM oTcioga He BblOpaTbcsi. [loka Hioxayu
ZiepXaT Hac B Ocalle, Mbl HE MOXEM pa3fo0bITh HU MULIH, HU
MHUTbsI, HU APYTUX CPEACTB IUIS MOAACPXAHHS XH3HM.

CkasaB 3710, A AocTal oba KoHTeliHepa. ToT, B KOTOpoM
6bUIH ceMeHa, ML cabo wrypuian cogepxumbiM. Ho Bro-
poii, K MOEMY YAHBJICHHIO, 3aMETHO MNOTsIKeJies U oboapsiolle

OynbKan.
HT ocTasics noBoneH.
— Jloxap — 3TO Boma, — 3aMeTW1 OH. — Buepa e€ 6Gbu10

IOCTAaTOYHO [IsU1 TOro, 4YTOOBbl HaNoOJIHHTbL INOCTAaBICHHYIO B
HYXHOM MecTe OYTBLIKY.

Onarb oH MeHs nocpaMui. S nonpoGoBan conepXUMoe.
Bona uMena TOT Xe OCTpLIH TNPHUBKYC, YTO M XMAKOCTb C
Kopabns, TO.TLKO 34eCh OH OBl 3Ha4YUTebHO ciabee. A
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TNIOTMXOHBbKY NOTATMBaJ €€, B TO BpeMs KaK MHE XOTeJIOCh ITUTh
OrpOMHEBIMHM IVIOTKAMH, TIOTOM A IPOTAHYJ KaHHuCTpy M Ty, HO
OH OTKa3aJjcA.

— TIlpoiunoii HOYBIO A MMeJ BO3MOXHOCTb HAIIMTHCS, a
MoeMy TeJly He Hago MHEoro milard. B 3toM ogHo 3 ero
npeumylectB. Ho ¢ nuieit nena obecrosAT He Tak Gnectaule,
€CJIH TOJNBKO... — €ro llies BBITAHYJIAChb BO BCIO MJIMHY. OH
NPUCTAILHO Pa3sMIsAbIBAI JBUTaBLICeCs] B MpOE€Me CYUIECTBO.
A 3aTpynHsoch ONpeNcINTh, K KAKOMY BUOY OHO IPHHAIIE-
XaJjlo, KpoMe TOTo, Y MeHsl He GbUIO BpeMeHH pasIJIsiZeTh ero
XODOLUEHBKO, npexie 4eM WUT npuirHysn.

Tak Xe CTpeMHTENBHO aTaKOBAJIH CBOIO XEpPTBY €ro Ko-
wayby npeaku. OH IpUTHYJICA, MTyCTHI B X0 3yObl M BEPHYJICS
KO MHe, BoJIoYya 3a co0oif CBHCaBlilee H3 ero NacTH TeJo.

OHo 6bUIO JTHHHBIM M TOHKHM H C KAX0# CTOPOHBI HMEJIO
no Tpu HorH. CBepXy NOHHM3Y €r0 MOKPLIBAIM POrOBbIE IUIac-
TUHKH, a IoJIoBa IpelCTarisla cOGOM KPYIIbIM IIAapHK C
YeThIpbMS NMEePUCTHIMH aHTeHHaMHU. T nepeBepHYI ero Keep-
XY CBETJILIM, pa3lesiéHHOM Ha CErMEHTHI XHUBOTOM.

— Msico, — 3aMeTit OH.

B xenynke y MeHsl BC€ nepeBepHysoch. SI He pa3zaensn ero
BKYChl H OTpHMLATEJIBHO MOTHYJ TOJIOBOM.

— Msico ectb Msico, — WIT 6b1 HeOBOJIEH Moel TpUBepea-
AUBOCThI0. — OHO mnHTaeTcsd pacTeHUSIMH. KoHeyHo, oHO
HelloXoXe Ha U3BECTHBIX Te6e )XMBOTHBIX, HO €ro MICO HUYEM
He OTJIMYaeTcs OT TOro, KoTopoe Mbl o6a ynorpe6iseM B nuiiy
M Gnarogapsi KOTOPOMY XXHBEM.

— BoT ThI €ro M e1b, — TOPOIIHBO OTBeTH 1. YeM fobiue
sl paccMaTpHBaJl COCTosIlee U3 OTAENbHBIX CETMEHTOB, IOX0-
Xee Ha HaceKOMOE€ CYLIECTBO, TCM MeEHblIe MHE XOTeNlOoCh
pasroBapMBaTh Ha 3Ty TeMy. — S nyuyuic 6yny ecTb ceMeHa.

—~ Ho uMx Mano M Hago/iro He XBaTHT, — 3aMeTwi Ut ¢
yOUNCTBEHHOH JIOTHKOH.

— Jlaxe ecnu MX HaloJNIo U He XBaTHT, MOKA OHH €CTb, s
OIpaHHYyCh HMHM.

A oTBEN mMa3a ¥ OTNOJ3 HEMHOIO B CTOpPoHYy. YT en odeHb
KpacHBO. JTO KayecTBO OH TOXe YyHacleqoBal OT CBoeii
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MatepH. Ho KaK HM H3SILIIHO OH eJ1, y MeHsl He ObUIO XelaHUsd
TIpU 3TOM NPUCYTCTBOBATb.

S 3amon3 B OTceK APEBHETO KOpHIOpa U NMOYyBCTBOBAJ MOX
co60if Kakue-To BBICTYNEL. OuIyTiaB NOBEPXHOCTD, S1 PELIWI,
410 KOpabJIb JIeXHT Ha 60Ky, a 310 — ABepb. Hano nonsirathes
OTKDBITb 3aMOK, €CJIM TOJIbKO 3TO HNEHCTBHUTEJbHO 3aMOK.
Bcerna mMeeTcs 1IaHC, YTO MaJIEHbKOE OTBEPCTHE NPUBEAET K
6onbuioMy. Bo3zMoxHo, HaM aaxe yaacTcsl NpPOiTH MHMO
HalIUX CTOPOXEil.

HaxkoHel s noyyBcTBoBaI, KaK IUIMTA CTajia MOTUXOHLKY
noagaBaThCsA, H BAPYT OHA CO 3BOHOM OoTckoumia. Sl ensa He
yTiaJi, eJie yCIieB CXBaTHUTbCS 3a Kpail KBaJpaTHOIo OTBEPCTHUS.
Ho s He Mor o6cieqoBaTh HaxoAUBUIeeCs] BHU3Y NMOMELICHHE
B TOJIHOH TeMHoTe. Sl cHoBa nowé€nkan (oHapUKOM, HO
Oe3pe3ynbTaTHO, U C HadeXdod B3MISIHYN Ha JIydM COJIHLA,
nafaBlive BAaJM Yepe3 nposioM. Ciona oHM He nocraBaii. Ho
TYT A 3aMETWI ylieJIeBLINE Ha NOoToNKe pacTcHUst. OHM TycKIIO
CBETWINCh — BCE Xe 3TO ObUIO JIydllle, YeM HHUYEro.

A nponon3 MuMo noroiérHoro exoit Ura. I1poxon B aTom
MecTe 6bUT HaCTOJILKO 3aBAJIEH MYCOPOM, YTO S1 HE MOT BCTaTb
BO BeCh POCT. Y1UHO/IeHHAas HOTa 3aTPYAHsUIa NepeBIKEeHHUE.
Ho MHe ynaiiocs BeLIEPHYTD H3 3¢ MJIH ABA KPYTTHBIX paCTeHHUS.
Jepxa B KaxXIoii pyxe o LUBETKY, 1 BEpHYJICS Ha3al K ABEPH.

®ocdopecuupyrolinii CBET U B CaMOM [JcJie GbUI CTHLUIKOM
c1abbIM, HO YeM JOJblIC 5 CHIel, NOBCPHYBLUUCH CIIHHOHN K
COJIHIIY M lepXa MX Hall YEPHBIM NPOBAJIOM, TeM 60JIbllle MOH
rjla3a IIpUBLIKAJIM K TEMHOTE, H BCKOpPE MHE yZaJIoCh KOe-4TO
pa3mIsoeTh.

B Koxlle KOHLOB 5 CBfi3aJl AJIMHHblE KOPHHU PacTeHHl H,
MoJIb3ysCh UMH KaK BepEBKOM, CIIYCTWI LIapOBHAHbBIE LIBETHI B
TeMHOTY. OTKpBIELIEeCS MHE NOMElleHHe BeCbMa HallOMHHa-
JIO KaloTy Ha NMOKMHYTOM Kopabne, eciM, KOHEYHO, cAeaTh
CKHMIKY Ha pa3pylleHUsl, KOTOPBIM OHO NOABEPITIOCH. 311€Ch HE
6bU10 HHYETO, YTO MOIJIO Obl HAaM NPUIOAUTLCS, HU B Ka4eCcTBE
OpYXHs, HM B KayecTBe opyans. Ho nonHsB HaBepX CBETALLH-
ecs LIapbl pacTeHH, s NOHsUI, YTO C TAKOH JIaMIMOH MOXHO
3abpaThcs BHYTpb Kopabisi. YeM TeMHee ObUIO TaM, roe OHH
HaXOIWIIHCh, TEM SIpYE OHM HAYMHAJIU CBETUTLCS.
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B3sB pacTeHus B 06e PYKH, S OTIIpaBWICA Ha pa3Beaky. Ut
COOOLUMJI, YTO HAWIEN TOJILKO ABa Buxona. Ho cymen im oH
TOJIHOCTLIO 06c¢/Ieq0BATh KOopabnb? A BIOPYT 3[4€Ch €CThb elué
ONUH JIIOK, Yepe3 KOTOPhbIN Mbl CMOXEM BhICPAThCA M3 KOopad-
ns?

OcTaBUB CBOM HMIIpOBH3HPOBaHHbII GOHAPh B OTKPBITBIX
OBepsX KaloThl, s1 IMoJie3 0OpaTHO K INPOJIOMY C TeM, YTOOBI
OCMOTpPETh OCTaIbHbie pacTeHMsl. OHM, eclu CyAHTh MO HX
CTeONSIM M JIUCTbAM, ObUTH pa3snuyHbIX BKAOB. OLHO U3 HHX C
JJIMHHBIMH TOHKWMH TNEPHUCTBHIMHU JIUCTHSIMU UMEJIO TTIOXOXYIO
Ha JIYKOBHLY CEpALIEBHHY, KOTOpasi 0COOEHHO XOPOLIO CBETH-
nack. Sl HalIEN YeThIpe TAKMX pacTeHUs. Y HHX ObUIM TOHKHE
JIoMKHe cTebnu. S cBsi3a X BMecTe 3a JIHCThS U TMOHEC Tak,
KaK OOBIYHO HOCSIT OyKeT M3 XPYINKHUX HEXHbIX LIBETOB.

HT yXe NOKOHYMUA C eloif, U g HalIEN ero okoso ¢oHapsl.
OH BbITHpaT YCbl MU MOPAOYKY PYKOMH-JIanmKoMH, Mo-KolllaybH
BBUIH3bIBasl ceOsl.

— Kopwunop BHH3y pa3nBauBaeTcs. B kakoMm HamnpaBieHUH
noitnémM? — crpocu1 OH, OYEBHOHO, cCOOHpasich NMPHHSATHb
ydacTHe B 3KCIIeIHLIUH.

— Bo3MoxHO, TaM ecTb elU€ OOMH JIIOK.

— B xaxnoM Kopabjie ecTb HECKOJILKO JIDKOB, — Oe3anen-
JIALIMOHHO 3aABWI OH, — TaK HarpaBo WIH NpsMo?

— IIpsiMo, — oTBeTH f1, cleJiaB MTHOBEHH b1 BbIGOD. S He
¥MMeJ1 HY MaJlefilllero npeacTaBlieHHs, CKOJILKO BpeMeHH OyneT
CBETUTH MO¥i pOHapb, 1 MHE BOBCE HE XOTeJOCh O/yXAaTh IO
JJaOMPUHTY KOopHaopa.

Ho eaBa Mb1 nouinu Ao pa3BUIKH, 0 KOTopoii ynoMuHan UT,
KaK OH BHE3aITHO 3alliinesi, 3adbIpKal, €ro XJibICTOOOpa3HbIi
XBOCT BLITSIHYJICSI BBEDX, CITUHA BbITHYJIACh, X OH NpEeBpaTHIICS
B cBoeoOpa3Hyl0 KapMKaTypy Ha KOLIKY.

Ha cTreHe nosaBuics ceetsituniics cnen. OH npoxoaus Bo3sne
Moe# JIOAbDKKM, TIOTOM MNOZ:{HUMaJicsl BCE BbIlE, NIOKa He
NPOTSIHYJICA TOJIOCOil Ha YpoBHe Iuieva. Sl ero He Tporan. B
HEM 6bLIO YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHO OTTalIKMBawuce. Kazanoce,
B35UIH C/IM3b, OKPYXKaBllyl0 yMHpalollee 03epo WIH JYXY, U
NpoBeJN ciliedl, NPUYEM CAENAIH 3TO CIHELHAIBHO, HYTOObI
OTIIYTHYTh Hac.
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— Yr10 3T0? — 51 HAaCTOJILKO INPHUBBIK Nojaratbesi Ha Ura,
YTO 33JaJ1 BOIPOC COBEPUICHHO aBTOMAaTHYECKH.

— He 3Halo, Ho 1yd1ile ero He Tporatb. OH XHUBET B TEMHOTe,
— TaKMM MCHOYTAaHHBIM I €r0 HHUKOTraa He BHIeEI.

— Trl, no-BUAUMOMY, Y:Ke ObUT 30eCh, HHa4YC OTKyIa ObI ThI
3HaJ1 0 60KOBOM npoxone. Thl BUIEN 3TOT ciel paHblie?

— Her, — pe3ko orBetin UT. — M1 oH MHe He HpaBHTCS.

MHe oH Toxe He HpaBwicsi. VI dYeM Jonblue si M3ydaa
JIMTIKMH, BBI3LIBAIOIIMI OMEpP3eHHe cliell, H TO, KaK OH NOAHU-
MaJicsl BBEpX IO CTeHe, TeM Oojbliie OH MHEe He HpaBWICH.
OcTaBHBlIEe €ro CylUIeCTBO Teélepb, OYEBHOHO, BUCEJIO Hak
HallUMH TOJIOBAMHM, 4Eero-To BbDKMOasi. Mo€ BooOpaxeHHe
3apaborano. Sl MoHsUI, YTO TOJBKO IOMAaB B COBEPUIEHHO
6e3BBIXOAHOE TOJIOXKCHHE, SI OTBAXYCh NMPOAO/DKMTbL NYTh B
TeMHOTe, B KOTOpPOIii CKPbIBAIOTCS MOJOOHbIE yXachl.

S noBepHyNn Ha3ad, H MHe ObUTIO BCE paBHO, NIPOYHUTAET JIH
HT MOM MBICITH M TIOMMET, KAKOH CTpax ABUTaJl MHOM, WIIH HET.
Ho, nmoxoxe, ero 3To He HHTepecoBao. OXBaYeHHBIH y2KacoM,
OH NoMuyasicsl 32 MHOM ClIeJoM.

I'nasa 11

Hawe nocneirHoe 6ercTBo caMo 1o cebe ObU10 TaK NPOTH-
BOECTECTBEHHO, YTO OYYTHBLIHKCD Y IIPOJIOMa, sl 06eCcKypaXeH-
HO ocTaHOBWICA. Sl HE MOHKUMaJ1, KaK OQWH JIMLID CJIe]] MOXET
MOJIHOCTBIO BHIBECTH 4YeJloBeKa M3 paBHoBecus. T nepexsa-
TWI1 MOIO MBIC/Ib U OTBETHJI:

— Bo3MoxHO, TOT, KTO OCTaBWJI 3TH CJIEAbl, UCTIOJIB3YET
CTpax B KayecTBe opyxHsa. I OH HAacTONBKO YyX HaM, 4TO
BbI3bIBa€T yXac. Bo MHoOrux Mupax BCTpeyaloTcsi TBapH,
KOTOpPbIE HE MOTYT KOHTAaKTMPOBaTb C APYTUMHM BUAAMH, KakK
611 nobpoxenaTenbHo Te He ObUIM HacTpoeHbl. OnHaKo A He
xoTen 6bl OYyTHTBCSI TaM, Ile OH pbICKAET.

JIExa Ha XHBOTe, s MOAMNOJ3 K Kpalo NpojioMa, TOJKas
nepen co6oi, HECMOTPs1 Ha UCTILITBIBAEMOE IIPH 3TOM OTBpa-
LleHHe, MaJICHbKMH LUMT W3 FHHIOWMX pacTeHUi. Bo3nyx ObL1
MPOHHU3aH COJIHEYHLIM CBETOM. ] ¢ TOCKOIi BLITIAHYN HAPYXKY.
[1pencraBrTeny Moero BUaa BeAyT AHEBHOM 00pa3 XHU3HH H He
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TIEPEeHOCAT TEMHBIE HOPBl H HOYHOM MpakK. bpocuB ObICTpHIif
B3NS BHM3, S MOHSJI, YTO Mbl HAaXOAMMCS HEBBICOKO Hal
3eMNEN, TOKPLITOM JIOXMAaTbIMHM NATHAMHU XEIToil TpaBbl. B
NMpocBeTax MeXOy HHMHM BHIHENach CTSKIOBMIHas IOBep-
XHCCTh, KOTOpasi, BEPOATHO, CCTAJI2Ch Ha BLDXKKEHHbIX COIUIA-
MU pakKeT yJacTKaXx; Cyas o BceMY, 3A€Ch paHblile paciojarai-
Csi KOCMOIOPT.

Sl exBa He BOCTIpAJT AYXOM: MHE IOKAa3ajJloCh, YTO MbI
cBoGOAHbBI, CTpaxeil Hurae H€e 6buio BugHo. Ho 3arem s
VCibilllaJl IPOH3HUTEIbHbIE 3BYKH, HarnogobHue TexX, YTO OHHU
HM3aBUIM HaKaHyHe HOYbIO. ToJIbKO Tenepb OHH ObUIM HAMHO-
ro rpomMye, Belb paHbliie MX 3ariyiaia 6ypsi. OHHM pa3aaBaJiuCh
COBCEM pSIIOM CO MHOM, U fA, HCITYTaBLIMCh, OTCKOYWI OT
npoJioMa.

Jlo MeHs aouwio coodlneHue kra:

— OHM BHH3Y, psAIOM C KopmycoM Kopabns. OHM XIyT,
TIOKa IoJioR MWIM, MOXET ObITh, TO, YTO TaUTcsl B INTyOMHax
KopabJisi, 3aCTaBUT Hac BbIOPATLCS U3 YKPBITHA.

— MoxeT ObITh, UM HaNOECT XIaTb, — Ha 3TO HE CTOWIO
PacCYMTHIBATh, HO 51 3HJI, YTO YMEHHE KOHUEHTPHPOBAThCS
HaxonuTcs B 607b1UOH 3aBUCHMOCTH OT YMCTBEHHBIX CIIOCO0-
HocTe#. TeprnieHHe NMpHUCYle TOJNBKO TeM, KTO YMeeT CTaBHTh
nepch coboif 0CO3HaHHYIO Le/Ib.

— MHe KaxeTcs, OHM yXe He B IicpBbIH pa3 UrpaioT B 3Ty
MTPY WIM CJBILIAIH O TOM, YTO APYTHE B NONOOHOMN CHTyallMH

cymend noburbcsi ycnexa, — MT He cTan TElWIMTb MeHsA
JIOXHBIMHM HaJeXnaMH. — MBI CIMIIKOM MHOTOTO HE 3HaeM.
Hanpumep...

— Hanpumep, 4yero? — cripocun 1, KOTAa OH 3anHYJICS.

— Ciona Te6s npuBén xaMeHs. Ho pa3sse ceiiyac oH XuB?

A Borrammn Kamens Ilpeared M nmopHéc ero K cBery.
KaMeHb 6bU1 MEPTBHIM H TYCKIIBIM. 51 TOBOpaYMBaN €ro Tak
3JaK, HaesiChb YBHAETb XOTb Mateiiluni oténeck. OH OTHIOND
He 3BaJl Hac BHYTpb pa36buroro kopabng. Ho xorma s nosén
PYXOH B HanpaB/leHHH NOTOKA BOAbI, IPOTEKABLIETO C NPOTH-
BOTIOJIOXHOH CTOPOHLI KOpabisi, ero BUI BHE3aITHO H3MEHWI-
csi. OH He BCNBIXHYJ OCJICMIMTENILHLIM CBETOM, €ro 6recka
6bUIO HEJOCTAaTOYHO IS TOro, Yyrobbl 3aTMHTL pOCUIME B
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KOPHAOpE pacTeHUsl, HO BHYTPH €ro NpoMebKHY/a Kpoliey-
Hasl MCKOpKa. Mexny HaMM M TOH LieJBIo, K KOTOpOoW OH
CTpeMUWICH, JieXaJl OCTOB Kopabns.

— EcTp onun cnoco6, — WUT nonoxmwr pyku-nanku Ha Mog
KOJIEHO M CTOSU1, IOYTH KacasCh HOCOM KaMHsl, KaK OyATO TOT
HM31aBajl €ABa YJOBMMBII 3amax. — Sl Mory BbUIE3TH 4epe3
HMKHMIA JIIOK H BMECTe C KaMHeM IepebpaTbcsi Ha ApYTyio
CTOPOHY Kopabns. Bo3dMoxHo, MHe yaasoch 6bl BBIACHMTS,
Kyla OH CTpPEeMHTCSI.

Wt 6511 npas. ManeHbKHit U OCTOPOXHBIIA, OH Oe3 Tpyaa
nepebepETcs Yepe3 ocToB Kopabns, npsiyach B IycToil pacTu-
TenpHOocTH. Ho yTO HaMm 310 jact?

— 3HaHHA Bceraa NPUHOCAT IONb3y, — BO3pa3swui OH.

S rpycTHO paccMesuicA.

— S TyT cMXy W XAy, YTO MEHsl BOT-BOT 3aCyHYT B KaKoH-
HUOYyIb MECTHBIH TOpLIOK, a Thl paccyxjAacullb O Mojb3e
3HaHHUit! 3ayeM OHHM MepTBely?

O4eBUAHO, S NMOKa3an cebsi He C Jyylleil CTOPOHbI, HO
JIOBYLIKA, B KOTOPYIO s MONaJl, He ARJIsUIach TakoBoi ans Hra.
OH Mor Y#TH B JMI000H MOMEHT, Y Hero ObUIM BCE LUAHChI
obpectn cBoGony. U B camoMm zene, HEMOHSATHO, NoYeMy, OH
He ymén o cux nop. Ho Kamens IIpeared — 4yro-To McLuano
MHE OTHaTh €ro APYIroMy, haxe Ha BpeMs. SI He cTpemuics
o61agaTh UM, KaK MHOrKe CTpeMATcs K ob1anaHuio npekpac-
HBIM JIparoliCHHbIM KaMHeM. MHe TpyOHO BbIpa3suTh 3TO
ClIOBaMH, HO, CKopee, MeXIy HaMH CYlUeCTBOBaJja NpoyHas
CB#A3b, BO3HHUKILIAs B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KOT/la OTell BliepBhie
MoKa3ajl MHE €ro, ¥ cTaBluag eue 6oyee NpoYyHoOM € Tex nop,
KaK s1 IOCTaJ €ro U3 TaWHHKa, B KOTOPOM OH XpaHWics.

Otnats ero Ty — 3HayHT pa3opBaTh C HUM CBS3b, a HA 3TO
s1 He MOT cornacuThbes. S KpyTWI KoJbLIO, TO HaleBas €ro Ha
najgel, TO CHUMan, MbICIM NMyTAINCh B rojioBe, HO Gosblie
BCETO MeHS 6eCIIOKOMIIO TO, YTO 1 HE XOTeJl OCTaBATbCA OAMH.

UT Hudero He ropopun. S gaxe He YyBCTBOBAJ eJie 3aMeT-
HOIO CONMPHKOCHOBEHMS C €r0 CO3HAaHUEM, KOTOpOe Ollyluan
MOYTH BCE mocjieiHee BpeMsA. Kasanoch, OH creHHaILHO
npepBaj KOHTAKT, YTOObI JaTh MHE BO3MOXHOCTb CaMOCTOsI-
TeJIbHO NPHHATb OYEHb BaXHOeE JUIA Hac oDOUX pelleHMe.

127



— KpoMe Toro, HaMm Hazio YeM-To nuTaThcs, — UT HakoHen
TpepBaJl 3aTSHYBlLIeecs MOTYaHHE.

A no-npexteMy BepTe KOJbLO B pyKax H cmorpen Ha Hero
HEBHUOALIMMH I[J1a3aMH.

— Tsl nymaelub, olo pa3nobyneT HaM eay? — s elBa He
YCMEXHYJICS.

— Koneyno Hetr, — otBetn1 1. — HO 5 He cobupaioch
CHIETD 3[€Ch M roJIoAarh.

BepHo, nmoayMas s, OH JOKAa3ajl, YTO BIIOJIHE MOXET caM
no3aboTHTLCA O cebe. Brllo 4TO-TO roppkoe B OCO3HAaHHU
3Toro ¢akra.

— Ha, Bo3bMH! — 5 BbIIEpHYN U3 KyYH THHIOUIHUX pacCTEHUM
JUTMHHBIN cTebesIb, Mpoaen ero yepe3 KoJblo, CBsA3aJl KOHLbI
M noBecw1 Ha welo Vity. Cung Ha 3agHHX JIallKax, OH 3aKpbUl
Ila3a 1 Ha MTHOBEHHME CXaJl ero B CBOHMX pyKax. Y MeHA
CO3AaJIOCh BieYaTJiEeHHe, YTO OH XAaJl TOMOIIIH, XOTS He 3Halo,
OTKyla M KaKOM.

— ToI caenan npaBWIbHBII BbIGOP, — OH OIMMYCTUJICS Ha Bce
YeThIpe JIanbl ¥ Nonon3 K npoioMy. — Thl AaXe He 3Haellb,
HaCKOJIBKO TMPaBWIbHBIH.

He cka3aB Gonbllle HU c/10Ba, OH MCYe3, NMPOTHCHYBLINCH
qepe3 pBaHYIO 3aHaBeCb PAaCTCHUH, OKAWMMIISIOLUINX TPOJIOM.

— OHH Bc€ ewué 3nech, — A0Joxu1 oH. — He Tonbko mona
KopabnéM, HO M BOOJIb cTeHbl. OHHM JepXaTcsd B TeHH, HaBep-
Hoe, TUIOXO NMepeHOoCST coiHeyHbIH cBeT. O, peka! M elu€ onHa
creHa. Korna-to oHa cinyxwia nam60ii, HO Tenepbs npopBaHa
B IByX MecTaxX. To, 4TO MIET KaMEHb, JIEXUT 32 PEKOIA.

Wt 6naronony4Ho no6pascs 10 NpOTHBOIIOJNIOXHOI CTOpPO-
HbI Kopabns. Bpsan nin MHe ynanoch 6bl cielaTh TO X€ caMoe.
A noTpoHynca Ao yuiH6ieHHO! HOTH M TIOMOPILIWICH OT 6OJIH.
OHa 3aHeMeslla M coBceM He crubamacn. Ut nBurancsa c
HEOObIKHOBEHHOM JIEFKOCTBIO, @ MHE TIPHLUUIOCH Obl MOJI3TH.
Bruio coMHuTENbHO, YTOOBI I CMOT Tepecedb CKOJIb3KYIO
NMOBEPXHOCTb KOopalbJis M He NMpHUBJIeYb NMPH 3TOM BHHUMaHMA
HalIMX CTpaXeu.

— Y10 HaxoAWTCA 3a pekoii?

— Vr1éc c newepaMH M NOAYypa3pyUIEHHbIE CTEHBl, —
orBeTin1 UT. — Ceiivac...
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U TyT cBSI3b ¢ HUM nNpepBaiack. Mo€ co3HaHHE YIOBWIO
Pe3KHMii, MIOXOXMI Ha 3amax, BCIUIECK SIPOCTH.

— H1! — g nonbiTasics BcTaTh, HO TOJILKO 0OpYLINI Ha cebs
TYCTYI0O Maccy pPacTHUTEJbHOCTH, IONEpXHYJCS, 3aKalUIsics,
3a0Wics, MBITasICb OTBECTH B CTOPOHY MYCOP U BIOXHYTb
YHUCTOTO BO3ayXa.

— H1! — B TpeBore s CHOBa MBICJIEHHO NO3BaJl €10, HO HE
NMOJyYW1 HUKAKOTO OTBeTa.

A nmone3 x nposoMy. MoxeT ObITh, €ro cbwia myileHHas
HIOXayaMH OyOHHKa.

— HT! — TMI1MHA 3BeHesN1a B MOEM CO3HAHHMH, HO HE B yl1ax.
A cnbllnan wyM BeTpa, TUIECK BoAbl, OHeHHe Xu3HU. U ewwé
OIMH 3BYK.

Tot, XTO XOTBH pa3 ciablliad pEB BXoAsllero B atMocdepy,
OITycKaloLIerocss Ha TOPMO3HBIX ABHraTesisix Kopabns, HM C
YyeM ero He cmyraeT. I poxoT, Boii. PazBaMHBI 3aipoXaiy M
3aBUOpHpOBaM B oTBeT. Henaeko oTciona 1IEN Ha NocanKy
yHparisieMblit Kopabiab. S oTckouMi noganslile OT MpoJjoMa.
PEB OBbUT CAMLLIKOM I'POMKHM, OH 3By4YaJs TakK, CJIOBHO APEBHMM
KopaOJib Momnan B CTPYIO paKeTHOTO IwiaMeHH. CTeHbl KOpUIO-
Pa TPACIIHUCD, si CKOJIB3WI BHHU3, CTapasch CXBaTHUTbCH 32 YTO-
HHMOYIb pyKaMHM M 3aJepXaTh nageHue. CBepXy rpagoMm cbina-
Jlach BHceBLIAs B NPOJIOMe APSIHb, 3aCTaBIsIsA MEHS KalUUIATb U
3aKpbIBaTh Ia3a. Pasnancs B3pbIB, M Haxe CKBO3b CTEHbI S
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI BOJIHY Xapa. Bc€, yTo nonanér B cTpylo orus,
MTIHOBEHHO... /I monyMa o Hioxa4ax. Teneps y MeHsl nosiBUACS
LIaHC Ha CIMaceHHe.

Ho xT0, XTO 3TO MOT 6BITH? ONH M3 KOopabneii Tonorpadu-
YecKoM CJIyXObl, HanpaBJeHHbI Ha pa3BedKy HeJaBHO OT-
KpbiToro Mupa? WUy 3aech ¥ paHbllie HEBEAOMO 3a4eM TNpPH-
3eMysuinch Kopabnu? Kak 6bl To HM 6bUIO, Ha Mmocaaky LIEN
Kopabnb, cyns 1o 3BYKy MaJleHbKMiH, He Oonblue Kopabns
BOJIbHBIX TOPTOBLEB, CKOHCTPYMPOBAaHHBIN CHELMANBHO 1151
nofo6HbIX Leseii. S oTrpEd Mycop B CTOPOHY M Ha YeTBEpPEHb-
Kax 1onosi3 06paTHoO K npoJjoMy. Yayialole naxio rapsio. At!
Ecnu oH BcE ewi€ 6b11 XUB, Koraa Kopabb...

— H1! — Moii MbICIEHHBIH TIPH3LIB MO CHJIE paBHAJCS
KpuKy. Hukakoro otBera.

S5 Kamens Npearea ]29



CHapyX#, NOJHOCTBIO CKphIBas OT MEHS OKPYyXalolylo
MECTHOCTb, TIOAHUMAJHCh KIyObl ryctoro mapa. XKap cHosa
3acTaBWI1 MEHS OTCTYNHTh. HKUKTO He cMOXeET BBIITH, NTOKa OH
He cnager. OYyeBUOHO, CTPYA paKeTHOro IUIAaMEHH rnornajia B
peKy, H Boda BcKuNesa. Sl HeTepneauBO BOpOYaics, MHE
XOTEJIOCh BBIMTH M YBHAETh Kopabib. CObUITMCH MOM MEYTHI, A
Ha 3TO JlaXe He HallesUics, HaM He NMPKAETCA CKUTAThCS B 3TOM
HeobutaeMoM MHpe 1o Konua cBoux AHeil. Ham? Cxopee
Bcero, a1 octayica oquH. Ecniu YT He moru6 B ToM BCIUlecKe
SIpOCTH, TO, KOHEYHO, CropeJ NnpH nocagke kopabns.

IToxa 3emJis OCTBIBaJIA, @ Tap PaCCEUBAICH, BpeMs TAHYJOCh
TaK Xe A0JIr0, KaK U BO BpeMs1 MOETO 3aKTIOYEHHST B CBATWIHNLLE
Ha TaHde. S cTpeMMICS K NpoOJIOMy, BLIHTH U IOMPOCHTD
MOMOILIM Y MOMX COIUIEMEHHHKOB. OIHH U3 caMbIX APEBHUX
CYLIECTBYIOLIMX Ha 3BE3NHBIX Tpaccax 3aKOHOB HAET JIIO6OMY
NYTHHKY, 3a0poliecHHOMY B HeobuTaeMsplif MUp, NMpaBoO MNpo-
CHTB, YTOOBI ero 6e3 BCAKMX pacCIpOCOB B3SUIH Ha NepBbIi Xe
oOHapyXxMBLINH €ro Kopabib.

B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO Xap ObL1 CHIbHEe,
YyeM B ITYCTHIHSAX Ap3opa NnocepeluHe JieTa, si BbLUIE3 yepes
MpOJIOM U ymnajn Ha obyIJeHHY10 3eMITI0, U3 MOCJIEAHUX CHI
obeperas yummbneHHy1o Hory. Henopanéxy nexano ckpioyeH-
HOE T€JI0 — OXHH M3 HIOXayeil, MonaBlIKi B CTPYIO paKETHOTO
IwiaMeHH. S moxpoman B NPOTHBOINOJOXHOM HarlpaB/IeHHUH.

A nyman, 4yro npwieTeBlIHi Kopabib OITyCTWICS COBCEM
HeAJICKO OT Pa3BaJIMH, HO OKA3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO He TaK. Bcé xe
CTPYM OTHSl OYUCTHIHM APEBHHUH KOpabiib OT NOKpPHIBaBlIEii ero
pactutenbHocTH. OH OBUT MEHbUIE BCTPETUBLIErocs HaM B
KocMoce Kopa0isl, Ho 6oJiblile, YeM Ccyia BOJIbHLIX TOProBLEB.
BeposiTHO, paHblle OH CTOSU1 Ha cTabunu3atope, NogoGHO
HaxoAMBLUEMYCS Ha AOBOJILHO 3HAYMUTEJIBHOM pacCTOSSHHH
HelaBHO NpHU3EeMIMBLIEMYCS KOpabiio, HO 3aTeM ONPOKUHYJI-
Cs1 BO BpeMs CTUXHIHOro 6eacTBus. 1 MeUIEeHHO noaouen K
HU3bEACHHOMY KOppo3uei cTabwin3zatopy, YTOOBbl B3IrNSHYTb
yepe3 BbDKOKEHHOE OTHEM MPOCTPAHCTBO Ha IpiUleTeBIUMH
Kopabns. OH 6pL1 pazMepoM c «BecTpuc», HO Ha ero 6opTy
OTCYTCTBOBal1a 3MbneMa ToproBueB. He 6b10 Ha HEM Takke
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orueii Tonorpadbmieckoii cimyx6n wir Ilatpyna. OxHako ¢
KaKO# CTaTH YaCTHOMY CYIHY NOHaIo6HUTCA NPU3EMIISTLCS Ha
nogo6Ho miaHete? BeTpeyaroTces 6oraThbie TIOOHTEH OXOTHI,
KOTOpsIe MAYT Ha HapyllleHNs 3aKOHOB H Pa3bICKMBAKOT HEU3-
BECTHBIEC MUPBI, TI€ CGHY MOTYT ce6¢ MTO3BOJIUTh YIOBNETBOPUTH
Xaxny KpoBH, He onacasich Ilarpyns. Bpaxae6HocTs HioXaueil
TOXE MOXHO OOBSICHUTh TE€M, YTO TaKWe OXOTHUKU MOSIBISA-
auch 3nech M paHbuie. Ho — g cHoBa crpsitaicas B TeHH
cTabwinzaTopa — MHE 3TO CYJIUT HOBbLIE HEMPUITHOCTH.
Jlronu, okasaBlIMecs CBUACTENSAMHU POTHBO3aKOHKBIX OTlepa-
LMii, OOBOJILHO YacTO CT2HOBATCS JXEPTBaMH HECYACTHBIX
cly4aeB, a MEHS HUKTO He OyJeT MCKaTb.

W Ha 3BE30HOM sIXTe BCE paBHO HOJLKHBI ObITh HOMEPHBIE
3Haxy. [IpaBna, cyiecTByIOT Kopabiu, KOTOpble CTapaTebHO
CKPBIB2IOT CBOIO MPUHAMIEXHOCTD. Sl 10 3TOro HUKOraa Hx He
BMICSJ, HO HACJYlLIaJICd O HMX pasHbIX UCTOPHH B moprtax. ¥
CBA3aHHBIX ¢ BoHaapoM moge# ObUT MOBOd AJA CIVIETEH.
Boposckas 'wibans BiaageeT MHOXECTBOM Kopabseif, HeKo-
TOpble W3 HHMX COBEPLIAIOT TOProBblE€ CAENKM, MOJb3YSCh
NMONJIOXKHBIMH NTOKYMEHTaMH, M JIMUIb U3peAKa B OTKPBITYIO
HapyllaloT 3akoH. S momo3peBalo, yTo «BecTpuc» Kak pa3 M
MpHHaQIeXan K YUCIy Takux kopabneit. Ho cywectsyior u
ObIcTpOXOAHbBIE Kpeiicephl, 3a4acTyi0 OHH OCHalUIEHbl HOBEM-
LIHM 0BOpynOBaHUEM, YKPaJeHHBbIM WIH KyTUICHHBIM AO MO-
JIydeHUs] UM LUMPOKOTO paclpoCTpaHEHUs.

OTH coBepuwialoT HaGern. I'pabuTh B KocMoce, NMogo6HO
nUpaTaM, CAHUIIKOM HEHal€XHoe OeNo, U OHH MAYT Ha 3TO
TONBLKO B TOM CJly4yae, €CJid Tpy3 UMeeT TaKyl0 LEHHOCTb, YTO
pPany HEro CTOMT MHOTMM DHUCKHYTb. B OCHOBHOM Xe, OHH
rpabsaT mnaHeTsl. VIx nereHnapHoii 6a3oi cuntaercs Beiicrap,
CNYTHHMK WIH MajeHbKas IUIaHeTa, YKpeIUIEHHasi, HEM3BECT-
Hasl HUKOMY, KpOME TeX, KTO CyMes YOoeauTb €€ npaBUTeNeil B
TOM, YTO OHHM He CBsI3aHbl ¢ [1aTpyn€M WM ADYTUMH NpencTa-
BUTE/IIMU 3aKOHa. Paccka3bIBaloT MHOXECTBO pa3HBIX MCTO-
PMii, HEBEPOSATHBIX CKa30K 0 BeiicTape n obocHoBaBlIEMCH Ha
HEM XULIHOM ¢JOoTe, HO B HUX YX€ TOYTH HHUKTO HE BEPHT.
OnHako HIT yrBepxaan, yto ecnu 6b1 OH He MOMOT MHe GeXaTb
c «Becrtpuca», s nonan 6p1 UMeHHO Ha BeijicTtap.
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Ha peilnepe craBaT TONpKo Te ONO3HaBaTeJIbHblE 3HAKH,
KOTOpble MOXHO JIerKo noMeHATb. Ho yro mpuseno ciona
pednep I'mnbauu? be3ycioBHO He NOMCKM cracaTeTbHOH
uUtionky. S Tak 3amyTran cieibl, YTO OHHU CKOpee BCEro
CYHTAIOT MEHSI MEPTBBLIM M VXX BO BCAKGM CJIy4ae He Mogo3pe-
BAIOT, Il€ MHE yIJIOCh NPU3EMIIMThCS.

Y HHMX, OYEeBHOHO, KaKoe-To 3amaHue. 1 MHe He CTOMT
BCTYTIaTbh B KOHTAKT C WIEHAMHU 3KMIIaXa WIH NaccaXnupaMH Ha
60pTy Kopab:1s1, OKa 51 He y3Halo 0 HUX no6onbiue. JIxoku 6putH
3aKpBIThl, HO MEHS MOIJIM YBHIETh Ha CMOTPOBOM 3KpaHe. S
MONATWICS Hasal, NpsSYach 32 OCTOBOM Kopabisi, oTcTynas ¢
TaKoOM Xe CTPEMUTEJBHOCTBIO, C KOTOPOM 10 CHUX IOp pBaJics
BIiepén.

BHe3zanHo paspanicsi pe3Kui ILIEMYOK M JIIOK OTKPBUICH,
OTTyla MO HanpaBlI€HMIO K IbIMALIEHCS 3eMJie, BbIMCKHMBAs
HETPOHYTOE MECTO, BLICYHYJICS fA3bIK NMOcagoyHoro Tpana. OH
MPOTSAHYJICS B CTOPOHY OT OCTOBa KOpabJis; U3 3TOro s caesaj
BBIBOJ, YTO T€, KTO CITYCTWI €ro, HE YCIleJIM MEHS 3aMETUTb.

A orctynan Bc€ gaiblie U Jasiblie, MHE XOTEJOCh OeXaTh
npoyYb OT OCTOBa, KOTOPHIH MOTI IpHBJEYb JIOOOMBITCTBO
uccnenoBareieil. 3apociiv KycTOB YCTOSUIM Nepel OrHéM, HO
TaM MOIJIM NpPATaTbCS HIOXaYyH.

Ha cnycTuBlIMXCA MO Tpamy JI0afAX He ObUIO 3alllMTHOM
olexXabl, 3HAYUT OHH YXKe 3HAKOMbI C TPUPOIOI ITONO MHpa,
TOTOBBI BBHINOJIHATh NOCTABJIEHHYIO Nepel HUMH 3anavy. Bce
HMMeJIU IpH cebe opyKue, H AdaXe C TAKOTO pacCTOSHHUA 51 CyMeN
pa3rIsiAETh KOPOTKHE CTBOJIbI JIa3€pOB BMECTO IJTHHHBIX,
6osiee DPUBBIYHBIX CTBOJIOB cTaHHepoB. OHH COOHpaNUCh
yOMBaThb.

Ha Hux 6bU1a obGbIyHas ruiaHerapHas ¢dopMa: GOTHUHKHU H
KOMOMHE30HbI, HO CTPaHHOM pacuBeTKM M 6e3 3MbneMm Ha
TPYAH M y BopoTa. [IBoe U3 HUX ObUIM NIOAbMHM WIN FYMaHOH-
[aMHM, HO 33 HHUMM [BUTQIOCh NPHU3EMHUCTOE CYLIECTBO C
YEThIPbMS BSUIO BUCEBUIMMH IO CTOPOHAM BEPXHHMH KOHeY-
HocTssMU. Ero xpyrnas neicas ronosa nexana npsAMO Ha
nneyax. TaM, rae Ha 4YeJIOBEYECKOM Yepele pacnojiaralorcs
Y14, Y HETO TOPYanu BBICOKHME NMEpPHCTbie OTPOCTKH, KOTOpLIE
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HOCTOSIHHO OBHUTaJIMCh B3aJd M Brepél, MOJOOHO TOMy KakK
asuranach rojosa Mra, xoraa oH NbITICS YJIOBUTb BOKPYT
ce6s1 npu3HaKu XU3HHU. M3 Bcex TPOMX €ro cjieoBaJIo OnacaTh-
cs1 6ornpure Becero. Kaxk ropopwn UT, HMKOraa He M3BECTHO,
KaKMMHU IONOJHUTEIbHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU MOXeET 001a1aTh
akcTpaceHc. [losineHne ogHOrO M3 HUX B KOMaHIe, COCTOSI-
el M3 Joaei, CBUAETEILCTBYET O TOM, YTO OH oOjamaeT
CBOJICTBaMM, NMOJIE3HBIMHU 11 OCTAJIbHBIX.

Chnpsitarbesi BHYTpH KopabJist -— 3HaYWIO NTOMNACTh B JIOBY1II-
Ky. OH npeacTasisu1 coboif BeCbMa COMHUTEBbHYIO 3aLIUTY, U
s1 peLIWI MOMIBITaThCS YKPLIThCS B KycTaX WIH Y peKH. Peka, kak
MHeE Ka3aJloch, 6bUIa MEHBIIMM M3 IBYX 30J1.

S cnegun 3a mepeABHKEHHMEM BbILLEALIEH M3 Kopabns
Tpouusl. OHM CIIYCTWINCH BHHU3 1O Tpalry. JIloau ¢ ABYX CTOpPOH
NPUKPBIBAJIU 3KCTpaceHca, KOTOphIi 1EN nocepeauHe. Ero
MEPUCTBIE OTPOCTKHM BpallaIMCh. Tenepb MX KOHLBI ObUTH
Hamnpas/eHbl BEpEN, U MHE yIAJIOCh pa3smisafeTh e€ro Juuo. Y
Hero ObU1 KypHOCBIH HOC, OPOBHM OTCYTCTBOBAJIM, Yepecyyp
LIMPOKO MOCTaBJIEHHbIE I71a3a U OYEHb KPYNHLIH POT, HO OH
BCE Xe ropaszo 6osibliie MOXOAWI Ha 4YeJIOBEKa, YEM HIOXauH.

BHe3anHo OH OCTaHOBWICS, U B MTHOBEHHE OKa IBE U3 €TO
BEPXHUX KOHEYHOCTEH BBIXBATWIM JABOMHHOI HAbOp opyxus,
BHMCEBLIUI y Hero Ha nosice. BozHMKN1a ocnenuTenbHast BCIbILL-
Ka, ¥ TOHKMH JIyd Jlazepa oOyrIWwi1 BeTBH KycToB. Pasnancs
BOIUIB, M B 3apOCJISIX 3aMETAJIOCh CYLIIECTBO pa3MepOM NPUMep-
HO ¢ Hioxaya. Jliony npucend ¢ opyXueM Harotobe, HO He
CTIM CTpENsiTh, a, Ka3aJloch, IMOJHOCTHIO MOJaraIch Ha
BOEHHBIE TaJIaHTbl 3KCTpaceHca.

A nonon3s Ha3an. Tenepb Kopabb 3aKpbIBa MEHS OT YOMIALL.
Jlo6paBlInCh OO pEKH, s YBHAEN, YTO OJOKH pa3pyllueHHOIA
CTEHbI pyXHY/H oA HanopoM Boabl. Cyns no BceMy, ONHOBpe-
MEHHO pa3pylIMJIOCh U JpeBHEE COOpPYXEHHE Ha Jpyroi
CTOpOHE TMOTOKa, M COCTaBJSABLIME €ro KaMEHHbIE IJbIOLI,
COENMHUBLIMCH C OCTaTKAMH CTEHbI Ha 3TOM bepery, obpaso-
BaIM 1aMb6y. Bo3MOXHO, MMEHHO 3TO M SIBUWIOCH NMPUYHHOH
HaBOJHEHMSI.

I'pyna kaMHeii nexa1a nonep€xK peku Haniogobue nonypas-
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pyuieHHoro Mocrta. Ha n1pyroM 6epery Ha HEKOTOpOM paccTo-
SIHUM OT BOIBI BEICWICS YTEC, YCEAHHBIN, KAK M JOK/IaAbIBaJl
HUT, TEMHBIMH TOYKaMM OTBepCcTMH. MeXny HMM M peKkoH
BUIHEJUCHh PYUHBI KAKOTO-TO 30aHHS.

C 37101 cTOpOHEI KOpabiisi coXpaHWIach MOKPhIBaloLIas ero
pacTuTenbHoCThb. JloseTaBuiNe OT peKu OpBI3rY CWIbHEE YB-
JIAXHSUIM TIOYBY, H MeCTaMH OHa OpLla NOJIHOCTBIO CKpbITa
JJIMHHBIMM, CTEJIIOIUMUCS IUIETBMU PacTeHMH.

— HT1! — g cHoBa no3Bai KoMnaHboHa. CoxpaHUBLIAsCS
371eCh PaCTUTEJILHOCTD AaBajia cnabylo HaxeXny Ha TO, YTO OH
cyMen yuenetb. Yin oH noru6 ot ynapa nyouHku? S B3rnsHyn
BHM3, Ha OMbIBaeMbi€ BOAOY KAMHH, CO CTPaXOM OXuaas, YTo
YBILXY TaM €ro U3paHeHHOe pa3buToe Telo.

— Ur!

A Tak U He NOJY4YWI OTBETa, KOTOPOIO XIOaJl BOIPEKH
31paBoMy cMbIcly. Ho 3aTo olIyTHn cTpaHHOE COTIPUKOCHO-
BEHHE C YyXHUM pa3yMoM. OH He Mor, nono6Ho UTy, BoiiTh B
KOHTaKT C MOHM CO3HaHHEM, HO oOpaTiw BHHMaHUE Ha MO
NMpH3bIB U HACTOPOXWICS, XOTS U HE MOT BBISICHUTH, TIe s
HaXOXYCh.

3kctpaceHc! Bapyr oH ycasnuan MeHsa? Mos miynocTs
npHUBeJiia K POKOBOMY HMCXOHy: S 3aMep Ha Kpalo CTEHBI,
ocMaTpHBasi MOCT Yepe3 PeKYy M He pellasiCh CTIpbITHYTh BHU3
u3-3a GonbHOM Horu. Ha Mocty g Obu1 6Bl coBeplLIEHHO
6GecrnoMollieH M y3BHM Nepel JIY4OM Jiazepa.

W Bc€ xe s Bblman cebs; noka s MeaJIWI, OHM NMOAOLLUIH
C3aay, U s yCIHbllIaJ OKPHK:

— Croit Ha MecTe!

OTH cioBa 6bUTM Npou3HeceHb! Ha Balickke ¢ yenoBedec-
KMMH MHTOHauussMu. Onmpasichk o 670K, 1 MeJIeHHO NoBep-
HYJICSl M YBUI€J ONHOTO M3 ABOMX COLIEALLIHUX € KOpabst monei.
Ot 1106010 ApYTOrO YeNoBeKa OH OTJIMYAJICS JIMLIDb TEM, YTO B
€ro pykax 6bin1 j1a3ep, HalleJIECHHbIH MHE B Ipyab.

Tonpko Teneps s MOHs, YTO NOTEPSLI CBOE ENIMHCTBEHHOE
npeumMyuiectBo. Ecnu 611 51, onypeB OT pajiocTH, BHICKOYMI
BCTpeYaTh NpHIETEBWIMHA Kopabisb, Kak caesian 6b1 Ha MOEM
MecTe J11000J YeJl0BeK, OKa3aBLIMIiCA Ha HeOOHTaeMoi NIaHe-
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Te, ¥ COYMHWI INpaBAoNoAOo6HBI paccka3, OHH OB, CKopee
BCero, nosepwid MHe. KoHeYHO, COXpaHsIach ONacCHOCTD, YTO
OHHM MOIJIM TIOMBITAaThCS CKPLITh CBOE NpeObIBAaHHE Ha 3TOM
waHete. Ho MHe ynanoch 6b1 BRIMTpaTh BpeMa. BMecTo 3Toro
s1 CBOUMH JEeHCTBUSIMH HaBJIEK Ha ceOs HeMaJlble NOJ03pEeHHUS.
MHe ocTaBajioch TOJLKO NPHOETrHYTb K ONHOH MaJIeHBKOI
XMTPOCTH: NMOAYEPKHYTb CBOIO XPOMOTY M 3aCTaBHTb CBOHX
BparoB IOBEPHTD B TO, YTO 5 ropaszio bosnee GecnoMolleH, 4eM
Ha caMoOM JeJe.

[ToaToMy 51 3Xnan NpuoGIXe HUSI BTOPOTO, IEPXAch 3a ONIOpy
C TaKMM BHIOM, CJIOBHO Cpa3y Xe yTa Obl, €CJIH Obl OTITyCTHI
€€ XOTb Ha MrHoBeHMe. Sl moayMan, 4ro MOSl MOTpENaHHast
BHELIHOCTb MOXET COCYXHUTb MHE XOPOLIYIO CTyx6y. Cneno-
BAJIO TaKXe OOBIrpaTh BLIAC/ISIBLIMECS HAa MOEM Tejie NMATHA
HOBOIf KOXU M COYMHUTb PaccKa3 O TOM, YTo 51 Obu1 6polleH
Ha IpoM3BOJ CyabObl MCITYTaBLUMMCS YyMBl 3KMIIaAXeM, H
cyMen 1o0paTbesi 10 3TOM IUIAHETR] Ha CracaTe/IbHOM LIUTIONKeE.
Takue npoucuiecTBUsI UMETU MECTO.

I[IpOoTMBHHMK He MOAXOAWI KO MHE CIMIIKOM OJIM3KO, XOTs
o0e MOH pyKM JieXaJIi Ha KaMHe U ObUIO OY4€BUIHO, YTO Y MEH S
HeT opyxus. Ero nazep HM pa3y He CABMHYJICS C TOYKH B
LIEHTpEe MOEH IpyaH.

— Kro Th1? — cnpocun oH Ha baiicuke.

MHe XBaTHIO HECKOJILKMX MIHOBEHMI, YTOGLI BbipaGoTaTh
Ty €IUHCTBEHHYIO JIMHMIO NMOBEAEHHUs1, KOTOpasi MOIjla MeHsl
cnacTi. S OTNPsAHYN OT HEro U 3aBONWI AUKHM FOJIOCOM:

— Het! Her! He youBaiite Mens!  3nopoB, K1siHych Bam!
JInxopaaka npoiia, s 310poB!

OH OCTaHOBWICS M, NPHLLYPHMBLIMCH, NMPHUHSUICA BHUMa-
TEJIbHO Pa3risiabiBaTh MO€ nuLo. OcTaBajloch HaaesATbCA Ha ToO,
YTO pO30Bble NATHA MO-NPEXHEMY BLUACJBSUIMCH CTOJb Xe
OTYETIIMEBO.

— Orxyana Th1?

CyMen M 51 pa3xanobuts ero xoTb HeMHoro? [losepun nu
OH B TO, YTO s criaccsl ¢ 3a4yMJIEHHOIo Kopabiis u 6oloch, YTO
MEHS COXTYT Ha MECTe, KaK TOJIbKO Y3HAIOT 00 3ToM.

— Kopabns. He y6upaiite MeHs! YBepsio Bac, 1 310pOB,
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nuxopanka npouuvia! OTIycTHTe MeHH, s He NpHOIKYCh K
BalleMy kopabnio. Tonbko oTmycTuTe MeHs!

— He aBuraiica! — pe3ko TpHKa3al OH, 3aTeM IOJHEC
CBOOOIHYIO PYKY KO PTY H NPOTOBOPHJI HECKOJBKO CJIOB B
MHKpO}OH NneperoBopHOIo YCTpoicTBa. B 3TOT pa3 oH roso-
pwI He Ha bajicuke, ¥ 1 NOHSI TOJMBKO, YTO OH, OYEBHUAHO,
JOKJIaAbiBaJl CBOEMY Ha4aJIbHUKY. Sl Mrpaj B omacHyio UIpy:
Masieifiiasi oluM6Ka MoIJla CTOMTh MHE XH3HH.

— Thl, — OH MaxHyJN JlasepoM, — HIOH BNEpen.

— Her, a1 yiiny, a1 He 3apa3eH.

— Wnu! — JIyy na3epa TONIMHOMN B NaJjiell cpe3ajl KAMEHb
psiioM c Moeii pykoii. MeHs o6aasnio xapoM. Kak oH 1 oxunai,
sl BCKDHKHYII.

— Yo, 33ane5m0? — yXMBLUIBLHYJICA OH. — B cneayiowuii pas
s1 Bo3bMy nipaBee. ['oBopsAT TeGe, mau! KamuraH xodeT Teba
BUAETD.

Y s now€n, crapasick Kak MOXHO CHIbHee MOABOJIaKUBaTh
YHIHGIEHHYIO HOTY.

— Ynapwica? — cnpocwl OH MeHS, HeTepIieJIMBO Habmo-
asi 32 MOUM MEUIEHHBIM NPOABHXEHHUEM.

— 3aech ecTb Ty3eMLBI ¢ AyOUHKaMH. OHH OXOTWIMCH Ha
MEHS, — NPOMSIMIIWT f.

— Jla Hy? OHH m106AT MsACO, a THl WIS HUX — XOPOLIHMiA
Kycok. He 0YeHb-TO MPHATHO NOBCTpEYaThCsd C HUMH, — OH,
IOJDXHO OBITh, 3HAJl 3TO Ha COOCTBEHHOM OIBITE.

A, noiuartbiBasick, OpEN Bnepén, CTapaACh HATH KAK MOXHO
MeUIEHHEE M XpoMas H30 BceX cii. OGOrHyB OCTOB Kopabiis,
sl JIMLIOM K JIMILy CTOJIKHYJIcS ¢ 3KcTpaceHcoM. OH cnipsitan
CBOH Jiazephbl B KOOypy, HO 006e ero nepHcThle aHTEHHBI OLUTH
Hamnpap/eHbl IPIMO Ha MEHS.

Bo3MoxwHo, 0611eHue ¢ UToM 060cTpHiIO Te MapaHOpMaib-
HBIE CNOCOOHOCTH, KOTOpPLIMHM 5 oOJafas, HO MHE YAaloCh
YJIOBUTb BO3AECHCTBHE CO CTOPOHBI 4YyXaka, OHO OBUIO He
du3nyeckuM, a MbicieHHbIM. OHAKO €C/IM OH H NbITaICA
TMPOHHUKHYTb B MO pa3yM, TO 3TO €My He yaajock. Mexny
HaMH He BO3HHKJIO TaKOro KOHTaKTa, Kakoii 6bL1 y MeHd ¢
HroM. OctaBanoch HaAeATLCS, YTO S CMOTY MOJIHOCTBIO 6710~
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KMpOBaTh €ro MomnbITKi. Henb3st 6puU10, 4TO6B! OH fOranasics,
KTO s Ha caMoOM JeJie.

— Hrak, THl Hal€n ero, — 3amMeTW1 Bropod. — Yto oH
MbITaJICA cOejiaTh, B30OMpasicad Ha ytec?

— Her, nocMoTpu Ha ero Hory. Cyas no ero juuy, y Hero
OBUTH U APYTHE HEMPUSTHOCTH.

Bropoii caenan To, 0 4€M ero Nonpocwin, ¥ BHUMaTeIbHO
ocMoTpen MeHs. BrUlo 3aMeTHO, YTO OH He B BOCTOpre oOT
yBHAeHHOTO. Sl moayMan o ToM, KaKoe yXacHoe BrieyaTieHHe
JIOJDKHA MPOM3BOAUTL MOS MOKPBITas MATHAMH, LIeTyluaila-
sica Koxa. Ha pykax nsTHa yxe ObUIM He TaK 3aMETHBI, XOT,
BO3MOXHO, sI TIPOCTO NMPHUBLIK K HUM, M JaXe TO, YTO OHH
cllerKa MoGsieiHeNH, Ka3aJIoCh MHE 3aMETHBIM YIy4YlLIEHHEM.

— Tloxanyit, oT Hero Jydile AepXaTbCsA Nojaibllie, —
BBLIHEC OH CBOE peuieHMe. — JI0J0XH O HEM KallUTaHY.

— Kanuran xzér. [ouuin!

KT0-TO cTOSLT y OTKpBITOro Jioka. MeHs NOATONKHYIN
CTBOJIOM Jia3epa, U S1 3aKOBBUISUT BNiepEn, HalesiCh, YTO AcH-
CTBHUTEJILHO TMPENCTABISIO CO00# JOCTATOYHO XaJIKOE 3pesIv-
1e.

I'naea 12

Mb1 mogouut K NMOAHOXMIO Tpama, M 3[eCh CTPAXHUKH,
OKPYXHB MEHS M JepXa OpyXHe HarotroBse, BejeJd MHe
OCTaHOBHTBCS. YeNoBeK, OXXUAABLUIMA HAC Y JII0Ka, CIIYCTWICS
Ha HECKOJIbKO 11aroB BHU3 U Hayall uU3y4alolle pasrisiablBaTh
MEHH.

OH 6bUI ¢ ONHOM U3 cTapbiX TUTaHeT. [1pu 6oee BHUMAaTENb-
HOM pacCMOTPEHHH CTAHOBUJIOCh 3aMETHO, YTO €Io TeJIOCJIO-
XE€HHE OTJIMYAIOCh HEKOTOPHIMM OCOOEHHOCTSIMM, BBbI3BaH-
HBIMM TE€M, YTO TNEepBble NMOKOJIEHUS ero NMpeAKOB-IepeceseH-
LIEB XWIH B YYXIbIX 1Ji HUX ycnoBusX. Ero Teno B koMOuHe-
30HE C KallMTaHCKOH 3MOineMoil — mnajaiolleil 3Be3n0i Ha
CTOiiKEe BOPOTHHUKA — ObUIO TOHKUM M XYIOLLABbIM, IOKPbITas
KOCMHYECKHM 3arapoM KOXa Ka3ajach CJIMIIKOM TEMHOM, a
IJla3a W BOJIOCHI cpa3y BblIaBUIM B HEM MyTaHTa. Boiochl,
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KOTOpBIE OH 10 HEOOXOAMMOCTH CTPHT OYEHb KOPOTKO, YTOOLI
OHM He Meiliald MOoJ LIUIEMOM, TOpYaJId B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI
TOJICTHIMH KODOTKMMH HIJIaMH U OTVIMYAJIHMCh IoJyObIM LBE-
ToM. Ero orpoMirle cBepKalolie cHHe-3eJEHbIE I71a3a 6pU1H
MPUKPLITH JBOHHBIMH BEXaMy: OYTH NPO3payYHbIMH, CKBO3b
KOTOpbIE TIPOCBEYHBAIIH IMla3Hble A010KHU, U APYTHMH, Gonee
TSCKEJIBIMM, KOTOpHIE OMNMYCKANIMCh MNMOBEPX NEPBBIX. UTOOLI
B3IIAHYTh Ha MEH, OH MTOAHSUI U T€ M APYTHE, HO CONTHEYHBIH
CBET, OYEeBMIOHO, pa3gpaxXajl ero, U OH OBICTPO OMYCTUI
BHYTPECHHHE BECKH.

5 3Han ero! He no uMeHH, Ho B 1uuo. Bonpoc B ToM, y3HaeT
JIM OH MeHA? Sl Hazjesics, YTO HET. DTOT 4YelopeK OblBas B
JiaBKe OTLA M MpHHALIeXal K YHCITy TeX, KOro ITyCKaIu 4epe3
yEpHBIH XOA4 M MPOBOAWIM B KOMHaThl. IIpaBia, Toraa oH He
HOCWJI KHMTeJIb KalTUTaHa, H HHYTO B ero 06/IMKe He BblAAaBaJio
B HEM oduuepa ¢ Kkopabns. HanpoTus, ero nixHHbIE BOJIOCHI
CITyCKAJIHCh IO OTPOMHBIX HaK/IaJHbIX IUIeY €ro LIerojbCcKoi
671y3b1 — OH BBITVISLAEN KAK 3JIETAaHTHBIM J€HAN C BHYTPEHHEH
TUIQHETHI.

Tenepb 1 He COMHeBaICA B TOM, YTO OH ObL1 WICHOM
I'mnbaun. Ho npusHaeT i on Bo MHe chiHa IxxopHa? U ecnun
a, TO CyMelO JIM 1 U3BJieYb MOJIb3Y U3 3TOro poacrsa?

A He ponro ocraBaics B HeBeneHMU. OH caesan war Bepen,
MOOHEC PYKY KO PTy, cleiajl NaIbLaMH YIHUTKY H HECKOJIbKO
pa3 IUTIOHYJ Yyepe3 €€ POXKH HanpaBo M HajleBo.

— Knanycs ry6amu camoit Copen. Ilocne cayuyuBiuerocs s
BOCKYpIO eii nucTssl papHa B NMEPBOM X€ XpaMe, KOTOpPBIH
BCTPETUTCS Ha MOEM myTH. To, 4TO OBUIO YTpauyeHO, HailleHO.
IlapHu, cneguTe 3a HUM XOPOLIEHBKO, YTOObLI OH CHOBa He
cbexan. Mapaok JIxopH, kak Thl nmonan cioga? S nosepio
mo60# UCTOPHH, KOTOPYIO Thl COYHHULUD.

Tpoe cTpaxeii HieBeNbHYJIUCH U NMPUOIU3WINCH nobmiTKe,
YyTOOBI IMLIMTb MEHA AaXe Maneiinei BO3BMOXHOCTH 6eXarb.
MHe ocTaBanoch TONLKO NMPOAO/IKaTbh UIPaTh posib HeAaBHEH
XepTBbl YyMbl. IIpunércsa paccka3zath UM MpaBay, Ha ClIydaii,
€CJI¥ OHM NMOABEPrHYT MEHS CKaHHPOBaHHIO.

S cnerka NpMOTKpLUT POT M 3al1ATANICS, CIOBHO JepXaICS
Ha HOrax TOJIbKO LIEHOH HEBEPOSTHBIX YCWIHMH.
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— He y6uBaiite MeHs! JIuxopanka npouwia, s yxe 300pOB.

— JIuxopanka?

— BsmigHuTe Ha Hero, KanmuTaH, — HavajJl OAWH M3
cTpaxeil, — OH BECb B KpalMHKY, JIiy4ylle 6yabTe MOOCTOPOX-
Heil.

— Hy-xa, JIxXopH, nogHUMH rosioBy! Jlail B3IISHYTD.

A xavasics U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. OHU OOSTUCH TOAXOAUTH
KO MHe CiauIIKoM 6mu3ko. Crtpax neped YYMOM JIMILIAET
MYXeCTBa JAaXe CaMbIX CTOMKHX aCTPOHAaBTOB.

— Co MHOIA... cO MHOI1 BcZ B nopsiiKe, — TMOBTOPSUI I, —
OHH TIOCAAWIH MEHS B CIacaTe/IbHYIO LIUTIONKY, HO Ternephb s
3[0pOB, KJISIHYCb BaM.

KanuraH B3ss1 NeperoBOpHOE YCTPOWCTBO M OTPHIBUCTO
TMPOM3HEC B HETO HECKOJIBKO CJIOB HA HEU3BECTHOM MHE SI3BIKE.
Mb1 Momya xganu. HakoHen mo Tpamy cbexan ewi€ oauH
YeJIoBeK. Y Hero B pyKax ObUl MaJIeHbKUH SILIWYEK, U3 KOTO-
poOro TSHYJICA TOHKMH Kabelb C HEOOJBLUIMM, TNOXOXMM Ha
MuKpodoH, IMCKOM Ha KoHlle. Al y3Hay B HEM NopTaTHBHOE
JMarHocTuyeckoe ycTpoiictBo. Kopabib 6bU1, MO-BUIMMOMY,
HEIUIOXO OCHAUIEH.

TIpuGIU3HUBLINCE KO MHE Ha PACCTOSTHHE BBITSIHYTOH DYKH,
IIOK MOBOJMJI TOMCKOBBIM IMCKOM, HE CBOAA IJ1a3 C MHAUKA-
TOpOB Ha SILIUKE.

— Hy? — xanuTaHa 9BHO pa3ipaxajia 3Ta 3alepXKa.

— Cynsa no BceMy, OH He 3apa3eH. OnHaKo Bceraa ecTb
OMacHOCTb.

— CKOJBKO NpOLEHTOB? — HAacTauBall KallUTaH.

— IIpuMepHo oaHa coTasd. ToyHO He 3Hal0, — JOK TPOSB-
JISUT OCTPOXHOCTb, CBOMCTBEHHYIO JIIOASIM ero npodeccum.

— Ipunérca IOBOJBLCTBOBATLCA 3THM, — KAIIMTaH MaxHyJ
Bpauyy, YyTo6bl TOT yXoauin. — Mtak, — obpatwics oH MHe, —
MOXOXe Ha TO, YTO Thl 3A0pPOB. TBOA JIMXOPaaKa, WIH YeM Thl
TaM Obu1 GoJieH, mpouwia, ¥ Thl Gosblle He 3apa3eH. Tbl
Haxoawics Ha 6opTy Kopabns, Koraa oHa Hayajiach?

— Ha kopabne BonbHbIX TOpProBLeB, Ha MyTH ¢ Tanda, —
sl TIOOHSU1 PYKM H NOTEP J100, CIOBHO y MeHs Oonena wiu
KpyXwiach ronioBa. — A mioxo noMHio. f o6bu1 Ha TaHnde. MHe
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npuuUiock 6exaTs. 1 nonan B 6eay. Otnan cBoM AparoleHHLIE
xaMHHM ¥ OCTpeHA B3sU1 MEeHS Ha Kopabnb. Mbl 3axoaQWIH Ha
ONIHY IUIaHETY, Ie NMoYeMy-TO Mponaiu Bce Ty3eMubl. [locne
3TOoro s 3abonen. OHM cKa3aAM, YTO 3TO YyMa, M NMOCAAWIH
MEHA B criacaTesibHyIO LWTIonKy. OHa NpH3eMIMIAch 311€Ch, HO
TYT Ty3eMIibl, OHH OXOTWINCh 332 MHOM.

— IIpsamMo 3mech? — xanuTaH ynbiGHyncss. — Kak tebe
nosesno. Cnacasch OT HUX, Thl NpUOexXa UMEHHO TyAa, IIe
MOT BCTPETHTb Kopabiib H3 MHOTO MHpa.

— CreHna. A wén Baons Heé, a necHble Moau... OHH O6LUTH
HamyraHbl. S cnpsranca B obGloMKax Kopabnisi, © OHH He
NOJIE3NIH 32 MHOM.

— Te6e, JIxopH, noBe3no, 1a ¥ HaM Toxe! Mbl 611 Te6s1 BCE
PaBHO HAlIUIH, HO TaK Mbl cbeperii MHOro BpeMeHU. Buauiub
JIM, Thl BHI3BIBACLIb Y Hac HHTepec. MBI JaBHO XOTEJM BCTpe-
TUTBCS C TODOI.

— A... 1 He NOHUMaIO.

— Y10 ¢ HUM? — KaNIUTaH NMOBEPHYJICSA K AOKY. — A cuuTan
€ro JOCTaTOYHO YMHBIM MaJIbIM.

Jlok moxas rJieyamMu.

— OTKyna s 3Halo, YTO MOIJIO CIYYMTBCSl C YEJIOBEKOM,
nepeHécuuM yyMy. Cyns no BceMy, oH 6oJblie He 3apa3eH, HO
BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, BUPYC BbI3Ball HEOOpaTHMble H3MEHEHHUS B
€ro Tene.

— 3ailMHCb MM, — KalMTaH NepecTajl yablbaTbcs. —
INposenémn Bce HeobxonHMMble MCCIENOBAHMA M Aallb HaM
3HaTh, KTO Nepel HaMH, cJ1aboyMHBIi HIH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY
MOXHO JOBEPSATH.

— IlycTuTth ero Ha 60pT? — AOK Konebascs.

— Kyna xe ew€? Benn Thl cka3a, 4To OH He 3apas3eH.

— He uckmioyeHa BO3MOXHOCTb, YTO Mbl BCTPETHIHCD C
paHee HEH3BECTHbIM BHPYCOM.

KanuraH, KaKk MHe noKa3ajoch, Koyiebasics, XoTs 1o HeMy
3Toro He 610 BUAHO. Ho 3TO nponosxanoce Henonro.

— Kakue npu6opri Tebe norpebytorcs? Ux MoXHO CHSATD
¢ Kopabnsi? — cnpocui OH.

— Jla, nouytu Bce. 'me MbI ero nomMecTum?

— B axre. I'ne xe ewi€? Curnan, OHaHI, BO3LMHTE TO, YTO
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MOXET NMOHaxobuTbLCs NOKY. A Thl, Ta3zparT, oTBeau ero B
3anagHbId TOHHEb.

A npakTuyecku nepecTal CyUleCTBOBAaTh KaK JIMYHOCTE. Co
MHOM JIeJIaTi BCE€, YTO CYMTAIN HYXHbIM. YTOOBI HE BBIXOAHUTD
M3 pOJU OGECCHJIEHHOTO YYMOM 4eJIOBeKa, 51 He MPOTHUBUWICA
3TOMY. DKCTpPac€HC INOrHajl MeHs BHHU3 K Oepery peku; s
CTapaJiCs IBUraThCsA KAK MOXHO MeJJIEHHEE U XpOMaJl H30 Bcex
CIWI. Y peKH yXe BOBCIO paboTasu oAU ¢ Kopabnsa. Yepes
CKalbl M OYypHBIH IIOTOK ObUI NMEPEKHHYT COOpHBIN MOCT.
CoszgaBajioch BreYaT/IeHHE, YTO OHHM XOpOLIO 3HAJIH 3TO
MecTo, 6bIBAJIM 3KECh paHbLIIE H OCHOBATEbHO NOATOTOBIWIHCH
K pa3BEPTHIBAHUIO BpEeMEHHOM 6a3bl.

IToHykaeMblii CBOMM CTpaxeM, f, LIATasiCh, CITYCTWICA C
MOCTa M NPOLIEN MUMO pa3BaTHH. OH BEN MEHSA K OTBEPCTHIO
1IaxThl, BUAHEBLIEMycA Ha MOBEPXHOCTH yreca. K apyromy
TakOMy OTBEpPCTHMIO HaNpaBIsUIMCh JIIOAU C Kopabnsa. OHHU
Hec/IM ¢ coboli ropHble HHCTPYMEHTBI Hanmoaobue Tex, KOTo-
PHIMH OOGBIMHO TMOJIB3YIOTCS NPH AOOBIYE MOJIE3HBIX UCKOMae-
MEBIX Ha 6e3XM3HEHHBIX CTyTHUKAX M acTepoMaax.

— 3axoqu, — CKOMaHAoOBal 3KcTpaceHc. OTBepcTHe, Ha
KOTOpPOE€ OH YyKasaj, ObUIOo KpaWHHMM cjieBa. BokKpyr Hero
BaJISUICA MyCOD, OCTaBLUMICS OT HeAaBHHUX pacKonokK. OHH He
HalUTY 3[eCh TO, YTO HcKaiu. OHH, OYEBUAHO, OCMATPHUBAIH
Mo oyepeou KaxOyl BbIpabOTKY H Tenepb AoOpanuch M0
LIAXThl, HAXOAUBLUEHCS HENMOAAIEKY OT TOH, K KOTOPOH MEHsA
NpUBEJIH.

— 4... g rononeH, — s ocTaHOBWICA, KOGH 1Jig Toro,
4yTOObBI NIEpEBECTH AbIXaHHE, HE 3a0bIB IIPH 3TOM ONepeThcd Ha
ckaiy. — S rononaeH, s Xo4y €CTb.

JInuo sxcrpaceHca octaBaoch 6e3yd4acTHBIM. JlanoHH Bep-
XHel mnapbl pyK Npeaynpexuiamlle NMOKOWIHCh Ha KHOMKax
IBOMHOIO KOMIUIEKTa Jla3epoB. MrHoBeHHe OH CMOTpeNl Ha
MeH$, 3aTeM NMOBEPHYJICA ¥ OKIUKHYJ OOHOIO M3 JIIOAEH, YTO
LIUTH K APYTOMY TOHHEJIO.

ToT B OTBET OTCTETHYJ OT Mosca MakeT M Gpocun ero B
HalleM HanpapneHHH. OH noJjarajics Ha HeoObIYHbIE CIOCO6-
HOCTH MoOero cTpaxa M He ommbesd. OqHa M3 KOHe4yHocTel
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3KCTpaceHca BbUIeTeJia BIepEN. HA PacCTOSSHHE BABoOe 6oJib-
1lee, YeM Ka3ajloch BO3MOXHBIM, NoHMaa JeTA1Ui npeaMeT
M, BTSHYBLIMCb OOpaTHO, Nepefasa ero MHe.

A cxsaTun Tyoy ¢ H3, c HenonneabHOM XaqHOCTDIO BLIETIII-
cs1 3y6aMy B KOHEll, OTKYCHJI NpOOKyY, BLIILTIOHYJI €€ M Hayall
cocaTh noJayxmMakoe conepxumoe. Hukakas apyras ena, Koto-
PYIO g BEI3BIBAJI B CBOEM BOODpakKeHMH, HE MOTIJIa CPAaBHUTBCS
Mo BKYCY C TOif, YTO HaIOJIHsJIa MOH pOT, a YIOBJIETBOPEHHE,
KOTOpO€E OHa JOCTaBJIsIa MHE, OTPOMHBIMY INIOTKAMYU BJIMBa-
aCch B MeHd, ObUIO HU c 4YeM He cpaBHMMoO. CocTaB cMecH
COOTBETCTBOBAI NMOTPEGHOCTAM YeJIOBEKA, 3aHATOIO TSDKENOMH
paboToii, M Bo3Bpalllall CWIbI JaXe cKopee, YeM OObIdHast ela.

— Bnepén! — Moii cTpax ¢ CWIOH yaapw! MeHs Mo Iuledy
MankKoii, KOTOpy10 NoAoOpaT ¢ 3eMJIM OTHOM U3 CBOUX HEOOBI-
YaifHO NMOABIDXHBLIX KOHEeYHOcTell. fl 3aMeTwn, 4YTo OH ToXe
ocTeperajics HOTpParuBaThcst 00 MeHsA. OueBHOHO, U 9KCTpa-
CEHC ornacajicsl YyMbl.

IMocackiBag M3 TyOBl, 9, lIATasCh, NMOLIEN naibliie. MHe
MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO CWIbI, KOTOpbIE NOLKHA ObUla MpHIATh MHE
ella, yXe HayaJli BO3BpAlaThCs.

YeépHblii 3¢B TOHHEIS NOMIOTWI Hac, DKCTPACeHC BbITALIIAI
donapuk. ToHHEb MMEJ ABHO BhIpaXX€HHOE HCKYCCTBEHHOE
npoucxoxneHne. Ha HeKoTOpoM paccTOSHHMHM OT BXOHa Ha
KaMHe ObUIM BHOHBI CJiedbl TIepBOHAYaIbHbIX paboT. CBexue
3apyOKH pacrojlarajlich B TOpPH30HTAIBHOM H BEPTHUKAILHOM
HamnpapBJIeHUSX U MECTaMH IepeCceKATHCh.

Mo€ BHUMaHHe NPUBJIEKIH pa3bpocaHHble MOBcioay binec-
TAWIME KpHUCTa/UIbl. 3aMHTEpeCOBaBUINCh MMH, s edBa He
BbLIAJ cebs1, HO BOBpEMsi BCIOMHWI, YTO NPHTBOPSAIOCH HENO-
YMKOM. ACTPOHaBTbBI, NO-BUAUMOMY, HCKJIH OTHIONb HE HX.
OHM cBepKaM CJIOBHO lieJibleé POCCHINH JParoleHHBIX KaM-
HeM, OIHaKO OLLTH OTOpOllIEHbI 32 HEHaJOOHOCTBIO. 3TO MEHA
YOMBWIO: IpMHannexalye 'Mabauu kopabiu caBWIKCh TeM,
YTO HE YTIyCKaJIM HU4Yero, XoTsa 6bl OTHAIEHHO NMpearnosaras-
1Iero npubLIb.

Mzl pobpanuch no neutepy B KOHLE TOHHeNA. Bokpyr Hac
BO3BLILIAINCh OTPOMHbIE IpyGO BBIpYGJeHHbIE apKH, Ka3a-
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Jlock, Te, KTOo paboTran 3mech, ObUIM HACTOJBKO YBEPEHBI B
YCIEUIHOM 3aBEPLICHHM CBOMX MOMCKOB, YTO OpPYJOBaTH HH-
CTPYMEHTaMH B KaKOM-TO HEHCTOBCTBE. DKCTpPaceHC BeJieln
MHe ceCTb Ha Irpyay KaMHeH.

S BBHITIONHWII €0 NMPUKA3 U HEJIOBKO OIYCTIICA Ha KAMHH,
npogosokasa cocatb H3 u3 1yonl. OH monoxmwn (oHapuk
HEMoJaNEKy OT BbIXOAA M3 IElIephl U NEPEKIIOYWI €ro Ha
paccestHHbIH CBET, BBIXBAaTUB M3 TEMHOTHI IIPOCTPAHCTBO BO-
KpYT Hac, 33 UCKIIOYEHHEM CaMbIX IITyOOKHMX HHUI B CTEHe.
3aTeM OH ceJl MEXAY MHOM H BBIXOAOM.

B ToHHe e He ObUIO0 HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB CHIPOCTH, OAHAKO
B HaCTYTIMBLUEH THLIMHE pa3faBajics 3BOH MalaloUIuX Kanelb
Boabl. YyTh No3Xe sl HE TOJIbKO YCJIBIIAT LUYM BEAYLIMXCS B
coceqHEM TOHHeJle paboT, HO M NMOYYBCTBOBAI 4Yepe3 CKATy
BHUOpaUMIO.

Yro ecniu KameHns [1penrey BEM HaC UMEHHO K 3TOMY MecTy?
OTOpollIeHHbIE 32 HEHaJOOHOCTBIO KPUCTAJLUTBI HUCKOJILKO HE
HaNOMHMHAIM 3TOT TYCKJIbI# KaMeHb, HO OH CTOJIETHSIMH
HaxoAWICS B OTKPHITOM KOCMOCE, a O 3TOTrO CIYXWI CBOMM
BJIaZie/IbliaM B KaYeCTBe UCTOYHHKA SHEPTHH.

A HaxJIOHWICS Y NOAHSUI OIMH U3 OGIOMKOB (MO cTpax
OMYCTIWI PYKY Ha KHOIIKY Jia3epa, HO He IBHHYJICA C MecTa).
Bonblie Bcero oH HallOMHUHaN KycOK KBaplia, HO C YBEpEH-
HOCTBIO HHYEro Hesb3sl ObLIO cka3ath. Hukorma He cnenyert
JenaThb MOCIEelIHbIX 3aK/TI0YEHH O TOM, 4YTO YAAETCA HaWTH Ha
HEM3BECTHBIX IUlaHeTaXx. BoHmap oGsi3aTenpHO noasepr 6l
TaKoii MUHepaJl HcclleOBaHUAM M JIMLIb NTOCTIE 3TOr0 PUCKHYI
OBl BbICKa3aTbh CBOE CyXIcHHE, HO, HACKOJIbKO MHE H3BECTHO,
M B 3TOM CJIyYae OH He pelIWIcs Obl OKOHYATENbHO ONpeNe IuTh
ero HazHayeHue. OH roqaMH HOCHI IpU ceb6e KAMHH, KOTOpblie
Jaxe nocie JJUTEbHOINo U3y4eH M Helib3sl 6bU10 KBatng LM -
pPOBaTh HY MO OAHOMY NPUHLHUITY, NOTOMY YTO OHH obOnananu
HEU3BECTHBIMHM HayKe CBOMCTBaMH. Y BCeX TOProBLIEB HaKarl-
JIMBAIOTCS TaKWe KaMHM, M NIpU BCTpeye C KOJUIeroi-reMono-
TOM OHH TNEPBBIM AEJIOM JOCTAIOT MX /1A CpaBHEHHUs.

Htak TO, 4YTO 5 nepXan B pykaX, MOIIo OBbITb KBapleM, a
MOIIO GBITh ¥ COBEPLIEHHO MHBLIM MHHEPAJIOM.
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B ToHHene pa3gaics 3BYK LIAaroB, M B Ielliepe MOSIBWICA
IlOK, TOJIKasi nepel coboit AMK Ha Kon€cuKax. CrneoM 3a HUM
BOLLIH elI€ JBOE C OCTAILHBIM obopynoBanueM. [loroM MeHs
TIOABEPITIH 06CIEAOBAHHIO.

MHe KaXeTcsl, B Hayajle OHH IbITAINCh HAalWTU Bo3OyauTe-
Jieii GoNle3HH, OCTAaBUBLIEH HAa MOEM Tejie TaKHe NMPHUMETHLIE
cnensl. JJoK BhUICYWT MOIO YILIHOJICHHYIO HOTY, NMIOABEPTHYB €€
JIEeHCTBUIO PEreHepHPYIOLIEro U3y4eHHUsl, U TeM CaMLIM JIU-
LLIWI MEHS BO3MOXHOCTH IIPUKPHIBaThCs1 XpoMOTOH. fI He Mor,
HEe OCMEeJIMBAJICS NPOTHBHUTLCA MM JaXe TOraa, Korja OHHM
Hanen¥ MHe uvleM ckaHepa. CaM ¢akT Haiu4us y HMX
noAoOHO# anmapaTypbl TOBOPHJI O TOM, YTO OHM CYUTaIH
NpaBOMEPHLIM TOJIB30BATbCA €10, XOTsl €€ NIPUMEHEHHe ObLIO
TIPU3HAHO NMPOTHUBO3aKOHHBIM.

Ilocne Toro, Kak K MoeMy JIOy MU 3aTbUIKY NPHKPENHIN
crielMabHble MMPOKJIAagKH, 1 MOT OTBe4YaTh TOJILKO NpaBay WIH
TO, 4TO 5 cyuTas npaspoii. Ilepeiing K 3Toi craguu npoueny-
Pbl, OHM TIOCJIAJIM 32 KAIIUTAHOM, H BOIIPOCHI MHE 33[aBaJjl yXe
OH caM.

— Tu1 Hexuit Mapaok JIxopH, cbiH XaiiBena JIxopHa?

— Her.

OH 6bL1 OolIapallleH MOMM OTBETOM M MOCMOTpEJ Ha J0Ka,
TOT HaKJIOHWICSH, YTOObl NPOBEPHTh INOKAa3aHUA Npmoéopa,
3aTeM KHBHYJI CBOEMY KOMaHIUDY.

— Tui He M3paok JIxopH? — HayaJl KanWTaH CHadana.

— A — Mbapaok JIxopH.

— Ho Torna TBouM otuoM 6bu1 XaitBen JIXXOpH.

— Her.

KanutaH cHoOBa B3IISIHY/1 Ha OKAa M NOJIyYWI O4YepeaHoe
NOoATBEpXAEeHHE TOTO, YTO NPUGOp paboTaeT HOPMAILHO.

— KrTt0 6b11 TBOMM OTLIOM?

— He 3Hnamw.

— Tb1 BocriuThIBaICS B ceMbe XaiiBena JIxopHa?

— Na.

— Tb1 cyntan cebs ero ceiHOM?

— Na.

— Yrto Tebe M3BECTHO O TBOMX HACTOALIMX POAUTENSIX?

— Hwuyero. MHe ckasanu, 4To S — NMPUEMBILL.
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KanuraH B310XHYJ ¢ BUOUMBIM OGNEerYeHUEM.

— Tb1 nonb3oBasics noBepueM xopHa?

— OH y4w1 MeHsl.

— PeMecny oueHumka?

— JNa.

— OH otnan Tebs1 B y4eHHKH K AcTiy?

— a.

— I[Nouyemy?

— OueBHOAHO TNOTOMY, YTO OH XOTeJll OOECNEeYHTb MOE
Oyayuiee. JlaBka rociye ero cMepTH AOJDXHA ObLla NEpeiTH K
€ro pOJHOMY CBbIHY.

A He Mor OCTaHOBHTb TOTOK CJIOB. MHe Ka3anoch, 6yaTo s
CTOIO PSIIOM U cJIyllalo CBOU coOCTBEHHbIe oTBeThl. HecMoTps
Ha CONpOTHBJICHHUE, s OTBETWI U Ha CJIENYIOLIHii BOIpOC.

— TlokaspiBan M OH TebGe Koraa-HUGYAb HEKOE KOJbLO,
IOCTaTO4YHO GOJBbLIOE A1 TOro, YTOOLI HOCHTH €ro MOBEpX
nepyaTtku ckacganapa?

— Na.

— TloBopun oH Tebe, Kak OHO K HeMy nomnajo?

— OHo 6bu10 3ay0xeHo. Ero Hauwu Ha gpeiidymolieM B
KocMoce TeJle.

— Yto ew€ oH Tebe paccckasbiBa?

— Hwuyero. Ho oH Bepwn, 4TO 3TOT KaMEHb CKpPBIBAET
KaKyl0-TO TaHMHY.

— OH xoTe, 9ToObI Thl, AYTE1LECTBYA.C ACTIOM 801 pal
cBeAcHHUs 06 3TOM KaMHe?

— Ja.

— U yr10 THI y3HaAN?

— Huyero.

KanuraH onycTwics Ha CKIaAHOH CTy/l, KOTOphIii eMy
NMpHHEC OOMH U3 ero mofei. OH BbIHYJ M3 3aneyaTaHHOIo
KapMaHa KMTeJig CBETJIO-3¢/IEHYIO NaJIOYKY, CYHYN €€ B poT H,
3alyMYMBO MNMOXEBLIBas €€, MPHHsUICA OOOYMBIBAaThb HOBbLIE
XHU3HEHHO BaXHbl€ BOMPOCHI.

— Tbl BUAEn KoJbLO MOCKe cBoero orbe3na’?

— Na.

— I'me u xorna?

— Ha AHrkope nocne cMepTd oTua.
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— Yro THI C HUM caenan?

— B3 ¢ coboit.

— OHo y Te64 M ceityac ¢ co6oii? — OH HaKJIOHWICS BNEepEn,
LIMPOKO PacKphIB IVIa3a U NMOAHAB 00e Mapul Bek.

— Her.

— I'me ono?

— He 3Haro.

OH pa3apaxxEHHO BbIpyTaycH.

— Cxaxu, Koria M NpH KAKUX 0OCTOSITEILCTBAX ThI TTOCJIE -
HUIi pa3 BUOEN €ro.

— S otnman ero Uy, u oH yHéC ero.

— Hry? Kakomy HUty?

— MyTaHTy, poamBlieMycs OT KopabGeJlbHOI KOILUKM Ha
«BecTpuce», — MHe KaxXeTcs, OH Obl He MOBEPWI MHE, €CJIH Obl
He ToJiarajcsli Ha HeMOorpelIuMOCTbh cKaHepa. MeHblle Bcero
OH OXWIaJl MogOOHOIo OTBETA.

— 3DTO Npou30LLIo, — Teleph OH NOBOPUI MelJIEHHee, —
31ech, Ha IUTaHeTe, WIN Ha «BecTpuce»?

— 3necs.

— Koraa?

— He3saponro mo Toro, Kak npuseMJwics Ball Kopabis.

— I'me Ut ceityac? — oH CHOBa nojajics Briepén, cropas oT
HeTepreHus.

— Ckopee Bcero, oH MEpTB. OH ObL1 Ha ocTOBe Kopabns,
KOTZa Bbl CeJH, W, AyMalo, Cropei B IUIaMEHU BalMX paKeT.

— Tanrodwin, — KanuraH NoBepHYJ roJIoBy, — XHUBO Tyaa.
A xo4y, YTOOBI ThI NSO 33 NMSAbIO OCMOTPEN BCIO NOBEPXHOCTD
KopabJig M 3eMJII0 BOKPYT Hero. BeicTpo.

OnMH U3 WIEHOB 3KHMNaXa 6eroM OTNpaBUICA BLIMOJIHSATH
MpHKa3, a KaluTaH CHOBa NMOBEPHYJICSA KO MHe.

— IouyeMy THI oToan koabuo Uty?

— Konbuo crpeMunocs ciona. Ut xoren y3HaTh, nodemy.

— Wt xoTen y3HaTh... — NMOBTOPHUI KanmWTaH. — YTO Th
uMeewb B BUAy? Tol Xe ckasaj, YTO OH ObU1 MYTaHTOM,
POAUBLIMMCS OT KOopabeIbHOM KOLIKH, a2 HE pasyMHBIM cyllec-
TBOM, — OH CHOBa B3IJIAHYJ Ha I0Ka, H TOT MOATBEPAHII EMY,
YTO 51 N'OBOPIO TpaBay.
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— He 3nalo, xto UIT Ha caMoM Jene, — OTBETHI 51, — HO
OH pa3yMeH, XOTS H BBINISOMT, KaK XHMBOTHOE.

— IloyeMy MMEHHO OH MOHEC KOJIBLO K MCTOYHHUKY TIPHTS-
XeHu?

— Hac ocaxnanu ty3semusl. T Mor BLIOpaThCS Hapyxy, a
5 HeT.

— Ho noyemMy 6bU10 TaK BaXXHO, YTOGBI KOJIbLO J00paioch
IO CBOeH LeJIH, MYCTh Jaxe ¢ AoMolblo HrTa.

— He 3Haw. 310 UT X0Ten mocTaBuTh ero Tyaa.

— B kakoM HanpaBJI€HHH OHO CTPEeMUIOCH?

— Ha ppyroii 6eper.

— Hy 4ro X, — OH pe3Ko BcTall, — Mo KpaiiHeil Mepe, MbI
Ha BepHOM NyTH. — OH CHOBa B3IJISIHY:1 Ha MeHs. — Tbl
3Haellb, YTO MPEACTABIAET CO00# 3TOT KaMeHb?

— O4eBUIHO, HCTOYHUK IHEPIUU.

— Hennoxo, — oH Bcé ew€ cMOTpea Ha MEHH, €ro
BHYTPEHHHUE BEKM ObLIH NpPUKPBITH], OT YEro Ija3a Ka3ajlHCh
TYCKJIbIMH.

— KanwuraH, 4yTo ¢ HUM fgenaTb? — CIpOCHI OOAMH U3 MOUX
CTpaXeH.

— Iloka Huuero. Ilycts cumut 3mech. Haxe ecan emy
ymacTcs 6exars, He AyMalo, YToObl OH YLIEN Aaneko, — OH
paccMesuic. — B KOHLe KOHLOB, Mbl JO/DKHBI OBITH eMy
6naronapHbul. OcoGeHHO, ecU HaiaéM KoJbLO.

OHH pa3Bsizasu MeHs. 5] oYeHb ycTal M TOTOB ObUT CMUPHUTE-
csl co cBoelt yyacTbio. Ho s BCIOMHWI O TOM, YTO OHHU He
CNIPOCHJIM MEHS, KaK U NodeMy s noxuHyna «Bectpuc». Heyxe-
JIM OHH NMOBEPWIN MOEH UCTOPUH C YyMO# M He OynyT 3a1aBaTh
HUKaKuX BonpocoB? BeposiTHO, nocie Moero nobera oHH He
MMEJIM CBSA3U C KopabGnEM BOJbHBLIX TOoproBueB. Eciu oHM
NEeHCTBUTENLHO OBIM B 4YMciie TexX, KTo, Tpeciieiysi CBOH
coOCcTBeHHbIE LIeJIM, BHIKYTIIWI MeHs ¢ TaHda, To B nocienHee
BpEMs1 OHH He NoANePXHUBAIH HENOCPEACTBEHHBIX KOHTAKTOB
C OCTaJIbHLIMM YWicHaMHU GaHAbI.

Ha sror pa3 T HuyeM He Mor MHe noMo4b. MBIC/E O HEM
NPHYHHSIAa MHe HeBeposiTHble cTpaaaHus. OcraBaioch Ha-
AesATbCS, YTO OH He MYYMJICS, a Ta BCIbILIKA SIPOCTH O3Hayala
€r0 BHE3aNHYIO0 CMEPTb.
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CyMeloT M OHHM HaWTH €ro Tejlo ¢ BHUCSAIOMM Ha lee
xonbLoM? 3ayeM oHO UM HyXHOo? BuanuMo, oHH HaJieloTcd, YTO
OHO NPHUBEIET HX K OCTAILHbIM KaMHSIM NOAOOHO TOMY, KaK
NpHBEJIO MEHS Yepe3 BeChb KOCMOC K MEPTBBIM OCTaHKAM Ha
TNIOKMHYTOM Kopabne? HeTpyaHo npeanonoxurb, YTO Nogoo-
Hble AparolieHHble KAMHU MOTYT CTaTh COBEPLICHHO HOBBIM
HMCTOYHHKOM 3Hepruu. O6nanarh Takoi cwioit mna Nunbauu
BaXHee, YeM IpUOPaTh K PYKaM LENY10 IUIAaHETHYIO CUCTEMY.

JoK H ocTaibHble WIEHBI 3KHIaXa cobpajiu CBOIO anmnapa-
Typy ¥ yuutd. Ho akcTpaceHc CHOBa yceJcs y BXoia B TOHHENb
Ha OCTaBJICHHOM KAaNHMTaHOM Tabypere. M OH ToXe BBITAllWI
3eJIEHYIO TMaNoYKy M, NMPHUKPHIB IJla3a, Hayal €€ MeNJIEHHO
XeBaThb, OAHAKO €ro aHTEHHbI ObUTH NO-TIpeXXHeMy Hamnpagie-
Hbl Ha MEHA.

A 3acHys, a MPOCHYJCA OT CTPAIIHOINO pE€Ba: CKajla MoAo
MHOH Bca Apoxana. Ew€ onuH xopabnbp €N Ha mocaaky.
Bo3MoxHo, 310 6611 «BecTpuc». Ecnu Moé npeanonoxeHue
BEPHO, TO KAIIUTAH CKOPO BEPHETCS M MPOAOJDKHUT Aornpoc. S
Jiexasn, NpUCTYUINBasich U Habmoaas 3a MOMM CTpaXeM.

OH BcTal U, HE CBOAS C MEHSI aHTEHH, TTIOBEPHYNCSH K BRIXOAY
13 ToOHHensd. Ero BepxHHe KOHEYHOCTH B HEPEIIHTEIbHOCTH
3aCThUIM Ha KHOIMKAX JIa3epoB.

ITo peakuuu 3kcTpaceHca CTao ACHO, YTO 3TOro Kopabins
He Xnaiu. B takom ciydae, kTo 661 310 Mor 6bITH? [laTpysnn?
IIpuGhIBLINIA COBEplLIEHHO HE BOBpeMs pa3BeAbIBAaTE/IbHBIN
KOpabJ1b WIH HHYETo He NMOoA03peBalolHe BOJIbHbIE TOPTOBLILI?
A He coOMHeBaNCsd B TOM, YTO OHH MOMAAYT B JIOBYLIKY.

PéB nBurareneit ctux. Bubpauus, Bri3BaHHag pa6oTaMu B
cocelHeM TOHHeJe, ToXe NpeKpaTWIach.

— YT0 310? — CnpocHN A CBOEro cTpaxa.

Ero aHTeHHBI AEPHYIHCH, HO OH HE NOBEPHYJI FOJIOBHI. 3ATO
BLITALWI Jla3epbl, CJOBHO NOTOBMWJICA OTPa3sHUThb HamNaJeHHME.

Mb1 xnamu. Sl 3agan ewm€ HecKOJMbKO BOIPOCOB, HO OH
3aCTaBHJ MEHS 3aMOJTYaTh, HalpaBUB OPYXHeE B MOIO CTOPOHY.
3aTeM B TOHHEJIe MOCJBILIAJICA TOMOT HOT, M Y€ii-TO rosioc
OKJIMKHYJ ero. Moii cTpax ybpan oaMH nasep B KobGypy, HO
BTOPOIi NMO-NpeXHeMy AepXajl HaroToBe.
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Bouuiu Tpoe. OHU NMpUHECTH LIEBEJSILUMICS CBEPTOK U C
HapoYMTOM rpyoocThio 6pocIM ero Ha noJ. OqHaXabl B NOPTY
sl BUAEJI KaK 4yeJloBeKa, HalIMBLIErocs BBI3HIBAIOLIETO be3yMue
JIOPTAPHUIIa, YCMHPWIN NMPHU TNOMOLIM CTPEJAIOIIEro MyTaMH
noNMLEeNHcKoro pyxbsa. JlexaBuiMii Ha NONMy IUVIEHHUK Obul
OoNyTaH CeTIMH TOYHO TaKMM Xe obpasoMm. Cpeam Kojeu
PE3UHOBOHN BEpEBKM sI 3aMETWI U3BECTHBI BCEMYy KOCMOCY
yépHblii MyHOMp. MTak, oHM 6Ge3 BCAKOro pucka ans cebs
B3SUIM B IUIEH NMaTPY/IbHOIO.

I'naea 13

Y naTpylbHOrO XBaTWIO yMa IPEKPaTHTh CONPOTHRIIEHHE
Tocjie TOro, Kak ero 6pocHM Ha NoJi, MO3TOMY €ro nmyThl He
3aTsgHyAHCh. [1o cyacThio, HM OHA U3 BEPEBOK HE MoTajia HU
Ha JIMLO, HX Ha ropJio. [ToiiMaBiume ero oy 66U HACTOJILKO
yBEpEeHbl B €ro GeCOMOLIHOCTH, YTO YUUIM, OCTaBHB Hac
ob6oux Ha 3KcTpaceHca. OH 6eccTpacTHO B3TJISTHYJI HA NaTpyJib-
HOIO ¥ CHOBA yceJics Ha TabyperT.

I'naza nmaTpysbHOro 6bLUIM OTKPBITHI, U CyIs MO BCeMy, OH
BHMMATeJIbHO OCMaTpUBaJI CBOE HOBOE NMPHUCTAHULIE H TEX, KTO
B HEM HaxoauTcs. OH JOJIr0 U NPUCTAIbHO pa3rIsiabiBajl MEHS.
Ilocne u3MaThIBalOLIEeH MNpoLEAYpsl AOMpoca s YyBCTBOBAJI
cebs1 coBeplIeHHO 0OecCIWIEHHBIM, XOTS M YcneJl HEMHOro
nocnath. Y He TONbKO 0OGECCHNEHHBIM, HO M OXBaY€HHBIM
KaKHM-TO CTPaHHBIM OLIENIEHEHUEM, He CMOCOOHBIM HHU Ha
Kaxkue aeicTBus. A He MCKITI0OYal BO3MOXHOCTH, 4TO B JII06O#H
MOMEHT 3KCTPAaceHC HallpaBUT Ha MEHsI CBOIA J1a3ep, HO s 3TOTO
6onblue He bosuics.

Yepe3 HEeKOTOpoe BPeMs B Nelliepy BOLIE KaKOi-TO Yeso-
BEX M O6pocH B MOEM HanpaBieHUH ell€ oaHy Tyoy ¢ H3. Xors
NpM BUAE €€ s MOYYyBCTBOBAJ MYyKM rosiona, MHe norpe6osa-
JIOCh NMPWIOXHUTh HEBEPOSATHBIE YCUIHS, YTOOBI CABUHYTBCA C
MeCTa M, TIPOTAHYB PYKY, NOCTaTh €€. TOJMBKO HEMHOIO NO-
IepXaB €€ B pyKaX, s cobpajics ¢ CWJIaMHM M CMOT NMPUCTYTIUTh
K ele.

Ho nuia, nonasuwas MHe B poT, NpoOyania MeHs OT 3TOro
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COHHOTIO COCTOSIHHS, H 1 OTIPAaBWICSI HACTOJILKO, YTO TNMOHSE
BC€ 3TO 6LUIO HE HOYHBIM KOLIIMapoM, a TOpbKO# M CTpallHOM
peanbHOCTEIO. CBA3aHHLINH NATPY/AbHBIH JieXan TaM, Tie ero
6pocwiH, Habmoaas 3a MHOH. SI Beicocasi NPMMEPHO NOJIOBHHY
TYyOLI, TIpeXe 9eM coobpa3wi, YTo eMy HHYEIO He OCTaBWIH.
KpoMe Toro, oH He Mor ecTb caM. S MOMNoJI3 B €10 CTOPOHY.

— Het, — 3TOT pe3kmii ropnoBoii 3ByK 6bUT MaJIo NIOXOX Ha
xopoiuii bajicuk. B pyke Moero crpaxa nostBwics aasep, H
BECh €ro BHI TOBOPWI O TOM, 4YTO OH HE€ 3aMEIJIMT HM
pocnions3oBaTheda. S 3aMep. OH MaxHyn MHe, 4yToOBbl s1 Mon3
obpaTHo.

— Cuau Ha Mecre.

S noBHHOBaJICA, HO BCE Xe He JOeNl COAEepXHUMOE TYOLI.
OueBHIHO, HAalll CTPaX cOOMpacH AepXaTb BBEPECHHEIX eMY
3aKII04€HHBIX HAa NMOPAOOYHOM PAcCTOSTHUH APYT OT ApyTa.

A, B cBOIO OYepenb, MPUHSUICS Pa3rIsALIBATh NAaTPY/IbHOTIO.
TInoTHO 3amyTaBLIMIACS B CETSIX, OH JieXaJl CoBceM be3 ABMXe-
Hua. Kro oH? OauHoxmii pasBequnk? WnM y Hero ectb
CITyTHHMKM, KOTOpbI€ 6YayT ero pa3picKMBaTh? B TOT MOMEHT 5
ObI JOpOTro Aaj 3a BO3MOXHOCTb 061aThC € HUM MBICJICHHO,
Kak ¢ UToM.

A BAPYr y MeHsS BCE X€ €CTb CKDBITble CIIOCOOHOCTH K
TeJlenaTHH, ¥ MO Aap, NYCTbh H BeCbMa CKPOMHBIA, ObU1 pa3BUT
B obwiennu ¢ UtoM? Bo3MOXHO, MHe ymacTcs IaTb 3HaTh
MOEMY COKAMEpPHMKY, YTO s MbITAlOCh BCTYNHMTb C HUM B
KOHTaKT. 51 cobpan Bclo CBOIO 9HEPIHIO B ITy4OK.

Ho 10, YTO NpoH301UI0, HACTOJILKO MEHS YAMBWIO, YTO
elBa He Bblaa cebs1, ¥ 6bUT BHIHYXZCH 3aKPBITh JIMLIO PYKaMH,
CHMYJIHPOBAB IIPUCTYTI T'OJIOBHONM 00JIH, XOTsI HE 3HAa10, TOMOT-
JIO IH 3TO. DKCTPAaceHC BCKOYWI Ha HOIM, €ro IepUcTbie
aHTEHHbI 3aMETAIUCh U3 CTOPOHLI B CTOPOHY.

A nonyynn oreer! Ho He OT YyesloBeKa, KOTOPBIH JieXan Ha
IpYTOM KOHL€ neiuepsl, a or MTa! 310 3HaKOMOE oliyllleHue
MCYEINIO TaK Xe ObICTpO, KaK M BO3HHUKIO — KOpOTKas
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